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ADMINISTRATION OF BENGAL, 1891-02. 


SUMMARY. 


CHANGES OF ADMINISTRATION. 


riianiTt's in tlie personnel of the 
Adinini^tnitii'ii. 


1. Sir Charles Alfred Elliott held the post of Lioatenant-Governor 

throughout the year. Sir John Edgar, k.o.t.i:., c.s.i., 
who had been Chief Secretary to Government since 
the 24th August 1887, became a Member of the 

Legislative Council of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General in 
December 1891, and took furlough to Europe in April 1892, shortly after 
which he resigned the service. lie was succeeded as Chief Secretary by 
Mr. II. J. S. Cotton, c.s.i. Mr. Nolan, Revenue Secretary, went on leave in 
March 1801 ; Mr. Cotton, Financial Secretary, in April 1891, and were suc- 
ceeded by Mr. C. E. Buckland and Mr. II. II. Risley. The Members of the 
Board of Revenuo were Sir H. Harrison throughout the year, and Sir. F. M. 
llalliday till December 1891, when he resigned the service, and his jdaco was 
taken, first by Mr. A. Sniith and subsequently by Mr. C. C. Stevens. Among 
(Commissioners the chief losses sustained by the public service wore those of 
Mr. Boxwfcll by death, and of Mr. E. E. Lowis by retirement. Their places 
were filled by Messrs. Veasey and Nolan. 

2. The Bengal Government spent from 2nd May to 1st July and again 

.... from 20th August to 2Gth October at Darieeliinr. 

Tours of ihu Licutenimt-Govcrnor. . •' 

during which time the Lieutenant-Governor paid 
a visit to the garrison at Gnatong and the Jelapla Bass into Thibet. For 
the rest of the year the head-quarters of Government wore in (Jalcutta. 
Sir Charles Elliott made several short tours in the Province during the year. 
The first, from 30th March to 13th April, took him to Jalpuiguri, Purnoa, 
and Naya Dunika, at each of which places the chief business was to examine 
the progress of the settlement. In the rains ho made a lojig water-tour on the 
R/wit/s, * visiting the head-quarters of the Ilooghly, Murshidabad, Malda, 
Rajshahi, Pabna, Faridpur, Mymonsingh, Backergungo, Khulna, and Jessore 
distiicts and such subdivisional stations as fell in the way. In October, 
on leaving Darjeeling, the Lieutenant-Governor travelled to Bankiporo and 
visited all the seven districts of the Patna Division. The object of this tour 
was principally to make preparation for the cadastral survey, orders for which 
had then been received; and to enquire into the state of the crops and the 
prospects of famine, as to the imminence of which considerable alarm existed. 
In th 9 winter the Lieutenant- Governor paid a visit of three days to Burdwan, 
whore the difficulty of collecting the road cess had attracted attention, and 
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then made nearly a month’s tour in Orissa, whore the progress of the settlement 
was the chief subject of enquiry. In the end of IVIarch, distress of a severe 
type liuving declared itself in some of the districts north of the Ganges, an 
expedition was made through the districts of Purnoa, Bhagalpur, and Monghyr, 
during which the relief works were visited and the distribution of gratuitous 
relief inspected. 

3. The subdivlsiun of Palatnau, which had hitherto been a portion of 

the Loliardaga district, was, with the addition of 

Cliange!) m jurisdiction. i-, ^ i • . , . 

pargana 1 on, (ionstituted into a separate district 
with effect from the l.st November 1891. Tlie subdivisions of (Jliuadanga in 
Nadia and Lulbagb in Murshidabad were abolished with effect from the 
1st April 1892 and 1st July 1892, re.spectively. The now district of Angul 
and the Khondmals was sanctioned from tlie IGth December 1891, and the 
district of the Cliittagong Hill Tracts was reduced to a subdivision and placed 
directly under the Commissioner on the 1st November 1891. For a period 
of 'three months an additional Coainii.ssionership wtis sanctioned for the Patna 
Division in order to clear off the arrears of work. With the sanction of the 
Secretary of State, the Commissioners of all the Divisions of Bengal have now 
been placed on the same footing in regard to their salaries and emoluments, 
and a reduction corresponding to the increase in expenditure involved has been 
made in the pay of the Secretaries to Government. Other administrative 
departmental changes are noticed under their appropriate headings. 

4. As the result of the examination for the Subordinate Kxccutive 

Service held in 1891, 10 gentlemen were selected 
as Deputy and Sub-Doputy Collcc- to be I robatioiiary Deputy Collectors, 3 were 

appointed to be Temporary Sub- Deputy Collectors, 
and 8 were appointed to bo Probathmary Sub-Dcj)uty Collectors. The 
16 Probationary Deputy Collectors have in due course been appointed to 
be Officiating Deputy IVIagistrates and Deputy Collectors, and similarly the 
8 Probationary Sub- Deputy Collectors have been absorbed as sub.stantive 
pro tempore Sub-Deputy Collectors in the fourth grade. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is glad to say that the report furnished by their official superiors 
of tbo working of these probationary officers has been uniformly satis- 
factory. Another examination was hold in March 1892, at which 190 compe- 
titors, all of whom except 5 were graduates of the Calcutta University, 
appeared. Of the successful candidates 5 were appointed Officiating Deputy 
Collectors, 20 Probationary Deputy Collector!}, and 10 Probationary Sub- 
Deputy Collectors. In connection with the appointment of Officiating Deputy 
Collectors, the Lieutenant-Governor has decided that the claims of the Special 
Deputy Collectors who are appointed to specific temporary work should 
receive the first consideration. These officers are now always carefully chosen 
from among the grades of Sub-Deputy Collectors, aud although the work done 
by them is in theory of a temporary nature, experience has shown that there is 
enough of it to furni.sh continuous employment for a considerable number of 
officers. When included in the regular cadre of the Subordinate Executive 
Service, these officers will not be indefinitely detaihod on special duty, but will 
be transferred to general employment as soon as possible : until, however, they 
can be so transferred, they will be seconded. 

Since the close of the year new rules have been framed regarding 
the admission of Special Deputy Collectors and Sub-Deputy Collectors t(^ the 
departmental examinations, and it is contemplated that in future Sub- Deputy 
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Collectors will be employed more largely tlian they are at present on criminal 
work. They are now admitted into the service by the same examination as that 
which has been prescribed for admission into the Provincial service, and 
the result of the late examinations has been to supply the ranks of Sub- 
Deputy Collectors with highly qualitied graduates from the Calcutta University, 
between whom and the successful candidates for the Provincial service the 
smallest possible difference exists. The necessity of their exercising criminal 
powers is now admitted on all hands, and their services are fully recognised 
by the Lieutenant-Governor as forming a valuable adjunct to the judicial 
administration of the country. 


POLITICAL. 


Sikkim. 


The Raja of Sikkim was given permission to reside during the rains at 
oitlier Tumlong, Guntok, or Robdonchi. lie chose 
the latter place, and wont there in February IS191. 
In October tho Council * requ(!sted him to return to Guntok, but he refused. 
The Lieutenant-Governor then issued orders that it was expected of him that he 
would immediately return to Guntok, and also that his son should bo brought 
for education from Tibet. It was added that if tho Raja should not comply 
with these demands, all pecuniary allowances would ho stopped, and that in the 
last resort measures should bo taken to bring him to Guntok. The Raja 
took no notice of these orders, and in January 1892 the Assistant Political 
Agent visited Rohdenchi and did his best to induce him to come into Guntok. 
In March tho Raja left Robdonchi ostensibly for his return to Guntok, but in 
effect he endeavoured to find his way into Tibet via Nepal : ,ho was arrested as 
soon as he crossed the border by the Nepalese authorities, who placed themselves 
in communication with tlie Government of India, and eventually escorted the 
Raja to the Darjeeling district, where ho is now detained. These events 
belong properly to tho history of the present year. During no period of the 
past year did the Raja take any part in the administration of the affairs of tho 
State, which were conducted by the Assistant Political Agent and the Council, 
who have acted together in complete agreomout. Perfect quiet prevailed 
throughout tho year in Sikkim, and tlio revenue administration, during 
tho three years which have ela]}s\l since ]\[r. White’s appointment, has been 
most satisfactory. 

6. Tho relations of the Bengal Government with Bhutan have on tho 

whole been friendly. The rumour of hostile inten- 
tions at one time prevalent appears to have been 

entirely without foundation. No furtlier troublo is expected in the matter 
of the boundary between Bhutan and the Western Duars. The policy 
adoptc*d has been to relay the old. boundary lino exactly, and no difiiculty 
has arisen with tho Bhutan Government in cai-rying out the orders passed. 

. * No measures were taken to elect a Deb Raja during tho year. The 

Tongsa Penlow still holds the seals of office, and is chief in name as well as in 
fact, and the authority of Ins government is reported to bo as strong and stable 
as any which has ever hold power in Bhutan. 

7. The financial returns of the Kuch Bihar Stato show a surplus of moro 

than a lakh of rupees of income over expenditure. 
It is highly necessary in tho interests of the State, 

against which largo accounts are still outstanding and which has lately incurred 
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a loan of eight lakhs of rupees from Government for the construction of 
a railway from Gitalda to Kuch Bihar, that a jiolicy of retroncliment and 
economy should bo continued. Certain important reforms have been introduced 
in the administration, and the Lieutenant-Governor notices with satisfaction 
that they include arrangements for the regular and thorough inspection of 
the courts and offices. Jlr. K. E. Lowis, formerly of tho Indian Civil Service, 
took over charge of the office of the Superintendent of tho State and Vice- 
President of tho State (Jouncil in December last. 


Tributary States of Orissa nud 
Cliota iiirpup. 


8. The administration of the Hill Tippera State was successful finan- 

cially, and the liciuidatiou of debts engaged the 
Hill Tippcra. careful attention of tho administration. During the 

two years the State has boon under the charge of Rai Uniakanto Das Bahadur, 
the debts have been reduced frian Us. I(),i50,o()9 to Rs. 5,59,Gll. Tho .Lieute- 
nant-Governor has been very glad to support tho decision of the Maharaja 
to have a survey and record of rights made of his zamindarics in British 
tervitory, and he has assured Jlis Ilighnes.s that every assistance will be afforded 
by the Bengal Government in furthcranco of this work. Tiic important 
administrative changes which have recently been sanctioned, involving the 
appointment of Mr. McMinn, late of the Indian Civil Service, to be in charge 
of Ills Highness’ zamindarics, the abolition of tho office of Minister of tho 
Hill Tippera State, and the delegation of authority to the Jubraj and Bara 
Thakur, the two elder s‘ >ns of tho Maharaja, are events which fall witliin the 
history of the current year. 

9. During tho past year tho estates of Angul and the Khondmals were 

united with British territory and formed into a 
separate district in charge of an officer under the 
immediate supervision of the Superintendent of the 

Tributary Mahals. Tho settlement of Angul was (roncludcd, and the gross 
revenue increased from Rs. 4.'), 986 to Rs. 99,984 : the increase vvill, however, be 
realised not at once, but by gradual increments. 

10. The most important event of the year in tho Orissa Tributary State's 

was tho insurrection of tho Bhuyas of Kconjhar 
against their Maharaja, resulting in his flight to 

Cuttack and final restoration accompanied by Rai Nanda Kislioro Das liahadur 
as Government Agent. The oppressions and^jxactions of the Maharaja wore the 
immtjdiato cause of tho disturbances, which were promptly suppressed by the 
local officers with the aid of tho Government police. A detachment of troops 
from Calcutta was also ordered under arms, but it was only held in reserve and 
not called into action. Although all active resistance on tho part of tho 
in.surgeats appears to have now ceased, and the Maharaja has been duly 
restored, the Blmyas, in spite of the efforts of the Government Agent towards 
reconciling them, still hold aloof, and yill neither pay tho revenue due from 
them, nor allow the payment of revenue by those under their influence. A pro- 
<;lamation has recently been issued warning them of the serious consequences 
of continued contumacy, and if this warning is neglected, they will during the 
coming cold weather be reduced to submission by torce, and their ringleaders, 
if ncces.sary, deported. 

11. The States of Chota Nagpur aro oxtrenndy backward compared with 

those of Orissa in almost every particular. With 
wiS’tho^cTota iN?gi.ur » greater area they contain only half the population 

and have only one-sixth the revenue of the Orissa 
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States. While every one of the Orissa States has a well-attended dispensary at 
its head-quarters, there is in the Chota Nagpur States only one dispensaiy, and 
that was closed for ten months of the year. While the Orissa States maintained 
1,207 schools with 15,620 pupils and expended Rs. 5r‘l,56{) on education, those of 
Chota Nagpur maintained only 39 schools, Avith an attendance of 063 and at a 
cost of Rs. 3,942. The Orissa States, according to the figures available, contain 
642 miles of prepared roads, while the Chota Nagpur States have only 250, anti 
the expenditure on roads and public works in the Orissa and Chota Nagpur 
States is very neaily as 20 to 1. Sir Charles Elliott has strongly insisted on 
the necessity of devoting a liberal expenditure to perniaiient improvements 
in States which are under Government management. 

12. The Lieutenant-Governor has observed that on the whole there seems 

to be little to find fault with in the administration 
tra^ro? the of tlieso Tributary States : if the people suffer from 

occasional acts of tyranny, and if the Chiefs do not 
always realise that their interests are identical with those of their subjwjts, 
there are many compensations in the way of low rents and jungle ami other 
rights which are not enjoyed in British territory. Instances of grave oppres- 
.sion are probably very rare, and an oppressed raiyat can always emigrate from 
a badly to a well-governed State. Too great interference is not desirable 
in the interests of the people themselves. In regard to the estates which aro 
under Government management, His Honour entirely agrees with tho opinion 
which has been expressed, that tho proper course is to employ, and as far as 
possible to improve on, indigenous methods, and not to introduce Western 
principles of procedure which it is impossible for any Chief to' adhere to 
when he takes tho control of his own affairs. ^ 

13. One of the most important steps to be taken in consequence of the 

definite settlement of the question tliat these 'I'l’ibu- 
tary States are not within British India, is the issue 

of new sanads to the Chiefs to acquaint them Avitli the position assigned 
to them, and to inform tlxom of the duties and powers of the Britisli officers 
coimected with them, and the Lieutenant-Governor lias accordingly suggested 
forms of sanads w'hich should in future ho given in all cases, 

14. The position of Poraliat in Singhhhura is peculiar. It was formerly 

a Tributary State, hut was confiscated by Govern- 
ment after tho Mutiny, and up to tho past year was 

never incorporated into the Lieutenant-Governorship of Bengal. A declaration 
has now been published under 28 and 29 Vic., Chapter 17, section 4. incorporat- 
ing Porahat in tho Bengal Presidency, and an Act has also been framed assi- 
milating tho law in force there to that in force in tho Kolhan, validating all acts 
done therein since the year ^1858, and declaring Porahat to form part of tho 
Singht)hum district and the Chota Nagpur Division. 

15. The leading events of tho year along the Eastern Frontier of Bengal 

were the punishment of Jakopa and subjugation 
of the Molienpui tribe in May 1891, tho mcoling 


Sanads of the Tributary Chiefs, 


Porahat, 


Kvents in the South Lushai 
Hills. 


of Captain Shakospear with Mr. McCabe at 
Kairuma and the settlement of the boundary between tho North and South 
Lushai Hills, the capture and deposition of tho Shondoo Chief Dokola in 
February, and above all the serious disturbances which occurred along the 
nort;hern frontier of Captain Shakespear’s charge during March and April. 
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In the bogiiiniiig of March Captain Shakespear heard of tho attack on 
Mr, McCabo at Lalbura’s, and marched northwards to assist or relievo him. 
Ife was, however, able to get no further north than Vansanga, when the whole 
country rose in arms, and after many skirmishes with tho enemy he was 
compelled to entrench himself in Vansanga’s village. There he kept all tho 
hostile Chiefs fully employed, and so prevented them from joining in tho 
combination Avhich Avas haras-sing the Aijal force; but ho was not able to cross 
the frontier or to return without a loss of prestige which would have been 
fatal to tlio security of tho British power in these hills. Meanwhile tho 
i nemy constantly attacked Vansanga’s, attempted Lungleh itself, and spread 
themselves over tho linos of communication, threatening Demagri, attacking 
the fort.s at Tuichang and Lalthuaina in force, cutting the telegraph wires, 
destroying ferries and bridges, and occasionally shooting or cutting up t.ransp*)rt 
followers and less often sepoys on tho roads. At this period co-operation 
from Bnrinah Avas alfordcd, and a column Avith lEr. Carey as Political Officer 
and” Captain Bose in <;omniand marched from Fort White and effected a 
junction Avith Captain Shakespear. The combined forces then did all in their 
poAver to render the punishment they could inflict as effective as possible 
Owing to the Avant of provisions occasioned by difficulties of transport they 
bud oidy five days at tlicir disposal, but in this time they punished several 
villages, and the conn'vy Avas reduced to quiet and temporary submission. 
It is rc'portcd that the Lushais Avere temporarily cowed by tho sudden and 
unexpected appearance of iHunforceracnts from the Burmah side. T’he 
column AA'hicli liad thus rendered .such valuable service marched on to Lungleh, 
and then to Chittagong, Avhere arrangements were made for their return to 
Ilangoon. 

With tho departure of tho Burmah Column tho active operations of 
the season closed. Tho hardship.s of tho campaign, due to tho unfavourable 
weather, tho siekne.s.s anu.iig the troops, tho Avaut of roads, tho di.stancos to 
bo traversed, and the diffieultie.s of transport, Avero excessive, and in tho face 
of all these adverse conditions the attitude of both officers and men appears to 
dcserA'c high commendation. 

If). 'J’hc three great liends of administration in the Lushai Hills relate to 

Tribute, Labour, and Disarmament. It is necessary 
Lushd Hiiuf 1“ to enforce tho regular payment of tribute a? the first 

Btt'[) toAvards the domination of the country, and 
under this bead the action taken during tho year wa.s satisfactory. This tribute 
is ordinarily levied in rice, because every maund of rice paid into tho Govern- 
ment posts in thc.so hills lessens the cost of administration : the cost of tho 
carriage of a maund of rice from Chittagong to Fort Trcgear being nearly ten 
times its value in the plains. Tn regard to labour. Captain Shakespear was not 
able to do so much as in the matter of tribute, and he reports that the question 
of enforced labour was at the root of tho recent rising, Tho Lieutenant-Governor 
concurs in thinking that it is absolutely necessary to insist on each Chief 
supplying a certain number of coolies every year as a token of submission, but 
that these men should bo paid, except when labour is to be exacted as a 
punishment. Regarding disarmament, little or nothing was done during 
the past year; but this is probably the question which,- above all others, is now 
of the most urgent importance for the welfare and peaceful settlement of 
the country. , 
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17. In January last a Conference, of which the Lieutenant-Governor was 

^ , , , . , , a member, met at Calcutta to examine various ques- 

PropoHed transfer of the whole . . » i t i • • 

rtf the Eastern Frontier from tions relating to the country of the Lushai tribes. 

Ikngal to Assam. Lieutonant-Govcrnor then strongly supported 

the proposal that the whole of this tract of country should be brought under 

one Administration and preferably that of Assam, and it has since been decided 

by the Government of India that the South Lushai Hills should bo transferred 

from Bengal to Assam as soon as possible. It has also been decided that the 

Chittagong district should be transferred from Bengal to Assam as soon as 

the settlement operations now in progress have been brought to an end, and 

that if it is found that there are diflicultics in the way of an immediate transfer 

of the entire district, the subdivision of the Chittagong Hill 'Practs should bo 

transferred in advance of the rest. The transfer of the whole of the Chittagong 

Division to Assam is, moreover, in contemplation. 

18. The Chittagong Hill Tracts were constituted a subdivision with otTect 

from tho l.st November 1891. The adininistrfitiim 

Chittagong Hill Trafts. territory Avas uneventful during tho yeiir, 

and tho only important orders which call for remark relate to the enlorceniout 
of rules which were framed in continuation of those under tvliich the 
administration was originally constituted. Although it had been laid down 
by Sir Bichard Tcmjdo as lon^ ago as 187C that tho jurisdiction of tho local 
Chiefs must be regulated by local boundaries, and not by tribal distinctions, tho 
latter priuciplo was still followed In practice, and it was not until last February 
that simple, clear rules wore enunciated that all hillmen Avero to bo subject 
to the jurisdiction of the Chief within whose territory they reside or cultivate. 
Local limits have now been defined for each headman, dewan, and .superior 
Chief, and advantage has been taken of this system to regulate and develop the 
land revenue of tho hills. Tho old rules for plough cultivation have l)ecii 
cancelled, and In future any suitable person wishing to open plough cultivation 
will be permitted to do so. 


PROTECTION. 

POLICE ANJ) CltLMIXAL 

19, An cxamiuatiou into tlit\,statisti<‘s of crime cogui/.iiblo by the ))olico 

during the ten years from 1878 to 188S, wliieh was 

Appoininiont of a Police Com- unJoi-takoi more than Iwo vears a!>'o ut the instance 
mittee. ^ . 

of tho Uovcrmnoiit of Itnliii, hJ)o\vetl CdUit-liL'^ivoly 

that, although crime generally Avas not groat in Bengal and was decreasing 

relatively to tho increase of population, certain crimes ov'inw'd a toudeuey to 

increase ; that an unduly large projiortion of the crime aetually occurring was 

not brought to the notice of tlie police or. of tho Magistrate's, and Avas therefon' 

never eiKiuirod into j that the police enquiry into a largo number of tho cases 

taken up was fruitless, .such cases never coming before the courts; and tliat 

a disproportionate number of tho persons brouglit before the cfmrts was 

acquitted. After tho fullest iiivcstigjitum, it Avas then decided that a 

Committee should bo appointed to enquire minutely into tho imperfections Avhieh 

bad been brought to notice, and to ascertain Avhat I’emcdies could be ajipliod. 

This Committoo submitted its report on the 26th February 1891, and 

during tho past year active measures have been taken to improve the several 

depaitmouts of the administration affected by its rocommeudatious. 
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20. In respect of tho village police, a Bill has been passed through the 

Legislative Council, Avhicli takes a stop in the diroc- 
TLe village jjolite. Centralising police administration and of 

bringing tho village watch into closer relations with tho District Magistrate. At 
prc'sent tlw; local village puncluij'et not only a])points tho chaukidars, but has 
authority under the law to docith' Avithin specilied limits how many chaukidars 
shall be employed and to lix their salaries. Under the now law, the pun* 
chayet nominates, but the, appointment of the village watch rests with tho 
District Magisti-ate. It is also provided that tho Magistrate and not tho 
punchayet shall determim' the number of chaukidars and fix their salaries. 
This Bill to amend the l;iw relating to the village police has received tho assent 
of the Governor-OiMieral, and bccouK! law siiufo the close of tho year. 

In other provinces tho status of the rural police has been raised by 
similar legislation, and it is hoped that a like result will now bo attained in 
Bengal. The special attention of all I)i,strict Magistrates has been drawn to tho 
necessity of trying to raise iho social status of tho chaukidars by refusing to 
aj)poii\t men of the hnv ca.stes and thieving habits who have hitherto been 
tanjdoyed, and substituting for them men ot better caste and more respectable 
position. It has also been pointed out that one of tho causes which has done 
much to degrade the village ebaukidar iuhis own esteem and that of the public, 
and to lessen his inllucuce for good, has boon tho habit, too common among the 
I’rovinical police, of treating him as a beast of burden and a menial servant ; and 
Magistrates and District ISupcriutondcnts of Police liavo been instructed to set 
their faces sternly against tliis practice. When tho chankidar rocogaisos that he 
is a servant of tho State and boars a .sanad of appointment under tho Magistrate’s 
hand and seal, it may bo expected that ho himself will refuse to submit to ill- 
treatment, and that tho inferior ijolico oificers will understand that his status 
has been so raised that menial employment must not bo thought of in 
connection with him. 


21. 1‘reparatory to any improvement in tlio constitution of tho regular 

police, a redistribution of their numbers appeared 

Tlic regular ijolice. , i i. i • ,i t . 

to be necessary, and tor tins purpose tho Lieutenant- 
Governor appointed a .separate Gommittce, Avhich cutcri'd on its dut.ie.s in 
Docomber last. Jt was laid down as a principle for tlie guidam‘,0 of the Com- 
mittee that no ollicers inferior in rank to Sab- Inspectors Avero ordinarily to be 
employed in the investigation of criminal cases, and that head-constables, whose 
number Av<mld 1 k^ greatly reduced, should be confined to Avork of a loss respon- 
sible natures Subject to this instruction, the ordcu-s communicated to tho Committee 
Avere briefly — (1) to Avork out for ea(di district by local enquiry tho number of 
Sub-Inspectors re(iuired to roplaco luiad-constables as investigating officers, and 
flic changes ncc(\ssary in tho distribution of tho hirco ; (2) to consider tho re- 
organization of the district resojwes, and how far this can be effected as part of 
tlie scheme of rcilistribution ; and (3) to frame rules for tho appointment of Sub- 
Inspectors and for their subsequent promotion. On these linos the Committee 
liavc submltfed elaborate proposals for tho reorganization of tho police force in 
Bengal. Their suggestions, together Avith proposals for the reorganization of 
the higher grades of tho police, jiavo been under tho Lieutenant-Govomor’s 
consideration after the close of tho year. During the year itself a considerable 
outlay, amounting to Rs. 1,71,417 per annum, Avas sanctioned for tho increase 
of tho pay and clothing alloAvanee of constables. A law was also passed for the 
reorganization (ff the special reserves, including the military police employed on 
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tho South Lushai frontier, which will in future be known as the Bcgigal Jlilitary 


Police. 

Tho Lieutenant-Governor has found it necessary to lay down precise 
instructions regarding the character of cases reported which tho police should 
refrain from investigating. They are as follows;— That in cases of house- 
breaking or attempted house-breaking where there is no theft and no clue to 
the offender, and in theft cases where tlie property reported to have been stolen 
is less than its. 5 in value, and is also of such a nature as not easily to bo iden- 
tified, such as grain or fruit, and where tho informant has no susjjicion as to the 
offender, no enquiry should be liehl by the police unless tho informant wishes 
for one. A third class of cases is that of assault, where other charges such as 
that of theft are superadded and appear to be more than doubtful ; such cases 
had better be disposed of by petition to the Magistrate. Kriquiry should, 
however, never be refused in tho first two cla-ssos of cases when the aggrieved 
person desires that an enquiry should be held. I’he police may refrain from 
investigating a case of this kind in certain given circumstances, but should not 
refuse to enquire into a reported cognisable olfence where an enquiry is asked 
for. His Honour hopes that by careful supervision and constant inspection 


District Su])crintondcnts will prevent any abuse of thc.so rules in future. 

Tho Lieutenant-Governor regrets to record the deatli after the close of the 
year of Mr. .1. C. Veasoy, who had been for several years Inspector-General of 
Police. Mr. E. R. Henry, who 'was ofiiciating as Inspector-General during the 
yi-ar under report, has since been confirmed in the ai)pointment. 

22. Sii- Ghaj-los Elliott accepted generally tho re(?onnnendations of the 

Police Commission in regard to the working of 
The criminal courts. Criminal courts, and rules jhavo heen laid dow’ii 

to <rivc effect to thmu. A fortnightly register, showing tho nnmlxir of under- 
trial prisoners, has bticn prescribed. The District Magi.strato has l)een directed 
to' inspect once a ’sveek the trial register of each subordinate ]\lagistrato 
•it head-ejuarters, sending for particular records, calling for explanation, or 
passing other orders where necessary. A statement has heen pveserlbed for each 
comt away ffom head-quarters, c.outaiuing extracts from tho trial register, 
showing each case which has been remanded more tlian tlirec times or lias been 
ponding more tlum a niontb. Proposals have been made for lioliliiig nioro fre- 
ouciit sessions. The general powt:<;5 of committal, which were bitheito exercised 
by all Magistrates of tlic second class, bavii been withdrawn. It has been arrang- 
ed that more attrition should bo devoted to the prosecution of police cases, and 
the cxp(iriment of transferring a largo portion of the Court Sub-luspcctor’s 
work to the Magistrate’s olVico and of setting the Court Sub- Inspectors free from 
the multifarious dct.uls which now engross his time, so that he may Lave leisure 
to prepare cases and conduct prosecutions, was ordered for six months in six 
solcctod districts. The attention of District Magistrates has been drawn to the 
unnecessary detentum of criminal lunatics while under observation in jail. 
They have been given to understand that jails and lunatic asylums are intended 
not for village idiots, who arc ncoused of petty offences, possibly becau.se tlicir 
fellow-villagers have groAVii tired of supporting tliom,but for dangerous lunatics, 
who are charged w'ith violent or homicidal acts or attempts, and that it is a part 
of their duty to see that none but such lunatics as come within the nbovo 
description are admitted into them. It has been pointed out that accu.^Kwl 
persons are often detained before the courts for an unreasonable time while 
eniiumes are being made by the police about their antecedents. It has been 
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enjoined on ^Magistrates and Subdivisional Ofticers that they should watch the 
proceedings of investigating police officers with greater care, and issue such 
instructions as they may think fit. The necessity of carefully watching over 
the work of their subordinates has been impressed again and again on District 
Magistrates with especial i-cfercnco to delays in trying cases and unnecessary 
remands. At the suggestion of the Lieutenant-Governor the High Court havo 
issued instructions to Sessions Judges that they are authorised and expected to 
inspect the Courts of Jlagistrates subordinate to them. Above all things Sir 
Charles Elliott has insisted that there shall bo no avoidable delay in the 
disposal of cases. It should bo a point of honour with Magistrates not to 
plead want of time as an excuse for adjournment; and when witnesses arc in 
attendance, the court should not rise at 5 i*. m., as has hitherto boon too 
often the practice, but should sit till dusk or even nft(jr dark rather than subject 
parties and witnesses to the inconvenience of another d.ay’s detention. The 
Lieutenant-Governor is glad to bo able to say that great improvement has already 
manifested itself in this department of the administration, and that his efforts 
to improve the procedure in Criminal Courts havo boon coi’dially responded to 
by all classes of Magistrates. 

23. Early in the year proceedings were instituted under the Lieutenant- 

Govoaiov’s ordins (with the apj)roval of the Gov- 
I’rosccution ol the Bamjaha,!. of India) which had for their (d)jeet to bring 

home to the conductors of the Native Press of licngfil that the disloj-al and 
seditious uiteratices in which so many of their number jtennit themselves to 
indnlgo cannot bo tolerated. The Duwjohusi nowsjuiper, which was selected for 
prosecution by the fdeutenant-Govornor, acting upon tlic opinion of Ins legal 
advisers, by whom llio articles upon which tlto prosecution was based were ehoson, 
was one of those Avhich, upon the passing into law of tho Age of Consent Act, 
had shown themselves conspicuously viohmt in their attacks xipon tho Gov* 
criiniont. Tho law was cUiarly (expounded in tliis case by tho learned Chief 
Justice of Bengal, and it was shown beyond doubt that dtliberate attempts to 
excite feelings of tmmity and ill-will against tho Government and to hold it up to 
tho hatred and eontempt of the peojxle, aiul misrepresentation of the true state 
of affah-s by partial statements of fac*ls, so as to cause disaffection, arc offences 
under tho law, and tliat writings of this nature in tlic ])iiblic pi-ess render those 
who publish them liable to pimishmeufc. In j^hc trial which took placo tho jury 
disagreed in their verdict, and, under tho orders of tho Cliiof Justice, tho case was 
postponed as a remand to tho next ensuing sessions of tho High Court. Tho 
proprietor, editor, manager, and publisher of the Bangohasi then presented a peti- 
tion to tho Licutenaut-Governor, in which they ox]>rossed contrition for having 
allowed the articles whicL formed the subject of the prosecution to appear in that 
paper, promised henceforth to conduct it in a spirit of loyalty to Her Majesty tho 
Quecn-Empress and tlio Govermneut of India, and 'threw themselves unreservedly 
on the mercy of the Lioutenant-Govornor. Representations were also made by 
the British Indian Association and by the Native Bress Association — a body which 
was formed after tho proceedings against tho Bangobasi had been instituted, 
with the object, among others, of improving tho tone of the Native Press and 
presorviixg moderation in the discussion of all public questions — interceding on 
behalf of the Bangobasi and entreating tho Lieutenant-Governor to direct, in 
consideration of tho humble submission of those responsible for tho paper, that 
further criminal proceedings should be stayed. These memorials wore 
forwarded by tho Lieutenant-Governor to the Government of India with’ His 
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Honour’s support, and, under the orders of His Excellency the Govemor. 
General in Council, the matter wa.s not pressed fui-ther against the defendants. 

There is reason to liolieve that tliis act of lenity was appreciated by the 
community generally, and that it exercised a healthy influence on the tone of the 
Press at the time. 


Kumber aod health of jjrisoners. 


Jnil buildiTigs. 


PltlSONS. 

24. The year was marked by a considerable increase in the jail population, 

the number both of admissions and of prisoners 
remaining in custody at the end of the year being 

greater than in any of the ten preceding years. The death-rate of 1891 was 
30*9 per mille, which is the lowest rate in record. During the year an important 
change was made in the rules regarding the release of moribund prisoners* 
The previous rule had been that only such prisoners as were likely to die 
in jail, but had a reasonable hope of recovery at homo, sliould be released. 
The Lioutenant-Govornor, considering that no prisoner should be condemned 
to die in jail when ho might have the consolation of dying at homo, issued 
orders in February 1892, under Avhich all moribund prisoners, except such 
as may have been sentenced to terms of imprisonment exceeding seven years 
for heinous crimes, are now released on the authority of the Magistrate of the 
district in cases whore the uncxpirc'd portion of the sentence docs not exceed 
six months, and in other cases under the orders of Government. 

25. The expenditure on jail buildings has attracted the Lieutenant- 

Governor’s notice. The existing .system, by which 
all building.s, even in subsidiary jail.s, are built 

throughout of solid masonry, seems to be unnecessarily extravagant, and His 
Honour, while for the sake of uniformity permitting the fetandard plan to be 
generally followed in the case of those few subsidiary jails where it had not 
already been introduced, has specially insisted on economy in this direction. In 
future years the Inspector-General will be allowed a fixed grant for original 
works, to be spent at his discretion on the most urgent of the works which have 
received administrative sanction. 

26. In his inspections of prisons the Lieutenant-Governor has also paid 

special attention to the labour question. His Honour 
found ‘Reason to believe that Superintendents of 

jails have, owing to the prominence given during the past few years to the 
important question of the health of prisoners and jail mortality, overlooked the 
punitive side of imprisonment. The importance of this matter has been 
brought to the notice of Superintendents, and orders have been issued for the 
employment, as far as possible, by the Public Works Department, of prisoners 
for such work as can properly be performed by convict labour. 

27. * Since the close of th6 year the Jail .Department has suffered a severe 

loss by the transfer to the Government of India of 

Transfer of tho Inspootor-Gene- services of Surgcon-Lieutcnant-Colonel A. S. 

ral Of Jails. o i t -i 

Lethbridge, c.s.i., m.d., Inspector-General of Jails, 
who had held that appointment for over fourteen years. Dr. Lethbridge 
has been succeeded by Surgeon-Major D. Vf. D. Comins. 

CIVIL JUSTICE. 

28. The Lieutenant-Governor has lost no opportunity on tour of enquiring 

i (>• QC j conduct of Civil as well as Criminal 

Administration, and of acquainting himself with 


Prison labour. 
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the requirements and defects of the Civil Courts. The inspection by District 
Judges of Courts subordinate to them is not always sufficiently carried out, 
and His Honour hopes that these inspections will in future bo more fre- 
quent and more thorough, and that the Judges will set themselves to the 
examination of the avoidable causes which lead to postponements and delay 
in affording justice to litigants. The Lioutcnant-Covernor has paid special 
attention to the state of the Civil Court buildings, and ho is satisfied that 
in some cases, especially in Eastern Bengal, there are valid grounds of 
complaint which require early attention. On the other hand, all objections 
are not equally reasonable, and His Honour has found it necessary to prepare 
a complete list of the existing buildings and of the demands for improvements 
drawn up and arranged in order of urgency, with a view to the allotment of 
funds for the relief of the most deserving cases. Sir Charles Elliott is desirous 
of concentrating the establishment of Munsifs’ Courts as far as possible at 
district or subdivisional hoad-(iuartors, and with this object has hesitated to 
sanction proposals put forward for rebuilding or constructing isolated offices 
on a large scale. It is at head-quarters only that a good bar can be obtained, and 
proper inspection and supervision can be exercised over the proceedings of the 
lower Courts. As tho ilon’ble Judges have intimated to Government that they 
are in general accord with tho principle of concentration at head-quarters, it 
may be expected that the number of outlying mnnsifis will be gradually 
decreased, and that now buildings will in the future be more often at the 
sadar or subdivision stations than in distant localities. 


29. Under the sanction of the Secretary of State four Subordinate Judges 

and 16 Munsifs were ajipoiuted during tho past year 
Estabhsiimcnts. upon the permanent estabUshnmnt. Tho abolition of 

tho special Small Cause Courts in Nadia and Jessor was also sanctioned, and all 
Subordinate Judge.s and some Munsifs wore vested with the power.s of a Small 
Cause Court Judge. The Licutenuut-Governor lias also takou into his consider- 
ation the recommendations made by Messrs. Stevens and Toynbee, who were 
placed on special duty with a view to revising tho strength and pay of the 
ministerial establishments attached to tho Civil Courts in Bengal, and has 
sanctioned a moderate increase to existing establishments where circumstances 
seemed to render it necessary, la minor particulars His Honour has, with the 
concurrence of the High Court, given effect to improvements in the administra- 
tion of civil justice. 

30, At the request of tho Government of India, the Lieutenant-Governor 

Calcutta Small cw Court. a careful enquiry into the working of 

the Calcutta Court of Small Causes. He considers 
that tho chief point which requires amendment in tho procedure of tho Court 
relates to the delay in dealing with contentious casos, and as a remedy for this 
delay His Honour has recommended that legal powers should be given to the 
Judges to deal with undefended cases in a more summary manner; that all cases 
should bo placed on cause lists, the number suited to tho average capacity of 
a Court being fixed for each day, and that a rule should be made that cases 
postponed from one da}' must be heard the next day ; that a single Court if it 
gets into arrears must sit later than usual to try its cases ; that if tho whole 
Court gets into arrears, it must enjoy fewer holidays and sit for more days and 
for longer hours ; and Hnally, that power should bo given to the Chief Judge 
to frame rules of procedure from time to time with the sanction of the Local 
Government. Sir .Charles Elliott has also strongly pressed for the appointment 
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of a permanent fifth Judge, and has insisted on a reduction in the minis- 
terial establishment employed, which, as shown by the Finance Committee, was 
excessive in comparison with that entertained in other Presidencies. 


REGISTRATION. 

31. The development of the work and revenue of this department 
continued satisfactorily during the year. The policy of replacing ex-officio 
Sub- Registrars by special officers was maintained, and the former class will soon 
disappear altogether. Ilis Honour has encouraged the multiplication of rural 
sub-registry offices, being of opinion that the opening of now offices tends 
greatly to the public convenience, besides ministering to an increase of 
revenue. Attention has been paid to the question of the proper performance 
of their duties of inspection by Special Sub- Registrars, and orders have been 
issued that any officer failing in his duty in this respect will be liable to 
a reduction of pay under the orders of Government on the recommendation 
of the Inspector-General. Sir Charles Elliott has also directed that, with 
a view to the selection of the best possible candidates for appointment as 
Rural Sub-Registrars, three names shall bo submitted by the District Registrar 
to the Inspector- General for each appointment, and that the Inspector-General 
shall, wher(5ver practicable, personally examine the candidates before making 
any recommendation to Government. 


MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION. 


32. The chief event of the official year in Calcutta was the second general 

election of Municipal Commi8.sionors under Bengal 
Cakutta Muimipai Lkctions. jj 1888, which took, place on tho 15th 

March 1892. This excited much interest among the Hindus ; canvassing was 
freely resorted to, and in several wards the election was hotly contested. By 
tho European and Muhammadan rate-payers, on the other hand, the pro- 
ceedings were regarded with comparative indifference ; and a comparison of 
tho election statistics of 1889 and 1892 shows that while the proportion of 
Hindus actually voting to the number entitled to vote rose from less than 
one-third to nearly one-half, tho proportion of Muhammadan voters declined 
in an inverse ratio, and that of Pluropeans, including Eurasians, remained 
stationary. * 

33. Difficulties arose during tho year in the working of those sections of 


tho Calcutta Municipal Act of 1888 which provide for 
Muuicfpta*Act.”*^'**^'^ Calcutta hearing of objections to the assessment of resi- 
dential houses. Under the law as it now stands, 
only tho Chairman or Vice-Chairman can determine objections, and the work 
has fallen into arrear. Tho Chairman addressed Government on the subject, 
and recommended either that iHie Chairman should be empowered to delegate 
tho duty of deciding objections to officers of tho Corporation other than the 
Vice-Chairman, or that a special officer should bo appointed for the purpose. 
Ho intimated, at tho same time, that many of the Commissioners would prefer 
to revert to tho earlier practice, under which appeals against assessments were 
heard by not less tlian three Commissioncjjrs. In replying to this letter, the 
Lieutenant-Governor briefly reviewed the situation and invited an expression 
of the views of the Corporation on certain alternative proposals based on the 
English system of assessing local rates. 
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34. The representatiyo Committee appointed in February 1891 to dis- 

cuss the question of the support of the Calcutta 

Amendment of Firo Brigade Act. t» • j u -li. i ai. • ^ j • 

Jbire iirigade submitted their report during the 
past year. They showed that under the present law jute and cotton ware- 
houses pay the entire cost of the brigade, and they recommended that the 
Act should be amended so as to divide these charges more equitably; 70 
per cent, being levied in the form of license fees from buildings in which 
substances involving special risk of fire are stored, and the remaining 30 per 
cent, being paid by the general public as represented by the Municipalities of 
Calcutta, Howrah, Cossiporo-Chitpur, Maniktola, and the Southern Suburbs. 
The representative of the Calcutta Municipality recorded a partial dissent from 
these proposals, but the Lieutenant-Governor accepted the conclusions of 
the majority of the Committee, and a Bill embodying them was submitted 
to the Government of India towards the close of the year. 

35. In March 1891 tho Corporation of Calcutta reported that the 

r hackney carriage service in the city was far from 

noy Carriage A«t. satisfactory, and had given occasion to much justi- 

fiable criticism and complaint. The Lieutenant- 
Governor accepted tho view of the Commissioners, and in the April Session 
of the Bengal Legislative Council a Bdl was introduced changing tho year 
of registration so as to run from 1st October ; permitting first class carriages 
to ply for hire; .strengthening tho control of the Municipality over the 
description of carrin 2 :os and horses to bo used; raising tho age of drivers 
recasting the schedule relating to rates and fares ; and empowering the Muni- 
cipal Commissioners to frame bye-laws dealing with such questions as tho 
quality of carriages, tho size and condition of ponies and horses, tables of 
distances, tho examination and qualifications of drivers, tho conditions of 
their employment, and the like. Tho Bill was referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, and received tho assent of tho Governor-General on the llth September 
1891. 


Amendment of Calcutta Hack* 
noy Carriago Ant. 


36. Early in 1891-93 the attention of tho Lieutenant-Governor was 

drawn to a judgment of the High Court, ruling that 
pafAcr^™^”*^ J^cngai Mumci- passed extending certain provisions of the 

repealed Bengal Municipal Act V of 1876 to 
particular municipalities did not apply tr>*tho corresponding provisions of 
Bengal Municipal Act III of 1884. It followed that those provisions dealing 
with important branches of conservancy, sanitation and cognate subjects, 
were not in force in any municipality to which they had been extended 
under Bengal Act V of 1876. This state of things called for an 
immediate remedy. Two courses were open : cither to amend tho Act so as 
to validate orders of the kind referred to which were passed under the old 
Act, or to issue fresh orders under the new* Act for each place affected 
by the judgment. While considering this point, tho Lioutenant-Govemor 
was led to enter upon the general question whether tho time had 'not 
como to amend the Bengal Municipal Act III of 1884 on a variety of points 
which had from time to time been brought to notied as calling for amendment. 
Tho matter principally requiring .reform is the system under which the assoss- 
ment of municipal rates is framed, in which many irregularities aro found to 
exist. Larger powers aro also needed to enable the municipalities to enforce 
sanitary regulations, and provisions aro required to facilitate tho control of the 
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Government over municipalities which neglect their duties — a control which 
can now only bo exercised by the drastic process of suspending or abolishing 
the powers of the Commissioners. A draft Bill embodying such changes as 
appeared to bo most urgently called for was accordingly prepared and sub- 
mitted for approval to the Government of India. The question was still under 
discussion at the close of the year. 

37. In reviewing the report of tho Sanitary Commissioner for the year, 

and in connection with the inspection of certain 
municipalities made by tho Municipal Secretary, 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s attention was drawn to 
the reluctance or inability of Municipal Commissioners to make adequate 
provision for tho registration of births and deaths — a duty which was imposed 
upon them in 1886 under section 346 of the Bengal Municipal Act III of 
1884. With few exceptions, the vital statistics collected by municipalities 
were found to bo worthless, and it became evident that the proper per- 
formance of this duty demanded closer supervision than could ordinarily.be 
looked for from tho Commissioners. After making enquiries and consulting 
the heads of the departments concerned, it was decided to transfer this 
work to the town chaukidars in all municipalities with effect from the 1st 
January 1893. 

38. In July 1891 the Executive Committee of the Puri Temple Fund, 

including some of the leading representatives of 
Sanitation of Pun. Hindu community in Calcutta, represented to 

the Government the urgent necessity for improving the supply of drinking 
water and tho sanitation of the town of Puri. Their suggestions were carefully 
considered by tho local officers and by the Lieutenant-Governor himself daring 
his visit to Puri in February 1892. A loan was sanctioned for tho purpose of 
carrying out a drainage scheme. The proposal to provide a supply of drinking 
water from tho river Surnoraai was not approved because of tho impurity of 
tho source, and it was held that the necessities of the case would be met by 
paying proper attention to the purification of tho wells, which are good and 
abundant, and from which most of the people drink. Instructions were also 
given to tlio municipalities as to the steps which might be taken to purify 
tho water of the sacred tanks. 

39. In dealing with the municipal reports of tho year 1890-91, the 

Lieutenant-Governor laid down that municipalities 
Primary education. might fairly bo required to provide primary educa- 

tion for all boys of school-going age — a number which may be taken to be 15 
per cent, of the male population of the town. Commissioners of Divisions were 
authorised to give effect to this principle when passing the annual estimates 
under section 76 of the Municipal Act, and to see that municipalities make 
ample provision for primary schools before allotting funds in support of second- 
ary education. It was suggested that tho best means of attaining this end 
would bo to ask each municipality to prepare a definite scheme for pro- 
viding tho requisite number of primary schools, and to submit it for the 
Commissioner’s approval, it was proposed that the grants given by Government 
to primary schools within municipal limits should be made over to tho munici- 
palities concerned for expenditure on the same object, and these, together with 
the relief afforded by the transfer of the collection and registration of vital 
statistics to the town police, will appreciably relievo their finances and help 
them to meet the new liability. 
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The Sanitary Board. 


40. Considcrablo attention was paid during the year to the important 

^ . , questions of municipal drainage and water-supply. 

Drainage and water-supply. at i 

At Dacca the existing water-works, the gift of 
Nawab Sir Khwaja Abdul Ghani, Bahadur, K.c.s.i., and his son Nawab 
Khwaja Ahsanullah, Bahadur, c.i.e., were materially extended by means of a 
loan sanctioned by Government. The Burdwan Municipality matured a scheme 
for extending their supply of filtered water, and had under consideration a 
project for draining the town. The question of draining the town of Howrah 
and providing an adequate siqqily of pure water w'as discussed by the Sanitary 
Board, but no final conclusion was arrived at. Projects for the drainage and 
water-supply of the group of iuunicipalitie.s on the cast bunk of tlio Hooghly, in 
the 24-Parganas, were brought forward and considered by the Sanitary Board. 
The Serampore Municipality obtained a loan for drainage, but the amount was 
not drawn during the year. The Oomniis.sioners of Utterpara applied for a loan 
for the same purpose and commenced a survey. In Patna the municipal area 
wuo carefully surveyed, and a comproliensivo drainage scheme estimated to cost 
nearly lakhs drawn up for the approval of Government. A similar scheme 
was undertaken in Muzaffarpur with the assistance of the Executive Engineer. 
Drainage surveys were also started in Midnapore and Bally. The Commis- 
sioners of Chittagong applied for the services of an engineer for water-supply, 
and the Pabna Commissioners made a similar application for a tlrainage scheme. 
The artificial lake which supplies the town of Chaibassa with water was re-exca- 
vated and cleared i>ut by the Commissioners during the year. 

41. Although the admiui.strative status of the Sanitary Board has not yet 

been very exactly defined, and no Statutory powers 
have been conferred upon them, they rendered 

effective service during the year as the official advisors both of Government and 
of the local authorities, who have to deal with questions affecting sanitation. 
Both Di.strict Boards and Municipal Commissioners sought the advico of the 
Board freely in the early stages of schemes of sanitary improvement. Projects 
of drainage and water-supply were initiated at their instance end under their 
supervision, and their intluenco was usefully exerted to j)rocuro the execution 
of the preliminary surveys, without which it is often impossible to determine 
whether a particular scheme is feasible or not. Arrangements were made to 
place at the disposal of the Board a complete set of surveying instruments to be 
lent to local authorities, who are often deterred from undertaking surveys by 
the cost of the necessary instruments. In the later stages of these operations, 
when schemes recommended by local authorities come before Government 
for legal sanction, or in connection with applications for loans, the Sanitary 
Board discharges a useful function in aiding Governraont with their pro 
fessional advice, which is all the more valuable for being based upon local 
experience acquired in dealing with the initial stages of the projects under 
discussion. No change in the constitution and duties of the Board was intro- 
duced during the year, nor does any such change seem at present to be 
called for. 

42. Excluding Calcutta, the total number o^ municipalities in existence 

at the dose of the year was 145, the total population 
enjoying the benefits of municipal administration 

being, as shown by the recent census, 2,721,405 souls, or 3’8 per cent, of the 
whole. The average incidence per head of municipal taxation of all kinds was 
He. 0-12 4, against lie. 0-11-11 in the previous year. The current demand was 


Statistics. 
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Rs. 19,59,240, and out of this Rs. 15,69,550, or 80*1 per cent., was collected. 
Of the arrear demand of Rs. 4,15,370 only Rs. 2,99,455, or 72 per cent., was 
collected, and Rs. 61,011, or 14*6 per cent., was remitted. The year closed 
with an outstanding bulaiico of Rs. 3,95,077, being about 16‘6 per cent, of 
the total demand. 

There was an increase in the total income of municipalities (excepting 
Calcutta) of Rs. 80,028, and in the income from taxation of Rs. 1,04,202. 
The total municipal expenditure of the Province (excluding Calcutta) was 
Rs. 28,66,056. The year closed with a balance of Rs. 3,09,028, against 
Rs. 3,60,912 of the year 1890»91. Tho largest expenditure was as usual 
incurred on conservancy (Rs. 8,00,365), roads (Rs. 4,32,600), hospitals and 
dispensaries (R.s. 2,58,544), office establishment (Rs. 1,87,452), collection 
charges (Rs. 1,38,896), lighting (Rs. 1,39,511), and public instruction 
(Rs. 1,30,068). Municipal Benches tried 20,090 cases of nuisance and breaches 
of conservancy rules, in which 17,352 persons were convicted, against 19,668 
cases and 17,689 persons convicted in the previous year. 

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. 

43. Much attention was given* during tho year to the question of rural 

sanitation, which is one of extreme difficulty in 
supply ' water- jjgQgalj not merely because the financial resources 

of the District Boards are wholly inadequate to 
tho work to be done, but also because no village agency exists competent to 
• carry out tho simple measures which are necessary to guard against the 
pollution of tho village site and the fouling of the water-supply. Under 
existing conditions the District Board alone is in a position to take effective 
action in these matters, and tho range within which its influence can be 
exercised is necessarily limited. Clearly tho Boards cannot execute all the 
sanitary works that are needed. But they have been directed to sot examples 
as opportunity offers by cleaning tanks, digging or cleaning out wells, 
especially along the chief roads, and by promoting general knowledge of the 
measures which tend to improvo the healthiness of a locality. If these 
sanitary works are well and cheaply done, not of too elaborate a character, 
and if use be made of materials available on the spot, it may bo hoped that 
neighbouring land-holders will bo led to undertake works of the same kind, 
and that the villagers may themselves combine to carry out petty local 
schemes, with or without the assistance of tho Board. Such works should be 
distributed impartially in different parts of tho district, in order to diffuse as 
widely as possible the knowledge of what tho District Board is doing and what 
its intentions are. 

In the case of one district visited by the Lieutenant-Governor on tour, 
where it was represented to him that many of tho old tanks had silted up, the 
District Board was instructed to set apart a certain sum of money each year for 
the purpose of cleaning out tanks and to choose those which aro important as 
being tho chief or sole drinking supply for a considerable number of people, and 
which show signs of becoming silted up. Irrigation tanks, it was added, might 
be left to the care of those who profit by them, and the Board might properly 
make it a condition that the people to be benefited contribute at least half the 
sum to* be expended. By working on these linos the Board may be able to take 

6 
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in hand from 10 to 20 tanks a year. This would bo a popular mode of 
expenditure and a real source of relief and comfort to the population. 

44. In reviewing the annual report of the Sanitary Commissioner for 

1889, the Government of India suggested that 
^**'^'* steps should bo taken to secure better management 

and sanitary supervision at places where large 
numbers of visitors congregate from different parts of the country. In order 
to give effect to this suggestion the Sanitary Commissioner submitted for 
the consideration of Govennneut certain “sanitary rules and precautions’’ 
which he thought should be observed at religious fairs and festivals. The 
rules were circulated for the opinion of district and divisional officers, with 
an indication of the Lieutenant-Governor’s views as to the extent to which 
they would bo applicable to municipal and district areas, respectively, and 
as to the general character of the obligations which may properly be under- 
taken by the District Hoards. Final orders will be passed on receipt of their 
replies. 

45. The Government of India having suggested that tlio system of farm- 

ing out cattle-pounds was in some respects open to 

Tlic farming of ponnds. i • .1 . • e .1 i? xi • 

objection, tlie (Question of the continuance of this 
practice was carefully considered in consultation with district and divisional 
ollicers, who reported mi the matter at great length. In reviewing the 
whole subject it was concluded that the increase in the number of pounds 
effected in recent years had been very advantageous to the people; that , 
such increase was only possible under tho farming system ; that the system 
of direct management could only bo properly worked at thanas, subdivisional • . , 
head-iiuarters, &c., under tho eye of officials, and could not properly bo applied 
to outlying villages, whore constant supervision cannot be exercised over the 
pound-keeper; that there is no reason to insist upon direct management being 
introduced even at hcad-ipiaiters of thanas, inasmuch as all the charges brought 
against the farming system arc equally applicable to the direct system so long 
as it is possible for the paid pound-keeper to embezzle the receipts and not to 
enter them in bis book ; and that the attempt now to go back to the system of 
direct management would inflict a heavy loss on tho revenues of the District 
Boards, which Provincial funds would bo unablo to meet, and which would 
therefore have to be made good by an Imperial grant. It was observed at the 
same time that, although there can be no doubt as to tho general soundness of 
tho system of farming pounds, no one would claim that it is absolutely self- 
working, and that there were some grounds for believing that the transfer of 
pounds to District Boards might have been accompanied by some relaxation of 
supervision. 

It was therefore proposed («) that arrangements should be made to secure 
the regular and systematic inspection of pounds by officers of Government ; (?) 
that leases should be granted, usually for a term of throe years, if possible to 
persons residing in the neighbourhood of the pounds which they farm, and in 
any case to men certified by the District Magistrate as solvent and respectable ; 

(c) that tho villages to be served by each pound should be specified in the 
pound-keeper’s agreement as is contemplated by section 4 of Act 1 of 1871 ; 

(d) that such registers should bo kept and such forms of receipts prescribed as 
would enable a proper chock to be kept over the pound-keepers without making 
unduly close inquiry into the amount of the farmer’s profits. These views 
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have since the close of the year received the approval of the Government of 
India, and steps are being taken to carry them into effect. 

46. Towards the close of the official year 1890-91 the attention of all District 
_ ^ Boards was drawn to the advantages attaching to 

Provident Funds. . . ® . 

) provident funds, in comparison with pensions^ 

as a means of securing for tho employ»5s of the Boards an adequate 
provision after their retirement. Rules were drawn up and circulated, and 
tho Boards were invited to consider the question and submit propo.sals. 
During the past year (1891-92) three District Boards have adopted provident 
funds. 


47. In tho revised edition of tho Bengal Famine Code, which was issued 

at the end of tho year, tho duties of District Boards, 
in times of scarcity and famine, were defined. It 


Dutios of District Boards iu times 
of scarcity. 


was laid down that District Boards must bo regarded 


as forming an integral part of the administration, and that it becomes their duty, 
as it is that of other departments of Government in time of serious scarcity, to 
subordinate the ordinary objects and methods of their expenditure to the s 2 Jecial 
consideration of saving life. District Boards, it was held, are the primary 
agency available for cojiing with famine, and must be expected in such a crisis 
to dire(5t their whole resources, subject* only to tho maintouanco of absolutely 
neees.sary works in non-affected^ tracts, to affording relief. Tliis primary 
obligation having been carried out, it remains for Government to suppl(?ment 
tho resources of Boards, if necessary, so as to enable them not only to combat 
famine, but also to perform ihcir ordinary functions connected with tho up-keep 
of district communications. Before, then, an appeal is made by tho Boards to 
Government for funds, all possible expenditure, beyond that absolutely neces- 
sary for bare maintenance and establishment charges, should be diverted from 
non-affected to affected areas, and from ordinary works of construction, such 
as bridges, which require tho employment of skilled labour, to those which can 
bo carried out by the unskilled labour of the ordinary rural i)opulation who 
are affected by the scarcity; and on the opening of relief operations the 
district budgets should be remodelled with this object. 

It was also ordered that the relief operations carried on by District Boards, 
whether in the form of gratuitous, relief, poor-houses, kitchens for children 
or relief works (whether civil agency or professional agency) should be 
regulated by the provisions, and their officers shoidd be subject to tho rules laid 
down in the Code. But though the agency of the District Boards is utilised in 
carrying out gratuitous relief, it is not considered that the cost of such relief 
falls legitimately upon their finances, and they will bo recouped for such 
expenditure from Provincial funds. 

48. Action was taken for tjjie first time under section 64 of Bengal Act IU 

of 1885, providing for the transfer of high English 
lo^rbodtes**^ whooU to ggjjQQjg under public management to local bodies. 

* By a notification dated the 13th November 1891, 

tho maintenance and management of the high English school at Monghyr were 
entrusted to a joint-committee, consisting of ton members — five delegated by 
the District Board of Monghyr, and five by tho Commissioners of tho 
Municipality. The cost of maintenanco was ordered to be paid by the 
Municipal Commissioners and the District Board, respectively, in the 
propoftion of four to five. 



20 


BENGAL ADMINISTRATION EEPOET. 


, ri891-9S, 


49. Tlie number of meetings of District Boards during 1891-92 was 512, 
Statistic* average number for each Board being 13’4. 

The total income and expenditure of the Boards in 
Bengal were respectively Rs. 62,13,324 and Rs. 63,91,657, against Rs. 58,67,818 
and Rs. 61,29,603 for the previous year. The income under Provincial rates 
increased from Rs. 33,38,524 to Rs. 35,10,235, chiefly owing to the better 
collection of road cess. The receipts under I’ounds increased by Rs. 28,412, 
and under Miscellaneous by Rs. 24,095, wliile the total receipts under Civil 
Works increased from Rs. 3,73,379 to Rs. 4,18,759. There was an increase 
also in the income under Education and Medical. The expenditure under 
Administration increased by Rs. 17,010, under Education by Rs, 1,03,520, and 
under Medical by Rs. 17,814, while the total expenditure mider Civil Works 
increased from Rs. 39,37,161 to Rs. 40,43,238 — an increa.so of over a lakh 
of rupees. During the year 22,308 miles of roads of all kinds were maintained 
at a cost of Rs. 26,97,002. Of the total length, 3,302 miles wore embanked, 
bridged, and metalled roads, 12,023 miles were embanked and bridged but 
not metalled, and 6,923 miles not embanked or bridged. Of the total cost, 
Rs. 10,81,607 were expended in original works and Rs, 16,15,935 in repairs, 

MARINE. 


50. In the beginning of the year the Chamber of Shipping of the United 

Kingdom memorialized the Secaetary of State, 
ofYiiriTooKS.^" reque,sting him tourg.) on the Government of India 

the necessity of taking immediate steps to remedy 
the obstruction to navigation and the heavy loss caused to .shipowners by 
the silting up of the river Hooghly at the Nynan bar. The matter was 
referred to the Port Commissioners, who had been addressed f)n the subject 
by the Chamber of Commerce and the Liners’ Conference. 'J’hc conclusion 
arrived at, which was reported to the Secretary of State, Avas that the 
channel of the llooghly near the Nynan bar had deicriorated, but tliat it was 
impossible to say whether the deterioration would bo permanent, and that no 
method by which a lasting improvement would result could probably bo found. 
A proposal made about the same time to light the bar at night, which was at 
lirst regarded with some favour by the shipping interest, was negatived, as the 
pilots were opposed to it, and the gentlemen who originally advocated it, on 
being made aware of tho dangers and disadvantages which would be incurred, 
expressed their desire that no further steps should be taken in tho matter. 
The possibility of utilising the Mutla river as an altornaiivo route to Calcutta 
was again brought forward and a resurvey of that river suggested. The 
project, which turned out to bo more costly than had been supposed, fell 
through owing to the Port Commissioners declining to devote any of thoir 
funds to it, and the Government of India, from whom tlie suggestion came, 


refusing to provide for any part of the expenditure necessary. 

51. A cyclone of unusual severity crossed tho Sandheads on the 5th and 


Oy clone of 6th Noyember 1891. 


6th November. The pilot-vessel Fame was much 
damaged, and the CoUroon foundered, all on board 


being lost. The crew consisted of five officers and thirty-seven men all told : 


a sum of Rs. 4,080, equivalent to six months’ wages, was distributed amongst 
the families of the men. The question of the best type of vessel to replace the 
Coleroon has been the subject of anxious and careful consideration.^ The 
Director of the Royal Indian Marine proposed the introduction of steam, but 
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the pilots were found to be strongly and unanimously in favour of a brig 
similar to the Fame, which, it has been decided, will be built at the Govern- 
ment Dockyard at Bombay. The buildings at Shortt’s Island in connection 
with the light-house were injured by the cyclone, but have since been repaired. 

62. The Kidderpore docks were completed during the year. No further 

The Kidderpore docks. movement has been observed in the dock walls, and 

it is hoped that the measures taken by the Engineer 
for their security, which were in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Special Committee, will prove successful. With the exception, however, of the 
graving dock, the docks have not yet been used, as the necessary arrangements 
for connecting them with the railway lines had not been completed. The scale 
of fees to be charged both for the wet and graving dock was approved by 
the Local Government. The Port Commissioners have not yet, as required 
by the Government of India, submitted a table of rates for their tramway, in 
which terminals are separated from carrying charges. A working arrangement 
with the Eastern Bengal State Railway has been adopted. 

63. The clergy of Calcutta presented a petition to the Lieutenant-Governor 

on the subject of Sunday labour in the port, and 
C«aSa^ai!d^ hittlgoig! communications were also received from other 

bodies in India and England interested. The 
fueling of the mercantile community, as well as that of the officers and seamen, 
was found *to be strongly in favour of restricting Sunday labour as much as 
practicable, but the situation of the port, where the loss of a tide might involve' 
the detention of vessels for a fortnight, required that great caution should be 
exercised in framing rules. Eventually, with the assistance of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce, rules were drawn up and passed prohibiting Sunday 
labour, unless in cases of real emergency. The effect of the regulations has 
been to greatly diminish the working of ships on Sunday. Similar rules have 
been framed for the port of Chittagong : for the Orissa ports no restrictions 


appear to be required. 

54. Sin6e 1886 it has been the practice to hold artillery practice yearly 

from Fort Pultah. The firing goes on for two days, 
Artilleiy practioe on the Hooghlx- Jq month of February, and involves 

the clearing of sixty villages and hamlets situated in the line of fire. Guns of 
increased power have now been fixed in the Fort, having a rangf of six miles, 
so that this year the area of clearance had -to be greatly extended. The 
number of villages affected is now 138, and it is estimated that about 20,000 
people had temporarily to vacate their dwellings. Considerable inconvenience 
and even suffering is caused by this enforced exodus, and receiving a 
proposal to increase the number of practices to four a year, the Lieutenant- 
Governor was compelled to advise the Government of India that it was quite 
impracticable to turn these people out of their houses more than once a year, 
and that even then some moderate compensation, sufficient to cover expenses 
aotnaily incurred, should be granted. 


PRpDUQTlON AND DlSTRiBUTlON. 

65. ..^e manegenieht of the Calcutta Botanical Gardens continues to be 
' BMcbMl CIsidstH,' 


excellent, and during the past year, despite an 
abnolmaliy dry season, many improvements were 
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Establishment of a Voterinai 
School and Hospital near Ca; 
catia. 


1. Mr. M. Finncane, c.s., Direc- 

tor of the Department of 
Limd Records and Agricul- 
ture, Bengal. 

2. Babu ^hoo Baksh Bagla. 

3. Mr. W. B. Gwytht?!*, Exe- 

cutive Engiueor, to ba also 
Secretary. 


effected. Over 19,000 specimens collected from various sources urere contri* 
buted to the Herharium, and the gifts of private individuals, together with 
the botanical explorations of the Curator and the collectors employed by 
the Calcutta Garden, added some valuable collections. The third volume of 
the garden annals was issued, and the bulk of the material for the fourth 
volume was prepared. 

66. The establishment of a Veterinary School and Hospital in the vicinity 

of Calcutta has long been in contemplation, and 
^ the Lieutenant-Governor decided that the time 
had come to give practical effect to this proposal. 
Private liberality in aid of the project has not been wanting, and the 
foundation stone has been laid of an institution at Belgachia, a suburb of 
Calcutta, the chief aims of which will be the amelioration of the condition of 
animals, the investigation and treatment of cattle-disease, and the instruction in 
veterinary science of a class of young men whose services will in the oonrse 
of time be utilised throughout the Province. It will also provide a home 
for the treatment of sick and sore animals belonging to the drivers of hackney 
carriages and bullock carts, admittance being regulated in accordance with 

rules to be framed hereafter. A Committee, 
consisting of tho members named on the margin, 
has been appoin^d to supervise the construction 
of the necessary buildings and to complete the 
organization and general working arrangements of 
the institution. Since the close of tho year the 
Committee have had the assistance and advice in respect to plans and 
estimates of Veterinary Captain W. D. Gunn of tho Civil Veterinary Depart- 
ment, whose services were placed at the disposal of this Govorumeut by the 
Governmout of India. This officer will iu duo course be appointed Superin- 
tendent of the Veterinary Institution, 

Tho combined School and Hospital will bo known as tho Bengal Veterinary 
Institution, while the two sections will bo styled (1) “Tho Kenneth McLeod 
Veterinary School,” and (2) “The Sir Diushaw Manockjeo Petit Veterinary 
Hospital,” in* deference to tho wishes of Babu Shoo Baksh Bagla, of Calcutta, 
and Sir Dinshaw Manockjee Petit, of Bombay, the former of whom has sub- 
scribed and paid to Government Rs. 30,000, at the same time making a free gift 
of part of tho land required and a house standing upon it, while the latter has 
promised a donation of Rs. 26,000 in furtheranoe of tho scheme. 

Dr. Kenneth McLeod, Professor of Surgery, Calcutta Medical College, 
has given an endowment amounting to Rs. 2,500 for the purpose of founding 
a scholarship to bo styled tho Shoo Baksh Bagla Veterinary Scholarship of the 
value of Rs. 10 a month, tonablo for three .years, in connection ]irith this 
institution. 

57. As the early cessation of the rains in September 1891 gave rise to 

apprehensions that the great winter rice crop of 
Scarcity reports. Bengal must be materially injured and that distress 

would probably ensue, the Lieutenant-Governor called for 'full and periodical 
reports from Collectors as to the condition of the crops and of the people, revised 
and republished tho Famine Code, caused lists of works available for purposes 
of relief to be prepared afresh, and thus maintained tlie Administration in 
readiness to meet famine, should it come. The first warning that scarcity was 
impending in some of the districts in the Patna, Bhagalpur, and Bajshahi 
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to the Oovemment of India bo long ago as December 
1891. The forecast then made has been verified by the result. Although a 
good bhBidoi harvest (or early rain crop) enabled the cultivators to bear with- 
out much STiffering the loss of the greater part of the winter rice crop, the 
oontinttanoe of drought reduced the outturn of the rabi crop almost to nothing, 
and resulted in the presence of a more or less widespread distress, which in 
March necessitated the opening of relief works in several districts. As was 
atnticipated, the effects of the scarcity have been most acutely felt in the district 
of Darbhanga and in parts of Muzaffarpur, Monghyr, Bhagalpur, Pumea, and 
D^najpur. Prices, though high, have nowhere risen to actual famine pitch, 
but the dearth of employment threw on the District Boards the responsibility of 
enabling all agricultural labourers who were out of work to earn subsistence 
wages, and it was for this purpose that relief works were opened. In the event 
of district funds failing, Government imdertook to supplement thorn from 
Provincial resources, and to grant loans liberally under the Land Improvements 
and Agriculturists’ Loans Acts. Monthly reports have been, since the close 
of the year 1891-92, regularly submitted to the Supreme Government giving 
particulars as to the affectod tracts and the relief operations undertaken. On 
the 1st April 1892 there wore about 23,000 labourers on the relief works, 
and nearly 900 people were in receipt of gratuitous relief. 


. FOEEST8. 

58. The reconstitution of forest charges has now been completely carried 

„ . out. The system under which Divisional Forest 

RcoonstituUon of forest charges, , , 

Omcers supervised the working of groups of sub- 
divisions in addition, in some cases, to holding direct charge of one or more 
subdivisions, has been entirely abolished. Independent Forest Divisions have 
been substituted, which are all under direct subordination to the Conservator. 
The result is that there are now twelve Divisions, in place of eight, including 
Direction, but excluding the Working Plans Division, which has also been 
abolished because there was no officer available to keep it up. By these 
changes, which were rendered necessary by the paucity of the staff of the 
Forest Department, it has been sought to economise the services of indivi- 
dual officers to the best advantage and to promote general efficiency. 

59. The proposal to transfer the Government forests of the Sonthal 

Parganas to the management of the Forest Deport- 
Oonserrator's visit to the Son- mont having been revived, the Conservator was 
thal PargonM. deputed to visit the district and submit a report 

tdter consultation with the local officers. The outcome of this visit was a scheme 
to declare the forests in the tract known as the Damin-i-koh protected under 
&e Forert Act, and to constitute these, and other Government forests in the 
P4rganas*a separate Forest Div^ion under the Department. The Lieutenant- 
Governor has expressed his approval generally of the joint recommendations 
of the Commissioner of Bhagalpur and the Conservator, and, if the Govern- 
ment of India can provide an additional Forest Officer to take charge of the 
new Division, will take the necessary steps to give effect to the proposal. 

60. Wherever practicable, waste lands bplonging to the State in Chota 

Nagpur and not let out on long-term leases have 
constituted Protected Forests under the Forest 
Act. It is hoped that when its adymatagesaro made 
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apparent, the example so set will be extensively followed by the private owners 
of large forest estates in the Division and by the Native Chiefs, with whom 
the Commissioner has already been requested to use his influence in this ' 
direction. 

61. Measures for the protection of iusectivorous birds in the interest 

of agriculture have been under the consideration 
Government. It has been proposed to take 

power to extend Act XX of 4887, an Act for 
the Protection of Wild BirdvS and Game, to such local areas outside of 
municipalities and cantonments as the Local Government may decide 
to be suitable for its operation. It was decided, however, that such pro- 
tection could not prudently bo carried out by the action of Government, 
except within the limits of the Government Forests, but that it might be 
extended there to a number of specified animals, including birds other than 
insectivorous birds, and fish. Revised rules were accordingly drawn up under 
the Forest Act for the regulation of hunting, shooting, fishing and the set- 
ting of snares or traps in Government Forests, and submitted for the sanc- 
tion of the Government of India. 

62. The outturn of the Cinchona Factory, which is regulated by 
the demand, exceeded that of the previous year. 
Four thousand five hundred and eighty-six pounds 

of sulphate of quinine and 4,190 pounds of febrifuge wore produced, the 
entire quantity being manufactured by the mixed oil process, which con- 
tinues to work satisfactorily. The revenue derived from the sale of sulphate 
of quinine, cinchona febrifuge, cinchona bark, and other products of the , 
plantation amounted to Rs. 1,09,322, yielding a net profit of Rs. 7,963. 
The profit, small as it is, was sufficient, the aim of Government being not 
to secure a profit, but to bring within the reach of the people a cheap remedy 
for fever. 

PUBLIC WORKS. 

63. The waste of time and labour involved in the preparation of projects 

which bad not been first of all submitted in the 
to “O'* rough, and received the stamp of approval from the 

Local Government, was noticed, by the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and the procedure has now been so altered as to require officials 
needing alterations or additions to buildings used by them or new accom- 
modation to prove the necessity of their requirements through the head of 
their own Department, the local Engineers merely providmg thorn with 
rough plans and approximate estimates to enable them to do so. When 
the necessity for a work is proved, administrative sanction is given, and 
the Public Works Department is then calRd upon to prepare a detailed 
scheme and to provide funds, if possible. 

64. The Lieutenant-Governor took exception to the existence of a 

duplicate executive and superintending agency 

out and control of works in connection with 
buildings and roads. Almost all the roads and all Local P^uid buildings, 
such as dispensaries, ddk bungalows, &c., had been handed over to theXMstrict 
Board, and placed under the care of District Engineers, while Impi^ial and 
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PlcoTinoial buildittgs, such as Post and Telegraph oflSoes, Churches, Courts 
and Jails, remained under the charge of Executive Engineers. The result 
of this was that Executive and District Engineers constantly travelled over 
the same ground, and competed with each other for labour for adjeMsent 
Duildings, two officers being employed on work which could easily be done 
by one, while the charges of Superintending Engineers and Inspectors of 
Local Works were found to overlap. This waste of power has been checked 
by handing over the care of Provincial and Imperal buildings to District 
Boards, and abolishing all but two of the Inspectorships of Local Works, 
relegating their duties to Superintending Engineers. By this re-arrange- 
ment it has been found possible to considerably reduco the cadre in the Roads 
and Buildings Branch, and the saving in the cost of establishment has been 
about Rs. 52,700 per annum. 

65. The fuller utilization of jail labour on public works was another 

matter that engaged the attention of the Lieutenant- 

Utilization of jail labour. ^ i j j • 

Governor, and orders were issued with a view 
to the employment of strong adult prisoners on such operations as brick 
and tile making, stone breaking, and soorkee pounding, which had hitherto 
been carried out by means of free labour; also on construction and repairs 
required to be done inside the jails and on now buildings and earthwork 
outside, but situated within two miles of it. 

66. The principal building^a in hand during the year were the now offices 

in Dalhousie Square, Calcutta, to accommodate the 

Principal works of construction. ti -j r, . . .1 n , » /m i , 

Presidency Commissioner, the Collector of Calcutta, 
and the Collector of Income Tax ; and the new School of Art in Chowrioghee 
Road. 

* 67. The ownership of the Budh Gaya temple was a question which came 

before the Government, but it was decided not to 
Miscelknoous. disturb the present understanding in the matter, 

nor to officially interfere in regard to the scheme suggested by some Bud- 
dhists to acquiro possession of this famous place of worship in which they 
feel a keen interest. 

Some interesting Buddhist remains, known as the Broadley collection, had 
been lying fur several years at Bibdr in the Patna district. Though of much 
historical and artistic value, their existence was not generally known, and 
^y were practically out of reach; it was therefore recommended that these 
carvings and statuary should be transferred to the Indian Museum, where they 
could be preserved from further injury and be accessible to the student. 
The proposal was approved of by Government, and a grant of money was 
sanctioned for the purpose. 

Experiments were made in the MuzafFarpur district to induce rainfall by 
means *of dynamite explosions, but they proved unsuccessful, probably owing 
toihe extreme dryness of the atmosphere. 


IBBIGA.TION. 


. 68. The Orissa Canals have nevOT yet been nearly fully utilized owing 

to the non-completion of the necessary distributing 
Orimemk. channeb. The delay in finishing these works has 

than bned been commented on by the Government of India ; and with 
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the View of hastening their completion and enquiring into the oansei Whie^ 
had retarded their progress) the Lieutenant-Governor paid a visit to CuttBok 
in January 1891. The revenue administration of these canals had never 
been Satisfactory) and successive years showed no signs of improvement) So 
the opportunity afforded by the tour was taken to enquire mto the defects of 
the system. 

69. It was found that the delay in pushing on the distributary works was 

mainly owing to plans and estimates not having 
disS^aries.^ been prepared as expeditiously as they ought to 

have been) but there was also great procrastination 
in acquiring land, and little energy was shown in carrying on works after they 
had been sanctioned and the land acquired. The Inspector-General of Irriga- 
tion, Colonel F. Ilome, r.e., visited Orissa in the same month, and measures, 
which have proved to bo effective, were taken to secure more rapid progress 
with the distributaries, as well as with certain other works which that officer 
recommended should be completed. 

70. The enquiry into the revenue administration also disclosed many 

defects. The assessments were made altogether 
t. Dofecte in revenue administra- independently of the Engineers, who were fre- 
quently not even consulted as to the lands for 
which water could be given. The enquiry into cases of unauthorized irrigation 
was delayed until long after the crops had been harvested. The five-year leases 
were granted on a system which necessitated a yearly enquiry and a 
yearly variation in the demand. The arrangements for collecting were 
found to bo ineffective and not economical. Altogether it was evident that 
extensive and radical changes wore necessary. 

71. A commencement of reform was made by Vesting the Engineers with 

the powers of Canal Officers, and by discouraging 
rovonuo admiuistra. Unauthorized irrigation 'unless careful 

and judicial enquiries had first been made into the 
history of each case. An ex|)erienced Irrigation Engineer, Mr. R. B. Buckley, 
who was conversant with the system in force in the Sone GanalS) w&s 
directed to draw up, in communication with the local officers, rules having 
for their object the reform of the system generally, and especially the issue of 
demand statements whilst the crop was still in the ground, and the collection 
of water-rates before the cultivator had expended the proceeds derived fixnn 
his crops. The rules drafted by this officer were generally such as to meet« 
with approval, but his suggestions involved an increased expenditure beyond 
what appeared to be absolutely necessary. The Lieutenant-Governor paid a 
second visit to Orissa in February 1892, and a 8}’8tem more resembling that 
in force in Bihdr has been introduced. The Engineers have practically been 
made responsible for tho assessments, and a Deputy Collector has beeh placed 
in charge of the collections and vested with certificate powers. In aocorCbnce 
with tho recommendations of the Commissioner, the subordinate staff will 
continue to be employed both on assessments and collections, so that no 
violent change in the direct communications between the irrigation officids 
and the cultivators has been introduced- Some details connected with the 
revised arrangements have still to bo decided, hut it is expected that towmrds 
the close of the current year a new set of rulos providing for all necessary 
changes will be passed. 
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72 . Diffio^HIB8 have been {oun^ in controlling irrigation from the Midna* 

pore Canal, there being no village channels and no 
means of preventing land lying between distribu- 
taries and leased areas being irrigated gratuitously. 
A system, known as the blook system, has been introduced, under which 
leases will be refused where unleased areas must necessarily be irrigated if 
a permit is granted. It is also contemplated to chargo a higher rate where 
leases for less than five years are allowed. The new rales framed to carry out 
these objects are still under consideration. 

73. The water-rate establishments on the Sone Canals were reorganized 

from the 1st of March 1892, the collections in the 
Sow C«wlfc ***'*^*^°*'* three districts of Patna, Gaya and Shahabad being 

- placed in charge of one Special Deputy Collector 
instead of a separate staff being maintained for each district. The immediate 
reason for this step was the heavy arrears which had been allowed to accumu- 
late in the Patna district and the gross irregularities culminating in heavy 
embezzlements which, on a special officer being deputed there, were found 
to have occurred. The collections under the new arrangements in this 
district amounted daring the year to Rs, 1,51,662, against Rs. 52,610 in 
1890-91. 

74. The drought of the autumn of 1891 affected the rice crops very 

. seriously, and the contrast between the magnificent 

fi«Ws irrigated by the canals and 
the starved and stunted nppearanco of the crops 
on lands not so irrigated, was a striking evidence to the benefits whidh the 
Shahabad district has received from this great undertaking. Nor were these 
benefits confined to the rice harvest, for the demand for water for winter 
crops was very great, and the large increase in rabi irrigation — 191,750 acres, 
against 41,393 acres in the year preceding — ^testifies to the skill and activity 
with whicli the demand was supplied, 

75. The increasing difficulty in maintaining intact the embankments in 

Bengal has for some years past forced itself on the 
j!,nibankniont8. attention of Qovemment. The marginal lands 

between the embankments and the river bank have been slowly raised by 
the deposit of silt, as also, in a lesser degree, the beds of the rivers them- 
selves, so that not only has the waterway been diminished, necessitating 
a constant raising of the embankments, but the lands protected by the 
embankments are lower than the stream, and cannot now be drained into 
it. These evils have been accentuated in the lower portions of the delta 
where circular embankments were thrown up many years ago to protect 
tracts of land, with the result that those tracts ore ;aow many feet below 
the genelral level of the country. In two special cases action has been taken. 
The whole of tho remsining embankments on the right bank of the Damodar 
abow the Begua khal have been levelled, and the same step is now being taken 
with regard to some portions of the embankment on the right bank of 
the River Gumti in the Tippera district. Three other measures of a similar 
character are under consideration, viz.— • 

(1) Ihe abandonment of 32 miles of the Bhagirathi embankment 
in the district of Murshidabad, and the construction in their 
place of a chord line, about five miles in length, above the 
line of the ]8hagwangola road. 
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(2) The removal of the Argowol and Udbadal circuit embankments 

and the improvement of the drainage channels in the Gontai 
subdivision of the Midnapore district. 

(3) The removal of certain embankments on both sides of the river 

Kupnarain. 

■76. It is probable that some decision will be come to as to the removal 

of the Bhagirathi embankment during the current year, but the interests 

involved in the remaining two projects are so great, involving the possible 

acquisition of large tracts of land which might be prejudicially*' affected, 

that no early determination in the course to be pursued can be looked for. 

The Bengal Irrigation Manual was in course of revision during the 

year, but its issue was postponed owing to probable 
Irrigation Manual. , . . . . . ... t • 

changes in the irrigation and navigation rules for 

Orissa and Midnapore. In the meantime a hand-book for the Sone Canals 

alone has been published. 

RAILWAYS. 


77. During the year three new projects have been put in hand. The 

Western Duars Railway is intended to serve the tea 
construction.^*^ projects under gardens of the Duars and put them in communi- 
cation with the Eastern Bengal State Railway at 
Jalpaiguri. It is being constructed by a Company under a limited guarantee 
from the District Board, and is 30 miles in length. Construction commenced 
late in the year, and not much progress has been made. The Each Bihar 
Railway is being constructed at the cost of the Maharaja of that State, with 
the help of a loan of 8 lacs from the Government of India. Nearly half 
the work has been finished. A feeder lino, about 3.5 miles in length, is 
being constructed from the Barsoi station of tho Assatn-Bihdr Section of 
the Eastern Bengal State Railway to Kishanganj in the Purnea district. 
Construction was pushed on with great vigour, and though the work was 
only commenced in June, the rails were laid in December, and but for- 
delay in sending out girders for the bridges, the lino would have been 
completed before the end of the year. The estimated cost is about 14 lacs. 

78: Several other projects have been under consideration daring the year, 

but without any practical result as yet. The 
Now railway projects under Lieutonant-Governor has urged on the Supreme 

consideration. , 

Government the construction of two feeder Hues, 
one from tho Sakri station to Jainagar in the Darbhanga district, and one hrom 
the Sultanpore station to Bogra, the head-quarters of the district of that name, 
recommending them partly as famine relief works and partly for adminis- 
trative and general reasons ; but tho recommendation has been unsuccesi^ol. 
A short branch of 20 milw, connecting the town of Krishnagar ..with the 
Ronaghat station, is advocated by the District Board ; and as they aias ready 
to guarantee part of the interest on capital, it is probable that the necewary 
funds will shortly be raised. The Lieutenant-Governor has supported thp 
proposal of the Bengal Central Railway Company to make an extension from 
TCbulna to Madaripnr, and has also given a qualified support to a schetne 
for a branch line from Magra *on the East Indian RaUway to ^twa on 
the Bhagirathi. 

79. The Torkeswar-Magra Steam Tramway which is about to be cons- 
tructed by the Bengal Provincial Railvray Company, 
Tari»8w»t.M»gr* TiMuway. Ljmited, is interesting, as being the first under- 
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’taking of its kind to be carried out solely under native management. It will 
bo a light railway of 2' 6" gauge, from Tarkeswar to the Magra station, a 
distance of 30rJ- miles, lying entirely within tho Hooghly district. The 
preliminary stops have been gone through, and tho necessary agreement 
entered into; steps arc now being taken to acquire the land, and as soon 
as tho promoters arc put in possession of it, they intend to push on vigorously 
with the construction of tlio lino. 

80. To settle tho long pending dilliculty of the cost and delay caused 

^ „ by tho steam ferry on tho Ganges at Sara, a 

Bridge over the Ganges at Sara. i 

(^oinniittee was appointed comprising such dis- 

tinguished experts in bridge building as Mr. O’Callaghan and Mr. J. R. 
Bell. They decided that a bridge vras practicable, and that the banks 
could bo protected against the erosion of the river, but tho cost was esti- 
mated at 100 lacs of rupees, and the Government of India was unable to 
provide so largo a sum. 

81. The operations of tho East Coast Railway commenced in tho 

Puri and Cuttack districts, and tho land has been 
East Coast lluilwAT. • i i . i-,.i . . . 

acquired, but very httle progress in earthwork 

has been made. This Railway is not under the control of the Bengal 

Government. 

82. One of tho conditions of the new Provincial Contract which 

began on 1st April 1892 involved a change in 
ClianRcsinEaiivray Admini'itTa. eolation of tlio Provincial Govcmmcut to the 

tioD introduced from April 181'J. , . , , , . , , . 

Railways which have Jutherto been under its 
• financial control. Tho Government of India held that administrative diffi- 
culties had been caused by making over tho management ',of State Railways 
to Local Governments; that the measure was one of decentralization in 
name only, as it had been found that Local Governments were unablo to 
relievo tlie Public Works Department of the Government of India of any 
considerable amount oE work in connection with the railways made Provin- 
cial, while the double control sometimes caused delay aud difficulties; and 
under these circumstances it was suggested that tho control of tho railways 
should be centralized in tho hands of the Government of India. It was 
proposed, however, that tho Local Government should retain a financial 
interest in the working of tlio railways in the Province, and in order to 
ensure this, the offer was made that tho Local and Imperial Governments 
should share equally in tho net profits of those railways. 

The Lieutouiint-Governor replied that he fully concurred in tho conclu- 
sions to which tho Supreme Government had cpmo, and in the reasons which 
had led to those conclusions, llo had long felt that a Local Government 
is not sufficiently provided with experts on its establishment to enable it to 
deal pro*perly with the many technical questions which arise in Railway 
administration, and that uniformity in tho management of State Railways 
is irtiove all things advisable. At the same time bo considered that it was 
desirable that the Local Government should have some financial interest in 
the well-being of railways, which would stimulate it to encourage the 
development of traffic, and especially to foster the construction of feeder 
roads leading to the railway stations. On every ground therefore he cordi- 
ally supported tho proposal of the Government of India, and effect has 
been given to in the contract which has now been framed. 
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83. The total Lnperial Receipts amounted to Rs. 13,35,20,473 in 1891-92 

against Rs. 13,48,75,170 in 1890 91 ; there was an 
Impiriai finance. iucrcasc of Rs. 25,08,229 under nine major heads, 

and a decrease of Rs. 39,10,870 under four, so that there was a net decrease 
of Rs. 13,48,047. The lieads under which the greater part of the increase 
took placo are Opium, Salt, Stamps, Excise, Customs and Interest, and it is 
attributed, respectively, to the higher prices obtained at opium sales ; to tho 
larger quantity of salt having been taken out of bond ; to tho larger number 
of civil suits instituted during the year in almost all the districts in tho 
Prcivinco ; to the increased license fees from outstills and other excise shops ; 
to larger imports of mineral oil, arms and ammunition, and larger exports 
of rice; and to tho interest on additional loans granted to tho Calcutta Port 
Tru.st for tho Kidderporo Bocks. The decreasi^ was almost entirely under 
Land Revenue, and was chiefly duo to tho absence of any special benevolcnco 
fi’om tho I’rovincial revenues, such as tho contribution of ten lakhs taken in 
1890-91 ; to tho re-adjustment of the net earnings of the Bengal and North- 
AVestern Railway in favour of the Provincial revenues, against larger credits 
taken in the preceding year, and to contributions nnulc in 1891-92 to recoup 
the Provincial revenues for additional expenditure incurred on account of 
survey and settlement operations and charges on account of the South 
Lushai Hills. The expcndH»>y showed a net decrease of Rs. 21,53,043. 
There were increases amounting to Rs. 11,23,120 specially under Refunds 
and Drawbacks, Scientific and other Jlinor Departments, and Stationery and 
Printing, duo to larger refunds of duty on arms and rice, to charges on 
account of census operations, and to larger dt>maiuls for paper for census 
forms and Press works. Against these there was a decrease amounting to 
Rs. 32,76,709, of which Rs. 31,97,453 was under Opium, and was duo to 
smaller payments having been made owing to smaller outturn of tho crop. 

84. The balance of Currenqj Notes in the treasuries rose fronr Rs. 41,73,320 

at tho beginning of tho year to Rs. 45,71,180 at tho 
close, being an increase of Rs. 3,97,860. During 

the year the value of notes supplied to the district treasuries to meet local 
requirements was Rs. 17,00,500, against Rs. 25,80,650 in the previous 
year. The decrease was chiefly duo to smaller supplies to the treasuries at 
Rankura, Chittagong, Gaya, Hazdribdgh, Singhbhum, and Manbhum. The 
supplies to the two last-mcntioiud treasuries were exceptionally largo in 
1890-91 to meet requirements- of tho Bengal-Nagpur Railway. Howrah, tho 
24-Parganas, the Calcutta Collectorate, and tho Calcutta income-tax treasuries 
remitted to the Bank of Jhmgal notes amounting to Rs. 71,49,955, against 
Rs. 64,99,790 in 1890-91. Tho total amount of the remittances in . surplus 
notes made to Calcutta by all tho district treasuries in the Province amounted 
to Rs. 1,45,66,100, against Rs. 1,20,05,425. Tho total value of the notes 
received from tho public in payment of Government dues amounted to 
Rs. 2,90,01,185, and was considerably larger than in any of the previous ten 
years, while the value of notes* issued to the public in payment of claims 
against Government was Rs. 1,20,11,010, which was higher than in any of 
the- previous ten years except in 1889-90, when the exceptionally high figure 
of Rs. 1,26,53,350 was reached. 


Currency Notes. 



SUMMARY, 


31 


1891-92.J 


85. The following table compares the approximate actuals for 1891-93 

with the latest estimates adopted by the Govern- 

Provincial finance. 
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Famine Relief and InBUranec— 

33. Kaiiiine relief 

37. Conatruetion of Railways ... 

Railways (Rf'\ertiii' aeeount)— 

SS. Blatfi Ruilways- 

VVorKing expenses* 

Interesl on debt 

40. Subbidi/ed Companies— 

Land, Ac. 

41. Miseellaneous Railway expend 

tunf 

Total 

, Irrigation— 

42. Major ijorks— 

Working expenses 
Interehton debt 

43. Minor Works and Navigation— 


2.5,38,307 


1,60,855 

2,41,083 


4.01,9.38 


0,69,92.000 i 6,77,63,720 


6,94,60,000 I 0.02,36.404 


By Uivil Department 


Total 


Buildings and Roads— 

46. Civil Worka— 

By Public Works Popart ment . 
By Civil Departmont 

• Total 

Contributions 

Total oxpunditure of fhe year 
Closing balance 

Gravd Total 


Revisctl esti- 
mate, lstU-9a. 
adopted by 
tlm 

Gov'enunont 
of India. 

Apprnii- 
mate 
actual K, 
isyi-oa, 

R.-*. 

Us. 

1,09,0011 1 
1.(>.S,(N)0 
39,50 (lOi) 

.50.000 

3,41.0(10 

],i'>.'j,U0(i 

4,:i0.0(MJ 

6.2.5 ooo 
no.iioo 
2,10,0(10 
3,;.s,ooo 

1.64,204 

l,Uj,J29 

4<I,H,S,S77 

Ol.tiOH 

3.37,772 

1. GO. 41 6 
4.27,057 

6, IS, 721 
90,01 4 
2,10,257 
.3.41,737 

Gt-.‘D,IH)0 i 

llo,52.7!»2 

9.5, OOU 

1.02,072 


4.UI.S 

10 01.000 
84 10,000 
2oji.5,O"0 
ri^,.u.ow» 
!i,:to,iiiio 
2.5,H.5 Olio 
15,0,5,000 

1 '.2,000 

lfi.L5.236 

S4.s2,mi7 

20.2l,3:j7 

.59,.5:i,ll3 

n 42,1*10 

2.5 51,574 
15,00,11.52 
.Tl,50.5 

3,00,000 

.3, 11, .556 

2,32 .5.5.000 

2.3t.7S,75KI 

1.5 R8,0(>0 
J;t, 00,000 
2,07,000 

10 00,7.56 
J3,.I4 9;i0 

2.9 1.751 

31, 000 

.32,10.436 

R,0t»0 ! 


14,(K«t 

7,750 

1,0-1, .3,5,000 
3‘;, 96,000 

l,04.ij.5.Sfl8 

36,90,98.8 

3.000 

1,368 

78,000 

76,1 (hi 

l,K.T2,00o 

1,42,40,377 

14.23,000 

24,04,009 

15,64.171 

24,03407 

16,84,000 
.. 2,000 

16,69.706 

14,562 

.. 65,13,000 

63,31,(”6 

37.43,000 

2,11,000 

38.80,194 

1, .50.209 

39,54,000 

4li;i0,-103 

8,79,000 

6,7.8,841 

6,74,66,000 

30.00,000 

6,78,63,685 

23,724HB 

6,94,66,000 

6,02,36,404 
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Details of fluctuation in revenue. 


86. Taking the Civil and Public Works heads together, tlie Provincial 

receipts of the year amounted to Rs. 5,77,63,720, 
against tho revised estimate of Rs. 5,09,92,000, and 
the Provincial expenditure aggregated Rs. 5,78,63,585, against the estimate of 
Rs. 5,74,65,000. The revised estimate allowed for a special contribution of 
3^ lakhs from Imperial to Provincial, to make up the Provincial balance of 
20 lakhs, which, under tho orders of tho Government of India, the Government 
of Bengal is ordinarily bound to maintain. No sucli grant was, however, 
necessary, as an unanticipated increase occurred in almost all principal revenue 
heads in the last two months of the year. The main cause of tho improvement 
in the financial position of tho Province was the increase in the Provincial 
share of receipts under Railways, as the following statemont will show: — 



Estimate passed hy 

Ap))TOximiito 



tho Government 



of India, IS91-92. 

1S91.92. 

Beckiptb. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Eastern Bengal Skato Ilailway 

. 

70,90,000 

68,41,226 

Other sections of the Eastern Bengal System 

t • 

4 : 1 , 00.000 

40.22,609 

^alhati 

.. 

90,000 

92,363 

Tirhut and Bengal and North-Western Bailway 

•• 

48,50,000 

48,88,540 



1,63,90,000 

1,64,41,728 

Deduct — Imperial share of the receipts from East- 



ern Betij^al State Bail way (Proper), 



being excess over 30 lakhs of the 

net 



earnings of tho Hailway 

• •• 

8,26,000 

4,05,180 

Total 


1,66,65.000 

1,(50,39,548 

CUABGBS. 




Eastern Bengal State Bailway 


32,65,000 

34.38,016 

Other sections of tho Eastern Bengal System 

• » « 

28,85,000 

28,26,717 

Nalhaii ... •«. 


60,000 

48,177 

Tirhut and Bengal and North-Western Bail way 

... 

42,25,000 

41,64,898 

Total 

• •• 

1, 04,35, 00(> 

1,01,66,868 

Net receipts 


5 1. 30, (XX) 

C6, 73,080 


Tho charges of tho Eastern Bengal State Railway (Proper) amounted to 
Rs. 34,36,046, against Rs. 32,65,000 passed by the Government of India in the 
revised estimate. "I’ho increase was duo to tho adjustment of tho claim of tho 
blast Indian Railway Company for arrear freight on coal amounting to 
Rs. 2,21,102. This increase in expenditure on tho broad gauge section, as 
well as tho decrease in receipts from that section, resulted in a credit of 
Rs. 4,05,180 only to the Imperial revenues, against the estimate of Rs. 8,25,000, 
as the Imperial share is limited to any excess over 30 lakhs of tho net earnings 
of Eastern Bengal State Railway (Proper). Thus, while tho gross recoipts^and 
charges under Railways exceeded tho revised estimates only by Rs. 54,728 and 
Rs. 30,868 respectively, and the net earnings by Rs. 23,860, the reduction of 
the Imperial share in those earnings benefited the Provincial revenues to the 
extent of nearly Rs. 4 j lakhs. 

The revenue derived from tho canals classed as Irrigation Major Works 
amounted to Rs. 16,02,710, against Rs. 14,42,000 provided for in the revised 
estimate. The excess was due chiefly to larger collections of water-rates. 
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The heads of revomie and receipts in the Civil Department which chiefly 
contributed to the increase were Eiaiid Revenue (Rs. 58,000), Stamps 
(Rs. 1,50,000), Excise (Rs. 40,000), Provincial Rates (Rs. 1,43,000) and Jails 
(Rs. 78,000). 

87. The total expenditure exceeded the 
diturt‘“* of fluctuation in eipcn- revised estimate by Rs. 3,98,585, and the chief 

flucluations are exphiiried below: — 

Land Ito.venue. — The Accountant-General’s approximate account showed 
tliat the total expenditure under tliis head, exclusive of charges for profes- 
sional surveys, amounted to Rs. 37,06,944, against the revised estimate 
of Rs. 39,50,000 including those charges. The adjustment for these charges 
between Imperial and Provincial has not yet been Anally made, but the 
figures coimnunicated by the Comjdrollcr of the Indian Treasuries show that 
tlie Provincial sliaro of these charges amounted to Rs. 3,81,933, against 
Rs. 4,70,000 included in the estimate. Tlic total under TiUnd Revenue tlius 
amounted to Rs. 40,88,877. 

Post Ojjlcc. — I'lie cliargcs, amounting to Rs. 4,498, sliown under 
this head were for the conveyance of mails in tlic South Lushai Hills, for 
which no provision was made under this liead, tin* charge being taken under 
Land Rovenm: — Dihtrict Administration. 

Lav! avd Justice^ Courh of J 411 W . — The actual ebarges under the heads 
of («) “ Law .O/liccrs,” {b) “Civil ami Sessions Courts,” and (r) “ Refunds” 
exceeded the estimates by Rs. 18,000, Rs. 29,000, and Rs. 13,000, respectively. 
'I'lio increase under («) was due to tlio adjustment of large payments 
in Calcutta for conducting certain important law suits. 

FoUc.e . — The revised estimate under this head \va^ Rs. 58,31,000, 
but the total expenditure amounted to lbs. 59,53,113. ’I’hc exco.s3 was under 
“Village Police” (Rs. 16,000), “Special Police” (Rs. 64,000), and 
“ Refunds” (Rs. 50,000), the increase under the first bead being due to the 
extension of Act V of 1887 to the district of Jjohardaga, and that under the 
second to heavier expenditure in the South Lushai Hills. 

FoUlical . — Tliore was larger expenditure under “ Durbar Presents,” and 
the total charges amounted to Rs. 34,505, agaiu.st the revised estimate of 
Rs. 12,000. The Inoreaso was on accotmt of kbillats purchased for jjrcsentation 
to the roeiplents of titles sanctioned after the revised estimate had been 
])asscd. 

Stutmienj and Printing. — The original budget estimate \iuder this bead, 
amounting to lbs. 10,18,000, was raised by the Government of India to 
Rs. 13,09,000 on information furnished by the* Huperintendent of Stationery 
for a largo increase of expenditure under “ Stationery .supplied from Central 
Stores.” • The actual charges amounted to Rs. 13,34,030, the increase being 
duo to increased charges on account of rent of godowus and ofliuo expenses and 
miscellaneous, consequent on increased purchases and larger supplies of 
stationery. 

Misceltaneotis . — There was an increase of expenditure under “ Donations 
for charitable purposes ” (Rs. 25,000), duo entirely to the larger p.ayiiiont on 
account of the contribution to the Calcutta Female Nurses’ Institution made at 
the close of the year, and under “Miscellaneous and unforeseen charges’’ 
(Rs. 54,000), cbiclly on account of the irrecoverable balance of embankment 
advances made in the district of Muzaffarpur from 1877 to 1882, amounting 



34 


IlEKOAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


[1891-92. 


to Rs. 42,000, written oflF under the order of Government to debit of this head. 
The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 2,04,751 against Rs. 2,07,000, the 
revised estimate. 

Irrigation Major Works, — An expenditure of Rs. 13,54,171 was incurred 
on account of tlic working expenses of the canals, against Rs. 14,23,000 
provided for in the revised estimate. The saving was mainly under the 
following heads : — 





Revisod 

fstimatf*. 

Actuals. 




Bs. 

Rs. 

luaporo Canal — 
Kstablisliment 

••• 


7"),000 

Cl, 301 

ic Projoct — 

Exton'iioDs 



8.000 

3,812 

Popair.^ 

... 

... 

... 2,71,000 

3,G9,S04 

E.stablishniciit 

... 

... 

... :b9i,ooo 

3,:>6,673 

Kcfuiuls of llcvonuo 


... 

I3.0f)0 

8,980 



Total 

... 7,5S.OOO 

6,02.47() 


Minor Works and Navigation. — The works in charge of tlio Pulilie Woiks 
Department cost Rs. 1 5,50,708, against Rs. 1G,S4,()()() provided for in the 
revised estimate passed by the Government of India. The decrease was mainly 
for smaller expenditiue on the Tlijili Tidal Canal and under Agricultural 
Works. There was, however, an increase of expenditure on Minor Works under 
Civil Department, which was nominal, being due to the charges, amounting to 
Rs. 12,038, on account of the Dankuni canal, originally treated as drainage 
advances, and included under “ Loans and Advances,” having been written back 
and adjusted by debit to this head, the amount being now included in, and 
recoverable along with, the capitalized maintenance charges of die Dankuni 
drainage scheme. An increase of nearly the same amount occurred on the 
receipt side. 

(Hi'U Works in vhurge of the Ihiblic Works Deparhneni. — dlio increase 
under this head was Rs. 1,37,104, due principally to the increase of stock 
in the First Calcutta Division caused by the purchase of bricks from the 
lessee of the Govei’nrncnt factory at Aki’a. 

Civil Works in charge, of Civil Officers — The charges under this head 
aggregated Rs. 1,50,209, against Rs. 2,11,000 passed by the Government 
of India in the revised estimate. The details are — 




Rcvi.sed 




estimate. 

Actuals. 



Rs. 

1 

Rs. 

p'orries 


19.000 

4,608 

Works in Lushai 

-I 9t9 

1,10,000 

86,878 

Contributions 


62,000 

26,699 

Refunds 

.. 

20.000 

32.124 


Total 

... 2,11.000 

1,60,209 


A provision of Rs. 25,000 was made in the budget for contribution 
to the Khulna Municipality for improvements of the town, but the grant 
was not drawn in that year. 
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Towards the close of tlie year, some discussion took place between the 
Local and Imperial Governments as to the probable closing l.mlance of 
1891*92. After several different estimates had been put forward, the Govern- 
ment of India adopted Rs. 16,06,000, and undertook to contribute the amount 
necessary to make up the proscribed minimum. As a matter of fact, no 
contribution was needed, for the closing balance, as .shown above, amounted 
to Rs. 23,72,909, and this increase arose from natural causes. 1’ho chief 
point upon which the discussion turned was the adjustment of the charges 
for the administration of the South Lushai Hills, survey and settlement, 
and Tirhut State Railway, during the previous five years. 

In March 1892 the terras of the Provincial contract for the next 
five years were settled by the Government of India. The history of this 
([ucstion bel<)ug.s, however, to the financial year 1892-93. 


8'S. There are five Incorporated Local Funds', the District Road Fund in the 

districts of lldzaribi'igh, Lohardaga, Manbhuiu, and 

IjliC’lll tlUQ.Il('C* I*. • . I • » ■ n -I * « 

Uarjocling*, to which tlic provisions of tlic Local 
Self-Government Act have not been extended; the District Road Account in 
three? district.s in which the Cess Act is not in force, viz., Singhhhum, the 
Sontlial Parganas, and the Chittagong Hill Tracts ; the District Fund in the 
remaining thirty-eight districts to which the Local Self-Government Act is 
in force ; the District Post Fund, .which is maintained by the zamindari dfik 
cess ; and the- Inland Lahour Transport Fund, the receipts of which are derived 
* from various fees levied under the Act, and any deficit in which is debiteil 
to the Assam portion of tiie Fund. The receipts of those funds amounted 
'"to Rs. 81,72,002 and the expenditure to Rs. 82,27,775, so that the balance 
in hand decreased by Rs. 55,083. The local funds the transactions of whi(?h 
appear in the Govermuent account books, but whuih are not included as part 
of the receipts and expenditure of the Province, are known as Excluded Local 
Funds. The total receipts from these funds, including those from Municipa- 
lities, and (Chittagong Port Trust, amounted to Rs. 23,77,527, and the expendi- 
ture to Rs. 23,03,300; and the closing balance wjis R.s. 6,16,200, as against 
Rs. 6,02,033, the opening balance of the year. 

89. As in previous years, the Road and Piddic Wor/cs Cesses were levied at 


lioiid and I’ublic. Works Cesses. 


inaximiHii rates in all districts where Bengal Ac.t 


1a 01 1880 was in loreo, except in Baekergunge, 
where the Road Cess was levied at half of the maximum rate, the Public Works 
Cess being levied at full rates. The reason which first led in 1877-78 to the 
reduction of the road cess in Baekergunge to half the rate was the distress 
caused by the cyclone of October 1876. Tn 1*882-83 the reduced rate was 
continued in consideration of tho Ioav prico of grain and the heavy losses 
sustained . from cattle disease. •These reasons have long spent their force, 
but the opposition of members of tho District Committee, and subsequently 
of the District Board, who represent tho zamindari intere.sts of tho district, 
rovented an increase in tho rate. The attention of the Commissioner of Dacca 


has been drawn to the matter with a view to inducing tho District Board to 
abandon a position which is no longer justifiable. Tho tofcil current demand for 
Road and Public Works Cesses for tho year umfer report was Rs. 79,67,933, and 
tho arrear demand Rs. 19,44,615, so that the gross demand was Rs. 99,12,548. 
Tho total collections amounted to Rs. 80,61,032. The percentage of arrear 
collections on arrear demand was 70*6, and of current collections on current 
demand was 83’3. The year closed with an arrear balance of Rs. 18,35,454. 
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In onlv 11 districts both current and arrear collections exceeded 90 per cent. 
I'he j^ross rental rose from Us. 13,11,08,432 at first assessment, when the road ^ 
cess was introduced, to Us. 14,60,15,230 in 1890-91 and Us. 11,78,83,221 in 
1891-92. 'riie districts of Purnea, M nzalfarpur, llazaribagh, Tjohardaf^a, 
Paluinau, and Siiif^hblium have been coinplctely re-valued, while partial valua- 
tions and re- valuations have been completed in 13 other districts. 


l.ANMJ lIKVKMni:. 


90. 'Phe attention of the Govtirnment was drawn to the comparatively larjje 

outstandinf' balances of land revenue which ought, 
rt'vi'uuo in j|. thonglit, to 1)0 more punctually collected 


ill a permanently-settled province tlian in provinces 
where the settlement is ternpoi-ary and fluctuating. On a review of tlie collcc- 
tiorw of the 15 years from 18r5-70 to 1889-90, it wa.s found that though 
demands on account of land revenue were ullimattdy almost fully n'alizod, and 
Government suflVred but little actual loss, yet the htilances, whether of current 
demand or arrears, had increased to the amount of some lakh.s. It became 
necessary, therefore, to lanuiiid distrl(;t oOicers of the old tradition that the 
first business of a t.'ollector is to collect, and that it is Ids j>araniount duty to 
insist on the punctual ])aymcnt of the. demands due to Government. 'I'he 
standard of collection to which Government. c.\pe(;ts all Collectors to conform 
was raised. In fiir;..e a satisfactory e.xjdauution will have to be furnished 
where the colh'ctions do not reacli 99 per cent, for permanently-settled estates, 
95 p(>r cent, for o.states temporarily seti led with the proprietors for deliinte 
periods, 93 per cent, for raiy-itwari tracts, and 90 per cent, for temporarily- ■ 
settled estates managed direct or farmed and for Government estates. In 
order that the result of the colhictions may' stand out free from any compli- 
cations causfjd by technicalities of accotmt, it has been ruled that items which 
are cither irnscovcrublo or not recoverable within the year shall be excluded 
from the current demuml, so that there may' be no fictitious arrears to swell 
the outstanding balance at the end of the year. 

91. In connection with the (iue,stior., discns.s( d in the pretteding paragraph, 

, , of the heavy arrears occurring under the present 

IVoprtscd olinnut* nf dny.s for 

paying iiihtaluu.iiu of land ivvi- .system iii the collc. tioii of tlic yearly land revenue, 

llie Lieutenant-Governor caused an examination 
to be made of the dates fixed for the payment of the periodical kists or 
instalments, 'fiiese were considered by the Hoard and by Government in 
1874 and li.xod by a Resolution of the Hoard in 1875, which decided the 
dates and amounts of the kists in every district in Hengal, the general 
rule being that largo estates were made to pay in four kists, those not so 
large in three, smaller ones in two, while for the smallest of all^ only one 
date of piiynnent was prescribeil. This distribution of the demand wa« 
challenged by the Fainine Gommission in 1878, on the ground that it 
(umflicted w’ith the principle that the instalments should correspond to 
the nuniher of the main crops, to the average dates when those crops come 
to maturity, and to the relative weight and value of the liarvest, but no 
alteration was made. Sir Charles Elliott, however, re-examined the dates 
fixed, and came to the conclusion that the kists at present prescribed are 
not only unnecessarily numerous, but also unsuitable in point of time and of 
relative amount, having regard to the seasons and relative quantities of the 
three principal harvests prevailing throughout Hengal, which are reaped in 
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tho months of Sejitembcr, Docoraber, and February or Jlarch. In his opinion 
the land revenue should bo paid in not more than three instalments, since 
there arc but three principal harvests in the year, and as tho early rain crop 
is mostly employed for consumption, not for sale, ho beliovoil tliat two instal- 
ments would bo preferable to three. lie suggested to tho Board of Bevonue 
(1) that not more than two instalments slimild bo demanded for any estate, 
and, in order to suit the convenience of the revenue payers, only t)ne 
instalment from estates paying less than Rs. 50 ; (2) that the dman or oold- 
weather rice crop should bear tho chief weight of tho land I’cvenuo, and tho 
instalment paid from it on lat March should bo properly about two-tliirds of 
tho Avhole ; (3) that the second instalment of one-third sliould bo iin[)o.sod 
on tho uus or carlj’’ rain crop or tho rabi or spring crop, according to which 
is heaviest, and, where they arc nearly e(iual in quantity, it should not bo 
imposed on tho one which is mainly consumed, but on the crop which is mostly 
sold ill tho market, llo pointed out that it was not necessary to conllict 
bi any way with tho legal limitation of the in.stalmont dates fixed in tho 
original settlement ; all that is necessary is to seo that the amount of 
revenue duo on tho newly proposed ki.st da}'s do not exceed the amount 
legally duo in the Bengali months preceding that date. Tho whole .sul.ijcct 
is still under consideration. 

1)2. Tho system under which land revenue is paid into district ofliccs 

engaged tho attention of Government in connec- 
Systoiii of pnymoit of laud tioii, in tlio first iii.stancc, with certain frauds 

rcvt'imo. 

discovered in the Tauzi Department of tho Muzaf- 
farpur Collectorato. Those frauds were cleverly contriv(;d by two clerks wdio 
bellied to write up tho estates’ ledger, one of whom, Bilarom, tlie worst 
oli'ender, has boon convicted under tho Penal Code and sentenced to undergo 
a long term of imprisonment and in addition to pay a heavy fine. More 
dangerous forms of fraud, discovered in the Champarfiu (lullectorate suggested 
to the Lieutenant-Governor that it was incumbent up*)n him to take action 
with regard to tho present working of Collectors’ ollices in this their most 
important department, and that the whole* system of payment of revenue and 
revenue accounts required thorough overhauling. There being no prcciso 
rules on tho subject, various practices had sprung up in different districts, 
and it was evident that much would bo gained by putting an end to this 
state of things and laying down a uniform procedure. The subject presented 
itself to Sir Charles Elliott in two different aspects, regard being had, on tlio 
one hand, to tho possibility of improving the arrangements for payment and 
credit in the Tauzi Department of Collectorate otfiees, so as to secure expedi- 
tion in payment of revenue, economy of e.stabli.shments, and simplicity in 
showing all demands against an estate, as far as may be, in a singlo register, 
and on the other hand, to tho provision of more efficient checks against fraud. 

With a view, therefore, to a thorough examination being made of existing 
systems and proposals for reform, tho Lieutenant-Governor in December 
1891 placed Mr. W. C. Maepherson, c.s., on special duty under tho Board 
for such time as might bo necessary, with precise instructions as to tho 
points to tho elucidation of which his inquiiics should be directed. Since 
the close of tho year a full report has been received from Mr. Maepherson, 
hut before dealing with it the Lieutenant-Governor has desired him to visit 
tho North-Western Provinces for the purpose of examining the system of 
tauzi procedure in force there. 

e 3 
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Improvomonts in tho 
revenue iuluiiiiistraliou. 


land 


93. Tho attention of Government was directed during the year to the 

improvement of tho administration of the land ^ 
revenue by a number of small alterations in tho 
existing practice of the Colloctorate offices. It 
was .suggested, for instance, that much time and labour might bo saved by a 
new form of Revenue-roll Register which could bo carried on for a number 
of yeans, so as to avoid tho necessity of re-writing at tlio beginning of each 
new year. Tlie amalgamation of tho road cess and zamindari dak ccss demand 
with the revenue demand was also suggested as a means of saving time and 
trouble. Registers for checking the progress of settlement ca3e.s and for 
enabling inspecting officers to see with readiness tho state of work in eolloc- 
torate and magistiirial record-room.s were proscribed during tho year, together 
with an inspection book in which to record in serial order tho remarks of all 
insjiccting officers with a view to continuity of adiuiai.stration. The imjirove- 
mont •)£ tlio ministerial staff of tho districts also attracted tho attention 
of Government, and steps wore taken to ensure that, where po.ssihle, future 
a[)pointments should bo made with a view to eventually securing a .staff of 
clerks in all offices who will bo able to keep their registers and conduct 
ordinary correspondence in the Knglish language. 

9 1 . The fourfold classification of estates hitherto adojited under the 

orders of Sir George (fainphell for tho purposes of 
land revenue administration ajipearcd to bo wanting 
in logical arrangemeor, and has been superseded by order of Government. 
Tho raiyatwari tracts, which under the old rules formed a separate class, have 
boon merged with tho estates owned by Government as proprietor, from which . , 
tliey differed only in point of .size; and estates under the direct m.-inagcmonc 
of Government, owing to tho recusancy of proi)riotor.s, Avliich were formerly 
included among tcmp(.)rarily-.sottlcd estates, a term whicli it was a mi-suoiner to 
apply to them, have also been transferred to their proper place in class III. 
Tliere will tluu’croro bo, houcefortli, a threefold classification as follows : — 


Clns'^iHciltiou of ostatos. 


I. — Rermancntly-setth'd estates. 

1 1. — Temporarily-settled csl.atcs — 

(rt) 3’hosc settled with pi’oprictor.s for periods. 

(A) Private estates leased to farmers for periods. 

(c) Government estates leased to farmers for periods. 

III. — Estate.s held direct by Government, viz. — 

(rt) Those managed for proprietors. 

(J) Those owned by Government as proprietor. 

9o. The Land Revenue Administration Report for the year 1890-91, 

submitted to Government by the BoarU of Rev- 

Salp of potty (JoYcrninent estates. , 

enue, snowed that thcro wore eightcjen hundred 
and sixty-ono Government estates under direct management. Many of these 
are so small and scattered that they are left entirely in the hands of Sub- 
Deputy Collectons and kAnungos with but little supervision from the Collector 
or Subdivisional Officer. Under these circumstances, it is erroneous to 
suppose that they can afford a training ground for young Civilians, or in 
any way repay the trouble involved in their management. Tho Lieutenant- 
Governor has, therefore, considered it desirable that estates of small value 
should bo sold or farmed out for short terms in every case where a fair price 
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can bo obtained, and where no special reason for their retention exists. To 
justify the direct management of such estates by Government, it is not enough 
that they should bo able to support a tahsildari establishment, but they should 
be so large, so compact, and of such a nature that they can be easily and 
efficiently managed by a good tahsildar and supervised by the Collector or 
Subdivisional Officer. Lands subject to diluvion (didra lands) are, however, 
subject to special exceptions. The Lieutenant-Governor has directed the 
Board to issue orders in conformity with those principles, after a considera- 
tion of any special circumstances which may exist in each case. 

BECOVEEY OF GOVERNMENT DEMANDS. 

9G. It came to tho Lieutenant-Governor’s notice that general and 

reasonable complaints wore made as to the delay in 
linpiviM'rarnt of tlio Corlific-ate carrying out thc cortifieato process and rceoYerim*' 

Prodftlm--. ,1 1 r. 1 , 

the arrears due to tJio State, and that Register 
No. 10, proscribed by the Board for recording tho results of certificates 
muh.T tho Public Demands Recovery Act, VII (B.C.) of 1880, failed to 
show at a glance what jirogress had been made and what stage had been 
r(?ac,li(.'d in any case, and thus partly contributed to the delays complained 
of and to general laxity in the supervi.siou of tho certilicato procedure. A 
revised form was accordingly suggested to thc Board, and has lieen issued 
by them with some moditications* which had received the previims approval 
of tlie Lieutenant-Governor. The aim of tho new form is to enable an ins- 
pecting officer to discover at once the progress made in e.'ich case, tlio fact 
,of delay, and the stage at wliitffi the delay occurs, leaving tlie precise 
caa.-ie to bo ascertained from the ordcr-.sbeot attached to tho record and 
tlio record itself. There is to be a separate voluuic for each d(‘partmont, 
in which a largo number of certificates are issued, sucli as road cess, wards’ 
estates, &c., and also for large (ioveriimont or wards’ ('.states individually, 
as may bo found convenient in each district. 

SURVEYS AND SETTLEMENTS. 

97. At the beginning of the j'^car 1891-92 three important survey- 
„ . scttlcmcpts involving the assessment of land 

Genoral, . , 

revenue in temporanly-settlod estates wore in hand ; 
these were the settlements of the Western Duars in tho Jalpaiguri district 
under Mr. D. Sunder, Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Collector ; of tho Chitta- 
gong district under Mr. F. A. Slack, c..s,, and of tho Puri and Cntta(;k districts 
of Orissa under Mr. II. IL lleily, Deputy Magftitrato and Deputy Collector. 
In all those cases tho survey is a cadastral one, and is carried out under 
officers of the Survey Department. Similar work on a smaller scale was 
in progress in the Government estates in Backergungc, Tipjiora, Noakliali, 
and Midnaporc. The survoy-settlomcnt of several important Wards’ estates, 
viz., 'Churamau, Maldwar, Shankarpur, and Srinagar-Banaili, had been 
concluded, and tho final reports of tho three first came under I'oview 
by Government during tho year. Portions of tho Raja of Burd wan’s estate 
under the Court of Wards in Hukumapur* (Birbhum), Sujamutha, and 
elsewhere were also under survey-settlement. The survey of the two largo 
permanently-settled estates (locally called Killas) of Kujong and Kanika 
in Orissa, both under the Court of Wards, had been done, but the settlement 
was still unfinished. A number of private estates in Miduapore were also 

e 4 
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under survey and settlement. The work in the Dubalhati Raja’s estate in 
Rajslialii was completed in August 1891, and eighteen private estates of 
zamindnrs in th(3 Southal Parganas were also under survey and measurement 
for the fixation of rents. In short, the survey-settlement work in hand on 
the 1st April 1801 was more extended in area and more varied in 
description than at any previous period. Sir Charles Elliott found it neces- 
sary to strengthen the staff of olTicers in superior and subordinate charge 
of settlement operations by the deputation thereto, especially in Orissa and 
Chittagong, of several Covenanted Civilians and members of the Statutory 
Civil Service, as well as a largo number of Deputy and Sub-Deputy Collectors. 
Early in April 1891, llis Honour inspected the progress of the settlement of 
the Western Duars in Jalpaiguri, of the Srinagar-Banaili estate in the Puruca 
district, and of the Sonthal Parganas. lie deemed it necessary to state at 
greater length, after these inspections, his views of the duties of a settlement 
otlicer, explaining thttt they are not limited to the judicial decision of a 
certain numl)cr of cases, but should nicludo tho investigation of agricultural 
and economic facts relating to the area under survey and settlement, and 
the accuuiulation of information hy tjriginul and spontaneous onqtnry, from 
which the data for reasonable assessment, whether of fair rents in tho 
Wards’ estates or of tho land revenue in temporarily-settled estates, could 
properly ho deduced. The principles laid down by tho Lieutenant-Governor 
wore duly circulated by the Board of Revenue as rnl<33 for the guidance of 
settlement ollicers, a.u! iiieorporated in the Settlement Mannal. As tljo chain 
of subordination of the soverul authorities connected with settlements is 
likely to become unnecessarily long, and thereby increase tho difficulties of 
administrative control, it has been found necessary to consider in each case 
what course slnmld be followed. Tlio ordinary line throngh wbicli tho corres- 
pondfiico passes is from the Settlement Olficcr to the Commissioner, the Dir.’.ctor 
of Land Records, the Board of Revcimo, to Government. But in some cases 
the O)imuissioucr, in some the Director, and in some tlio Board, have been 
droppi'd out of tlie chain. In September 1891 tho Lieutenant-Governor issued' 
orders that in future the Director of Land Records should furnish two settle- 


ment reports in the course of tho year, viz., tho first, financial, for the period 
from tlic 1st April to tho .‘list March, consisting of a brief, mainly statistical 
and financial, account of tho progress of settlement work; and, the second, 
administrative, for tho period from the Ist October to the 30th September, con- 
taining a full account of tho progress of survey and settlement work in the 
Province. The first administrative report received under this arrangement has 
dealt with tho year ending tho 30th September 1891. Up to that date the 
woi'k done in the principal settlements in progress was as follows. 


98. In tho Western Duars 7 Go square^ miles had been cadastrally sur- 
veyed, being practically the whole of* the area 
settlement. Beside, tliie, 174 mile, of forert 


and 61 of waste lands had been surveyed, IcSving 
290 of foicst and 340 of waste lands, all of which was complotcd before tho 
setting in of the rains; and the survey party lias now left tho district. Tho 


settlement officer had complctcU his assessment of the Mainaguri tahsil, but 
tbe ajiproval of tho Commissioner was delayed pending some further enquiries. 
Tho assessment has rosidted iu a considcrablo increase of revenue from 


Rs. 77,000 to above Rs. 1,40,000, chiefly due to tho extension of cultivation 


and to the application of new rates of assessment which were fixed by 
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Government in October 1890, and somewhat modified by Sir Charles Elliott 
on his visit to Jalpaiguri in April 1891, discretion being left to the Commis- 
sioner to deal with particular cases. Tlie cost of the survey during the year 
was about Rs. 1,05,000, and the expenditure on settlement about Rs. 30,000. 
The unhealthy climate of the Duars necessitated several changes among the 
subordinate settlement officers, and largely enhanced the cost of the operations. 
The new rates of assessment were to have taken effect from the 1st April 
1891, but, in consequence of the unfavourable character of the harvest, 
they were not enforced during the year. 

99. Good progress has been made Avith this important settlement. Early 

in the year a revised estimate of cost, amounting 

Tho !ioUli>mont of ClilltniTont;. , ,, _ ^ 

to Us. O,o7,920, and made up of Rs. 2,91,012 
under the liead of survey and Rs. 2,66,908 under tho head of settlement, was 
accepted by the laeutonaut-Governor, who at tho same time gave his 
sanction to a revised programme, according to which tho operations should bo 
completed in 1894. The necessity of exacting a full outturn of work from 
subordinates in order to secure this result was pointed out both to the Director 
of Agriculture and the Settlement Officer. The Survey Party nearly 
completed cadastral work in the Sadar subdivision and bad quite finished 
it before tho season closed ; only some topographical work and the fufid survey 
of the Cox’s Uazar subdivision now remain. Tho following statement shows 
the survey work («) done in the Sadar and Cox’s Bazar subdivisions during 
tho first six mouths (October 1891 to March 1892) of the survey year 
1891-92, and (h) remaining to be done on the 1st April 1892 : — 
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Tho settlomout progress must* be noticed in three main portions. In 
Thd.na Ramu under one Deputy Collector attestation was completed, fair 
rents decided, and information preparatory to assessment collected, but the 
assessment itself was not commenced. In the Sadar subdivision six Deputy 
and Sub-Deputy Collectors have been at work on the attestation of tho 
entries in tho survey papers and on the decision of fair rents: out of about 
220,000 entries, 146,000 had been attested by the end of March. Some 
progress, but not much, had been made in collecting data for assessment. In 
Cox’s Bazar subdivision, where the survey has only just broken ground, no 
settlement work was begun. 

In order to provide for tho maintenance of the settlement records, 
a scheme has been prepared for making the present tabsil rouharrirs, who 
are employed to collect tho rents of the jotdars, carry out the work ordi- 
narily done by village pdtwaris. In tho event of this arrangement being 
carried out, tho additional duties imposed upon them will bo to record 
chann'es of occupancy among tho jotdars and in tho names of talukdars 
and their raiyats. 
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100. Opportunity has been taken during the course of this settlement 

to define and settle the status and incidents of 
ChuS“g“ “ “ Noabad taluks.” When the Permanent Settlement • 

was made in 1793, it was based on a rough 
measurement ; those persons who were found in possession of cultivated lands 
were settled with as tarafdars ; the rest of the district was Government waste ; 
and as by degrees population flowed over into and occupied these waste 
lands, leases were given to them, and they were called talukdars, and their 
lands “ Noabad taluks.” The talukdars differ from the tarafdars of Chitta- 


gong mainly in the date of their origin. The talukdar was a proprietor paying 
Government revenue, but, under the nomenclature of Act VII (B.C.) of 1868, 
his holding was termed a tenure. But when the Bengal Tenancy Act came 
into force, it was found that the definitions of tenure and tenure-holder, as 
therein laid down, wore inapplicable to these taluks, and it has therefore 
been declared that the talukdars are proprietors of their estates under the 
Tenancy Act, paying revenue which has to bo as.sossed by the Settlement 
Officers of Government, and not rent which may bo the subject of appellate 
proceedings in the Civil Court. In order to romovo any ambiguity that 
might arise from this confusion of terms, the incidents and conditions 
attacliing to Noabad taluks have been placed *bn official record, and a clause 
lias been inserted in the kabuliyats to be executed by the talukdars, accepting 
those conditions and incidents. The asse-ssnicnt is to bo fixed at 70 per ccuit. 
of the gross assets of the estate, the latter being calculated on tiio rents 
actually paid by tho raiyats, and on those which would bo payable by 
the talukdars thomsolvos according to tho same rate on the lands in tluur ,, 
own possession. Tho settlement will probably bo fixed for a term of 30 


years. 

101. The survey and settlement operations in Orissa cover the three 

districts of Puri, Cuttack, and Balasoro with the 
The settlement of Orissa. j* p i i r 

exception oi a certain number of permanently- 

settled estates known as “killas.” Tho survey was begun under Mr. Patterson, 

and 1,017 miles were cadastrally surveyed hy the close of the season in May 

1891, but there was great delay in the preparation of the records, and many 

eri'ors have been found in tho recorded entries to tho great embarrassment of 

the Settlement Department. When the survey took the field again in 

November 1891, it was placed under Colonel Sandoman as Director of Surveys, 

and Lieutenant Crichton, r.e., as Superintendent, and since then the progress 

has been more satisfactory. About 1,400 square miles of cadastral work were 

completed by June 1892, loawing about 2,200 to be done, or nearly 1-^- years* 

work; the traverse survey has been pushed on in advance so as to havo 

everything ready for the cadastral parties in tho ensuing season; almost all 

the arrear records have boon compiled and sent in, and good prdgrcss has 

been made with the records of the villages surveyed this year, so that there 

is reason to hope that when tho Settlement Department takes tho field again, 

it will be in possession of the maps and field records of all villagos surveyed 

in the preceding season. 

Mr. Reily was appointed Settlement Officer in February 1891, but little 
progress with the settlement could bo made during that season, because of th^ 
dekys and errors of the survey officers, and tho same cause has seriously 
hampered the work during the period under review, tho season of 1891-92. 
Mr. Reily’s hands havo been strengthened by a strong sta£E, nine assistants 
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having been placed under him, of whom three are Covenanted Civilians 
and three are Statutory Civilians. The principal work done during the year 
by those ofhcors was the attestation of the entries relating to the areas 
occupied by and the rents paid by them, and the preparation of data for 
assessment. In the hold-season ending with June 1892, attestation has been 
completed for 2,325 villages, and data for assessment purposes woro pre- 
pared for 1,05G villages. No reports on the proposed assessment rates have 
yet been received. 

102. The extension of the Tenancy Act, VIII of 1885, to Orissa 

has long been under discussion, and its necessity 
to 0*!^^°** *** Tenancy Act accentuated by the desirability of utilising 

that portion of the Act— Chapter X — which deals 
with settlement operations. Accordingly that chapter, as well as the portions 
which dual with the tenures and rights of diiferent classes of tenants, were 
extended to the Orissa Division. Dut no change was made in the system 
under which rent suits arc heard by the Deputy Collectors, and not by the 
Munsifs. 

103. The settlement of the Khurda Government estate in Puri was, 

completed in 1880, and in 1888 the Government 
mcuitct-r" prescribed, a system under which the settlement 

records should be corrected from time to time at 
hoad-<piarters, these corrections being based on the compulsory registration of 
all transfers by the raiyats concerned. After an experience of more than three 
years, the Hoard reported in January 1892 that, while the local officers were 
«ia favour of continuing the system, the Director of Land Records was of 
opinion that the process should be inverted, so that infontiation regarding 
transfers and now cultivation should bo recorded in the first instance by the 
sarbardhkars (or village officers), and by them communicated to the Sadar 
establishment. The Hoard supported the local officers on their concurrent 
testimony as to the untrustworthy character of the majority of the sarbarah- 
kdrs and the apprehension with which the raiyats viewed the transfer to them 
of the duties hitherto performed by the kdnungo and daJchil kharij olHeo at 
head-quarters. The Lieutenant-Governor took the opportunity, in the course of 
his tour in Orissa in February 1892^ to examine the question on the spot, and 
satisfied himself that the Director’s scheme of utilising the village officials was 
soutid. lie noticed certain defects in the machinery for maintaining the 
record, which he considered could be remedied without difficulty by the adop- 
tiun of a system analogous to the ‘ jamabandi ’ system of Bombay and 
Madras, which he has accordingly ordered to* be introduced. Under this 
system, the original settlement records at head-quarters remain unaltered, 
but each sarbardhkdr is required, to file annually a revised kJmra containing 
a record of all changes, whether due to transfers by sales, &c., or to inheri- 
tance, and to mark new cultivation in rod ink on his own copy of the 
map,* so that a complete record of mutations may bo available at the next 
settlement. The sarbardhk&rs will be under supervising officers, who should 
visit every village and see that changes aro properly recorded in the map and 
khasra. The subdivisional officer, accompanied by his Sadar kdnungo, should 
test a largo proportion of the revised khasraa, and the tahsildar ought to check 
them all. NotMng, however, should be done to interfere with the existing 
practice of registering transfers at the instance of the parties concerned at 
the Sadar. 
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104. The chief new work under this head undertaken during the year 

1891*92 was the resumption of tlie project of carry- 
BM?. i"g <»*‘ «'0 Tenancy Act a snrvey 

and settlement of Hihar. This project had long 
been before the Government. It had been approved by the Government of 
India and the Secretary of State, and it was only not commenced in 1889 
because of the temporary scarcity from which the Division was then suffering. 
This ob-stacle being removed, the project was revived by Sir Charles Elliott in 
July 1891, in a letter in which, while advocating the measure as in the 
highest degree beneficial to all parties interested in the land, ho warned the 
Government of India that it would bo unpopular with those who had to pay 
for it, and would excite a strong spirit of opposition. lie trusted, however^ 
that as the advantages of the record of rights became known, this opposition 
would gradually disappear. With a view to confine the operations to manage- 
able dimensions, it was proposed to deal at first with only the four districts of 
the Patna Division on the north of the Ganges, which contain an area of 
12,500 square miles and would afford work for five years for two survey parties. 
The cost was calculated at 8 annas an acre, of which tho Government of India 
were expected to pay tho charges of the traverse survey. The total estimate 
was, therefore, about 40 lacs, of which about 5 lacs would fall on Govern- 
ment and tho remainder bo divided equally between the zamindars and 
tho raiyats. It v'as propo.sed that the traverse survey should commenoo in 
the winter of 1891-92, and tho cadastral work in October 1892. The Govern- 
ment of India accepted tho charge of one-eighth of tho total expenditure as 
representing tho cost of traverse surveys, and gave their general assent to 
the arrangements proposed by tho Lieutenant-Governor, who took an early 
opportunity to publish a Resolution in which he stated tho objects and 
intentions of Government in carrying out this undertaking. The objects 
of the cadastral survo}' and settlement wore declared to bo to provide all 
persons interested in the land with an accurate record of tho area and 
situation of all villages and estates, of each tenure and of each raiyat’s 
holding within an estate, and of tho status of every one who has rights 
in tho land, and of tho rent paid by each raiyat and tenure-holder. Tho 
advantages which would accrue to both zamindars and raiyats from the 
proccediugs, and tho charges to which they would be liable for the costs 
of the proceedings, were at the same time explained. Shortly afterwards in 
another Resolution tho result of tho survey and settlement of three large 
wards’ estates were made known to the public, and it was shown how little 
litigation, comparatively speaking, had been caused, and how fully the expense 
had been recouped to the proprietors by tho additions to their rent-roll which 
bad been obtained by them on tho discovery of the increased areas hold by the 
raiyats. In November 1891 Mr. J. L. Pemberton of tho Survey Department 
was sent to Muzaffarpur to resume the traverse survey, where the experimental 
operations of 1886 had terminated: by tho end of March 1892 he and his party 
had completed the traverse survey of 743 square miles. As was anticipated, 
considerable opposition to the measure was experienced. Meetings were hold 
and resolutions passed at several of the large towns in Bihdr objecting to the 
survey; and memorials were addressed to the Lieutenant-Governor and the 
Government of India. In answering these memorials, and also in his replies 
to addresses presented to him on his visits to certain places, the Lieutenant- 
Governor endeavoured to allay the agitation by explaining the advantages 
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which would accruo to all parties concerned, and the efforts which Government 
^was making to keep exjiendituro low, and to prevent frauds and oppression by 
the underlings. It was partly with this object that in March 1892 a meeting 
was held at Muzaffarpur, under the presidency of the Commissioner of the 
Division, at which the Maharaja of Darbhanga and a number of the principal 
indigo-planters, zaiuindars, and leading gentlemen of Tirhut were present, to 
consider Colonel Sandernan’s plan of carrying out the survey operations by 
the agency of patwdris specially trained for the purpose. In accordance with 
the decision then arrived at, measures were taken to afford instruction to 
a selected number of patwaris during the recess of 1892. Soon after the 
traverse survey had been commenced, the consent of the Secretary of State to 
the plan of operation, which had been laid before him, was received, and 
was generally made known to the persons interested in the replies given 
to memorials against the cadastral survey of North Bihar submitted to 
Government. 

103. The Sujamutha estate is a khas property in Midnaporo appertaining 

to the Burdwan Raj. Owing to disputes between 

Sujiimutha settle ment. raiyats, a survey and settlement 

was undertaken in accordance with tho provisions of the Tenancy Act. Tlie 
survey was duly completed and a Settlement Olficer appointed in January 1890, 
upon whom it devolved to arrive at a definite conclusion on intricate questions 
of fact For while tho Raj, represented by the Manager, was pressing for 
. onhancoment of rent on account of an assumed increase in tho area of 
holdings, the raiyats had re>’pondcd by demanding a deduction in the old rates, 
••alleging that the land had deteriorated owing to water lodging upon it in con- 
sequence of deficient drainage. Soon after the Settlement Officer entered upon 
his duties, and before he had acquainted himself with tho circumstances of tho 
case, ho proceeded to decide these issues in his judicial capacity, and in giving 
judgment upon a test suit, he found three important points in favour of tho 
raiyats. Ilis next stop was to carry out tho settlement in accordance with his 
decisions until tho latter wore upset by the Special Judge on appeal some 
months after. This was tho state of things which tho Lieutenant-Governor 
found to exi.>!t at the time of his visit to Midnaporo. ITis Honour, after examin- 
ing tho records, observed that a junior Settlement Officer should have received 
more guidance from exporiencod superit»r8 than had boon tho case, and 
expressed his opinion that it was the duty of Settlement Officer in all such 
cases by the most thorough examination and sifting of evidence to acquaint 
liimself with actual facts and existing economic conditions before undertaking 
to decide tho important issues on which a settlement w’as based. He should 
take tho initiative in undertaking and conducting the necessary enquiries without 
waiting to^ be sot in motion by petitions and applications and the like. But 
tho result in this particular case was duo not only to the too hasty action of 
the Settlement Officer, but also to tho want of co-operation on the part of 
the focal Sub-Manager of tho Raj, at which Ilis Honour expressed his 
surprise. To escape the necessity of beginning settlement operations de novo, 
which would otherwise have been entailed by the Judge’s order on appeal, 
and also because an unreasonable enhancontent of the raiyats’ rents was 
apprehended, the Lieutenant-Governor directed that an amicable arrange- 
ment should be effected and recorded in the settlement papers. Terms of 
compromise wore subsequently drawn up by the Director of Lund Records 
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and Agriculture and accepted by the Manager, and, on being reported to 
Government by the Board, received the Lieutenant-Governor’s approval. 

106. In December 1890 the Lieutenant-Governor accorded his sanction 

to the continuation and completion of the 
Settlement of certain estates in settlement of rent in Certain private estates in 

the Sonthal Parftnnas. it a 1.1 i t> rm. *• 

the Sonthal Parganas. The survey operations 
were completed in the field season of 1890-91, and when His Honour visited 
Dumka in April 1891, ho found, after personal inspection, that this part of the 
work had been well and thoroughly done by the Settlement Officer, Mr. Craven ; 
but with regard to the difficult task which remained — the assessment of future 
rents — it was observed that full use had not been made of the opportunity 
of collecting information as to existing rents and other matters which ought 
to govern the decision of fair rents. After the Lieutenant-Governor had 
discussed the questions at issue with the Commissioner, Deputy Commis- 
sioner, and Settlement Officer, settlement rules were drawn up and prescribed, 
containing instructions for carrying out the assessment. The main principle 
of those rules was that the settlement should^ bo based on the application 
of the old settlement rates to the now cultivated area, but it was at the same 
time provided that no village should be enhanced more than 50 per tjont., 
and that the reduction thus given to the village should bo distributed rateably 
over the holdings, no cultivator being allowed a decrease in his rent, and 
that, where the rent of a cultivator was increased over 100 per cent., tlie 
excess above double the present rent should not be taken till five years had 
elapsed. There were other limitations and provisions for exceptional cases, 
but these were the main provisions. 

As regards the result of the settlement to the zamindar.®, it was shown 
at the time that an increase of 30 per cent, over existing rents would enable 
them to recover in three years that part of the cost which had fallen upon 
them. It is estimated that the actual increase will be about 35 per cent. 

107. Some important correspondence took place during this closing 

year of the Provincial contract of 1887-88 to 
dumg'^SS 1891-93, with respect to the expenditure incurred 

on surveys and settlements in Bengal during the 
quinquennial period. The Government of India in 1887 had assigned to tho 
Local Government Rs. 2,90,000 a year as the sum intended to cover the 
survey and settlement charges in Bengal during the currency of the 
contract, subject to revision on tho condition that a programme of settlement 
work bo prepared, and the allotment altered accordingly. A programme 
covering the remaining four •years of the period, was submitted in 1888, to 
tho amount of Rs. 13,28,000 for work in Angul, Banki, Chittagong, and 
several scattered Government estates. This .was generally approved by the 
Government of India, subject to consideration of the detailed proposals to 
bo submitted in each case before any operations were actually undertaken 
in Government estates or temporarily settled tracts. Subsequently, when 
the Government of India and the Secretary of State called for a five years’ 
programme of work for the Survey Department, the Bengal Government 
furnished a revised programufo for the years 1889-90 to 1894*95. This 
programme also had the general approval of tho Government of India, who 
either acknowledged or sanctioned these proposals with their revised 
estimates in each case. The cost of the Western Duars settlement turned 
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out more expensive than had been anticipated, owing to the badness of the 
climate. Moreover, it was decided to commence the survey and settlement 
*of the whole Orissa Province, and afterwards the commencement of the 
Bihdr cadastral survey was sanctioned in the last year of the contract. 
Accordingly in July 1891 the Bengal Government made out an account of 
tho expenditure during tho five years in question on surveys and settle' 
ments, adding together the actuals for three years, the revised estimates 
for 1890-91, and the budget estimates for the last year; and asked the 
Qovorniuent of India for a grant of Rs. 4,14,000 as the sum representing 
the total excess over tho total assignment of five times Rs. 2,90,000 a year, 
or Bs. 14,50,000. Tho Government of India declined to admit that the 
Bengal Government was entitled to claim any further allotment than that 
included in tho Provincial contract, and said that there was no intention to 
allow financial programmes to be submitted at any time or from time to 
time, and that tho administrativo sanction accorded to the survey and settle- 
ment of Orissa and other operations did not carry with it financial authority 
for the increase of tho allotment under that contract. In view, however, 
of the large expenditure involved by the inclusion of Orissa in the programme 
during 1891-92, and the misapprehension under which the Bengal Govern- 
ment had laboured, the Government of India consented to bear one-half of 
any excess expenditure actually incurred during 1891-92 over the allotment 
of Rs. 2,90,000. The Bengal Government then put on official record a full 
. statement of the claim of the Province to a recoupment of the whole of 
the excess expenditure. The actuals for four years and tho revised 
.estimates for one year amounted to Rs. 12,69,376 for survey work and 
lis. 7,49,510 for settlement work, — total Rs. 20,18,886. Sir pharles Elliott 
represented that the assertion that there was no intention of allowing 
financial programmes to bo submitted from time to time was inconsistent 
with tho facts that they were so submitted, discussed and approved, or with 
tho intention and understanding on which tho correspondence was obviously 
based. Admitting that the assertion that administrative sanction did not 
carry with it financial authority was technically true, tho Lieutenant- 
Governor did not expect that advantage would bo taken of such a technicality 
to tho detriment of a Provincial Government which loyally endeavoured to 
carry on settlement work in tho way which in tho long run would prove 
most economical. Sir Charles Elliott therefore formally applied to be 
reimbursed Rs. 5,60,000, *>., the difference between the total actual expen- 
diture of 20 lakhs and the total contract allotment of Rs. 14| lakhs. 

108. A programme of tho expenditure to be incurred on surveys and 

settlements in Bengal during the five years 


SaTTey-sottlement programme 
for 1892-93 to ) 398-97. 

India. The total area to 


1892-^3 to 1896-97 inclusive was prepared in 
January 1892 and laid before the Government of 
be professionally surveyed, excluding Calcutta) 


amounts to 2,350 square miles in Orissa, to 650 square miles in Chittagong, 


and to 16,500 square miles in Bihdr,— in all 19,500 square miles, estimated 


to give employment to five parties during each of the years 1892-98 and 
1893-94, and to four during the remaining three years. The survey work in 


Orissa is expected to end in September 1894, and in Chittagong in 1892-93 : 
while by the end of 1895-96 the Bihdr parties should have finished North 
Bihdr, and should be free for employment elsewhere. The survey of the 


Western Duars having 


been completed by the end of the cold weather of 
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1891-92, there was only work remaining for the recess of that survey year. 
The total cost on account of surveys daring the fivo years is estimated 
at Rs. 33,22,000, the rate for cadastral surveys being taken at Rs. 140* 
per square mile for Orissa, Us. 130 for Chittagong, aud Rs. 120 for Bihdr, 
and the rate for traverse survey for those parts of the country respectively 
being calculated at Us. 40, Rs. 60, and Us. 40. In previous survey- 
settlement operations it has seldom been found possible to keep the cost 
down to those rates, but the appointment of a Director of Surveys for Bengal 
(Colonel Sandeman) sanctioned during the year by the Government of 
India will, it is expected, help to diminish the rate of charge. The total cost 
on account of settlement and record of rights in Orissa, Chittagong, Bihdr, 
Western Duars, and petty operations under district officers during this 
quinquennial period is estimated at Rs. 34,66,000, of which Rs. 20,00,000 
will be incurred in Bihar only. The settlement operations in Orissa are 
calculated to end in 1895-90, in Chittagong in 1894-95, in the Western Duars 
in 1893-94, while the preparation of a record of rights in North Bihar will 
extend beyond tho five years, and according to the programme should be 
completed in 1897-98. Tho estimate for tho entire survey and settlement 
charges to bo incurred during the fivo years 1892 — 97 amounts therefore 
to Rs. 67,88,000. The Government of India have consented to the whole of 
this expenditure being excluded from tho Provincial contract and debited to 
Imperial revenues. This will take tho place of the aiTangcmcnt previously in 
force under which tho only Imperial item was tho cost of traverse surveys. 

As the Covernment of India were unable to sanction the whole amount 
estimated for survey-settlement charges in 1892-93, the foregoing programme, 
has been slightly modified, so as to bring the expenditure for that year 
within tho required limits. The survey estimates for the current year have 
been maintained at Rs. 6,64,000, but tho sottlemont estimates have been 
decreased from Ks. 5,26,000 to Rs. 4,85,000 by reducing the provision for 
North Bilidr from Rs. 80,000 to lls. 15,000, which it is considered will be 
sufficient to meet the actual expenses of tho next working season, and by 
deducting a snmll sum from the estimates for Orissa. 

109. In view of tho extemsive operation.H which the survey and records 

of right in Bihar and the settlement in Orissa and 
BptigarsamJys J^^ector of olscwhore in Bengal will entail during tho next few 

years, the Lieutenant-Governor considered that in 
the interests of economy and administrative efficiency the entire operations 
should be placed under the supervision of an officer experienced in cadastral 
survey, whoso time would bo wholly at the command of tho Bengal Government, 
A request was accordingly preferred to tho Government of India that Colonel 
Sandeman might be appointed Director of Bengal Surveys and placed at the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s disposal to superintend tho conduct of all professional 
surveys in this Province. To this arrangement tho Government of India, with 
the concurrence of tho Secretary of State, accorded their sanction for a term of 
five years from 1st April 1892, and Colonel Sandeman has accordingly entered 
upon his duties. 

‘ WARDS’ ESTATES. 

1 10. The Government of India, in December 1888, suggested tho expe- 

diency of amending the Bengal Court of Wards’ Act> 
wlSrlTr IX (B.C.) of 1879, on the lines of legal provisions in 

force in the North- Western Provinces and Punjab, so 
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to enable Court of WardiB^ where desirable, to take eharjge of 
.‘^eeimber^ estates on the application of the ^prietors, end to provide 
against any valid charges being created against property vested in the Court 
of Wards by a disqualified proprietor who might run into fresh debt during 
the ’period of disqualification. A Bill to effect these objects was introduced 
in &a Bengal Legislative Council in March 1891, and referred to a select 
Committee, but at this stage it came to light that a provision such as that 
just mentioned would trench on the Civil Procedure Code, and would thus 
require to be dealt with by the Supreme Council. The Bill was further 
developed during the summer and introduced in the Supreme Legislative 

Council, when it re-assembled in the winter of 1891 : and it passed into 
law as Act IV of 1892. 


When the Bill was under consideration, the Hon’ble the Judges of the High 
Court pointed out that it involved a further extension of tho certificate pro- 
cedure, whioh, they held, ought not, as a summary process, to be put in force 
in respect of any demand which Is doubtful or the subject of a hona-fide dispute. 
It being generally the casC that when a private estate is first taken charge 
of, its accounts and rent-rolls are extremely inaccurate and untrustworthy, 
the Obvemmeut dgreed in tho High Court’s views, though it did not consider 
it necessary to delay the passing of the Bill into law ; but executive orders 
hare been issued enjoining that wjiion an estate first comes before the Court 
of Wards, the first duty of the Court should bo to have a settlement made and 
. a complete record of rights prepared under Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, and that until, by this means, every dispute between landlord and raiyat 
• 4ia8 been decided, the manager of the estate must not use the certificate pro- 
cedure, but must continue to collect only undisputed rents oif have recourse 
to the ordinary If w. 


111. In his review of the Board of Revenue’s Report on the Management 

of Wards’ Estates, tho Lieutenant-Governor remark- 
wmSu? wSwei!** ®d with regret how little appeared to bo done for the 

permanent improvement of the estates, and enjoined 
on tho managers the duty of devising works of general utility and of devoting 
j»rt of the surplus profits to tbeir construction. This was enforced by the 
Govoimmeut of India, who issued a Resolution impressing on Local Govorn- 
UPtouitS' the advisability of judiciously employing the accumulated funds of 
wards’ estates in the execution of improvements calculated to promote the 
wardfs interests. They pointed out that tho position of a young heir who, 

: on attaiuing his majority, comes into possession of an extensive property 
. with a subst an t ial . surplus revenue is full of difficulty, and the dangers and 
i^^t^iptationB surrounding it ore aggravated if his estate has been so managed 
- that ho is j[>laced at onoe in absolute control of a large balance in cash and 
' 'Beouritiss. The heir under these oircumstances might fall into a course of 
and indulgence, which would certainly be injurious and might 
.;.i^i^WlIy pYove ruinous to his prospects. They laid down that the character of 
i i^istdbie improvements was limited by the canon that they must be for the direct 
of the estate, but at the same time^ intimated that this canon was 
jh to admit of the inclusion, among others, of improvements sudi as 
i^Jcs augmenting , the rental, as defined in the jjand Improvement 
^ .*^4 bn kngedstbtes of branoh ^ways and other minor works 
aoocnrdance with the spirit of this Resolution 
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Lioutcnant-Govorr.or issued general instructions for the guidance of the Court 
of Wards in Bengal, under which the Court is directed to consider, hoforo , 
locking up the surplus funds of a ward’s estate in Government paper or other 
securities, liow far it is possible to utilise those funds on improvements of 
direct benelit to the ward's estate. 'J’hc Court of Wards, it was laid down, is 
timpoworod under the law as it stands to initiate such improvoments of any 
kind, including all the undertakings described in tho definition of the term 
given in the band Iinproveinont Loans Act, except tho special (dass under 
clause (/), which Goveriinieut of its own authority declares to be fitting objects 
for the loan of public money. Excluding tliis latter class tho term is wide 
enough to bo applitiable to all such works as wells, tanks, and irrigation 
channels augmenting the rental, to the provision of moans of communication in 
accordance with tho size of th(5 estate, and in cxcejdional eases to the founding 
of hospitals and schools. JJut tlio issue, whether an improvement would 
directly lamefit an estate by increasing the rental or otherwise, is one which must 
bo determined on the merits of each case as it arises. It was further ])ointed 
out that the investment of wards* funds in railways or similar undertakings 
for the g('ncial iinprovemov.t of the district or province would not generally 
be jastifitdjlc, l.mt with some such security as a provincial guarantee might 
be legal ; and finally, advances to cultivators u])on Avards’ estates, in tho 
shape of cither seed, cattle, or mont;y to ho expended on some ])ermancnt 
inn)rovemcnt, when given in the security of large leases and conditional on 
tho j):iyiuent of onheiicod rout, wt re recommended as a desirable and safe 
form of inv^estincnt. 

112. Surveys and records (.»f rights tvere completed during the year in the 

Churamau, Jlaldwar, Shaukarpur, and Srinagar 
Cf IH'oceedings in each ma havhig been 

iiislitutod while the estates were under the manago- 
ment of the (Icurt of Wards, 'riie lauds coinpi-iscd are wid('fy scattered over 
the (li^tril•ts of I’uvncn, Dinajpiir, Ilogra, Mahla, Ihijsbabi, Monghyr, a?id 
Bliugalpnr. 'I'lie siirvt'y and settle.meiit of the Srinagar AVard’s estate Avas 
undertaken ctui jointly Avitb that of tla^ Banaili Baja, avIio is conuoctod with 
the Avai'd and whose lands are intermingled Avlth his. The objects of the 
surveys and records of rights Avere broadly to establish a complete rent-roll 
where none, existed before, to dellnc clearly the rights of the landlords and 
tenants, tt) enable t.lu! tenants, to know lli<',ir liabilities Avitli precision, and 
to jilford information as to the waste, culturablo and unculturablc lands of 
each estate. 'I’lu! proceeding's were in most cases marked by either iiidif- 
feienoo or actual opposition at (Ir.st on the pari of the raiyats, but this feeling 
disapj)earod as soon as they began to realise the Umefits which would accrue to 
them from the asem-tainmeut of tlio.ir true position. It is a noticeable fact that 
though this Avas not in any <‘aso liic main object of the survey being undertaken, 
the uniform result Avas a considoraPle enhancement of rent, vaiying from 5 
per cent, in tlw' case of ]\laldAvai‘ to H) per cent, in the case of ShankaJ-pur. 
In tile Srinagar-Banaili case the apparent increase is only •23 per cent., but 
here the old rental Avas partly lictitious, being a claim for an amount Avliich had 
never been realised, and which tvas hotly contested by the raiyats. The new 
rental gave a very considerable increase over the old effective demand. The 
most serious dillicultics met with were in comicctiou Avith the method of 
measurement by chain and the fixing of tho standard of measurement, I’he 
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follovsring statement shows the area of the estates, the old and new rental, 
and the cost of the proceedings : — 


Estate. 

I 

! Area, 

Old rental. 

New rentRl. 

CohL cf ]»roL*ced 
iijgs. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


j Acfcs. 

Hs. A. r. 

Hk. a. p. 

• 

lls. A. P. 

Churnman 

169,030 

4i.778 0 0 

-19,:.99 0 0 

bS,CV7 0 0 

Maldwar 

93,0H2 

01,200 0 0 

i)."),7U 0 0 

(50,751 0 0 

1 

Shaiikarpur ,,, 

167,802 

0O,57.i 5 0 

i,t.i7.en> 12 2 

1,31,720 0 0 

8rina^ar-Banaili 

*■147, ISO 

1 

H,6K,328 0 0 

*4.011,403 0 0 

i 

1 

*2,04.328 0 0 


* Tlioso fimires uro nof (inal. 


Total Customs He venue. 


Establishment at Chittagong. 


The proceedings were not, ox(‘opt .11 . , 

great ])revious confusion in tin; landlords’ rc'corfls, marki.'d by luorc contested 
litigation than might have been reasojiably expected. 

ori.STo-Ars. 

110. The not revenue dcilvod from Customs iluties amounted to 

lbs. 2,85,50,S8d, against ll.-.. 2,71,4.S,01:} in tlio 
nrevious y('ar, an incrcaso of Ks. 11,02,870, anil 
^was 00 per cent, of wliat it was in 188^-82, the year jin.'vious to tbe abolition 
of the general import duties. ’Fhe increase occurred both under imports 
(lis. 9,80,900) and exports (Us. 1,21,910). LTiider imports there was tin increu.so 
of Us. 1,05,509 in the duty on geij,.r;d merchandize, the result of larger 
realizations from arms and kcirosine oil, and an incroa.so of Us. 8,75,1.“)! in tho 
duty on salt. Tho increase in oxj)ort duty was due to the continued increase 
in the shipment of rice to foreign ports. 

114. During tho year the Ciistotns establishment at Chittagong, incliidiug 

inspectors, ])roveiitivo ollicovs, and clerks, under- 
Avent revision. The questimi of improving the pay 
and pro.spocts of these men bad nioro tliau once engaged the attention of 
Government in the past. In 1885 an ollicer of experitnoo was deputed te 
Chittagong to report on the subject, aiul ho arrived at tho conclusion that 
the men did vciy good Avork on very low ])ay. llis iitcoiiuuendalions for 
increase of pay Avero not, liowovor, ssinctioued iy vioAV of iiiianeial exigencies. 
Tlio matter thus remained in abeyance till 1891, Avben it attracted the titten- 
tion of tho LieutOTumt-Govornor on his visit to Chittagong, and at his reijuest 
the late Sir II. llai'rison, MeinUcr of tlio Beard of Uo venue, took the oppor- 
tunity during his impoction visit to that port to make a local emiuiry. lie 
found tliat tho men, chiefly in tho j)revontivo cstablishmrut, Avoro much 
under-paid, a state of thing.s avIucIi ho deprecated looking to the largo amount 
of re\'enuo collected at Chittagong. After a careful oonsidevation of tho 
whole question tJio Lieutenant-Governor sancthmod the Board’s pi'oj)osaIa for 
increase of pay as regards tlio inspectors and provontivo oflicors, but uo(, as 
regards the office clerks, in whoso case only the chief officials got a substantial 
increase. The result has been an increase of Ks. 2,094 per annum in the cost 
of establishment. 

d 2 
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OPIUM. 

115. The rules for the recruitment of the Opium Department, which ^ 

prescribed that every fourth vacancy in the Opium 
tothtlvurLiartmen? Department should be reserved exclusively for 

natives of India of unmixed descent, were modified 
by an order issued in September 1891, when the Lieutenant-Governor decided 
that these recniit.s should be selected by the results of a competitive examina- 
tion, insteatl of, as hitliorto, without examination. It was announced that a 
competitive examination of native candidates for the Opium Department would 
be held in 189i2 at the same time and in the same subjects as the examination 
prescribed for eaudidutes for the posts of Deputy and Sub-Deputy Collector. 
It was rofpdred as a ([ualification of a candidate for permission to appear 
at the examination that ho should furnish a certificate of having passed 
the 11. A. examination or satisfactory evidence of having received a good 
education up to the standard at least of the ll.A. examination, as well as 
the usual certificate of health, good conduct and physical efficiency. On the 
results «)f the couipotitivo examination held in March 1892, the candidate 
who obtained the highest aggregate of marks, Babu Mohima Nath Bhatta- 
charyya, r..A., was appointed to the Opium Department as an OfBciatiug 
Assistant Sub-De])uty Opium Agent, Benares Agency, after the close of 
the year. 

SALT. 


116. Compared with the statistics for the previous year, the figures for 

1891-92 show an increase of Rs. 5,72,970, or 2’4 per., 

Cjf'ncrul si I j >'i I (’s. , ijiiip *1 •* 

cent., under the lieud of receipts, and a decrease of 

Rs. 6, .088, or 1*0 per cent., in the charges. The not revenue therefore rose 

by Rs. 5,79, 0O8, or 2*5 per cent., and stands higher than in any year since 

1881-82. The receipts from imi)orted salt increased by over 8 1 lakhs, while 

the ex(:i.se duty levied in Orissa fell from Rs. 3,21,044 to Rs. 44,372. This 

remarkable falling off was attributiul to the importation of largo quantities 

of duty-paid salt from Calcutta and Gunjam, and to the exorbitant prices 

charged by the liccn.scos of the local factories f<>r tlie small quantity of 

salt which they produced. The actual injports for the year show a net 

decrease of 7,10,280 maiiuds, or 7‘3 per cent., but as the stocks in bond 

wore largely drawn upon during the year, no decline in the demand for imported 

salt is in(licat(jd. Owing, it is said, to the rapidity with which steamers can 

discharge salt with the Kilby scales, the Bombay trade has now more than 

regained the position it held iij 1888-89. The total amount of salt which passed 

into consumption in Bengal during the year is estimated to be 93,64,219 

maunds, a rjuantity wliich represents an average consumption of 10*302lbs. per 

head of tho population recorded in the census of 1891. This rate is,* however, 

subject to considerable local variations : in Calcutta it stood as high as IG'OClbs., 

in the saliferous tracts, excluding Orissa, it stood at 10*7dlbs., while in Orissa 

and in tho non-saliferous tracts of the rest of Bengal the average rate was 
10-121bs. 


117. Hamburg, Bremen, and Aden salt appear to be gradually displacing 

Liverpool salt, while in spite of tho reduction in the 
^CTassos oi salt consumed or ^},jg g^lt during the ycax, the tendency of 

the Rajputana and Punjab salts to drive out 
imported salts seems to continue. Tho total number of seizures of contraband 
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salt rose from 1,09S to 1,4 15 during tho year. Tho question of controlling 
the illicit manufacture of salt in saliferous tracts is one of considerable 
difficulty, and is now engaging the attention of Government, Another 
question which will probably engage tho attention of Government is the 
Madras system of salt administration, which has for some years past boon 
introduced into Orissa. Certain facts seem primd fade to suggest that the 
Madras system has failed in that province; very little local salt has been 
made, and that salt is bad and dear; tlio consumption of licit salt bis not 
been increased, and leas has been done to stop the making of illicit stilt than 
in the single adjoining district of MiJnaj^ore. And in addition to those 
failures tho Madras system has cost over ton timtss as much as that which 
preceded it. 

Tho siding connecting tho Sulkea Salt Golahs with tho EavSt Indian 
Railway ivas opened in January 1801. It is said to have increased tho 
demand for bonded salt and encouraged banding by reducing tho cost of its 
removal and by generally facilitating trade. 

liXClSK. 

118. The principal improvement elTectcd in the Excuse Department 

during the year was the complete revision of tho 
estobliXQonl!* suborJmale establishment, imiuding the officers 

known as Inspectors, Sub-Inspcctor.s, Daroghas 
and Muharrirs, Tho entire body ha.s been divided into three .separate branches, 
viz., tho executive branch engaged mainly in pi*evcutive and dotoctivo 
'busincvss, tho distillery branch occupied in tho management of distillorio.«, 
and the office branch employed in purely clerical dutic.s. Tho system of 
progressive pay with periodical increments has boon aboli.shcd, and ()fficcr.s 
in each branch of the establishment have been distributed into grades with 
fixed pay, so that capable and industrious men may obtain promotion according 
to their merits. 

110. Another improvement of some importance was tho .appointmont of 

tw(} Special Deputy Collectors as Inspectors of 
^Appointment of Kxciso In«pec. j)i,(,niories. Thcir functions are not, however, 

confined, to the examination of distilleries, but are 
extended to every form of inspection that is required in connoxion with * 
the administration of tho Excise Dcpjirtmcnt. In relation to tho Excise 
Commissioner, tliey occupy mueb the same position as is held by the First 
and Second Inspectors of Registration under tho Inspector-General. 
They are styled First and Second Inspectors bf Excise, aud are stationed 
one at Patna and tho othei* at Dacca as may be found convenient from 
time to time, their jurisdiction for in.spectiou purposes being arranged 
accordingly. 

130. Tho Lieutonant-Goveraor has for some time pjist been impressed 

with the desirability of introducing a greater degree 
*pSu**” ^ oountry q£ uniformity into the scale of duty on country 

spirit throughout tho Province, and of equalizing 
the duty on country rum with the varying rates of duty on country spirit. 
After consulting tho Hoard of Rovonuo and tho Excise Cominissionor, tho 
duty on country spirit has been lowered in the Patna Division aud raised 
in certain other parts of tho Province from Ist April 1893. Similarly, the 
duty on rum has boon raised in Central aud Eastern Bengal. 

d 3 
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121. The attention of Government has also been drawn to certain defects 

which exist in the working of the Excise Depart' 
Defects in Uie excise system. gg regards countiy Spirit. The subjects are— 

(1) The restriction of still and vat capacity in outstills. 

(2) The system of fixing the duty on liquor according to its exact 

strength as measured by the hydrometer, compared with the 

system of issuing it at fixed strengths. 

(3) The system of fixing minimum prices of retail sale. 

(4) The rates of distillery fees. 

(5) The desirability of distilling weak liquor at the Government dis* 

tillerios. 

(6) The failure of the attempt made in Bihdr, under the orders of 

the Board, to raise the license fees of outstills. 

As to tho first point, the Lieutenant-Governor has noticed that the restric- 
tion of tho still and vat capacity, excellent though it was in principle, had been 
carried out in an unintelHgcut way, and had practically no effect whatever, as 
the limit was placed far above tho real wants of the shop. With regard to the 
second point, exception is taken in certain quarters to the practice of issuing 
liquor from distilleries at fixed strengths made up by blending the day’s 
distillations. There is no doubt that the system of fixed strength is more suited 
to low distillations than to high, where a degree or two may make a consider- 
able difference in the rate; and if the system is enforced without discretion 
it must break down. But the principle is often misunderstood, and it seems** 
to have been thought that tho iutontion was to compel the distiller to distil 
at a certain strength, not merely to pay duty on a certain strength. The 
object of the system is to avoid that minute interference which always tends 
to oppression and corruption. Regarding the third point, it is argued that 
the price of distillery liquor must always bo higher than that of outstills to 
cover tho heavier cost of production ; but there is no reason why it should 
cost rncuo to distil in a Government building than anywhere else ; and even 
if it were so, tho price should not be raised artificially by the imposition 
of an increased minimum price. Coming to the fourth point, it has been 
♦ demonstrated that there is little relation between the quantity of liquor 
distilled and the distillery fee. Over tho whole Province tho distillery fees 
amounted to Rs. 55,008 on spirits paying a duty of Ks. 1.5,50,123, or nearly 
3'6 per cent.; in the Patna Division they amounted to Rs. 24,156 on a still- 
bead duty of Rs. 1,66,539, or nearly 16 per cent. ; thus raising the duty per 
gross gallon from 7 to 8 annas. It is clear that tho fee should be modified so 
as to bear some relation not only to the quantity but also to the s^trength of 
tho liquor distilled. The fifth point is more important than any other reform 
which is required in tho departmont. The Lieutenant-Governor is a hearty 
supporter of the central distillery system, tho essence of which is that every 
gallon of Ihiuor distilled should pay duty to the State, as opposed to the outstill 
system under which the more the liquor distilled, the less tho duty paid. But 
ho strongly condemns the idea' that the introduction of the Government dis- 
tillery system should be followed by the introduction of stronger liquor than 
the people have been in the habit of drinking. Worked in this way, a system 
which is advocated on principles of temperance as well as of sound finance 
becomes an instrument making for the spread of drunkenness. Sir Charles 
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Elliott insists on the distilling (as a general rule) of no stronger liquor than is 
made at tho outstills and generally consumed by the people, subject to the 
condition that it must be strong enough to carry to the shops where it is to be 
sold. An illustration of the sixth point was afforded by the facts ascertained on 
an inspection of the outstills at Motihari. Hero much time had been wasted in 
elaborate attempts to raise the monthly fee paid by the abkar to a rate of 
Rs. 2.8 per gallon London.proof on the theoretical produce of tho raw materials 
used. But inquiry showed that the theory had not been and could not be 
worked up to, that the assumed duty was never realised, and that tho whole 
process merely resulted in reducing the number of outstills and concentrating 
them in fewer hands. 

122, During tho year ordci’s were issued to prohibit tho consumption of 

o))ium or its preparations on the promises of liccns> 
Suppression of opium dons. shops. As it was apprehended that tho adoption 

of this measure might lead to illicit dealings, thus increasing the difficulty of 
enforcing Police regulations in large towns, this risk has been minimized by 
directing the reduction of the limit to ono tola of tho preparations of opium, 
and chandu, which private persons are allowed to jrosscss. Since the 
dose of the year tho Government of India has sanctioned a proposal of this 
Government to prohibit absolutely tho manufacture or sale of intoxicating 
drugs except under license, a moasuro calculated to prove most effectual in 
discouraging private dens withouf sacrificing the revenue now derived from 
fees paid by licensed vendors. 

123. Tho financial results of tho year show that a decline of revenue 

. amounting to Rs. 12,499 in 1890-91 has bcum 

Statistics of tho year. followed by an increase of Rs. 0,68,878 in 1891-92, 

while tho charges hove risen by Rs. 20,408 as against an increase of Its. 1,15,730 
in tho previous year. Tho revenue rose under all heads except imported 
liquors, chandu and g^nja. Tho average incidence of the excise revenue is two 
six pies per head. Under country spirits the revenue from outstills rose 
from Rs. 20,92,642 to Rs. 24,50,146, but this was to some extent counterbalanced 
by a fall in the distillery revenue from Its. 24,35,620 to Rs, 23,64,498. 
The revenue from country rum rose from Rs. 98,383 to Rs. 2,29,972, while 
that from tho licenses to sell imported liquor fell from Rs. 2,31,095 to 
Rs, 2,23,644. Tari yielded a revenue of Rs. 9,57,405, against Rs. 8,45,586 in 
1890-91. Tho gdnja revenue fell from Its. 23^11,713 to Rs. 22,92,568, while 
the receipts from excise opium rose from Rs. 19,95,312 to Its. 21,18,825. 

The number of arrests for offences against the excise laws fell from 5,054 
to 4,800, and the convictions from 4,233 to 4,040. Fines were imposed to tho 
amount of Rs. 87,077, and Rs. 72,004 were paid as rewards. 


STAMPS. 


124. 

Statistiegof tho year. 


The gross revenue from stamps amounted to Rs. 1,51,00,462, against 
Rs. 1,43,06,594 in the previous year, and tho not 
rovonuo rose from Rs. 1,36,86,862 to Rs. 1,45,17,896. 
The net receipts were larger than those of any preceding year by over 8 lakhs. 
The increase of revenue was specially under •judicial stamps, — ^the result of 
the growth of litigation, — tho coUoctions having amounted to Rs. 1,09,50,620, 
e^oinst Rs. 1,01,88,707 in 1890-91, whilo the realizations under the Indian 
Stamp Act aggregated Rs. 41,49,842 against Rs. 41,17,887. There is room for 
improvement in this branch of the revenue, especially under one-anna receipt 
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stamps, and it is bcliovcd that if assessors of income*tax, who ar© vested with 
powers to impound instruments not duly stamped, are vigilant in the exercise 
of this portion of their duties, much could be done to increase the revenue. 
Tho prosecutions instituted for infringement of tho provisions of tho Indian 
Stamp Act numbered 508 ; fines were imposed to the amount of Rs. 4,995, and 
Rs. 977 were disbursed as rewards. 

125. A decision of some imporianco was given by the High Court on the 


Stamp duty on ceWifioatoa issued 
tJneo 


by tho tJneoven anted 
Family Pension Fund. 


question referred to them by tho Board of Revenue 
Service as to the amount of stamp duty payable on the 
entrance certificates issued by the Uncovenanted 
Service Family Pension Fund, Calcutta. This question had formed the 
subject of a protracted correspondence between tho Managers of tho Fund 
tho Board, and tho Local and Supremo Governments, when it was finally ruled 
by the High Court that tho instruments in question should bear a stamp duty 
of six annas. 

12G. A reference was njado by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, in which 


tho questions wore raised (a) whether Promissory 
Nota. Note othor than ohargcnble with a duty ot 6, 
10, and 12 annas could be written on impressed 
sheets intended for liundis, and (5) whether inland bills- of-exchango could bo 
written on impressed hundi sheets. I’lie Govci’nmont of Bengal expressed an 
opinion that the existing rules should be modified to afford tho convenience 
sought, and the Gov. viimcnt of India has accordingly prescribed a rule which 
provides that promissory notes an.l bills-of-cxchange shall, except as provided 
by section 10 of ilic Indian Stamp Act and rules, be written on plain impressed* 
sheets or on impressed sheets bearing the word “ hundi.” 


TNCOMR-TAX. 

127. A ruling was promulgated by the Government of India that a 

Kuling. of a. of ‘•''T *0 

Indifi. income-tax. Another ruling has been given by the 

fame authority in connexion with a memorial from 
the Maharaja of Ilutwa, in which ho complained of double assessment to 
income-tax and cosscs of certain sairats or miscellaneous sources of zamindari 
iucome. It has been decided that these sources of income are liable to pay 
both income tax and ccssc.s, with the exception of “motarfa” or the rent of 
lands on which tenants build their dwelling-houses, with the attached 
out-officos. On these tho zamindar is entitled to claim remission of income-tax 
in so far as the rents of the lands are levied from cultivating tenants. 

128. The final demand of income-tax for 1891-92, including penalties, 

Statistics of the joar. fincs, and arrears of previous years, amounted 

to Rs. 45,30,877, against Rs. 46,30,457 for the 
previous yonr. The actual receipts amounted to Rs. 43,06,720 against 
Rs. 42,38,075, tho charges to Rs. 1,80,959 against Rs. 1,83,712,’ and the net 
revenue to Rs. 41,19,761 against Rs. 40,64,363. The number of objections 
filed was 12,388, of which 4,513 proved successful,— a percentage of 36-i, 
against 38*3 in 1890-91. A larger number of distwss warrants was issued, but 
the number of instances in which sales were resorted to fell from 346 to 383 
Tho average incidence of the tax for the whole Province was Re. 1 to every 
19 2 persons, and in Calcutta Re. 1 to every *4 person. Nearly one-half 
(or 48*3 per cent.) of the total collections was contributed by Calcutta, 
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MEDICAL. 


Asriftant SoTgeoni. 


120. Improvements were sanctioned during the year in the salary and 

status of the Assistant Surgeon class. It was decided 
by the Government of India that all supernumerary 
Assistant Surgeons would draw Rs. 50 a month whilo holding no temporary or 
permanent charge and while merely attached to hospitals or on similar duty, 
but all supernumerary Assistant Surgeons were to receive Rs. 100 when bolding 
temporary or officiating charges. At the same time the proposals of the Bengal 
Government that Assistant Surgeons should be separately recruited from 
among the passed students of the Calcutta Medical College were sanctioned on 
the understanding that men so recruited would be liable to serve in Assam and 
temporarily in other Provinces in cases of emergency. 

130. A scheme for the formation of a special grade of medical subordi- 

nates, to be called Sub-Assistant Surgeons, was laid 
before the Government of India with the object of 
making better provision for mcdico-lcgnl work at 
subdivisions. ^This was rejected on tho ground that the measure advocated 
would load to a demand for a similar measure in other Provinces, and would 
disorganise the recruitment for civil and military Hospital Assistants through- 
out India. An alternative project for raising the status and professional 
attainments of Civil Hospital As.si8tants so as to fit them for tho charge of 
subdivisions has sinco been introduced. 

131. Tho rules for tho management of hospitals and dispensaries by 

local authorities were recast during the year, the 

Dispensary roles. Conditions under which Government aid will bo 

given and the powers of local authorities being carefully defined. These 
rules are issued under the Municipal and Local Self-Government Acts and 
have the force of law. 

132. Tho work of registering births and deaths has hitherto been so in- 

^ ^ differently performed, that the results have been 

practically useless for statistical purpose.s. After a 
very careful consideration of the whole question, and after detailed inquiries in 
several municipalities, tho Lieutenant-Governor satisfied himself that tho duty 
of collecting and recording vital statistics could not properly be entrusted to 
municipalities in Bengal, and decided that nothing short of a complete change 
of system would lead to really satisfactory results. Municipalities have accord- 
iiigly been relieved of the charges liithcrto incurred under this head, and 
since the 1st of January 1892 tho work of registration has boon transferred to 
the town police. Tho registration of births, which had hitherto been confined 
to municipalities, has further boon extended to all rural areas, and it is hoped 
that in future more accurate dat!i will be obtained upon which the important 
calculations required for sanitary purposes may be based with some degree of 
confidence. 

The average birth-rate returned for the year 1891 was 21*46 per thousand, 
whereas it may reasonably he conjectured that in reality it exceeds 40 per 
thousand. The death-rate is also returned at 26*94 per thousand, which is 
much below the actual deatll^rate. 

133. In reviewing the Annual Report of the Sanitary Commissioner for 

1888, the Government of India remarked that 
Government should take special sanitary actioo in 
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its own villages. A Committee was appointed to enquire into the sanitary 
improvement of GrOvernment estates, and the result of their deliberations was 
communicated to the Government of India. The principal difficulty with which ' 
the Government is confronted in any systematic attempt for the sanitation of 
Government villages is the question of finance. No great results can be 
expected at once, and Government will be content in the first instance with 
a well-considered scheme for introducing and, what is more difficult, main* 
taining a proper supply of drinking water. A practical suggestion of the 
Committee, which is likely to result in more material good work in the direction 
of rural sanitation than any other action the Government might take, is to set 
aside for sanitary improvements an allowance of two per cent, on the rental of 
all Government estates. This suggestion has been sanctioned with the concur- 
rence of the Government of India. 

184. The question of the reorganization of tho Vaccination Department 

engaged the attention of Government during the 
tion Department” Vaccuia- year, and sinco its closo material changes have been 

introduced. Under the old system, the Superinten- 
dent of Vaccination had an inconveniently largo area to deal with, which 
rendered it impossible for him to work in eflective concert with the District 
Magistrate ; and much of the opposition with which vaccination was received 
was attributed to its being cut off from tho district administrative, and left to 
fight its way unaided by tho influence which a District Officer may judiciously 
exorcise in matters like this. The cliief feature of tho changes introduced is tho 
transfer of the executive supervision and control of tho work of vaccination to 
Civil Surgeons, who are for this purpose ex-officio Supoi’intondeuts of Vacci- , 
nation in their respective districts, and who have been allowed a sufficient 
establishment, recruited in great measure from the existing staff, to carry on 
tho work. Of the six Su[)orintendeuts of Vaccination hitherto employed in tho 
Department, tho services of three have been retained as supervising officers 
under tho reorganized scheme. The jurisdiction of each of tho throe Deputy 
Sanitary Commissioners will compriso throe of tho nine revenue divisions of 
the Provinee; and among other duties those officers will bo required to inspect 
and report on vaccination operations in specified areas of districts to bo selected 
in tho b(5ginning of each year in communication with tho Civil Surgeons 
concerned. 

185. During the year a second animal vaccine dep&t was opened at 

... . Darjeeling under the immediate supervision of 

Animal vatcmiition depots. • ’’ , t „ '' 

Dr. Waddell, Superintendent of Vaccination, Dar- 
jeeling Circle, and this depot, is now in full working order. Operations were 
commencod on the 2l3t November 1891, and up to Slst March 1892 thirty-one 
calves had been vaccinated, and 965 tubes of lymph issued. During the year, 
particular attention was paid to the subject of producing good lytnpb, and 
lymph was prepared and stored for experimental purposes in the following 
forms : — 

1. Simple lymph, capillary stored. 

2. Sinqflo lymph, capillary stored, scaled at either end with glycerine. 

8. Lymph pulp, glycoris6d. 

4, Lymph pulp, lanolized. 

Of these, only tho fourth method was found to yield really satisfactory 
results. The preparation of glycerised lymph is held to be unsuitable for 
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India, and its production has been discontinued in both the Calcutta and the 
Darjeeling depdts. Lanoline, on the other hand, heis proved successful, and is 
pronounced to be the most efficient mode of preserving and diluting lymph in 
India. This conclusion is based upon the results of a number of experiments 
which appear to have been carefully recorded. 

136. With the object of securing the successful introduction of lanoline 

Scarifier method of vaccination. Waddoll, who had made the subject his 

special study, was deputed to visit all districts in 
Bengal and instruct the officers of the Vaccination Department in the use of 
an instrument, called the scarifier, which is considered by some authorities to 
be more suitable than the ordinary lancet. In Dr. Gregg’s opinion, however, 
the one instrument is in fact as suitable as the other, and until a more 
definite decision can bo arrived at as to the superiority of either instrument, 
the Lieutenant-Governor has left it to Civil Surgeons to choose for 
themselves with which they will perform their operations. 

137. The general health of the Trovinco during 1891 was decidedly worse 

than the average in all districts, except Pabna, 
Backergungo, Noakh.li, Tippom, X’atna, Puri, 
and Lohardaga. The number of recorded deaths 
was 229,575 from cholera, 16,193 from small-pox, and 1,333,395 from fover, 
as compared with 145,885 from cholera, 12,619 from small-pox, and 
1,153,569 from fever in 1890. Scanty rainfall in the latter part of 1891 
and the great movement of population which took place during February of 
the same year, in consequence of the Ardliodoya Jog festival, are considered 
• to have been the chief causes of the widespread eiridemic of cholera during 
the year. The mortality from smoll-pox was the greatest since the year 
1884, the ratio being higher in towns than in rural areas. From fever 
the mortality was even higher than in 1890, when the death-rate exceeded 
that of any previous year since registration was introduced. 

Municipalities expended Us. 13,37,569 on sanitary improvements during 
the year. The District Boards spent Ks. 49,217 in sinking wells, excavating 
tanks, and improving drainage channels, while tiie total amount S 2 >cnt on these 
objects by private individuals was Ks. 1,51,046. 

138. In 1891-92 there were 1641,088 vaccinations performed, and the 


Vacdnaiioii statistics. 


percentage of successful cases showed 99 21 for 
primary and 39*09 for secondary operations. 


INSTRUCTION. 

139. The physical training of tho boys under instruction was encouraged 
„ . , ^ . by tho formation of clubs for athletics, by drill and 

gymnastic exercises^ inter-col legiate competitions, 
and annual sports. On every hand there was a groat increase of tho zest with 
whioli the national English gamos, especially football, were played. In Calcutta 
sites on the maidan were allotted for three European and two native colleges, 
but the distance of the maidan from most of tho private schools and the want 
of playgrounds near the boys’ homes proved an insurmountable obstacle. Tho 
Lieutenant-Governor has expressed his hope that some generous and publio- 
spuxted individuals may come forward and provide means for the physical 
improvement of their race. 
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UniTeraity examinations. 


140. In Calcutta the want of boarding houses or of decent lodging houses 

^ for the numerous students is the crying evil oon- 

Boarding onses. nected With the present University system. Unless 

the young men live in the houses of relatives or friends, or in the few boarding 
houses provided by the authorities, euch as the Eden Hostel and the Madrassa 
Hoarding House, they are obliged to make up parties of their own to hire 
houses and fill thepi as full as they can for economy’s sake. Sir Charles Elliott 
looks to the Society for the Higher Training of Young Men (in default of the 
University or the Municipal Corporation) to frame a list of the most decent 
and suitable lodging houses and indicate them to new arrivals and deter them 
from occupying those which arc objectionable, or from overcrowding those 
which are otherwise suitable. 

141. The Lieutenant-Governor considered that efforts should be made to 

„ . . . . secure uniformity in the standard of University 

University exammations. . . ^ ^ i -i ^ 

examinations, which could only be obtained by 
continuity of the examining body. The figures show that the tendency has 
been since 1889 for the Entrance Examination to grow harder, the F.A. to 
grow easier, and the examination for B.A., ll.L., and M.A. to grow harder. 

142. On the question of the proportion of the primary grant spent on 

stipends allowed to stipendiary schools to the 

Siipendiary and non-stipcndmry amount spent on rewards to noii-stipendiaries, the 
schools. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Licutenunt-Governor laid down as working prin- 
ciples, — (1) the mixed system of stipends with rewards; (2) the fixation of a 
minimum and a low maximum of rewards ; (3) the inclusion of the stipends in 
the reward ultimately adjudged. Some District Boards have already accept-* 
ed these recommendations, and great changes in consequence are expected. 

The system of payment by results was approved. Tho chief principle of 
this is to secure tho establishment of a school of doubtful position, insuring its 
stability by tho promise of a small stipend by way of retaining fee (ns an 
advance payable out of tho rewards) supplemented by rewards for passed 
pupils, Tho efficiency of the stipendiaries ovorthat of the non-stipendiaries was 
considered due, to the practice of admitting those schools to tho stipon- 

diaiy list which had shoAvn good results year by year ; and, secondly^ to the 
better financial position and gi'eater stability of the fortunate few. While 
anxious to ciujourago the system of rewards, tho Lieutenant-Governor thought 
that schools of an inefficient and e])hemeral character, which failed to earn 
even Bs. 3 or Rs. 4 on tho results of tho reward examinations, should not bo 
allowed to dciivc any benefit from tho system, 

143. Tho number of pupils under instruction rose from 1,408,943 to 

1,631,965, and tho total of institutions, public and 
Statistics. private, from 65,9r»0 in 1890-91 to 67,824 in 189 1*92. 

Under secondary education there was a decrease of 108 schools and 4,927 
pupils, but this is only duo to the transfer of certain schools from the secondary 
to tho primary class. The numbers of upper primary and lower primary 
schools were 3,068 and 44,918 respectively. The pupils numbered respec- 
tively 135,371 and 987,948. There was an increase in the number of upper 
primary schools and pupils, while the number of lower primary schools showed 
a recovery from tho downward tendency in the number of pupils. The 
total gain is 1,046 primary schools and 52,499 pupils. The number of 
Muhammadan pupils increased from 415,428 to '448,847, and tho ratio to the 
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total number of youths under instruction from 28*2 to •29*2. The number of 
pupils of the aboriginal racos decreased from 29,7u7 to 29,657. The statistics 
of European education show a tendency for the number of schools to decrease 
and of the pupils to increase, the numbers for the year being 67 schools and 
7,098 pupils. Female schools increased from 2,270 to 2,743, and their pupils 
from 49,638 to 57,801. 

The total expenditure on education in Bengal, including all disburse* 
meats from publib^ and private sources, amounted to Rs. 93,52,000, as compared 
with Rs. 85,74,000 in the preceding year — ^an increase of Rs. 7,78,000, 
Of this 25^ lakhs of rupees wore contributed from Provincial Revenues, 10^ 
lakhs by District Boards, about one lakh by Municipalities, and the balance 
came from pupils’ fees, endowments and subscriptions. 

114. The Civil Engineoriug College, formerly a department of tho Presi- 
dency College, Calcutta, was transferred in 1880 to 
Sibpur E“8>“eeriiiR College, giijpur ^ and closely connected with the Workshops 

established at that place about the same time by 
tho Public Works Department. Arrangements were made for the instruction of 
four classes of students, namely — (1) Civil Engineers, (2) Mechanical Engineers, 
(3) Civil Overseers, (4) Foreman Mechanics. Tho second and third classes 
were, however, cither never opened or were quickly closed for want of students. 
The first class was composed of matriculated members of the University, and 
prepared, after a course of study extending over four years, for tho License in 
Engineering (Civil or Mechanical) granted by tho University. Tho last class 
was of a lower status, in point both of tho initial qualifications demanded of 
,tho students and of the standard of instruction to bo imparted to them. Tho 
students in it were apprenticed to the Executive Engineer in charge of tho 
Workshops, and hence wore known a.s Mechanical Apprentices. Every student 
in each class was to work for some hours a day in the shops, both during tho 
period of his class instruction and for a certain time after its close. 

A Committee of Engineers and Educational officers was appointed to revise 
the course of study and of practical training, and on their recommendation tho 
following arrangements wore introduced : — 

Tho standard for admission to the Engineering Department of tho College 
was raised by requiring a candidate to have passed one or other of the following 
tests ; — 

(1) The Entrance examination of tho Calcutta University after obtain- 

ing not less than 40 and 50 per cent, respectively of tho marks 
assigned to English and mathematics. With this qualification 
the candidate must bo under 19 years of ago. 

(2) The F.A. examination of the Calcutta University; the candidate’s 

age being under 21 years. 

(3) *The B.A. examination in tho B course ; tho candidate’s ago being 

under 23 years. 

bi order to attract students of the highest attainments, it was determined 
to award the ten special scholarships, reserved for students on admission to tho 
College, to the following classes of students in order: — (1) Bachelors of Arts 
who have taken up the B course; (2) candidates -who have passed the First Arts 
examination ; (3) other candidates according to the number of marks gained in 
English and mathematics jointly. 

In order that those students who fail to obtain a degree may still obtain 
some acknowledgment of the extent to which they have prosecuted their studies, 
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the Principal of the College has been authorized to hold a final College 
examination of the students of the Engineer class, and to issue certificates of 
proficiency in the theoretical course, similar to those which are granted to 
students of the apprentice class. The holders of the certificates, whether they 
obtain a degree or not, will afterwards bo put through the full course of 
manual instruction and practical training prescribed for the Engineer class. 

Sanction has boon given to the payment of the travelling expenses of 
students engaged in surveying and similar work, as also to the publication of 
an annual calendar for the College. 

The proposal of the Committee to reduce the course of study from four 
to three years, and to separate the theoretical and practical training, was 
considered by the Faculty of Engineering and rejected. The Faculty was 
of opinion that a further attempt shoidd bo made to give simultaneous 
instruction in theory and practice, and deprecated any departure from the estab- 
lished system, which has accordingly for the present been maintained. The 
proposal that B.As. in the H course should bo encouraged to join the College 
by reducing their time of study was agreed to, and the Senate has recently 
adopted the recommendation of the Faculty that B.As. in the B course shall 
be allowed to present tliomsolves at the F.E. examination after a course 
<>f two years, instead of throe (as before), at an institution affiliated in 
Engineering. Tbo final Colh'go examination of the students of the Engineer 
Dcipartmcnt was deferred until the opinion of tlio University on tho proposed 
changes was made kh''\',n, and will bo introduced from next year, tho students 
not having had notice of tho cluingo in time to allow the examination to bo 
hold this year. 

Holding strongly to tho importance of maititaining tho College at the 
highest possible state of efficiency, tho Lieutenant-Governor has issued orders 
in the Public Works Department that, in future appropriations of funds for 
expenditure on public works, it may bo arranged to send a sufficient quantity of 
work to tho Sibpur .shops, so as to keej) the latter regularly and fully employed* 
In order that tlio students may not merely look on wliilo others, better trained, 
<Io tho work, but may actually take part in it themselves, the Lieutenant- 
Governor sanctioned tho exptuidituro of Us. 12,000 on machino tools for the 
exclusive use of students, while tho teaching staff of tho workshop was 
strengthened by the addition of a Eiu’opoan instructor and four native 
instructors. Tire students and apprentices ai’e now employed on manufacturing 
machinery ; the vices in tho fitters’ shop, lathos and drilling machines have beer 
made and fitted up by them. This is a distinct advance in their practica 
training, and tho value of tha services of passed apprentices has boon therebj 
enhanced, Tho shops, however, are not yot fully equipped in the matter o: 
machines as tlicy should be, and it will bo some time before they will bo able to 
manufactui’o for outlying technical schools, unloss bettor provided in this rospoct. 

Tho model-room was completed during tlie year, and is now fairly 
equipped. A catalogue is being prepared with a short description of* each 
model, and this addition to tho College will bo a distinct educational gain 
to tho students. A photographic room has been opened, partly with a view to 
teach tho students how to photograph, but chiefly to prepare lecture diagrams 
by onlargomont. A proposal is now under consideration to open two classes in 
agriculture, so as to fit students to become man£^ers of private or wards’ estates, 
or taUsildars and k^nungos under Government. Arrangements have recently 
been sanctioned by which tho Principal is authorised to visit flxMin g Survey 
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and Technical Schools, It is hoped by, this means to eventually bring about 
a certain uniformity in standards of instruction. « 

The advantage of securing to the Province a supply of young men trained 
to eginocring pursuits is, in the opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor, a sufficient 
justification for the expenditure incurred, which will bo strictly reproductive* 
He has therefore thought fit to encourage students to join the Engineering 
Department by every moans in hia power. Formerly one and two appoint- 
ments in the grade of Assistant Engineers were reserved in alternate years for 
students of the Sibpur College who qualify at the University examination, and 
who afterwards show satisfactory progress when posted on probation to 
public works. The Lieutenant-Governor is prepared to direct that all appoint- 
ments in the upper subordinate grade of the Public Works Department, 
made by the Government of Bengal, shall be made from studejits of the Sibpur 
Engineering College, who have graduated in Engineering at the Calcutta 
University and successfully passed the subsequent period of practical training. 
His Honour has also accepted the recommendation of the Committee that the 
students of the College who, without having passed the University Examin- 
ation in Engineering, may pass the final Collog<3 Examination, and have also 
gone through the subsequent two years’ course of practical instruction, should 
be declared qualified for employment as District Engineers, provided they have 
boon employed in Engineering works for not less than five years, exclusive 
of the time spent in their practical course, and hold satisfactory certificates of 
good conduct and efficiency during such employment. 

As regards the apprentice classes, which are, in Ttis Honour’s opinion, 
.equally valuable with the Engineering Department, the Lioutonant-Govornor 
anticipates that the extension of railways and public works and the develoji- 
mont of private enterprise in various branches of manufacture will afford 
abundant opportunities of remunerative employment. His Honour therefore 
looks forward to the time when all District and Municipal Boards will devote 
a portion of their funds, as some have already done and are doing, to the 
establishment and maintenance of local technical schools, for which the 
Sibpur shops will in time bo able to supply machines and tools at a small 
cost. The most promising local pui>ils should complete their training at the 
Sibpur College, being provided with scholarships for that purpose. In this way 
His Houour trusts that the Sibpur College will attain to its true position as 
the centre of genuine technical education in Bengal, and will bo a powerful 
factor in promoting and developing tho industries of the Province. 

145. In view of tho possibly great development of the mining industry, the 

Lieutenant-Governor has approved and sanctioned, 
Mining Assiat- ^s a tentative measure, a scheme proposed for tho 
training of Mining Engineers in connection with 
the Sibpur College. The special course of training will bo deferred until after 
the student has passed the ordinary examination for tho degree or license 
in engineering. By this means, in tho event of a student finding that the 
mining industry offered him no satisfactory prospects, ho would still have 
hia engineering degree to fall back upon, and be qualified for employment 
as a Civil Engineer. One principal feature of the scheme is that two out of 
tho eight graduate scholarships allotted to the Sibpur College will be reserved 
f<>n Buch students as may take up the course in mining. It is also proposed 
that; auL’ amangfoment be made with thO' managers of collieries under Govern - 
ipent or. private superintendence, under which the mining students will be 
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drafted for eight months to work in a mine, during which period they will also 
bo preparing, by the help of the Superintendent of the Mine and by private study, ^ 
the special subjects in which they will finally be examined. After the expiration 
of these eight months, during which they should become practically familiar 
with mining operations and mining theory, the students will return to the Sibpur 
College for a course of four months’ lectures and practical work in geology, 
mineralogy, metallurgy, assaying, and such other subjects as are necessary 
for a Mining Engineer. At the end of 12 months an examination will be held 
by the College staff, assisted, if necessary, by the Mine Superintendent under 
whom the students may have been placed. Finally, successful candidates will 
receive diplomas of qualification as Mining Engineers issued by the Principal 
of tho College and countersigned by the Superintendent of the Mine. 

14(5. With a view to tho encouragement of drawing as an element of 


Drawing in schools. 


education, in connection with the advancement of 
the arts and industries in Bengal, the following 


decisions wore arrived at : — 


(1) that drawing and allied subjects should be generally introduced in 

high schools, and eventually in middle schools ; 

(2) that drawing should bo made a compulsory part of the course in 

training schools, sanction being at the same time accorded to 
the expouditm’o of a sum not excccditig Rs. 6,000 per annum 
for teaching drawing in tho eight training schools of the first 
grade; 

(3) that for the purpose of awarding tho Government junior scholar- 

ships, the marks gained in drawing by each candidate, who takes* 
up tho subject at tho Entrance examination of the Calcutta 
University, should bo added to his total ; and 

(4) that a drawing master should be appointed in each high school, 

tho expenditure being met from provincial revenues, if the 
institution has not a surplus income after tho deduction of fees. 


147. In accordance with the policy that G overnmont should withdraw from 

the province of education in all cases in which the 
Muzaffarpur reasonable rc((uirements of the people can be other- 
wise provided for, the Lieutenant-Governor directed 
during the year that the zilla school at Muzoffarpur, where there are two private 
unaided Entrance schools and* one aided school, should be gradually closed by 
prohibiting the admission of new students and transferring tho teachers to 
other schools fis opportunities ^offered. 

148. In pursuance of the same policy orders have been issued for the 

transfer of tho zilla schools at Monghyr and 
Bansul zilla ^re now Self -supporting) * to Joint- 

Committees formed under the provisions of the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act. 

149. One of the difficulties experienced in effecting the transfer of 

Government schools to private management has 
GoTem- overcome. It arose from the fact that 

teachers whose services were made over with a 
school so transferred, but who had not completed ten years’ service qualifying 
for pension under Government, were debarred under the Civil Service Regula- 
tions from contributing for pension. In order to relieve the hardship which 
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individual officers thereby suffered, it has been decided that teachers employed 
in a Qnvemuient school which may hereafter be transferred to a statutory 
local body will not be required to contribute for pension, but will, nevertheless* 
retain their pensionary privileges, while in those cases in which a school is 
transferred to a local body, not being a statutory local body, the Local Govern- 
ment may arrange in accordance with Article 849A of the Civil Service 
Regulations so as to enable the Government teachers transferred to retain 
their pensionary privileges. 

150. With a view to the revival and encouragement of Sanskrit learning, 

. , ^ « , the indigenous Sanskrit toU of Bengal have been, 

Saniknt toU lu Bengal. f « , t . n • 

under the orders of the Lieutenant-Governor, in- 
spected by Maiiamahopddhydya Mahesa Chandra Nydyaratna, c.i.e.. Principal 
of the Sanskrit College, Calcutta, and his report was drawn up to show which 
of the tols most merit suppoft from Government, and how that support should 
be given. 

In the Province of Bihdr, Sanskrit studies are reported to be at a low level. 
Groat poverty exists among the pandits of Bihdr, which compels them to 
travel about, visiting wealthy people and receiving gifts from them ; hence 
their work as teachers is interruptod, and an irregularity of system prevails 
which cannot but prejullice the results. On the other hand, most of the 
Rajas of Bihdr maintain tok in their own towns, paying regular salaries 
to the pandits, and in some cases also allowing free board to the students, 

• while associations have boon established in several places with tho object 
of promoting Sanskrit studies. 

In Orissa generally Sanskrit learning is reputed to be at a lower ebb even 
than in J3ihdr, but tho study of Sanskrit has received some impetus from tho 
institution of the Title examination, tho benofiDs of which aro, however* 
chiefly confined to Puri and Dhcnkaual, and by no meaus extend to tho 
Province as a whole. 

In Bengal Proper, which has always been especially celebrated for the 
study of tho Nydya philosophy, the renowned seats of Sanskrit learning 
are — Nadia, Bikrampur, Bakla Chandradwip, Tribeni, Bhatpara, and Khaua- 
kul-Krishuagar. In Bengal, as a rule, pandits lodge and feed their pupils, 
the practice of old being for zamindars and other wealthy Hindus to mako 
grants in perpetuity of rent-free land to pandits noted for their learning, but 
such liberality has gone out of fashion, and grants, of this kind have now almost 
entirely ceased. Regular money contributions or gifts of rice are said to be 
diminishing in number, and the pandits have therefore boon driven to depend 
chiefly on casual and precarious gifts. To this *unfavourable change in the 
attitude of the patrons of Sanskrit studies must bo attributed the gradual 
diminution in the numbers of the tfila and the pupils they receive. 

However, the existence of the toh and a number of other institutions, reli- 
gious and secular, founded for the purpose of promoting the study of Sanskrit 
will show that the people of India have not entirely lost interest in their ancient 
language and literature. To maintain and strengthen tbim interest is a 
nation*! aim, which in the opinion of Sir Charles Elliott should have the full 
sympathy of Government, and His Honour, in the hope of stimulating private 
liberality, has sanctioned, in addition to the allowance of Rs. 2,400 now paid 
to iol students at Nadia, the grant of Rs. 15,600, or a total of Rs. 18,000 per 
annum, for the grant of stipends and rewards to teachers and pupils of toh. 
These will mainly be distributed in acoordanoe with the results of the Title 
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examination held at the Sanskrit College, Calcutta, and other similar examin- 
ations conducted by the recognised Sanskrit Associations. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


161. The transactions of the Stationery Department continue to grow, and 

there was again in 1891-92 an increase in the value 
Stationery and PnntinR. gtorcs both received and issued. On the 

other hand, the value of stores received from the India Office, which has 
been reduced by more than lakhs within the last five years, showed a 
decrease of Rs. 66,427 in 1891-92, as compared with the previous year. This 
is the outcome of the policy, which has been steadily pursued, oT substituting, 
as far as possible, locally manufactured stores ^r imported articles. The 
substitution of paper made in India for English paper not only effects 
economy, but has also been the means of developing an important local 
industry. 

The outturns of tlie Jail, Secretariat, and Darjeeling Presses amounted in 
1891-92 to Rs. 5,12,9.‘14, against Rs. 4,92,199 in 1890-91, while the actual 
expenditure rose from Rs. 1,95,812 to Rs. 2,09, 483» In the Jail Press the 
increased outturn was duo in some measure to tlie Type-Casting Department 
being in full operation during the year. 

152. During flio year the transliteration of the Indian names of well- 

known places, rivers, &c., in Bengal, of vernacular 
^^Spoiimg of itrnacuiar names, terms in Constant use, and names of reli-, ^ 

gious festivals, was revised by the Bengal Govern- 
ment with the approval of the Government of India, lists of words being pub- 
lished for general adoption. Tho spelling of the names of places and rivers 
which had been fixed by historical and literary usage was not altered, but it 
was laid down that all other names of places and all technical vernacular 
terms which it nnight be found necessary to employ in official letters should 
be transliterated on tho scientific system accepted by Government. The 
Lieutenant-Governor considered the revision to be necessary, as the tendency 
of educated people is towards a system of spelling which is regarded as scien- 
tific, and as it was, moreover, becoming more and more irksome to spell by 
the antiquated phonetic methods a number of names which could not be 
said to have received the stamp of universal acceptance. 


153. Tho question of increasing tho number of Volunteers, both Active 

and Reservists in India, had been under the consi- 

The Volunteer moTeinont. i . r tont r 

deration of Government since January 1891. In 
view of the great importance attached to tilic subject by the Government of 
India, Sir Charles Elliott invited the hearty co-operation of all Administrative, 
Executive and Departmental authorities under the Bengal Government in 
promoting tho Volunteer movement, and at tho same time conferred on 
the question of -the most effective way of increasing the popularity of yolun- 
tecriiig in Bengal with several of the officers in command of Volunteer Corps 
and other gentlemen competent to advise in the matter. As the result of this 
consultation the Bengal Government recommended that in lieu of the present 
capitation allowance, a grant of Rs. 10 a month be sanctioned for each thorough- 
ly efficient Light Horse Volunteer, the standard of efficiency being rnised; 
that the Calcutta Light Horse be allowed to purchase from the Remount Depdt 
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a certain number of horses erery year at the average price fixed by Govem- 
^ ment, on the understanding that this privilege would be confined to Volunteers 
who pledge themselves, apart from ill-health oj* unforeseen circumstances, to 
continue to serve for three years with the Corp^; that a permanent advance be 
made, without interest, to each Light Horse or Mounted Rifle Corps, to serve 
as a Chmda fund for buying remounts ; that service postage stamps be allowed 
free to Volunteer Corps; that good-conduct medals for long service be granted 
to Volunteers of ton years’ approved service possessed of a certificate of efliciency 
signed by the Commanding Officer of the Corps, with his recommendation for the 
award in each case, and that additional clasps for each period of five years beyond 
the first ten years be allowed on similar conditions ; that the grant for passing in 
tactics be increased from Rs. 5 to Rs. 100 a year, so as to attract officers to the 
examination ; that a greater number of rounds of freo ammunition bo allowed 
annually to each Volunteer than the present quantity, 100 rounds ; and that the 
conditions laid down for Volunteer Reservists in Army Circular of 1889, No. 51, 
bo modified to the extent of excusing attendance at drill and the wearing of 
uniforms. It was also suggested that in future all Reservists should be attached 
to Companies of active Volunteer forces and not enrolled separately, and that 
no European or Eurasian should bo allowed to join the Provincial Service of 
Government unless he accepts the condition of becoming a Volunteer. Sir 
Charles Elliott, while attaching great importance to the efficiency of the existing 
Corps, was most anxious to obtain an increase in the numbers of the active 
• Volunteers and Reservists throughout Bengal, and accordingly, in desiring all 
civil officers to take every opportunity to persuade all eligible persons to 
‘become Volunteers, ho emphasised the principles (1) that the first object should 
be to induce men to join a force of active Volunteers wherever possible; 
(2) that there are grave objections to allowing a Reserve force to deplete an 
existing Volunteer force ; (3) that it is most desirable to induce all European 
and Eurasian adults to join a Reserve force rather than remain un enrolled in any 
force. These proposals, as formulated by the Lieutenant-Governor, came under 
the consideration of the Committee of Volunteer-officers appointed in February 
1892 by the Government of India to examine the whole question of the Volun- 
teer movement, and the assistance to be afforded to it by Government ; but at 
the close of the year the decision of 4;he Supreme Government on the different 
proposals before it had not been published. 

154. At the request of the District Charitable Society and of the Eurasian 

and Anglo-Indian Association, the Lieutenant- 
and^MMi^ Europeans Qovemor, in April 1891, without pledging Govem- 

* ment to accept any ^ew financial responsibilities, 

appointed a representative Committee to enquire into the destitution prevalent 
among Euvopeans and Eurasians in Calcutta and Howrah, and the various moans 
possible for relieving and checking it. The Committee were occupied in 
this work for upwards of a year, and the report which tlioy have submitted, 
with* its appendices, is a valuable and interesting record of information. It 
was shown that statistics pointed to the existence of an amount of pauperism 
among the domiciled European community of Calcutta and Hovrrah far larger 
tbflTi what is believed to be the amount of similar destitution in England, 
while the percentage of pauperism, that is, of all those who arc in receipt of 
charitable relief of any kind, among Eurasians of all degrees of mixed blood is 
as high as 22*3. The causes of this excessive pauperism were shewn to be 
partly the increase of education among the natives of Bengal leading to sharper 

e 2 
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competition for employment, partly inherent defects of character common among 
Indo-Europeans, wliich often impede and weaken them in the struggle for 
existence, and partly, and most important of all, the injudicious administration 
of charitable relief, which by demoralizing tlie recipients of such aid, has contri- 
buted in no small measure to aggravate the evil. The relieving agencies of 
Calcutta, its charitable societies, its homes, and schools, and hospitals, control 
funds which in the aggregate are sufficient to meet oven the present congested 
demand for relief; and if they arc properly administered, not only will pauperism 
bo diminished, but distress can bo absolutely stamped out. The principles 
advocated by the Committee , are that the condition of idle paupers should bo 
made less eligible than that of the independent poor, that indoor relief should 
bo the nilo and outdoor relief the exception, and that relief in aid of wages 
should bo, if possible, avoided. 

In dealing with the remedies proposed by the Committee to counteract the 
prevailing tendencies in the direction of ever-increasing poverty, the Lieutenant- 
Governor confined himself mainly to a careful consideration of the means by 
which practical effect could bo given to three scliemes, of wliich two are intended 
to provide new sources of employment, and .the third to promote the better 
organization of charitable relief. Either of the two former will involve a not 
inconsiderable expenditure. One of them is the proposal to form an Indo- 
European regiment, and this the Lieutenant-Governor has recommended to the 
favourable consideration of the Government of India, with the proviso that the 
now regiment shall take the place of a native and not of a British regiment. 
Tho second proposal to establish a training-ship in the river Ilooghly for Indo- 
European boys could hardly bo undertaken with an assurance of ultimate 
success. Even if Indo-European boys could be induced to adopt the sea as 
a profession and to inure themselves to the perils and hardships of a sailor’s 
life, there remains much doubt as to the possibility of obtaining employ- 
ment for them either as seamen or as ship apprentices. In view of this 
uncertamty, the cost of currying out the scheme would be prohibitive, and 
in its present shajic the proposal must bo abandoned, but tho Lieutenant- 
Governor is not without hope that some cheaper substitute may be found 
practicable. 

Tho Committee’s third remedy,, namely, tho bettor organization of chari- 
table relief, is a matter in wliw-.h it is impossible for Government, as such, to 
any action ; but tho Lieutenant-Govomor has expressed his general concurrence 
with tho views of the Committee, and approves their proposal that the District 
Charitable Society should undertake to deal with all cases which in England 
would come witliin the operation of the Poor Law, leaving to the remaining 
chaiitablc agencies those cases to which private charity is suitable. In order to 
carry out this division of work, some central authority will be necessary to in- 
vestigate cases of destitution, to decide to which of the two classes tfiey belong, 
and otherwise to assist the various agencies in working harmoniously together. 
This work of a “Charity Organization Society ” might be undertaken by^ the 
District Charitable Society, in a(fdition to tho duties assigned to it by the 
Committee. It seems to have an organization suited for the purpose, though it 
would be necessary to place its TK>nstitutiou on a somewhat wider basis, to 
form a Central Committee consisting of representatives of all sections of the 
Christian religion, together with delegates from existing charitable societies and ' 
institutions. The Lieutenant-Govomor trusts that an earnest endeavour will be 
made to overcome the initial difficulties and to organize a practical scheme on 
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these lines, which will secure the co-operation of the various charitable agencies 
of Calcutta. 

156. A proposal to substitute a fised annual payment for the variable 

charge on account of the district post made on 
zamindars in Bengal under Act YlII (B.O.) of 1862 
was made by the British Indian Association, and the Postmaster-General was 
asked to report on it. He submitted a note reviewing tlie whole zamindari ddk 
system, aiid suggested, among other things, the fixing of the cess for a period 
of ten years, and the amalgamation of it for collection purposes with the land 
revenue. The Board of Revenue was asked to report whether it was possible 
to amalgamate the zamindari d4k cess with the land revenue and road cess for 
collection purposes, and subsequently Mr. W. 0. Maepherson, c.s., on special 
duty, was desired to consider the matter, and, if it was not possible to keep the 
accounts of the cess in the same tauzi-ledger as the land revenue and road cess, 
to devise a form of tauzi-ledger for the d^k cess. The Postmaster-General’s 
report showed that practically no changes in the zamindari ddk lines or expen- 
diture were anticipated in the next few years, and Sir Charles Elliott being 
satisfied that the cess should be fixed for at least five years beginning from 
January 1893, desired the Board of Revenue to determine, in consultation with 
all Collectors, what the rate should be- in round figures for each district, and 
with which revenue instalment the cess should be collected. It was decided at 
the same time that estates which pay less than Ks. 50 as land revenue in conse- 
quence of partitions should not be exempted under section 8 of the Act from 
payment of the cess ; and that the arrear list should bo made up (in a proscribed 
form) as nearly as possible 30 days after the kist, and that the penalty under 
section 9 of the Act should then be added. 

156. During the year the standing orders in force with regard to the tours 

to be undertaken by all Administrative and Execu. 
tive Officers were examined, and fresh instructions 

were issued in supersession of all previous rules on the subject of the duration 
and objects of tours. The Lieutenant-Governor called attention to the great 
importance which he attaches to personal supervision and communication 
between the Heads of Departments and the’Chief Executive Officers and their 
subordinates, and to close and minute inspection by them of all branches of 
the offices and of the work done by, the subordinate officers. Specific orders 
on the subject were issued in the case of each Head of Department and class 
of officers, prescribing the minimum period during which each is required to 
be on tour and the reports to be furnished. 

157. ' The passing of Act XI of 1891, amendihg the Indian Factories Act, 

XV of 1881, in several important particulars, neces- 
The Factory Act. sitated, a , revision of the Factory Rules, and a 

Committee, presided over by Mr. A. Smith, Member of the Board of Revenue, 
and representing commercial interests and native public opinion in the 
persons of Raja Peary Mohun Mookerjee, c.8.i., and the Hon’ble J. L. 
Mackay, c.i.e., was appointed to draw up revised rules for the approval of 


Toura of officers. 


Government. 

The rules submitted by the Committee were subjected to public criticism 
for the prescribed period, and finally promulgated under the authority of the 
lieutenant-Governor as rules under the Factory Acts. About the same time 
a Resolution was issued setting forth in detail the changes made in the law by 
the of the Act of 1891. Besides giving an extended meaning to the 



70 


BENGAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


[1881-98. 


term Factory, further restrictions have been imposed upon the employment of 
women and children, and an interval during the day for rest and a holiday^ 
on Sunday have been made obligatory with some small exceptions for all 
operatives. 

Magistrates of districts will continue as heretofore to bo Inspectors of Fac- 
tories, except in the 24-Pargana8, where the Joint-Magistrate has been appointed 
Inspector. In addition to them. Civil Smrgeons of districts and certain medical 
officers in tho 24-Parganas have been appointed Joint-Inspectors, and empower- 
ed to certify to the ages of children under the provisions of the Act, and in 
order to ensure stricter watchfulness over the machinery and tho structures of 
the factories, an Engineer-officer has been appointed Special Inspector for 
Bengal and the North-Western Provinces. 

1{j8. In 1885 tho Government of India suggested that steps should be 

taken towards the collection of more precise in- 
pcople * occttpation.'i of tho formation regarding the castes and occupations of 

tho people of India, and Mr. H. H. Risloy, c.s., was 
solected to prosecute ethnographic researches, from which, apart from tho 
scientific results, substantial administrative benefits were anticipated. As the 
result of Mr. llisley’s enquiries during six years, two volumes wore brought out 
in tho year 1891-92, containing the ethnographic Glossary of all tho castes, 
tribes, sub-castes and sections, of winch a substantial number of representatives 
is found in Bengal, with an introductory essay on caste in relation to marriage. 
These volumes wore welcomed by tho Lieutenant-Governor as an important * 
addition to tho stock of official information available on the subject and as a 
valuable contribution to scientific research. It is true that a comjdete know- 
ledge of tho caste system of India will not bo obtained from tho study of tho 
ethnographic Glossary alone. The greatest and purest castes of India, the 
Brahmans and Rajputs, are (with the exception of the Maithila Brahmans of 
Bihdr) exotics in Bengal, and it is only in Upper India, the country of their 
origin, that a full understanding of their main permanent subdivisions, and of 
tho mutual relations of those subdivisions, can bo obtained; but still much learned 
information is contained in tho Glossary respecting those clans or individuals of 
those castes who have emigrated into Bengal, and whose descendants have 
established local sub-castes with local customs of their own. Tho work contains 
tho most complete account that has hitherto been put on official record with 
regard to the numerous lower castes which have sprung up in Bengal, and to 
tho representatives of tho aboriginal races, who have more or less come under 
Hinduising influences. As a dictionary of tho castes and their occupations, the 
Glossary is calculated to be* useful to tho Administration. Tho more Govern- 
ment officers know about tho religious and social customs of the people of their 
district, tho bettor able they will bo to deal with either tho possible. social prob- 
lems of the future, or with tho practical questions arising in their ordinary work, 
such as tho relations of different castes to tho land, their privileges in respect of 
rent, thoir relations to trade, their status in civil society, their internal organi- 
zation, their rules as to marriage and divorce, and as to the giving and receiv- 
ing of famine relief. It is believed that Bengal is the only province in which 
any sustained attempt has been made to carry out the wishes of the Govern- 
ment of India with respect to the investigation of castes and occupations 
originating from the Census of 1881. This work affords a substantial 
frame-work on which further enquiries can be instituted and their results 
incorporated. 
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The two volumes of the Ethnographic Glossary have been circulated to all 
Commissioners, District and Subdivisional Officers, and other persons inte- 
rested, and their criticisms invited with a view to supplement in a later edition 
the deficiencies incidental to such an undertaking. A scheme which Mr. Bisley 
, submitted in outline for the continuation of ethnographical researches in the 
Lower Provinces, and for their extension to the other parts of India, has been 
laid before the Government of India. 

Mr. Bisley also laid before Government two volumes containing his Antho- 
fomtric Data or series of tables of figures showing the results of measurements 
carried on under his orders on the methods approved by European anthropolo- 
gists, of the physical characteristics of certain selected castes and tribes. The 
conclusions to be dedubed from these contributions are awaited. 
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ADMINISTRATION OF BENGAL, 1891-92 


[.-POLITICAL 
of gklrwinisttaitioit. 


The fourfold classification of estates hitherto adopled for purposes of land 

Land revenue revenue administration appeared to bo wanting in 

an revenue. ^ logical arrangement, and has been reiilaced by a 

threefold classification as follows : — 


L— Permanently-settled estates. 

II. — Temporarily-settled estates-- 

* 

Those settled with proprietors for periods. 

U) Private estates leased to fanners for j|)eriods. 

(c) Govormnent estates leased to farmers for periods. 


III.— Estates held direct by Government, viz.— 


(a) Those managed for proprietors. 

(b) Those owned by Government as proprietor. 


In view of the extensive operations which the survey and record of rights 
in Bihiir and tho settlement in Orissa and elsewhere in Bengal will entail during 
the next few years, it was proposed to the Government of India that Colonel 

Spden ^ ■ - 

Lieutoi 


J,U A Vf r 


surveys 

of five years from Ist April 1892. 

A proposal was long under consideration to amend the Bengal Court of Wards^ 
Act IX (B.C.) of 1879, so as to empower the Court of Wards, wliero desirable, 
to take charge of encumbered estates on tho application of tho proprietors, and 
to provide against any valid charges being created against property vested in 
the Court hy a disqualified proprietor, wlio might run into fresh debt during tlie 
period of disqualification. During tho year under report an Act was pfisscd by 
the Supreme Legislative Council, being Act IV of 1802, which lias not only 
given effect’ to the above proposaf, but has also enabled the Couit; of Wards to 
take charge of a share of an estate, other than an undivided sham held in 
coparceny as tho property of a Hindu joint-family governed by the Mitakshara 
or Miihila law. 

Tho reconstitution of forest charges mentioned in last year’s report has 

now been completely carried out, and tho result is 
Beoonshttttion o ores c urges. ^elve independent forest divi- 

sions in place of eight, including Direction, but excluding the Working Plans 
Division, which has also been abolished because there was no officer available to 
keep it up. By these changes, which wem rendered necessary by the paucity of 
the staff of the Forest Department, it has been sought to economize the services 
of individual officers to the best advantage, and to promote general efficiency. 
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In modification of the rules for the recruitment of the Opium Department, 

which proscribed that every fourth vacancy in the 
AdmisBion of natiTCB of Jndiato Qpium Department should be reserved exclusively 

the Opium Department. • 3 3 l 1 ^ 

for natives ot India ot unmixed descent, orders were 
issued in Soptfunbor 1821 to the effect that those i-ecruits should bo selected by 
the results of a competitive examination, instead of, as hitherto, without exami- 
nation. The first examination under these orders was held in March 1892, 
and the candidate wdio obtained the highest aggregate of marks, Babu Mohima 
Nath Bhattacharyya, B.A., was appointed to the Opium Department as an 
Officiating Assistant Sub- Deputy Opium Agent, Benares Agency, after the close 
of the year. 

Though these tracts were formed into a district charge with effect from the 

16th December 1891, affairs in Keonjhar rendered 
«.!i '*^''*'’** necessary to depute Rai Nanda Kishore Das 

Bahadur, tlio officer in charge of the new district, 
to duty in that State, and, owing to the difficulty of filling his place, the district 
of Angul was for over six months without an officer in charge. Mr. H. P. 
Wylly has now licen appointed to officiate for Rai Nanda Kishore Das Bahadur 
during the remaining period of his deputation. 

In January 1892 a conference met at Calcutta to discuss civil and military 

matters connected with the control of the Chin 


Transfer of I he Sonlh Liishai 
Hills Hud Chittu^oii^ di.slncrs from 
Jbengal to Assam. 


Lushai Hills, and the Government of India have 
since decided, in accordance with the recommend- 
ations of the conference, that the whole of the 


liushai country should bo under the Chief Commissioner of Assam, and that 
the Cliittagong district should also bo transferred from Bengal to Assam as 
soon as the settlement operations now in* progress have been brought to an 
end. It has also been decided that if the settlement cannot be finished within 


tho cun'ent year, or if it is found that there are difficulties in the immediate 
transfer of the entire district, thv) subdivision of the Hill Tracts should be 
transferred in advance of the rest. 



8 91 . 92 .] 


KELATIOSrs WITH TBIBUTARY STATES, ETC. 


§l^lati0ns ^^rifewtarg States, aair J'r0Mthr $<fairs« 


During the year under review, the estates of Augul and the Khondmals 
, were formed into a separate district in charge of 

Taibutabt States op Obisba. an officer under the immediate supervision of the 

Administrstive cliangoB. Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals. Rai 

Nanda Kishore Das Bahadhz*, Assistant Superin- 
tendent of the Tributary Mahdls, was appointed to the charge of the district 
thus formed with effect from the 16th December 1891. He was succeeded in 
his appointment as Assistant Superintendent by Babu Sudani Charan Naik, 
Manager of the Dhenkanal State, who assumed charge of his new office on the 
12th February 1892. 

Two other events of administrative importance took place during the year, 
viz., the death of Raja Ram Cliandra Birbar Harichandan of Talcher, and an 
insurrection of the Bhuyas of Keonjhar against their Maharaja. The former 
occurrence took place on the 18th December 1891, only four days after the 
Raja’s return from a pilgrimage to the North-Western Provinces and Puri. 
Having no legitimate heir, he was succeeded by his adopted son, a boy of about 
eloven.years of age, and the State was taken under the management of Govern- 
ment. The events in Keonjhar resulted in the Maharaja’s flight to Cuttack and 
his final restoration accompanied diy Kai Nanda Kishore Das Bahadur as 
Government Agent. The oppressions and exactions of the Maharaja were the 
immediate cause of the disturbances, which were promptly supjiressed by the 
local officers with the aid of the Government police. A detachment of troops 
Jfrom Calcutta was also ordered under arms, but was only held in reserve and not 
'balled into action. Although all active resistance on tho part of the insurgents 
appear.s to have now ceased, and tho Maharaja has been duly restored, th<'« 
Bhuyas, in spite of the efforts of tho Government Agent towards rotionciliug 
them, still hold aloof, and will neither pay the revenue due from thorn nor 
allow the payment of revenue by those under their influence. A proclaniation 
has recently been issued warning them of tho serious consequences of continued 
contumacy, and if tliis warning is neglected they will during the coming cold 
weather be reduced to submission by force, and their ringleaders, if necessary, 
deported. 

Tho Superintendent was on tour in tho Tributary Mahals, iiioluding Aiigul 

and tho Khondm&l.s, for 90 days, during which 
Tourspf the Sapwiniendeat ond ^ime lie vftited the States of Keonjhar, Khandpara, 
8.p«»und«t Ba,p„l|a, Boad, Atlimallik, Ulioiikind; and Nilriri 


and also met the Managers of Barumba and Narsingpur near tho boviiers of their 



spent between them 76 day 

(twice), Dospalla (twice), Talcher, Pal Lahera, 'Ilimiol, 
Dhenkanal, and Athgarh. The Magistrate of Puri, 


as 


Kliandpara 
Baitimbn, Tigiria, 
ex-officio Assistant 

Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals, visited Ranpur and Nayagarh. Every 
one of the Tributary Mahdls was thus visited at least once during the year, 
with the exception of Moharbhanj. 

The rainfall during the vear was sufficient on tho whole, though unevenly 
^ •, .... , , distributed, and the rice harvest was a fair averatro 

0«»»l ™a.u™ of il. in ^1 the Stntcs except AthnialHk, Khaadi>ara, 

Narsingpur, N ayagarh, and Ranpur, where the crops were poor. Although prices 
were high, the general condition of the people was fairly good, and the large 
export of food-grains to Madras and other provinces, while raising prices, enabled 
the people to dispose of their surplus produce to tho best advantage, and thus, 
instead of causing distress, contributed largely to their prosperity. 

The public health throughout the States was fairly good during the year, 

and calls for no special remark. There is a dis- 
pensary in every State, with the exception of 

B 2 


^bUo health and vaceinatloD. 



4 


BENGAL ADMINISTEATION REPORT. 


[ 1891 . 93 . 


m 

Athgarh, Daspalla, Khandpara, Nilgiri, and Tigiria, while in Pbenkanal and 
Moharbhanj there are two and three dispensaries, respectively. There are in 
the States altogether 15 dispensaries, which during the year relieved 41,411 
patients (of whom 423 wore indoor patients) at a cost of Rs. 1 8,066, compared 
with 32,936 jiatients at a cost of Rs. 15,579, the average figures for the pre- 
ceding three years. The Superintendent has been asked to nse every endeavour 
to persuade those Chiefs who do not at present maintain any dispensary to 
confer this boon on their people. During the year tho system by which vac- 
cinators were sent from Cuttack for work in the Tributary Mah&ls was put 
an end to, and salaried vaccinators were appointed for each State or group of 
States to opcx*ate themselves, and to instruct and assist tho local inoculators in 
practising vaccination. Tho number of operations performed during the year 
was 17,437, against 21,613 in 1890-91. There are many obstacles and pre- 
judices to be overcome before vaccination is likely to bo freely accepted by 
the people, but several of the Chiefs have shown their willingness to encourage 
it in their States, and there is reason to hope that steady progress will be 
made in future. This is at present tho only point in which the Chota Nagpur 
States sliow better results than those in Orissa, tho former States with only 
half the population showing 25,799 operations during the year. 

Tho number of schools in the States was 1,207 with 15,628 pupils, against 

1,136 with 14,894 pupils in 1890-91. During the 
Education. 27 ^ 1 1 uew schools Were opened in 

the States of Athmallik, Dhenkamil, and Ilindol, respectively. The number 
of aboriginal students fell from 1,467 in 1890-91 to 1,338 in 1891-92, owing 
principally to the entire llhuiya population of Keonjhar having abstained from 
sending their children to the schools established by' tho Maharaja. Tho total 
expenditure incurred during the year on ‘education amounted to Rs. 74,152, 
of which only Rs. 3,117 w'as borne by Government, against Rs. 65,641 and 
Rs. 7,469, the av.'c.igo figures for the three preceding years. 

I’lio total number of excise shops in all the States was 759 in 1891-92, 

. compared witli 786, tho average number for the 

y'cars 1888-89 to 1890-91. The decrease is due to 
large reductions in the number of shojxs in Dhenkanal and Moharbhanj. Dur- 
ing the year 31 new country spirit shops were opened in the State of Boad, 
and this State now contains 177 shops out of a total of 472 for all the States 
(excluding Athgarh). The total excise revenue derived by all the States 
(except Athgarh) from a population of 1,660,107 was Rs. 37,793, against 
Ks. 33,581, the average for the preceding three y’cars. Tho increase does 
not appear to bo unduly rapid, and the revenue at present amounts only to 
Rs. 22 per thousand of population, which is much the same figure as in the 
Chota Nagpur States, and much less than tho figures of the neighbouring 
British districts of Cuttack, Pun, and Balasoro, which show an excise revenue 
of lls. 137, Bs. 105, a?id Rs. 186 per thousand of population. Several of the 
Chiefs liave shown a disposition to break through the arrangement under 
which no liquor or other excise shops shall be established within three miles 
of tlic frontier, and tho Lieutenant-Governor has recently issued strict orders 
for its enforcement. 

The total mileage of rQads in the States was 642j, and the expenditure 
,, , , ... on roads and other public works Rs. 46,234 and 

hs. 48,ar)o, respectively. JNo new works of import- 
anco were undeiiakcn by any of the Chie:^, but the survey of the proposed 
Bambalpur-Khui’da Railway was coniplotea during the year. It* would seem 
that many of tho Chiefs, while outwardly professing to be- fully alive to the 
advantages of the proposed railway, are suspicious of tho consequences of the 
greater acce.ssibility thus given to their States. • 

The police force of the States amounts to 109 officers and 552 men, being 

7 officers and 89 men above the average of the 
preceding three years. The expenditure incurred 
in maintaining this force was Rs. 52,358, or Rs. 79 
per man. The Chota Nagpur States maintain a force of 59 officers and 263 
men at an average cost of Rs. 46 per man. The number of persons brought 
to trial for criminal ofifencos in the 16 Orissa States which submitted returns 
was 8,202 out of a population of 1,639,561, or 6 per mille. In the Chota 
Nagpur States the proportion is only two per millo of the population, — a result 


I’olico niid admiDisiration 
juslico. 


of 
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probably due to inferior reporting and detection of crime. Of the 8,202 per- 
sons brought to trial in 15 of tho Orissa States, 3,418 wore convicted, 4,262 
acquitted, 73 died, escaped, or were transferred, and 449 remained under trial 
at the end of the year. The percentage of acquittals is abnormally high in 
most of the States, and especially .in llhenkanal, and seems to imply want of 
caution in allowing prosecutions to bo instituted. Of 32 persons committed 
for trial, 18 were convicted, 9 acquitted, and only 5 remained under trial at 
the end of the year — a very satisfactory result. During tho year five original 
criminal cases were tried b}’’ the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendents, 
in which 8 persons were convicted and 6 acquitted. The value of property 
stolen and of that recovered was Rs. 24,260 and Its. 7,878 respectively, tlm 
percentage of recovery being 32*47 — a result which is not unsatisfactory. The 
total number of civil and criminal cases in all the States lias risen from 13,885 
pd 3,692 in 1888-89 to 14,531 and 4,282 re.spoctively in 1891-92. The 
increase, though slow, is an indication that the people aro gradually availing 
themselves of tho facilities afforded for the redress of their grievances. 

The registration of deeds shows a steady increase. In the States of 
, IJaramba, Dhenkanal, Moharbhanj, Nar.singnur, and 

«ki 8 ra ion an s aiups. Lahera rules were promulgated by Government 

1887, and have been in force for some time past. Most of tho other States 


in 


have optional systems of registration of their own. In IJaramba, Dlicnkaiial, 
Moharbhanj, and Narsingpur special judicial stamps aro in use, and were sold 
to the value of Rs. 6,694, Ks. 7,773, Rs. 7,930, and Rs. 13,100, respectively, in 
the four years 1888-89 to 1891-92. The above figures would appear to iudicato, 
as far as such limited figures can show anything, a gradual increase in the 
general prosperity of the people. 

The census of tho Tributary States wa.s taken at tho same time with 
_ * that of the Rritish districts, and with tho result that 

the population was found to he 1,090,710, against 
1,410,183 in 1881. The operations were carried tlirough by Rui Nanda Klshoro 
Das llaliadur, and the Chiefs cordially co-operated in carrying out tho work. 
The large increase of 280,527 over the figures of 1881 is no doubt partly due 
to better enumeration. 

The State of Moliarblianj is now under the management of its Chief, who 

has had a good education and shows signs of his 
^ appreciation of the liberal training he lias received. 

His position is besot with many difticulties, but he may rely on the support of 
Government in any attempts he may make for tho improvemmit of his State 
and the promotion of the interests of Iris people. 

Atlhough the Commissioner could not visit any of the States during 

the year, ho kept himself well acijuuinted with 
what was going on in them, and had interviews 
with thoTtajas of Bonai, Seraikella, Gangpur, and 
Toun, &o. Jashpur, the I'liakurs of Kharsawan and Kera, and 

several of the zamindars of the Tributary States.. 

The material condition of tho people during the year was worse than in tho 
General condition of tUc people, year 1890-91. Except iu Gaugpur, tho rainfall was 
&o. everywhere insufficient and unevenly distributed. 

The high prices of food-grains f<illowing on the partial failure of the crops 
were still further raised in Seraikella, Kharsawan, and Gangpur by tlio demand 
caused by the employes of the Boi]gal-Nagpur Railway, and tho facilities given 
by the opdhing of the railway to the export trade. In Sirguja the poorer 
classes were pinched, and tho Maharaja found it necessary to order general 
advances of seed and food-grain. The year was inoro unhealthy than its 
predecessor. Fever, cholera, and small-pox caused heavy mortality iu almost 
all the States. Cattle-disease also prevailed in Jashpur, Gangpur, Korea, and 

^'hie only dispensary in the States is that at JBisrampur, tho head-quarters of 

• ^ Sirguja. In tho years 1889-90 and 1800-91, this dis- 

Modicalan vacema on. ponsary served 1,130 and 1,002 patients, and the 

Maharaja expended on it each year a sura of Rs. 1,016. During 1891-92, however, 
the dispensary was closed for ten months of the yoor„ the expenditure on it was 
J^. 365, and the number of patients treated only 30. The establishment of 
a dispensary at Dharamjaigorh in Udaipur is in contemplation, tho Raja having 
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already entertained the services of a Native Doctor. The present absence of 
dispensaries in the States is most unsatisfactory, and the Commissioner bos been 
asked to take every opportunity of impressing on the Chiefs the great importance 
of providing medical treatment for the sick among their subjects. Vaccination, 
on the other hand, is the most satisfactory fixture of the year’s administration. 
The number of operations performed ha# risen from 17,723 in 1890-91 to 
25,799— a number over 8,000 in excess of those performed in the Orissa States. 
Operations were for the first time carried on during the year in Udaipur, and 
there was a great increase in the number of cases in Gangpur and in the 
Political State of Serai kclla. 

• The number of schools in the States rose from 38 to 39, but the number 

of pupils fell from 1,091 to 963, and the number 
.( uca ion, aboriginal pupils from 282 to 233. During the 

year the Government education grants hitherto made to the Political States of 
Seraikella and Kharsawan wore withdrawn. This has had no bad effect on 
education in the former State. In Kharsawan, however, tlie'i'bakur only maim 
tained 8 schools with 239 pupils, against 9 with 396 pupils in the previous 
year. 'I’ho large falling off in attendance was duo to tne prejudice of Uriya 
and Bengali parents against sending their children to schools attended by boys 
of the aboriginal classes, which, tliough kept under while the schools were 
under direct Government supervision, has led to the exclusion to a certain 
extent of the aboriginal classes since the withdrawal of the Government grants. 
Three candidates from the Seraikella school and two from the Kharsawan 
school competed at the last Primary Scholarship Examination; both of the 
latter and two of the former were successful. 

During the year the Raja of Udaipur constructed 16 out of 24 miles of a 
T, , , • road from Dhai'amiaigarh to Sakti. 'J’he llaia of 

Gangpur also constructed a new road from Sundi, 
his capital, to Bhusmah, a village on tho Sambalpur border, with a view to 
connecting his State with the railway at Jharsogra. These two roads will open 
out tho States of Gangpur and Udaipur, and tlic Maharaja of Sirguja will be 
requested to improve the line connecting his capital, Bisrampur, with Dharam- 
jaigarh. The Raja of Seraikella spent Rs. 278 and the Thakur of Kharsawan 
Rs. 500 in the construction of village roads. 

The number of licensed excise shops of all kinds in the States during the 

year was 810, compared with 754, 797, and 814 in 
the three jircceding years. Tho excise revenue of 
the State.s has steadily risen from Rs. 18,818 in 1888-89, Rs. 18,351 in 1889-90, 
and Rs. 19,120 in 1890-91, to Bs. 20,004 in 1891-92, the principal increase in 
the year under review being in Kharsawan and Seraikella, where the revenue 
from tins source rose from Rs. 2,047 and Rs. 5,773 to Rs. 3,000 and Rs. 6,648 
respectively. In Sirguja and Udaipur there was a considerable falling off in 
revenue, duo probably to bad times. The incidence of excise revenue in the 
Chota Nagpur and tho Orissa States is almost exactly equal, viz., about Rs. 22 
to every thousand of the population. 

Tho recent census shows that tho population of the States increased from 
Coi.s,is. 569,813 in 1881 to 761^525 in 1891. Tho large 

increase of 191,712 may to a great extent be attri- 
buted to bettor enumeration. The opening of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
has also brought residents from outside districts into the States bordering on 
tho line of railway. ^ 

There was a decided increase in reported crime, the total numUbr of cases 
lMta„dtUo xxder trial daring tho yewbovog m 

of justice. and l,49o respectively, compared with 671 and 1,243 

in 1890-91. The principal increase was under* the 
head of theft, which showed an increase in every State except Bonai, Chang 
Bhakar, and Seraikella. Of 1,405 persons tried, 840, or about 66 per cent., 
were convicted. Seven cases wjth 23 prisoners were committed for tnal daring 
the year, against 17 cases with 29 prisoners in 1890-91. Nine persons were 
convicted and 1 acquitted, and 4 cases with 12 prisoners were pending trial at 
tho close of the year, against 1 case with 1 prisoner at the close of 1890-91. 
There were altogether 4464)ri8onor8 in the jails of the Tarious States during 
the year, compared with 383 in the previous year. There were 11 deaths and 
6 escapes, compared with 4 and 20 in 1890-91. 
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The number of civil cases rose from 703 to 833, and the number of such 
oa^ ipending at tho close of the year from 180 to 239, the principal increase 
being in Jashpur, Gangpur, SeraikeUa, and Khorsawan. Execution cases rose 
from 127 to 199, of which 90 against 66 wore pending at the close of tho year. 

The conduct of tho Chiefs durimg the year has been marked by a satisfac* 

.1 ii» cbM. “p'fv* SI <?“ 

troubles of May 1891 the Raja of SeraikeUa sup* 
plied a hundred men fully equipped for the assistance of QoUtmment, who 
rendered valuable aid to the police. The Raja’s services on this occasion have 
been acknowledged, and a valuable gun with a suitable inscription having 
been awarded him by Government, was personally delivered to him by tho 
Lieutenant-Governor when he was at Chaibassa. The Raja of Udaipur also 
volunteered for service in Keonjhar with his police and a body of matchlock 
men, and though occasion did not armc for taking advantage of this offer, tho 
loyal spirit in which it was made deserves every recognition. Beyond the 
dispute between the Raja of SeraikeUa and his raiyats, no definite troubles 
connected with the internal affairs of the States came to notice during the year. 

General comp»rim between the , , 

(^ota HoCTut and the Orissa of the Iributary otatcs of Cliota Nagpur uiidcr all 
^ important heads with that of tho corresponding 

States in Orissa : — 


Kxi'KNIUri UR I 
ON PniMO I 

WOllKS. 1 


Athgui'li 
AthiUHlIik 
Harainbn (A) ... 
Buad 
Dtt4p.<i1Ia 
Dlienkunitl (A) 
HiikImI 
Rt'onjhar 
Klmndisani . 
Moharhhanj .. 
Narsinpur (A) 
Nityngarh 
Nilgiii . i 
VaILnln*ra(&) 
RanKpur 
THlrVr(A) ... 


a7,4(W I 

37, W4 .131 1 

89,038 146 1 

12,065 

iMM 784 2 

3(5,187 1 

1,43,482 1,040 1 

2rt,l(n 

4,02.0(18 13,278 3 

39,913 008 I 

102.(503 1 

09,901 879 . 


.... 49 

l,hfll 38 

917 89 

2,158 8S 

14,831 27G 

1,5(KI 


0.212 242 

8,481 31 

2,094 40 

88 

760 6 

4.328 61 

2.883 42 


3,K.7 15 112 

. , 5 35 

2I,H4 J7 120 

3,997 2 11 

(i;i2 13 20 

259 6 22 

1,101 2 9 

m « 29 

3,4.51 10 22 

447 1 0 


4,<i('4 1)1 

077 05 


529 526 113 ... 

774 50 S92 1 


09 ... I ... 
82 111 


8.2t;H 978 2.821 0 m 

8(is I 154 150 ... .. 

793 478 9:42 2 . 13 

449 92 179 1 .. 

12.7(:9 720 4.3-4(i 6 1 81 

473 8.4 .870 3 ... 

2,81(i 6IS 371 

2,222 00 1«M I i . 


14,;5{t7 1,096,710 12,88,088 I 17,437 j 16 41,411 1,207 j 33,5i;!» 642} 10 234 ! 48, .555 il09 Bu2 W.-W 759 37,; 

— — — 1 '1 — — — — 


1.221 182 94 .. ... 

195 .. 01 ... I ... 

37,793 4,00.8 11,921 21 :301 


Cknta Nuffpur, 


SIrgujii 

Vrtlipur 

Koi-ea 

Jashpur 

Gtuigpur 

Bonuf 

SHmiknlla 

Khai'siiwun .. 

Chang Bhakur 


0.103 824,652 

1,051 37,556 

1.031 80,240 

1.947 113,(136 

2,484 108,915 

1,2147 82,120 

m 93,i^4:J 

149 35,471 

906 18,520 


61,147 7,616 1 

12.000 1,232 ... 

0,623 707 ... 

20.000 4,110 ... 

20,067 ... 

10,910 344 ... 

62,079 3,y(»0 ... 

20,000 1,^34 ... 


10.5 1,200 I'O IM 288 7.299 214 

490 J9 :•!) 1,974 HI 875 US 

3 JO 5] 6 :t;i 201 5.5 

450 9 21 l,:i98 28 l.OIIU 91 

1,9119 .8 4.5 1,936 1(9 KCt 97 

5110 3 14 1.24S 19 205 .52 


7j9 58 (j.filS 89 

6"4 25 3,UOU 41 


Total ... 16,027 890,8 


3,16,826 35,790 1 ]||0 39 963 3.942 269* i; 


,733 3.273 i 59 2.53 14,422 810 20,004 7.17 833 7 9 


(fl) Fignrw uot (Hipplind. 

(6) States under Govornmout nanageiDont. 


• 4- Hs, 75fri»mtlov(Tiiinf'iil. 
t Nf'v only. of old roads not .snipplied. 

]; 4 Rs, 54fr()in Govoruiuont. 


This is a valuable statement ip so far as it shows tho extreme backwardness 
of the Chota Nagpur States compared with those of Orissa. With a greater 
area, they contain only half the population, and have only onc-sixth the revenue 
of the Orissa States. Whjlo nearly every one of the Orissa Sttites has a well, 
attended dispensary at its head-quarters, there is in tho Chota Nagpur States 
only one dispensary, and that was closed for ten months of the year under 
review. While the Orissa States maintained 1,207 schools with 1.5,626 pupils, 
and expended Rs. 53,669 on education in 1801-92, those of Chota Nagpur 
maintained only 89 schools with an attendance of 963, and at a cost of 
Rs. 3,942. The Orissa States contain, according to tho very imperfect figures 
available, 6424 miles prep^d roads, while tho Chota Nagpur States have 
only 250^, and the expenditure on roads and publio works in the Orissa and 
Chota Nagpur States is very nearly as 20 to 1. 

B 4 
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The relations of the Kuch Bihar State with the British Government con- 
tinued to bo friendly and satisfactory. A railway 
KucnDiiiAB. Gitalda to the town of Kuch Bihar, for ' 

which the Government of India have sanctioned, on certain conditions, a loan 
of Ks. 8,00,000 to Ilis Highness the Maharaja, is now under construction. 
Important reforms wore introduced during the year in the administration of 
the State, Avliich include arrangements for the regular and thorough inspection 
of the courts tnd ofliccs in the State. Mr. E. E. T^owis, formerly of the Indian 
Civil Service and lately Commissioner of the llajshahi Division, took over charge 
of the office of Superintendent of the State and Vice-President of the State 
Council in December 1891, and he is using wisely the experience gained in 
Governniont service for the improvement of the administration in all its branches. 

The financial results of the year show a surplus of Rs. 1,00,681, the re- 
ceipts amounting to Bs. 18,92,405 and expenditure to Rs. 17,91,724, against 
Rs, 17,90,981 andRs. 17,78,917 resjicctivcly of the previous year. His Highness 
has taken the necessary .steps to impi’ove the system of collection of land revenue 
in his State, and measures have been adopted for the realisation of arrears. 

'rho tract known as the South Lushai Hills, with an area estimated at 
, , ,T 24,000 siiuare miles, was constituted a British district 

^ Superinfciidoncy under tlw l.iente- 
nant-Govornor of Bengal on and from the Ist April 1891. The first Superinten- 
dent, Mr. C. S. Murray, C,I,E., was transferred to tho Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
and was succeeded on tho 16th April 1891 in tho appointment by Captain 
J. SLakespear, D.S.O., Leinster Regiment, who since 1888 had served in these 
hills, first as Intelligence and then as Assistant I’olitical Oflicer. Captain 
Shakospear assumed charge of the district on the 16th April 1891, and his 
first efforts were directed to tho dislodgmfint of the Chief Jakopa, at whose 
hands Mr. Murray had sustained a serious reverse a fetv months before. Tho 
expedition undertaken was completely successful ; Jakopa’s village was destroy- 
ed, and ho himself fled far away, and has never attempted to return. The 
result was the final subjugation of the Urolienpui tribe, Tho other leading, 
events of tho year were tho darhav Jicld at Lungleh in January 1892, at which 
all tho hill Chiefs who attended swore friendship with one another ; the tours 
of the Superintendent and of his officers, and especially tho meeting with 
Mr. McCal)e, JVjlitieal Offieer, North Lnshai Hills, at Kairntna, and the settlement 
of tho boundary between the North and South Lushai Hills; tho capture of 
the Sheudu Chief Dokola and his deportation to llazarihiigh, and, above all, 
tho serious distiirhauces in the Howlong country on tho northern froiitier, 
which were put down with the assistance of a column sent from Eort White by 
the Chief Commi.ssioner of Burma. I’ho actual expenditure incuri'ed during 
1891-92 in the administration of the South Lu.shai Hills amounted to Rs. 7,50,706. 
This amount doos not include any military outlay proper which would be 
homo by tho Military Department. 

Ill Alurcli 1892 tlie Bengal Military Police Act V of 1892 was passed by 

FrcHiier 1‘oiice Supreme Legislative Council with the object of 

' ’ improving the position of the frontier police employ- 

ed in the South T.usliai Hills, and of constituting 4lbody of military police in 
other districts. The Act came into force on the 1st May 1892, hut owing 
to tho distill hauccs in tlie fiills it has not been possible to give effect to the 
provisions of the Act by formally enrolling the officers and men of the frontier 
police as military police officers under sectii^u 3. Tho Government of India 
have ordered that the force shall in future be designated the Bengal Military 
Police, Luehai Battalion. 

The conversion of tho Chittagong Hill Tracts into a subdivision was 

Hu.i 'p «“* S' 

L.I.L., late Superintendent of the Lushai Hills, was 

appointed to the charge of tho subdivision as Assistant Commissioner, under 

the direct supervision of the Commissioner of Chittagong. The change, which 

was formally ratified by the Secretary of State on the 28th July 1898, will 

effect a saving of Rs. 23,508 per mensem. The administration of these tracts 

was uneventful during the year, and the only important orders which call for 

remark relate to the modifiications made in the system of revenue administration 

of tho tracts. The system hitherto in force was the result of Sir Richard 
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Temple’s orders of 1876, as modified by the rules of 1884, based on 
Sir Ashley Eden’s orders of 1878. Sir Richard Temple laid down that the 
jurisdiction of the Chiefs must bo regarded by local boundaries instead of by 
tribal distinctions. The rules of 1884, while recognizing the geographical 
jurisdiction of the Cliiefs, provided also for tho extension of their tribal juris- 
diction beyond the geographical limits ; thus every hillman living in the circle 
of the Chief of another tribe was to pay, not only tho full jhum tax of Rs. 4 
to his own Chief, but a further tax of Re. 1 to the Chief of the tract in which he 
resided. The rules otherwise attempted to restrict and penalize migrations, 
the object being to consolidate and localize each tribe round its own Chief. 
The rules failed in this respect. The Chiefs were powerless to enforce the 
payment of tribute from tribesmen who had passed far beyond their 
geographical jurisdiction, and owing to tho largeness of tho mountainous area, 
tho otficers of Government could render very little help in tliis respect. On 
tho recommendation of tho local authoritio.s, the Lieutenant-Governor in 
February 1892 decided to give absolute effect to the orders recorded by 
Sir Richard Templo in his Minuto of July 1876 ; and a few simple clear rules 
were enunciated, that all hillmen were to bo subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Chief within whose territory they resided or cultivatinl. Local limits were 
defined for each headman, dewan, and .superior Chief, and advantage was 
taken of this system to regulate and develop tho land revenue of the hills. 
Tho old rules for plough cultivation were cancelled, and in future any suitable 
person wishing to open plough cultivation would be permitted to do so. 

The administration of the Hill Tippera State was successful financially, 

and the liquidation of debts engaged the careful 
iLt irpEHA. attention of the administration. During tho two 

years the State has been under tlfo charge of llai Umakanto Da,s Bahadur, 
the debts have been reduced from Us. 10,50,569 to lls. 5,59,611. Tlio Lieu- 
tenant-Governor has been very glad to support tho decision of tho Maharaja 
to have a survey and record of right-s raado of his zamindarios in British 
.territory, and ho has assured Ills Highness that every assistance will be 
afiforded by the Bengal Government in furtherance of this work. Education 
has made satisfactory progress. The number of scliools and pupiLs has risen 
from 19 and 624 to 27 and 857 respectively. The number of persons receiving 
medical aid at the charitable dispensaries has also risen from 5,079 to 7,040, 
I’he results of the census of 1891 show that the population has increased 
from 95,637 to 137,442 in ten years. 

Tho Raja of Sikkim was given permission to re.side during tho rains at 

cither Tumlong, Guntok, or llobdoiichi. lie cho.so 
the latter, and went there in February 1891. In 
October tho Council requested him to return to 
Guntok, but ho refused. Tho Lieutenant-Governor 
then issued orders that it was oxpe'&ted of him tliat lie would immediately 
return to Guntok, and also that his son should be brought for education from 
Tibet. It was added that if the Raja should not coniply with those demands, 
all pecuniary allowances would bo stopped, and that in tho last resort measures 
should be taken to bring lAu to Guntok. The Raja took no notice of these 
prders, and in January ]892 the Assistant Political Agent visited Robdenchi 
and did his best to induce him to comd into Guntok, but without succoss. In 
March the Raja left Robdenchi and endeavoured to find his way into Tibet 
vid Nepal, but he was arrested by 4ho Nepalese authorities, who placed tliem- 
selves in communication with the Government of India, and eventually escorted 
the Raja to the Darjeeling district, where he is now detained. These events 
belong properly to the history of the pcsent year. During no period of the 
past year did the Raja take any part in the administration of tho affairs of the 
iState, which were conducted by the Assistant Political Agent and the Council, 
consisting of tho Phodang Lama, the Khausa Dewan, tho Show Dewan, tho 
Jerung Dewan, and the Rhenok Kazi, and they hl&vo acted together in complete 
agreement. 

Perfect quiet prevailed throughout the year in Sikkim, and tho revenue 
administration during the three years which have elapsed since Mr. White’s 
appointment, has been most satisfactory. 

The land revenue has steadily expanded under the system of survey and 
settlement which was sanctioned in 1889. It is collected by tho old and 
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recognised territorial officials known as Eazis, who get a percentage for their 
share and are entitled to demand no more. The forest revenue is derived 
from toa-plantcrs, who are allowed to cut ioon wood under licenses for their 
tea chests. The foiling of timber in s4l forests has been stopped for the 
present. The excise revenue which is derived from the lease of liquor-shops 
at auction shows steady expansion. The principal item of expenditure is on 
public works, and during the past year about Rs. 20,000 were spent on 
roads and more than Rs. 6,000 on bridges. The allowance to the Raja, which 
was stopped after Noveniber last, is Rs. 500 a month, and an additional 
allowance of Rs. 50 a month is made to the Raja’s sister. 

There was much less rain this year than usual, but the crops were in good 
, condition at the end of June. In July large flights 

boluiu**^”’ *'^°***’ locusts visited many of the valleys and did 

considerable damage to the crops. Rice was very 
slightly damaged, but bhutta, barley, wheat, potatoes, and turnips were almost 
entirely destroyed. The damage done is now being felt on acount of the 
scarcity of grain and consequent high prices. Advances have been made to 
many of the kazis and raiyats to enable them to tide over the present period. 
The general health of the people was good, although during the last three 
months of the year there was a considerable mortality from influenza, small- 
pox, and dysentery. The dispensary established at Guntok proved of benefit to 
the people and was well attended during the year. 

Two new veins of copper were found during the year above Rungli, but 
, they have not yet been worked. Tufaceous lime- 

incs aii( minera s. stono has also been found in the Rungit in small 

quantities, but too small to repay the expense of burning. 

The Guntok-Tumloug road undertaken during 1890-91 has been finished, 
,, , , , . , and the one from Guntok to the Rungit bridge vid 

oa Ban n gcs. Rumtck, Song, Temi, Dumthong, and Namchi is 

nearly completed. The bridges over the Tista and Rumman are in progress, 
and the former is near completion. , 

A census of Sikkim was taken under Mr. White’s supervision in February 

1891 ; the total population was found to be 30,458. 

The Lepchas still form a larger proportion of 
the population than any other tribe. The tract to the immediate north of 
Darjeeling which constitutes the southern fringe of Sikkim, is peopled by 
Faharias or immigrants from Nepal. There are the Gurungs, Murmis and 
others shown in the census list. These men are the best cultivators and hardest 
workers in Sikkim. A lino has been laid down following the ridges of mountains 
north of which these Faharias are not allowed to settle. This arrangement has 
been made for the protection of the aboriginal inliabitants who people the 
whole of the central and northern portion of tho State, The Bliuteas are 
Tibetan by descent, and must not be misunderstood to be immigrants from 
Bhutan. 

The relations of the Bengal Government with Bhutan have on the whole 

been satisfactory. The rumour of hostile inten- 
tions at one time prevalent appears to have been 
entirely without foundation. The incident of the kidnapping of an Excise 
Sub-Inspector, and of the * extortion practised on him, has been settled." 
It was an outrage of no real political importance. The raids on Kamrup 
are more serious, and the punitive measures to be adopted in consequence 
are still under consideration. Special police posts have been * established 
on the frontier by the Assam Administration, and the Bhutan authorities 
have been warned that the cost of this extra police will be deducted from 
the annual Posa paid under the Treaty. No farther trouble is expected 
in the matter of the boundary between Bhutan and the Western Duars. The 
policy adopted has been to relay tho old boundary line exactly, and no dffiSculty 
has arisen with the Bhutan (government in carrying out the orders passed. 
.No measures have been taken to elect a Deb Raja during the yew. The Tongsa 
Penlow still holds the seals of office and is chief in name as well as in fact * 
and the authority of his Govemmont is reported to be as strong and stable as 
any which has ever held power in Bhutan. 
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II.-ADMINISTRATIOK OF THE LAND. 




The foUoMring is an abstract statement of the progress made in, and the 
cost of, survey operations connected either with settlement proceedings or with 
proceedings for the record of rights in the temporarily-settled, Government, 
Wards’ and private estates in all parts of Bengal : — 



Total auka airavEYKD— 


ToT.\L CO.ST— 


Ebt\trs. 

TTp to 31 at 
Murdi 1891. 

Dorinj? 

the year uTHlcr 
report. 

Total. 

Up to 3lHt 
March 1891. 

During 

tUo year iindor 
^ report. 

Total, 

1 

2 

1 

3 ! 

4 

5 

1 

0 ! 

7 

(tovomnioni ostiitcs 

Wonia’ catatoa 

I'rivalo ostatea 

Acrcfl. 

1,412,951 

1,2711.092 

544,785 

Aoroa. 
1,233,1 51 
10,32« : 
7,047 1 

Acrof*. 

2,613.702 
1,286,418 
5.52, ‘132 
(.Sonthal Par- 
ganas). 

Us. 

6,81.017 

4,68,199 

23,070 

R«. 

■1,44,151 

55,735 

1,116 

U.H. 

11,28,163 

5.24,2.34 

24 186 

Total 

3,‘i;!a,8i!8 

1,251,724 

j,4.sr>.r)r<2 

11, 75, .086 

5,01,002 

16,76,588 


• I. — TEMrORABILY-SETTIiED AND GOVERNMENT ESTATES. 

The total area to be surveyed in Orissa, as reckoned from the old maps of 

the revenue survey, is 4,943 square miles, viz., in 
"** Cuttack, including the permanently-settled irrigated 

area, 2,239 square miles, in Puri 1,021 square miles, and in Balasoro 1,682 
square miles. By the end of the year under report tho whole of the traverse 
survey work had been done in Puri, except that of tho Satais Hazari lands 
belonging to the Puri Temple. In Cuttack, TiT square miles of original traverse 
work and 136 of revision had been done by the end of March 1892. In Balasore, 
35 square miles of traverse work had been completed up to the oud of tho year. 
In Cuttack, 426*36 square miles and in Puri 312*18 square miles of cadastral 
survey were completed during tho IsCdt half of the year, making a total area 
of 1,776*46 square miles cadastrally surveyed since the beginning of the 
operations. To this apparently has to be added, 138 square miles of revision 
survey in Cuttack. The khanapuri work has not kept pace with the survey ; 
up to the Slat March 1892 the Settlement Officer had received the survey records 
for 686 square miles only, comprising 1,700 villages : he had still to receive the 
survey records for 352*66 square miles, comprising' 537 villages surveyed in tho 
year. The cost of survey was Rs. 2,01,666 during tho year. 

In Chittagong, the demarcatipn of the Sadar subdivision was completed 
.* before the year began. Towards the close of the 

Chittagong. Jn thdna Chakaria were demarcated 

by a mrty working under the Settlement Officer, while those in Kutubdia 
were *aemarcated by a party of the regular survey. The demarcation work 
rmnaining to ^ done consists of the villages in thdna Teknaaf and one village 
in Moiscal. 

In the Sadar subdivision during the year under report an area of 540 
square mites was cadastrally surveyed ana 202 ‘square miles were topographi-Mi 
caliy surveyed. At the close of the year there remained in this subdivision 
78 ^uare mites to be cadastrally surveyed and 266 square miles to be topo- 
graphically surveyed. In the Cox’s Bazar subdivision the survey of old th^ 
Ramu was comjdeted two years ago: in the remaining part of the subdivision 
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6 square miles were cadastrally surveyed during the year. Tho survey cost 
Ks. 1,58,867 during the year, and the total expenditure under this head from 
the beginning has been (including old thaua Hamu) 3,81,897. 

The portion of the Western Iliiars in Jalpaiguri under survey and settle- 
Western Duars ment is 771*49 square miles. Of this area 706*72 

® square miles liad boon surveyed down to the end 

of March 1891, and 64*77 square miles were surveyed during tho year ending 
31st March 1802. Tho cadastral survey work was finished by March 189*2, so 
far as field woi*k is concerned. The total number of join and kbas blocks 
under survey is shown by the Survey Department as 10,891 and by the 
Settlement Officer as 11,002. Tho records of 4,303 of these joh had been 
made over to the Settlement Ofiiccr by the Survey Department before the Olst 
March 1891, and those for 5,298 joU were made over during the year, making 
in tdl records for 9,001 join made over. I’ho expenditure on survey during 
tho year was lis, 51,710, making Ks. 3,54,408 since tho beginning of the 
operations. 

Tlie survey of Calcutta under Colonel W. IT. Wilkins was continued 

during tho year. Tho boundaries of 1,441 hold- 
Tlio surrey of ilio touii of Cal- ^f{QXQ surveyed during the year : of this number 

657 are in the Collectorate area and 784 in taluk 
Sutanati. Tho number of holdings remaining for survey at tho end of tho year 
was 1,865. Tho number of boundary disputes settled was 24 1, leaving 312 cases 
awaiting settlement : the necessary steps ai’e being tiiken to have those disputes 
settled as early as possible. Tho maps, some 236 in number, arc all drawn as 
far as the settlement of the disputes and tho attendance of tlie proprietors of 
holdings to point oUt their boundaries permit. Prosecutions were instituted 
against absentee propiietors in all cases wJiPro a conviction was probable, and 
this has had the dcsivid effect in accelerating tho progress of the work. 


II.— -Wards’ Estatfs. 


During 1891 field operations were confined to the cadastral survey of 
„ , r. . , . ... lands which had been omitted during previous 

Bun wan aj ■ las ma la s. seasons iu Burdwan and Birbhum. To the end 

of September 1891 an area of 2,510 acres was cadastrally surveyed in 89 
villages in Burdwan and 259 acres in 10 villages in Birbhum, and to tho end 
of March 3,607 acres in 18 villages in tauzi Nos. 1, 2, and 3 in Bunkuna were 
cadastrally surveyed, and an area of 205*14 square miles in 3-55 villages were 
traverse surveyed in tho same district. During the year under report tho survey 
cost Ks. 31,187, tho total expenditure to 31st March 1892 being Ihs. 1,44,541. 

Tho survey and .settlement of this estate was sanctioned under Government 

Talipnba.1 ward's estate iu Dacca. Notification <lat«d 8th January 1891, issued under 

section 101 («) (5) of the lenancy Act, on the 
application of the Jlagistratc, and on the ground that it was necessary to avert 
serious disputes between tho landlords and their tenants. It was then decided 
to lay tho exterior boundaries*by theodolite and to survey tho interior by plane 
table, and tho work began under Babu Jnan Sankar ^en on the 8th Decern* 
her 1891. 


The pargana contains ala area of 94 square miles, or 60,160 acres, with 
113 villages. Up to the end of March 1892 tho following work was done: — 

Of the 113 villages in the pargana, tho , demarcation of 35 was completed, 
and tho boundary disputes in all these, except one village, amicably settled. 
Eighteen villages were cadastrally surveyed and work tested. Khanapuri was 
completed and tested in 14 villages, and the existing rent recorded in one. 

The cost for survey was Its. 1,464 for traverse and Ra. 1,590 for cadastral. 

At tho beginning of the operations iu 1889 there were 38 villages with an 
. c. . . , 124*80 square miles belonging to this estate 

estate fa Baciferiger' ' on;tho main island, and a number of new chars 

* iu the river Meghna. Of these 38 villages, one 

was entirely washed away after the - survey. The mainland was surveyed 
by Party No. 2 of tho Survey of India Department in 1889-90, and the chars 
were surveyed by a detachment of the same party during tho year under report. 
Tho professional party made a cadastral survey of 36 villages only, and khanapuri 
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of 14 small villages only with an area of 17*58 square miles. During the year 
under report the Settlement Officer did the following survey work : — (a) Cadaa- 
•* trally surveyed two villages with an area of 153^ acres; (&} completed the khana* 
puri of 16,779 khasra entries out of 145,162 ; (c) estimated the field areas of the 
145,162 khasra entries ; (d) converted the field areas into local kanis ; (<;) complet- 
ed the khasras of 24 villages, *.<!., distributed the area over the several columns ; 
(/ 1 inked up the maps of 24 villages consisting of 1 16 sheets, 40 of which were 
partly done up to end of March 1891 ;• (ff) prepared the area statements, milan 
khasra, crop statement, etc., of all the villages; (/i) prepared traces of the maps 
of all the villages. 

The survey which has been completed has cost Rs. 39’, 529, or about 8 annas 
an acre. 

This estate contains 299 villages with an area of 180,664 acres. The 

survey was completed by the professional party in 
* 1890-9J, and the records of 216 villages were made 

over to the Settlement Officer during that year. The records of the remaining 
83 villages wore made over during the year under report. The total cost for 
survey up to the 31st March 1892 was Rs. 99,436. 

The settlement of this estate, the lands of which are situated in tho Bhdgal- 
, . , ^ pwr, Monghyr, Malda, Purnea, and Darbhanga 

brmaKar-Uanan osta 0 . districts, began in November 1887 and was com- 
pleted during the year under report. On tho 11th May 1891, Mr. Collin, who 
had been in charge of the operations since the beginning, but with interrup- 
tions, made over charge of the settlement to Babu Burhamdeo Narain, Assistant 
Settlement Officer. 

The total area surveyed was 447,662 acres, or 669 square miles. Of this 
area, 7,654 contained in 11 villages in tho Haveli pargana, Puruca, were found 
not to fall within the terms of the Government notification directing the survey 
under Chapter X of the Tenancy Act, as the Srinagar Court of Wards’ estate * 
held only a small share in them. 'Phus, thougli tlio villages were cadastrally 
surveyed, they were not token up for settlement. The total area of the lands 
settled is therefore 440,008 acres. 'I'he estates are distributed in five districts 
and 23 parganas, as follows: — 


A. 


ii. p. 


Dhdgnlpur 

Monghyr 

I’urnea 

Daibhanga 

Malda 


157,249 

126,590 

128,518 

1,851 

26,297 


2 24 

3 6 
3 33 
2 16 
2 27 


Total 


440,008 2 26 


The survey of this estate was completed in June 1890, the total area being 
„ 282,240 acres, or 441 square miles, of which 

Eaiu a war 8 es a mu c . 104,320 acres are jungle surveyed on the 4" scale. 

The remaining area, 177,920 acres, is comprised in 632 villages. Up to the 
close of tho year the papers of 694 out of 632 villages were made over to tho 
Settlement Officer; the rest were pending on account of boundary disputes 
concerning them which wore disposed of during tho year, and the correct 
boundaries communicated to tho Survey Office. Traverse survey stations and 
trijunctions were marked with specially dressed stones, the size and shape of 
the stones being different for stations and trijunctions. 

III. — Private Estates. 

There were altogether 52 applications for survey and record of rights under 
Chapler X of the Bengal 'Penancy Act, against 30 in tho previous year. Of 
these, 22 related to Government estates and 30 to private estates. Of the private 
estate) which came under settlement duriiig tho year under report, an account 
of the operations in those which are important .will be found under the head 

“Settlements.” « t. i. • 

Survey work was commenced by a detachment of a Professional Survey 

Party in the Muzaffarpur district in December 1891. 
Khirittivey. Traversing of 743 square miles was done during 

the year. 
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1, — Temporarily-settled and Government Estates. 


In Orissa tho number of plots finally attested by the Assistant Settlement 

Officers down to the end of tho year was 423,713, 
coverin'; an area of 198,706 acres. The cost of 
settlement was Ks. 1,36,40? during tho year under report. Soil maps were 
prepared for 619 villages up to tho end of March 1892. 

The work remaining to bo done in Angul, at tho beginning of the year 

under report, was to make fair copies of the khasras 
and khatians, and to take kabuliyats from the 
sarbardhkdrs. Tho final report on tho settlement has received tho confirmation 
of Government. The area assessed in this estate is 140,992 acres, with an 
eventual rental of R.s. 99,934, against 55,471 acres, with a rental of 
Rs. 45,936 (including Rs. 8,820 on account of jungieburi and other tenures 
subsequently assessed), at the last sctilement. The settlement runs for fifteen 
years from *1892. The rental for the first five years will be Rs. 72,934, and for 
the second five years Rs. 80,434. Tho collection of rent will be made through 
sarbaruhkiirs, who will bo paid by a pcrceiitago on tho collections. The records 
will be u>aintained by the sarbarahkars, on the system recently laid down for 
the Khurda estate in Puri. 

Since January 1891 the work of preparing records for attestation has been 

wholly under tho direct supervision of the Settle^ 
***** *^"'^^^^ ment Officer. In the Sadar subdivision during the 

" year under report, records were prepared of 451 

villages comprising an area of 470'2 square miles, with 850,793 khasra numbers. 

Tho work of khauapuri was under tho direct supervision of Mr. iSlack. 
During tlio latter part of the year ho had tho assistance in this work of three 
kanumios. Up to the olst March 1H92 the khanapuri of 1,(514,038 khasra 
numbers had been completed. It is runv estimated that tho number of plots in 
tho Sailar subdivision will exceed 20 lakhs. In all 119,822 khatians of raiyats 
and other tcuiants wore attested during tho year in tho Sadar subdivision. 
Adding to thi.s number 5,073 khatians attested in tho previous year, the total 
number of khatians attested up to 1st April 1><92 was 124,895. In the Sadar 
subdivi.sion Mr. Allen was the only officer who settled fair rents during the 
half-year ending 31st March 1892, and the total amount of rentals fixed by 
him (on Government estates only) comes to Rs. 7,580, as against Rs, 7,576. 
In old thiina Raniu the fair rents fixed so far amount to Rs. 85,466, as 
compared with a previous rental of Rs. 63,701. 

Pending the preparation and consideration of soil maps, no assessment of 
land revenue was made either in the Sadar subdivision or in Ramu during the 
year, except tlm a.ssessment of raiyats of tho Government estates mentioned 
above. In Ramu, where attestation was finished in May 1891, the Assistant 
Settlement Officer was engaged in November in trying cases and preparing 
proposition statismouts for .'issos.smpnt. In the latter part of the year he was 
chiefly occupied in preparing soil maps and statements and in trying suits for 
.settlement of fair- rents. A scheme has been sanctioned by Government for 
strengthening and utilizing the klms tahsil establishment for the maintenance 
of tho record.s. Tho settlement charges amounted to Rs. 1,02,339 during the 
year under report, and the total expenditure under this head 'from the login- 
ning has been (including old tliAna Ramu) Ks. 1,57,759. 

In Jalpaiguri, the record of rights was completed for 2,742 jots and 
- . 249 khas blocks during the year under report (hi- 

apiiigun. eluding records for 1,650 jots during the last half 

of tho year), and the rents of 17,347 tenants in Maynaguri tahsil were recorded 
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(including those of 8,795 recorded in tho last part of the year). The rental 
of the 17,347 tenants has been raised by the Settlement Officer from Bs. 76,984 
at the former settlement to Bs. 1,40,300; but the figures are open to . some 
doubt, and many objections against the assessment are pending before the 
Commissioner to be disposed of under Article XI of the rules appended to the 
Bhutan Duars Act of 1869. The now settlement rates have nut yet been 
brought into effect, partly because of the backwardness of the settlement work, 
and partly because of the partial failure of tho paddy crop of the winter of 
1891. The board have recently submitted a report to Government on the 
question of the form of kabuliyats, and tho realisation of rent in the Duars. 
The cost incurred on settlement during tho year was Bs. 30,455, giving a total 
of Bs. 76,757 since the beginning of the operations down to Slst March 1892. 

In Backorgungc during the year under report there were twenty -two char 
_ ^ , estates under settlement under the Tenancy Act- 

gunge”***”*” ** * ** *” eighteen under Mr. Dvija Das Datta, three under 

babu Pyari Mohan basu, and one under the Sub- 

divisional Officer of Bhola. 


Attestation, including record of rents and determination of status, was 
done in respect of four of these estates. Objections under section 105 were 
disposed of in six. Fair rents under section 104 were fixed for eight. Draft 
records were published of eleven. Disputes under section 106 were settled in 
nine. Becords were finally X)ublis1icd in ten. Baiyats for patit lands were 
found and settled in four. 


Daring the year the attestation, including record of rent and rights and 
determination of status, was made in* regard to 7,123 tenants. Fair rents were 
fixed for 7,551 tenants. Tho number of objections disposed of under section 
105 was 1,846, and that of disputes tinder section 106 was 152. 

Tho estates under settlement on the fife of Babu Pyari Mohan basu were— 


(1) Char Shaiabhupura, No. 5225, 

(2) „ Golokpura, No. 5226, 

(3) „ Padmti, No. 5234, 


comprising a total area of 6,52Q acres. Tho records of Shambhupura and 
Golokpura were finally framed and published during tho year under report and 
final reports submitted. Those two estates have been under settlement for the 
past eleven years. Various attempts to settle them under tho Regulations and 
Act VIII (B.C.) of 1879 failed on account of legal objections raised by the 
hauladors. Finally, proceedings under Ch;ipter X of the Tenancy Act wore 
taken, and a settlement concluded which has resulted in an increase of Ks. 647 
and Rs. 426 on previous not revenues of Rs. 3,107 and Rs. 2,722. Tho estates 
have been settled with farmers for 12 years. Tho cost of survey (non-profes- 
sional) of these estates was 3 annas and 1 1 pies per acre ; the cost of settlement 
has not been distinguished from expenditure on other estates. The settlement 
of char Kalachand with an area of 1,062 acres under tho Tenancy Act had 
been pending on the file of the Subdivisional Officer of Bhola since March 1888. 
The survey was completed and tested in 1889. Disputes which were contested 
before the Special Judge were settled, and the records were finally published 
in the year under repi>rt. The rent according to tho previous settlement was 
Rs. 235 and according to the now settlement Rs.*693, the increase being due 
partly to increase in the area of cultivated land, and partly to enhanced rates. 
No objections against the enhancements have been preferred. The total cost 
of the survey and settlement of tlie char is shown as Rs. 257 only. 

In Noakhali there were three Government estates under survey and settlement 

undeAhe Tenancy Act, namely — (1) char Peer Bux, 
arnUmciitolGoveriimentestote* /. 2 ) c],ar Gazi, and (3) char Fakira. The survey of 

* ** (1) char Peer Bux, which has 136 tenants and an 

area of 5,176 acres, cost Rs. 478 and the settlement Rs. 175, giving a rate of 2 
annas an acre in all. An increase of Us. 551 has been obtained on a previous 
revenue of Rs. 2,594. The settlement of (2) char Gazi was originally taken up 
undei^the Regulations, but in July 1891 the preparation of a record of rights 
was ordered under the Tenancy Act. This estate contains an area of 7,355 
Itetes, of wh^h 4,410 acres were measured up to March 1891 and 2,845 acres 
.during thenar under report The local explanation of tho khatians began in 
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February 1892, and the record of rights and settlement of rents in April 1892. 
The survey alone has cost Rs. 1,540, the high rate being due to the smallness of 
the fields and to the variety of interests that had to be recorded. The settle- 
ment of (3) char Fakira was also at first taken up under the Regulations, but 
was brought under the Tenancy Act in July 1891. The area of this estate is 
2,748 acres, of which 903 were surveyed in the previous year and 1,845 acres 
during tho year under report. The local explanation of the khatians began in 
January 1892, and was in progress to the end of the year. The total cost of 
tho survey was Rs. 179. 


II. — Wards’ Estates. 

This work in the Burdwan and Birbhutn districts was in charge of 

Habu Sukumar Haidar. In the Midnapore district, 
Burdwan Kaj asmaias. settlement of Majnamutha was in charge of 

Mr. Dijen Lai Roy. 

In the Birbhuni district, the records of Hukuraapur were finally published, 
and the work brought to a close at tho end of October 1891. The work in 
Chandrihat and Panchboria was also completed. The settlement in Birbhum 
cost Rs. 18,767 (out of which Rs. 5,286 were expended during the year under 
report), or about Re. 1-2-6 per acre. The work in Burdwan commenced with 
the settlement of some jietty scattered villages. Up to the end of March 
1892 the Settlement Officer had completed a record of existing rights for 22 
villages with an area of 10,816 acre-s, fair rents being determined in tho case 
of 12 villages with an area of 3,379 acres. Tho Settlement Officer also enquired 
into and decided on tlie spot 1,044 disputes regarding right, title, &c, Tho 
records of 15 villages were made over to. the Assistant Manager, Mr. Srinath 
Dutt, with a view to amicable settlement. The amicable settlement had resulted 
up to the end of March 1892 in an increase of Rs. 131, the tenants, as defendants, 
admitting excess areas and paying additional rent thereon at equitable rates. 
Out of 12 applications filed by tlio Raj under section 104 (2) for 11 villages^ 
8 had boon disposed of and 4 were ponding. No enhancement of rent had been 
decreed where the tenants had contested ijjb, as the Raj had not been able 
to give any evidence in support of its claim. Tho khatians of six villages and 
the khewats of four were published under section 105 (1), and gave rise to no 
disputes under section 106. The settlement in Burdwan cost Rs. 2,136. 

In Sujamutha tho c;u’ly part of tho year was occupied in preparation of 
now rent-rolls instead of tho rent-rolls of the previous year which had been 
rejected, and in disposing of objections and of corrections of records. In 
accordance with tho landlord’s request, the Survey Department was directed to 
note tho tauzi numbers against the plot numbers on the khasras and mark them 
on the traces, after which the Settlement Officer was to enter them on tho 
khatians. This work was completed by "the Survey Department on the 22nd 
January 1892, but the corrections involved thereby occupied the Settlement 
Officer up to the end of tho year under report. The area of the estate is 28,889 
acres. The number of villa'ges comprised in the estate is 60. Tho khatians 
of 38 out of tho 60 villages wore finally published during the year under 
report. During tho year tlie settlement cost Rs. 9, 179, the total expenditure 
being — survey Rs. 1,07,000 ftnd settlement Rs. 19,458. 

This estate has been noticed under the head “ Survey. ” The cost for 
Taiipabad ward's estate in settlement was Rs. 3,326, The tahsildars of the 
Dacca. estate are to bo fraiued to keep up the* records, as 

there are no putwaris on the estate. 

Dakhin siiahb&zpar ward’s es- 'I'ho followiitjg Settlement work wos done in 

t«« in Backcrgungc. this estate : — 

(a) Existing rtmts were recorded and status determined of tenants in 
17 villages covering an area of 66 43 square miles. 

(il Fair rents were fixed partly in all of these villages.* 

(c) Draft records were published in five of these villages covering an 
area of 6'07 square miles. 

(rf) Records were finally framed and published in six villages, including 
the two of which draft records were published in the previous 
year, covering an area of 3'98 square mdes. * 
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(e) Collector’s copy of the fair copy of the records was completed with 
respect to three villages, and partly prepared with regard to two 
other villages. 

The number of tenants whoso rents were recorded and status determined 
wore : — 

Up to 31st March 1891 ... ... ... 1,032 

During the year ... ... ... 1J),.533 

— ■ ' ■ I 

Total ... 20,.'>05 


The number of tenants for whom fair rents had been recorded were : — 


Up to Slst March 1891 
During the year 


the total rentals being according to— * 

Present rent 
Fair rent 


Total 


102 

r),f)G3 

Its. 

28,705 

29,020 


The number of cases of all kinds decided during the year was 775 , and 
there were 528 cases pending at the end of the year. 

The settlement lias cost up to 31st March 1892 Rs. 12,736. 

In this estate during the year rights were recorded and fair rents determined 

in 230 villages and 53,001 holdings. The totiTl nuni- 
■ her of villages dealt with up to the end of the year 

was 259. The work was nearly completed. A largo increase of rental will be 
obtained on account of excess lands found in the possession of the raiyats. 
The total number of objections preforrod'*^ under section 105 of the Tenancy 
Act was 1,7H, of winch 1,301 had been disposed of up to 31st March 1892. 
Most the objections involve questions of right to hold rent-free. 1'he draft 
khatians of 40 villages had been published up to tlic end of April 1892. No 
appeals had been preferred to the Special Judge. The total cost for settlement 
up to the dlst March 1892 was Rs. 18,007. 

_ . „ ... In this estate the work to bo done at the begin- 

nnagar- aaai i estate. niiig of the year under report consisted of — 

(1) scttloraent of pargana Akbarabad in the Malda district, containing 

29 villages with an area of 10,329 acres, or 17 square miles; 

(2) completion of the settlement of pargana Kotwali in Jlalda, contain- 

ing 20 villages with an area of 2,040 acres, or 3J square miles ; 

(3) tho rcsetllomont of mauzu Nowhatta, pargana Kubkhand, with an 

area of 5,180 acres ; 

(4) rewriting of tho records oj two villages, Rnngnon and Chainpur. 

pargana Uttarkhand, with an area of 8,324 acres and 19,109 
kbasra numbers in consequence of presentation at tho time of 
final publication of tho records of 1,600 petitions of compromise 
for ti’ans^rs of fields from ono purcha to another. 

(5) preparation of tho records for deposit in tho Collcctorate ; 

(6) preparation of the village statcracn,t sltowing average size of tho 

holdings of various classes of tenants for five parganas containing 
150 villages of tho Malda district, and tho preparation of the 
, statistical statements *20 A to 20F for tho two parganas of the 
same district ; 

(7) the fixing of boundary jpllars along tho disputed boundaries in 103 

, villages of the districts of Bhdgalpur, Mongbyr, Purnca, and 

Malda, according to the terms of tho decision arrived at ; 

(,8) preparation of traces for correction of tho niaps according to the 
orders passed in course of settlement, and disposal of boundary 
dispute cases ; • 

(9) adjustment of accounts with tho Accountant-General for the whole 
period of operation. 

These were all completed by Babu BurbamdeQ Narain after ho had 
received charge from Mr. Collin. 
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The total area of the lands settled is 440,008 acres. The total cost of the 
survey and settlement operation has been : — 

Its. 

{</) Survey (professional) ... ... 1,20,528 

\/j) Setllonieut and non-professional survey 1,85,203 

Total ... 3,05,731 


or after making deductions for stamps, copying fees, etc., Rs. 3,00,409, against 
a total (.‘stinuite of Us. 2,60,000. Tho not increase of rent is Rs. 23,637, equal 
to 7*8 i)cr cent, on tlic total outlay. 

This estate appertains to the Burdwan Raj and contains an area of 
. „ , 146,804 acres. During the year under review the 

Kujaug war s pstate in uttac . yjjrhfg Completed in 147 villages, and 

rents recorded and status determined of 21,312 raiyats. Tho proceedings have 
resulted in an increase of Us. 18,494 in the rental. 

In this estate dixriiig the year under report Mr. Datta, who was Settlenaent 
Kanika ward’s estate in OfScer from 1st April to 14th May, completed the 
Cuttack. record of rights in 22 villages, and recorded the 

rents and status of 1,219 tenants, resulting in an increase of Rs. 4,530 in the 
rental. The Manager, Mr. Sakhawat liossein, who was appointed Settlement 
Officer in addition to his duties, did the following work during the remainder of 
the year under report Rights and status determined and final terij prepared of 
12, 488» tenants and 2,237 under-tenants and mortgagees; rent-free and other 
permanent tcuiures identified with old papers and excess lands resumed of 998 
tenants; 15,161 acres of Uaj sarkar lands classified; 877 acres surveyed of lands 
which were cidtivated since survey was completed; and 70 miles of exterior 
boundary settled. 


III. — Private lisrAi'ES under settlement under the Tenancy Act. 

f 

This is a permanently-settled estate, and is owned by Mohant Gopal Das 
. T,- , , as patnidar under the Maharaja of Burdwan. It 
comprises an area of 23,o30 acres in 46 villages. 
The survey and settlement of tliis estate was ordered by Government under ’ 
section 101 (2)(/>)of the Tenancy Acton account of jirotracted disputes between 
the Mohant and his raiyats. The survey was brought to a close during tho 
first half of the year under report. There were 34 boundary disputes, all of 
which were disposed of. Of 1,076 objections made relating to occupancy of 
land, all have boon disposed of except four, which wore pending at the end of 
tho year. Of 136 apjilieations for the settlement of fair rents, 89 wore disposed 
of during the year, as also 55 out of 92 suits under section 106. Fair rents 
are being settled according to law ajnd not according to the terms of the 
compromise as originally proposed. The following is the result' of fair rent 
suits disposed of uj» to 31st March 1892: — 

Number of raiyats whoso fair rents have been settled ... 1,513 

* Rs. 

Total assessment of existing rent ... ... ... 22,689 

Total amount of fair ront settled ... ... ... 23,576 


Increase in rent ... 887 


The increase of rent is duo to the finding of excess land on measurement. 
Tho draft records of eight villages were published up to 31st March 1892, and 
those of the remaining villages are being published. Tho cost of settlement 
during the year was Rs. 7,169. The total cost has been for survey Rs. 7,125 
and for settlement Rs. 9,360, and it is estimated by the Settlement Officer that 
about Rs. 1,300 more will cover the cost up to completion. 

This estate, which is 594 acres in area, came under settlement on an order 

passed by the Commissioner under section 103 of 
a^KraChak,No.863. in Mid- the Tenancy Act in July 1890 on the application 

of the proprietors; who stated that the raiyats 
would not pay rents according to the existing papers. It was measurea in 
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March and April 1891, and the records were finally published on the 25th 
January 1892. The raiyats appealed to the Special Judge against the rates of 
rent and the measurements, which were alleged to be incorrect. Tho appeal 
regarding the rates of rent has been remanded for detailed enquiry, and the 
appeal regarding the measurements is pending before the Judge. The survey 
and settlement cost respectively lis. 52 and Rs. 126, or at the rate of 4 annas 
10 pies to the acre. The proceedings resulted in a decrease of Rs. 92-12 on 
the previous rental of Rs. 2,551-4-11. 

A survey and settlement of this mah^l was ordered by Government under 
w-. 1 I M • j section 101, sub-section 2 (b) of tho Tenancy Act 

I a a a m 1 napore. application of the raiyats and 

on the reports submitted by the local officers showing that serious disputes had 
for years existed between tho tenants and landlords. This mahal contains 
8 villages, with an area of 4,106 acres. The measurements wore completed in 
April 1891, and the draft records finally published in March 1892. Appeals 
have been preferred to tho Special Judge in respect of tho rates of rent, and 
are pending. Tho whole cost of survey and settlement has been Rs, 595-14 
and Rs. 652-7, or at the rate of 4 annas 9 pies to the acre. A decrease of 
Rs. 1,519-9-5 in tho previous rental of Rs. 12,686-8-6, as stated by the zamin- 
dars, has been the result of the proceedings. 

The settlement of this estate was sanctioned by tho Commissioner under 

,, section 103 of the Tenancy Act in March 1890 

agun m i napore. application of the proprietors, who repre- 

aented that there was confusion in tho records, and that tho raiyats would 
not pay their rents. Tho estate has an area of 1,884 acres in five villages. 
The survey was completed in July 1891. A dispute regarding tho local 
measuring pole was decided by tho Settlement Officer in August; but the 
proprietors having appealed to the Special Judge against tliis decision, settle- 
ment work in three out of the five villages was held in abeyance. This 
question was finally remanded by the Judge for a judicial decision. In tho 
cneantime work progressed in the other two villages with an area of 1,120 acres, 
and tho final records were published in February 1892. Tho total o.xpcnditure 
incurred in this settlement up to date is Rs. 450-12-10 for survey and Rs. 333-4 
for settlement, or at the rate of 6 annas 8 pics an acre, but the proccediugs are 
not yet completed. 

A survey and tho preparation of a record of rights was sanctioned under 
■r. V ,1. .. . . • o . 1. V.- section 101, sub-section 2 (a), owing to the exist- 

iotwocn The Ilajah of 

Dubalhati and his tenants regarding tho rent and area of holdings. Tho 
necessary notification was published in the CulcuUu Gazdie of tho 20th Decem- 
ber 1887, but 17 villages were subsequently added to the list under separate 
notifications, dated, respectively, tho 25tli July, 2oth September, and 16th 
October 1889. * 

The survey by plane-table was commenced in March 1888 and ended in 
March 1890. The settlement was begun in November 1889 and was finished 
in August 1891. 

Tho survey operations extended over a tract containing a total area of 
41,794 acres, of which 4,136 were subsequently excluded from the survey. 
The area that came under settlement was 37,758 acres, classified thus: — 



Cultivated soil. 

• 

Acres. 

Bioe land 

Up land 

• « • ae « ( • • 

■ a* aaa 

23,403 

6,341 


Total oviltivated 

28,744 

New fallow 
Old „ 

Other kinds 
Unoolturablo 

• »» ••• ••• 

• 

••• 

0G3 

1,919 

1,777 

4,765 


Total 

9,014 


Gsamo Total 

37,768 
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Cla6i of eultmtor. 

Aotm. 

1. In possession of the proprietors ... 6,311 

2. Tennro-holdefs ... ... 492 

Raiyatt holding under proprieton, 

3. Boiyats at fixed rates 

4. -Settled raiyats ... ... 24,142 

5. Ocoupanoy 


6. Non*occupanoy ... ... 608 

Total ... 31,653 

7. Rent-free holders ... ... 6,205 

Grand Total ... 37,768 

8. Undor-raiyats ... 2,204 

The average area of holdings is as follows : — 

Acres. 

Tenure-holders ... 65 

■' Settled raiyats ... 3 

Non-ocoupancy raiyats ... 1 


The total number of objections filed under section 106 was 2,073, of 
which 192 were disposed of during, and tho balance before the commencement 
of, the year. I’he total number of applications for settlement of rent under 
section 104, clause (2), was 162, of which*73 were disposed of during the year 
under report. IMie total number of tenants in the .estate is 8,497, and the 
amount of fair rent settled is lls. 80,295. Of this the fair rent of 3,797 tenants, 
aoiounting to Rs. 38,547, was settled during the year. 

I'he settlement lias resulted in an increase of rental amounting toRs. 18,167, 
the now rental being Rs. 86,295 and the old Rs. 68,128, while the Government 
revenue is only Rs. 21,602. 

Rs. A. V. 

Avernge rate per acre on cuUivatod rent-paying area ... 8 13 0 

Average rate per acre on tho reut-paying urea cultivated aod 

uncultivated ... ... ... ... 3 6 6 


The total expenditure has been Rs. 37,449-3-4, of which Rs. 5,223-11-6 
was incurred during tho year ending 30th September 1891, Deducting 
Hs. 5,025-10-0 realised on account of process fees, &c., tho not cost stands at 
Rs. 32,423-9-4, or annas 13-85 amount Rs. 18,921-12-8 falls 

to the .share of the Rajah, and Rs. 13,501-12-8 to that of the tenants (inclusive 
of holders of rent-free lands). 


In Dacca five petty private estates were under survey and settlement under 
„ . . ... the Tenancy Act dirring the year under report, com- 

* prising an area ot 4,642 acres in 32 vilJages, Of 

this area, 1,3-48 acres had been measured up to the end of March 1891, and 

3.800 acres more were measured up to the end of 
• Taraf Darkauiia, No. 6-tG. March 1892. In OHO estate* the records have been 


t Kaj Naraiii Sen. 

§ Kstato No. 107, par^ana 
Naruiliihpnr. 

K^tate ^o. 1580, taluk Kambal- 
lab Rny. 


t Bnndiiban Chandra Ridha finally published ; and in anotberf the draft records 
KisboieSoa. published. The measurement of an- 

X Raj Naraiii Sen. othor^ estate has been completed and tested, and 

§ KKtato No. 107, pargana measurement of the remaining two§ is in pro- 
Naruiiahpnr. grcss. The work is being done by the district 

lab iLj! K»“i>al- gtaff. Tho total cost of the completed proceedings 

in the case of estate taraf Baikauda, which has an 
area of 093 acres only, is shown as Rs. 667-2-8 for survey and Rs. 398-8-9 for 
settlement, or over Re. 1-8 pel* acre. 

Tho settlement of Paboi, which has an area of 1,294 acres only, has been 

™ '“de'tekeii on ft. 
petition of the zammdar. The records were finally 
published in 1889, and a final report was submitted to the Collector by the 
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Sttbdivisional Officer of Netrakona in that year, but it was found to contain 
mistakes, in the correction of which nearly three years were spent. The 
raiyats ultimately refused to take copies of the khatians. The new rental fixed 
was Ks. d,378>74, against a former rental of Rs. 1,800 as stated by the zamin* 
dars, and some of the raiyats are still contesting the enhancements in the 
High Court. 

The settlement of Sonai, which has an area of 2,002 acre.s, has been 
„ „ . . pending from 1887. It also was undertaken on 

istate onaiin ymensingi, petition of the zamiudars. The final records 

were published in March 1890; but it is stated that neither zamindars nor 
tenants have taken copies of the khatians. It appears that the Settlement 
Officer accepted “ lump jamas” for each holding as stated by the tenants, and 
fixed the whole rental at its. 1,211-13-9. In the case of this estate appeals 
against the settlement are still pending before the Special Judge and the High 
Court. 

The survey and settlement of 18 private estates (permanently settled) in 

this district, which began in the cold weather of 
ontUal Parganas, lySS-ttO, Were practically Completed within the year 

ending 31st March 1892. The total area of these estates is 443,756 acres, or 
about 693 square miles, and they include 1,432 villages. Of this area, 204,658 
acres are cultivated. J3y the Slst March 1891 the whole area had been 
measured. In April 1891 rules for fixing rents were drawn up, and instructions 
w’ere issued to the Settlement Officer by Government. During the recess of 

1891 the kbasras of the last season’s work were checked, calculations of rent 
were revised, and fair khatians were written out. In August the work of 
explaining the khatians to the villagers began. Down to the end of September 
draft khatians for 574 villages had been published. This work was completed 
by December 1891. 

The final publication of the records was completed by 15tli February 1892. 
The interchange of pattus and kabuliyats was the principal work remaining 
to be done at the end of the year. On the 15th July the Deputy Commissioner 
reported that pattas had been issued and kabuliyats executed in all but 177 
villages in tuppah Barkope, where the headmen, at the in.stigation of the four* 
anna sharer of the estate, refused the pattas offered to them. This sharer has, 
howpver, recently withdrawn his opposition to the settlement, and it is expected 
that there will now be no difficulty in getting the village headmen to take the 
pattas and to execute kabuliyats. 

The whole cost of the survey and settlement down to the end of March 

1892 has been lls. 1,45,572, or a little more than 5 annas an acre for the whole 
Of this sum Rs. 45,118 were spent in the year ending 31st March 1892. 


area. 


The following statement shows the financial results of the petty settlement 

operations conducted by the ordinary district staff 
ettjsei emen*. during tbo year, in comparison with the year 

1890-91 


TaAB. 

Okioiital 

BKTTLIfMEHTH. 

Bbskttlementb. 

• 

BiiMMABY BBTTI.BMElfT8. 

Sbttlbmkhts fob 
niapoBAL. 

No. 

Net 

revenue. 

No. 

Not 

rovouue. 

1 

Increase. |DpcreaBe. 

No. 

Net. 

retenue. 

• 

1 I 

lDcrca.so. jDecrea8<«. 

i 1 

No. 

Retimat-ed 

revenue. 

1»041 

isn^i 



■ 


Bs. 

96,381 

29/49 


Ul 

101 

Bs. 

% m 

86,799 


He. 

401) 

1.614 

KhI 

Be. 

3,87,057 

9,15,890 


There were concluded in all 791 settlements, but none of them call for 
special mention. Of the 1,428 pending cases, the greatest number was in the 
mstricts of the Dkcca Division and in Jalpaiguri and Muzaffarpur. In the 
Dacca Division almost all tbo settlements refer to char lands in the great rivers. 
Most of the cases pending in Jalpaiguri relate to waste land jots and tea grants. 
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BENGAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


[1891-92. 


Divibjoy. District. 


Name of eMtalo. 


r 


Cutlack ...] 



settlements andor the old IteguJations 


Am BDBVIt*D (CADASTHAIXT) W 8001111 

milks and ackks— 


INuMBER op VaiACBS 

OF WHICH Tfl* 
AlCOliDS HAVK BEEN 

handed over by 

THE SliHVKY TO THE 

|SeitlementOpficee«| 


t'3 

C a 




I'uri 


i I 'fho wbiilo of tbu 
r temporarily- si‘t- 
, i tied oitatfs, ex- 
1 1 clmliiar Khiireb 
uiid liankL 


iJi2.37 


Jlala.sore .,J 


ChittAgonij , 


liajshalii ... 

Burdwun ... 
J’residoncy .„ 


Dacca 


■{ 


ChittafjonK ^ 


Jhittai'ong 


Julpaijfuri 

iiidnaporo . 
Nadia 

Dacca 

Backcrg'inj:© 

Tippera 
Noukliali 1 


Sadar subdiviriou 


and 


ThAnas Oliakiria, 
Tokrmf, and the , 
islands of jMaskljnl| 
and Kntubdia 

OldThAini Kanm 


WoHtcni Dmirs 

Bhcti.i 

Khosiiljiur 

Jow.'ir iloyni;ini,'nl 
L’U'bar estates ... 


MnizurdI and Ifi 
other.H. 

Cliarlwr.ux 
). CJazi 
■1 I'akira 


933 


Total 


97 


50 


jots. 


13,054 


2,239 

S(|. iiiilas 
or l,4.32.9t;0 
acres litidnd- 
iug rcvii-ion 
an-a). 
1,021 

ftp miles or 

653,146 

aerea. 
1,682 
milos or 

1,076,480 

acres. 


1,.^.96 

fsq. miles or 
l,(r21,410 
actc.H. 


650 
sq. milcM or 
•116,000 
acro'j. 

24/5 ■<) 

sq. miles or 
157,401 
acres. 


771 i9 
bq. miles or 
403,753 
acres. 


■ 

>Profo8aioiiaI 


Ditto 


C,69.S 

125 

1,199 

C2,0r>3 

• 

3,301 

5,170 

7,255 

2,74aS 


5.340,383 
acres or 

rnilos, 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Non*profe.s.sioniil 

•4 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto and 
partly profes- 
sional. 


Non-profoasionaJ 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


t 


636 

Kq. miles or 

407,040 

iwjres. 


610 

H(|. mile-? or 
32t5,288 
acres. 


245'!) 

sq, miles or 
157,401 

acres, 


1,276 

«q. miles or 
816,640 
acres. 


540 

sq. miles or 
3‘]5,600 acres 

pIlKS 

202 «q. milos 
or 15/9,280 
acres 

of tO|)oj.fr(iphy. 


«q. miles or 
3,843 
acres. 


706-72 I 64-77 
aq miles or | sq, milos or 
41,4.^280 


452,3' 10 -80 

acre.s. 

6,698 

acres. 

53 

aercs, 


1,199 

acres. 

60,831 

iicrc.s. 


651 

acres, 

6,176 

acres, 

4,410 

acres. 

903 

acres. 


1,412,951 

acres or 
2,208 sq. 
miles. 


acres. 


158 

acres, 


0,409 

acres. 


11,898 

acres. 


2.845 
acre-s. 

1.845 
acros. 


1,233,751 
acros or 
1,928 sij, 
miles + 129,280| 
acres or 
202 sq. miles 
of topoffm- 


1,912 
sq. milos or 
1,223,680 
acres. 


1,050 
sq. miles or 
671,888 acres 
plus 
202 Hq. miles 
or 129,280 
am*.s, 


sq, miles or 
3,843 
acros. 

245-9 

sq. miles or 
157,401 
acros. 


771-49 
sq. milos or 
493,7r>3-60 

acre.s. 


acres. 

211 

acres. 


1,199 

acres. 

60,300 

acros, 


12,549 

• acres. 
5,176 
acres. 
7.255 
aim 
2,748 , 
acres. 


fH 

rH 

CO 

.oSS 


10 


2,648,702 

acres or 
4,136 sq. miles 
plus 129,280 
acres or 202 
sq. miles of 
topoffrapbi- 


560 


1,137 


74 


377 


50 

4,303 

23 

10 

17 

6 

1 


5,043 


phical survey, cal survey. 
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ukiH under Survey and Setthmid during Me year ending 31s< March 1892. 


lire not inolj^d^ In this statomont. 



c 4 
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0 ) 

t 

Ul 

u 

iJ 

Division. 

DNtrict. 

Naniti uf Uiflato. 

1 

1 

c 

3 

bo 

3J 

!.^ 

0 fl 

• 


1 

1 

^ C 

J V 

c 

c « 

51 





1 

‘2 

1 ! 

4 

Bunlw.'iii . ^ 

rrcsidoncy ... 

JJiirdwan (seat- ' 
lereil oytiile.s) j 
llankiira (tun- ; 

zis 1, '1, and 
BirMiurii (lliikn- 
mapnr, I'aneli- 
ben.i, ami 

(.’iiaiWnilLtl). 
Midnapnn' (Bn- 
jaimiMiii), 1 

Ifnot/lily ... 1 

Nadia 

r 

1 

'llurdwan Kuj klm.s luahAls.,.^ 

) 

Talipulifld 

6110 

4 

un- 

known. 

113 

Dacca 

1 

Dacca ..A 




1 

D.'ikliiti ShahliAzpiir 

37 

Chittagong ... 

Tijijiora 

Serail 


Bliigdlpur 1 

l<}i!iL"!il|mr ...“I 
Muiighyr ... ( 
I'tiniea .. i 

Malda .. ) 

Srinagar-Ikinaih 

680 


1 

Kiijaijg 

461 

Orisai 

(’uttaek • j 




[ 

1 

Kiinika 

032 



Total 



Statement thmwg the Warie' Eitatee under Surtey and 


Those Bottloments oro under the Tenonoy Act of 1885 

/ * 




a 

0 

« 


ti 

3 


9 

i 

i 

1 

2.. 

»'» 

o 

K 

c 

bo 

uli 

(9 

2 

CS 

s’g 

31 

10 o 

rs 

1.1 

u'o 
^ ft 

U. 

% a 

‘i! « 

w 

X ® 

r. 

6 

286,041 

1 

aiTcs for 


caduM- 

f 

tral 

j survey, 

►I'rofoR'ional ... ! 

416,000 

I 

1 nor«.s fur 


t^traverao. 


60,160 

Noil-professional 

ucrea 


or 04 


wi* miles. 


86,272 

Partly profes- 

aoroH 

sional and parti V 

or 135 

iiou-professiona]. 

miles. 


I«0,fi64 

Profussionul 

acres ‘ 


or 282 


•i<l. miles. 


M47,662 

Ditto and 

acres 

non-professional 

or 

ot df sq. miles. 

sq. miles. 


146,856 

Professional 

acro.s 


or 220 


mile'*. 


282,240 

Ditto 

aeros 


or 411 


sq. miles. 


1,489,805 


acres 


or 2,328 


Hi[. miks., 




. 


Number ov viluues 




OF WHICH THK 

Abka surveyed (caimstrally) 

RKCORDS HAVE BEEN 
handed OVER BY THE 

IN HQTJAUK MILKS AND ACRES- 

BURLEY TO THE 




Bkttleuent 




Officer— 

X 

u 

1 

i 

X 

S 

hi 

a 

-M 

! 

>1 

In 

» 

iH 

09 

H 

£ 

1 

M 

^1 

CL» 

.S'o 

3 

3 

0 


'S'S 


O 

H 


7 

8 

9 

10 

11 




r 62 



6,376 

1 


... 

... 


acre.'^ 


300 srp 

DO 

•1. 

380 sq. 

c.nclnstral 


miloR 



mile.H or 

plus 


^ or 



2-13,272 , 

20.5 sq. 


249,648 



acres, 1 

miles <jf 


acres. 

66 

... 


travenso. 






3,796 

3,796 

L ••• 

9 


acres. 

ueroH. 



79,718 

154 

79,872 

10 

28 

acres. 

acres. 

acres. 

‘ 


180,664 

j 

180,664 

216 

83 

aiTo-s 


acres 



or 282 


or 282 

' 


sq. miles. 


si(. miles. 



447,662 


447,662 

080 


acres. 


acres. 



146,856 


146,866 

461 


aoi es 


acres 



or 229 


or 229 



sq, miles. 
177,920 


sq. miles. 




177,920 

517 

17 

({cro.s 


acres 


or 278 


or 278 



s({. miles. 


S(|. miles. 



1,270,092 

10,326 

1,286,418 

2,102 

137 

acres 

acros 

acres 


or 1,994 

or 16 

or 2,010 



sq. miles, 

sq. miles. 

sq. miles. 




. Statement showing the Private Estates under Survey and Settlement under 


N, Bumo Bcttiuruents of small oatatos sanctioned by CommisBio&on of 


1 

i 




Acres. 


Acres. 

Acres. 

Acros. 


f Hankiim 

Lot Syamda-fpur ... 

1 

81 

Non profcHsional... 


82 

82 


' 

IjirOlmm 

Mull.-irpnr 

4.5 

2:1,321 

Ditto 

23,530 


2D.530 

44 


1 

Kc.iiuri 

41 

5,120 

Ditto 

6,120 


5,120 

41 

1 


Chaiigra Oliak 

1 

594 

* Ditto 

65 

529 

594 


1 

1 

Nim.'ik M'llnil 

8 

4,105 

Ditto 

2,5.53 

l,55ti 

4,106 


Midnupoie 

Snkaid'i Kalaganda , 

1 

1.58 

Ditto 


'158 

158 




Maguvi 

0 

1,H«4 

Ditto' 


1,884 

1,884 



J 1 Ik'iiiinjilsia 

1 

322 

Ditto 


822 

322 

... 


1 

ilel.iharia 

6 

822 

Ditto 

822 


822 

6 

Itajshahi .. 

Iviijsih.'ilii 

Dnbalhati 

211 

41,794 

Ditto ... 

41,794 

... 

41,794 

195 


Dacca 

Five petty estates 

32 

4,642 

Ditto 

1,848 

2,806 

4,154 

7 


Mymeiisiugh ... 

^evon ditto 

10 

5,768 

Ditto 

4,8.J 

314 

6,171 


Chittagong... 

Tipjiera 

Alnkdi'i Dnrgapur 

. 7 

1,284 

Ditto 

1,264 


1,264 

7 

BliA-ralpur , . 

Suiithal Par- 

Boiithal Pargaiios 

1,432 

403, 482* 

Ditto 

468,482 

... 

468,432« 




Total ... 

1,801 

.663,307 


544,785 

7,647 

552,432 

300 





or 8tl4*6 


or 851 

or J2 

or 868 






sq. miles. 


sq. miles. 

sq. miles. 

i 

sq. miles. 



Aofe.— The totals in columns 12 to 17 arc eiclusivo of tho figures given here for tho Sonthal Porganaa ; oad the Hidnapore, 
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» 


Settkamt during the year ending 31«i March 1892. 

except in the oaM) of the Ku jang and Kanika cBtateR. 

• s 


Total cobt— 


Up to ')ht March 
1891. 


12 


Rs. 


1,13 351 


27,839 

90,329 

1,20,528 

50,035 

65,817 


Rs. 

13,481 

10,279 

5,962 

8,356 

1,85,203 

10,776 

6,971 


4,68,499 , 2,46,028 


During tbo year 
under report. 


Ik 

31,187 

3,051 

11,693 

9,10. 


68 ] 


ToUl. 


I 

m 


15 


Rs. 

■ 2,136 
5,286 

9.179 

3,326 

. 6,774 
9,651 


11,067 

5,325 


55,735 j 52, 711 


Rs. 

^1,41,641 

3,054 

39,529 

99,436 

1,20,528 

50,618 

66,498 




17 


Ik 

2,136 

18,767 

19,458 


^ 3i326 


12,730 

18,007 

1,85,203 

26,843 

]2,29«1 


5,24,234 2,98,772 


Rate per acre. 


Lvckrabe ok 

RANT— 


Survey. 

Settlement. 

18 

19 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A P. 

... 

0 3 2 

... 

I.. 

... 

1 2 0 

0 ‘6 ]0 

... 

0 7 4 

0 2 4 

0 8 9 

0 2 2 

... 

0 ,6 8 

0 6 0 

0 2 a 


Ik 

131 

2,195 


d 

.2 

is 

a 

tj 

a 

i 


21 


Ik 


Not 

known. 


SOI 

35,801 

23,637 
18,494 ; 


20,000 


81,119 


12,000 


32,000 


Traverao 

Cadastral 


Revarkb. 


22 


R.*!. 

1,464 

1,-590 

3,054 


* Of this area 7,6.54 acron were excluded from 
Bettloinont. 


the Tenancy Act of 1885 during the year ending March 1892. 

Divieiona under section 103 of tbo Tenancy Act are not included in tbia statomont. 


Bs. 

Ks. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Rfl. 

Bs. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A, P. 


Rs. 




101 


101 


1 3 8 





7,125 

‘2,191 

... 

7,169 

7,125 

0,360 

0 4 10 

0 *6 4 

887 

iiu3 


8,146 

2,940 

... 

325 

3,146 

3, 271* 

0 9 10 

0 10 2 

2,693 





52 

126 

52 

126 

4 1 I> 

0 3 5 




104 

69 

492 

• 6H3 

596 

652 

0 2 3 

0 2 6 






21 

93 

21 

93 

0 2 1 

0 9 4 

2 



215 


235 

333 

4.50 

333 

0 3 10 

0 2 10 

6 





40 

82 

40 

82 

0 2 0 

0 4 1 




.. 

41 

112 

218 

112 

259 

0 2 2 

0 5 0 

83 

... 


9,316 

29,133 


••• 

9,316 

28,133 

0 3 7 

0 10 9 

18,167 



782 

429 

•f* 


782 

429 



118 

i"mi 1 


1,525 1 

1,200 

08 

■”259 

1,588 

1,459 

1 

... 

... 



857 i 

45 


486 

657 

531 

0 10 10 

0 6 7 

,1,099 




i 1 






.... _ .j 




' l,(l0i«0 

45,116 

1,45 

,572 

0 1 

1 0 

67,101 

... 

• 

23,070 

35,054 

1,116 

Wi 

24,186 

44,7i*i 

t.l 


90,159 

3,764 



Of ibis area 250,198 acres are uncultivated. 


Dacca, Myrnensingb, and Tippera figures do not api^ear to include a proportionate share of the Settlement Offloer's pay. 


> 



BENGAL ADMINISTEATION EEPOKT. 


[1891>92. 


Statement ahotdng progrm made in femj>orarily-aettUd traeta and Government Eatatea 


Name of 05itAte. 


Total mimbor 
of villages. 


K('MHRR of VtLLAGKB 
IN WHICH VKf ' Oia ) OF 
BIGHTS HAM BKEN 
OOMFLKTEH — 


tit A 1 

ruu— 

number of 

— raijats in 

Duriiiir viJlaKofl 

the your »» 4. 


fjl^itliiok ... 
Oris.M.i ...< I Piiri 

C Bjtlusoro 


Chiiiagont; ... Chitlagoni.' 


Raj'^lmlii 


Jalpaigiiri 


Burdwaii ... Midnaporc 
rroddtaiuy ... Nadia 
f Dacca 


^ I Backorgungo 


f j TiiJi)cr.i 

( ' Noakhuli 


! The wliolo division 
j SaUar subdivision 


ThAnflt C’hiikiria, Tcknaf, otc. I 
Old TL/Lua Kauiu ... ... | 


Western Dimra ... 

... ! Bhotia 

... Kliosal]>oro 

... do Will* Joyniangal 
' Joynagar ... No. r>‘d8r> 

LiimrKipatn „ fililD 

Lariichi Kor.timura ,, 0384 

Kristopcrsli/id ... „ .0257 

Bhusun LapLa Ma- ,, 

datumro. 

0256 

incUuling Diioirab • 

nud I’rieo. 

baksiui 5243 

Kttrnlmara ,, 5250 

Madhupupu „ 0215 

(lOnosbpGru ... ,, 5221 i 

Uilmoliaii ... ... „ 5245 

Bairagwi „ 6216 

fiord llurdinge ... ,, 2589 

Kuli :. ... 0262 

Fasson 6131 

„ 4748 

Drummond „ .OdOO 

iSurpluH accretion to Padina 

Manda. ! 

IWma Na 6231 

Sbamlmpura ... ,, ,022.5 

Ooiakpura „ 0226 

K.daoiuuid „ 5200 

Sitnnim ,, 5196 

(Jhnndrail ... „ 6277 

MaiKurdi and 15 otlicrs 

{ t'b:irl’ctrBii.s 



,, Fakira I 


831 Not known ' 


0,601 jots 


Th« rooordd of no 
village have AM yet 
been bnally pulv 
]i^«tlud os u whole. 


2,742 jots, 
219 khus 


600,000 08- 
tiniatcd 
khutians of 
all kinds. 
56,000 do. 
15,416 kha- 
tiana of 
all kinds. 


1,034,043 


Siotimfiii f^hmvwg 2»^'0(jr(M made in Wank^ Edatea in record of rights 


(' ; Rimhvan (scattered '\ f 

i c•^t.lturt). * 

• 

r.:'.nknra (laiizis 1, 

2, and 3). 

Burdviaii IJirbbiira (Ilukuma* ^Bunlwan Ikij klias mabils ... 600 -t- unknown < 

j)ur, I’anihbcna, ► 

aii'l ( ’liandiiibat). 

Miduaporc (yujainu- 
tba). 

1 1 lioogbly 

rrcHidoricy ... | Nadia J ^ 

i\ i !>„, , Talipabad ... ... 113 

Dulu) ... iDacen i Uakbiu HhtthbAzi»ur ... 


22 

out of a 
total of 02. 


Cbittagtiiig .. ! 'nppora 

/ I BbAg.slpur In 

Biifenlimr ... < I V Srioaeiit'.IlMUiili 

liMaUft :;;i) 


.. Hcrail 


- 


S(f,‘4t3 
86,000 < 
(ostimatod). 
84.166 

60,966 
cxolusire of 
under^ 
raiyats. 

36.104 

32,000 


Total 


2,871 


1.137 


675 


1891.0a.] 
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BENGAL ADMINISTRATION BEFORT. 


[ 1891 !> 9 . 


ataiement showing progress made in Private Estates in record of rights 


Diviaios. 

District. 

j 

1 

Name of r.state ! 

! 

• 

Total .number 
of viJhi^'OM. 

• 

i 

N HMIlKll OP VILLAOKft 
IN WJUUH RKOUMD OF 
muHTH HAS TIKBN 
OOMPLKTED— 

lip to 

31»t March 

18«1. “"‘’“r 

report. 

Total 
number of 
ruiynte iu 
the villages 
in column 4* 

1 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

r 

Dunkura 

Lot Syiundiwpur 

1 



96 , 

1 

( 

! Kosiuri .. 

41 

41 


2,463 


1 

' (-hunj.'ri CImk 

1 ! 


i 

2117 


1 

' Nirnak MnbAl . 

8 


8 

1,607 

Uurdwaii ... « 

Midn.'iporo 

; Srikanta Kalagfanda 

1 


I 

76 


1 

! Mu^uri 

5 

«ti 

2 

868 


1 

I Uciu^^alria 

1 


1 

117 



Lcl.a\'ariii 

6 


6 

335 

[ 

Birblima 

j Mdllai’jiur . 

Ab 

41 

4 

3,997 

ilajnhuhi 

Jlnishalii 

1 

211 

195 

♦t- 

8,497 

C 

Diuca 

1 Live potty ealatcs 

32 

7 


m 

Dacca ... ^ 


1 




in 7 villagcH. 

t 

Mynicnrintfh 

Seven ditto 

10 


4 

638 

( liitlnRonj; ... 

'lijijicra 

AUikdiu Durjjapur 

7 

7 


361 


Soiithal Tarpaiias ... 

Kij/btoeii estates 

1,432 

1,432 


'^ 7,365 







8,941 







Hub-raiyatH, 



Total Private K.<-'tales 

1801 

1,723 

j 27 

66,097 
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and settlement of rents during the year ending 31j< March 1893. 


Noiibbb of raitats whobe rents 

HAD BREN liBCORDEU AND 

STATUS OETEHMINKD— 

Total rental of tenants whose bents 

HAVE BEEN SETTLED- 

Up to 31*t 
Itfiurch 
1891. 

Piirinj? tlio 
year under 
repurb. 

Total of 
coluinn!^ 8 
and 9. 

Accordinp; 

t<^ now 
settlement. 

Accordin*? 
t/) previoiiH 

j.-uiiMbaiidi. 

• 

lncrea.se. 

Dccroaso. 

8 

‘ 9 

• 10 

1) 

12 

13 

14 




Bs. A, 

Ks. A. 

Rfl. 

Us. A. 

2,454 

3,008 

8,497 

416 

■ ‘ 9 

239 

1,507 

76 

438 

117 

385 

991 

: 

2,463 

237 

1,507 

76 

438 

117 

335 

3,997 

8,497 

509 

0 

2,458 0 
11,167 0 
795 0 
4,721 0 
1,685 9 
1,002 0 
2.3,576 0 
86,295 0 
1,202 0 

5,705 0 
2/)M 0 
12,687 0 
793 0 
4,715 0 
1,685 15 
9)9 0 
22,689 0 
68,128 0 
1,081 0 

2‘C93 

2 

6 

‘”83 

887 

18,190 

118 

"os 0 
1,520 0 

”0 6 

‘32 0 

436 

SGI 

46,308 

184 

610 

361 

46,306 

4,754 0 
4.295 0 
2,27;iW 0 

3,103 0 
3,196 0 
1,60,083 0 

1,651 
1,099 i 
67,104 

... 

^ 81,474 

8,988 

65,462 

3,77,540 9 

2,87,343 15 

'91,842 1 

1,645 6 


Rkuiriu. 
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6o(jcniiircut 


Tni-: followinfj table shows the results of collections in (1) Government 
estates leased to farmers, and (2) Government estates held direct, for the two 
years 189U-91 and 1891-92: — 


VuAlt'i. 


(1) Govcvnmout os(a(e^ loasoii to farmers. ^ 

(2) Ditto held dircet ... ^ 


Porcentago 
of current 
collections 
on current 
dcinmid. 

Pcrccntnjyo 
of arroiir 
collections 
on an ear 
demand. 

Percentage 
of total 
colleciioua 
ou total 
demand. 

8000 

77-36 

79-97 

81-97 

8270 

82-13 


76-19 

8:l*()2 

9047 

73 08 

87*91) 


The standard of collections laid down by* Government for (1) is 95 per 
cent., and for (2) 90 per cent. There wa§ ati improvement, as compared with 
the year 1800-91, in both these cla8.sos. In 14 districts the standard of 90 per 
cent, for ciu'ront colleotions was reached umler class (2). Excluding the Angul 
estate in Orissa, there were altogether 2,280 estates held direct by Government, 
of which 1,988 were Government estates, and 298 private estates managed by 
Government for various reasons. 

The following statement shows the numbers of these estates, the demands, 
cost of mauagemeat, and total eolloctions during the year in the different 
divisions : — 



Clo' MJA HFN r 

1 

PP'^ \TK r:.'« TATES. 1 

Tota h. 




Peroent* 


i‘,s I \ 1 KS. 


1 



Cnsl of 

Pnrrriitagf 
uC I’Oht on 
ciirreiit 
demand. 

Current. 

Ug(' uf 
current 
col loot ions 
on onrroni 
demand. 


1 

XuitlluT. 1 

1 

Curnnit 

ilciriiind. 

1 

Nmnlu-T. j 

1 

CiiiTont 1 
(li inand. i 
1 

Niiwlirr, 

Curront 

cli-iiiaiid. 

numugi'- 

ment. 

collec- 

tiuni. 

] 

o 1 


4 j 

5 1 

G 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 



Rs. 


Rh, 

m 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Rd. 


Knrilwim 

m 

t5;i.r,in 

5 

2,2H,S07 

407 

2,87.501 

23,121 

8 

1.88,083 

66*1 

PivMih'firy 

211 

3.29.2 ^'i 

S-t 

13,475 

205 

3, 12.720 

14.411 

A‘3 

8,06,729 

89-8 

Riijsliuiri 

197 

4,5ri,7'.'0 

:w 

lO.HsO 

1,23,'K15 

140 

4,07.1111 

28,55« 

«•! 

4,82.892 

92*6 

Diiom ... 

r.(U 

:i.7:v;o*3 

llA 

679 

4.!>5,7«'.H 

37.004 

7-fi 

4.60,656 

92*1 


207 


2« 

12,55« 

233 

5.78,7.S4 

CiO 319 

10*4 

6,29,123 

91*7 

Patna 

101 

2 ,i:i.riio 

47 

»4,2SH 

2n» 

2.V7,79S 

20,348 

8*2 

1,89.S31 

7d’6 

lUiAgalpur 

1 122 

:'.7o.si7 

0 

12,208 

128 

2.H8,0S.'S 

2r..03l 

9 

2,44,593 

80*4 

Oris'^a 

1 -iS 

3,38,;>oti 


73,273 

33 

4,11, ,'>79 

15,883 

3-8 

3,84,561 

93*4 

Cliota Nagpur. 

! ISO 

7 i.tis’i 

1 1 

17,733 

ISl 

92, H 6 

2.310 

2*5 

00,526 

97*6 

Total 

I 1,982 


298 ^ 

5,20,123 

2,280 

1 32,04,701 

2,28,191 

7*1 

27,98,693 

"otT" 


In the Rajshahi, Dacca, Chittagong, Orissa, and Chota Nagpur Divisions 
the percentage of current collections on the current demand exceeded 90 per 
cent., the recognised standard. The worst results in the whole Province were 
shown by the Burdwan Division, owing to tho very bad collections in the 
Midnapore district. 

In six districts the percentage of the cost of management on the current 
demand was over 10 per cent. 

In Chittagong there are an enormous number of petty estates grouped 
together in five tahsils, each uhder a separate tahsildar, the current demand of 
the whole being nearly four lakhs of rupees. In Jalpaiguri there are five 
recorded estates, which include the three tahsildaris of the Duars with a great 
number of petty “ jotes ” which were under settlement, and in Darjeeling 
there are several large tracts of country managed by Government which are 
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shown as'one estate.^ It must be borne in mind that the word ** estates ” when 
used in this connection has very different meanings in different districts. 

Two distinct funds have been provided for the management, in.<provement, 
and protection of estates under the management of Government. These are — 

1.— A fund of 12 per cent, deducted from the collections from the 
following classes of estates: — 

(o) Government estates of all descriptions, whether held khas or 
farmed. 

(J) Private estates managed direct by Government or let on farming 
lease. 

Of the 12 per cent, set aside under the orders of the Government of India, 

1 per cent, is devoted to purposes of education, 1 1 per cent, to communications, 
and 2 per cent, to exclusively sanitary improvements. The remaining per 
cent, on the collections is intended for the management proper and iniscclliine- 
ous improvements in the estates. The rule is that only works of improvement 
which will benefit the estates, but cannot be expected to yield a direct return 
to Government as proprietor, should bo charged against this fund. 

II. — A separate fund, known as the Agricultural Public Works Grant, 
of which the amount is sanctioned yearly by Government on 
the estimates of the local officers submitted through the Board 
of Revenue. This grant is intended for such works as irri* 
gation, drainage, or embankments, necessary for tlio increase 
or maintenance of the land revenue from Goverumont or 
temporarily-settled estates. 

The total fund of 12 per cent, on the collections amounted to Rs. 69,G24 
in the case of temporarily -settled -estates and Rs. 3,81,908 in the case of 
estates held direct by Government, or in all Rs. 4,51,622, from which bad to 
be excluded the sums of Rs. 2,862 and list 80 deducted in Tippera from 
the collection from estates settled “for a period with the proprietor. This 
•reduced the total 12 per cent, fund to Rs. 4,48,680, of whicli one-sixth, or 
Rs. 74,780, had to be devoted to strictly sanitary improvements. An expendi- 
ture of Rs. 99,529, however, was incurred in the different divisions chargeable 
to this grant, as shown below : — 


^ Division. 



Amount exbknded 

— 


In digging 
tanks 
and sink- 
ing wolls. 

In drain- 
age and 
irrigation. 

In plant- 
ing trees, 

1 

In drains 
and 

embank- 

incnt-s. 

In sundry 
works. 

Total. 

1 

8 

S- 

4 

5 

C 

7 


Rs. 

Bs. 

lis. 

Ks. 

.R». 

Ps, 

Burdwan ... 

1,684 

• tv 

f V« 

1,004 

1,322 

4,010 

Presidency 

6,408 

• vv 

... 

400 

4,426 

11.234 

Bajshalii ... 

721 

• •• 

112 

... 

8.297 

9,130 

Dacca ... ••• 

7,888 


M. 

2,:i49 

6,667 

16,789 

Chittagong 

12,680 

400 

100 

t ... 

3.468 

16,548 

Patna ■«. 

2,438 

2,445 

186 

14,028 

1,426 

21,42:1 

Bb&galpiir ... 

816 

... 

• •• 

. .. 

1.000 

1.815 

Orissa 

3,068 

200 

• •V 

00 

9,681 

13,829 

Chota 

648 

• 2,9a6 

• •• 

... 

1,267 

4,751 

Total 

36,936 

6,981 

898 

18,771 

37,444 

99,629 


In addition to the above sums Rs. 7,906 out of the Darjeeling Improve- 
ment Fund were expended on the clearance of jungle and drains, the improve- 
ment of markotsfthe planting of trees, and the maintenance of roads, dispensaries 
and primary schools in Darjeeling. In Jalpaiguri out of Rs. 4,998 sanctioned 
by Cmvemmentfromthe KheddaFundfor sinking 21 wells, Rs. 3,496 wore spent 
in sinking 15 Bani^ani pipe wells experimentally. A sum of Rs. 30,000 
expended on miscellaneous improvements in tuo Orphangauj market at 
Kldderpore in the 24-Parganas. 
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The amount placed by Government at the Board’s disposal for the manage- 
ment and improvement grant proper (i«., the 7^ per cent.) was Rs. 2,83,488, 
but something in excess of this amount was actually spent. The managers 
of the Government estates are required to draw up programmes of useful works, 
which should be sanctioned by the Collectors and Commissioners, and should 
be executed out of these Improvement Funds whenever money is available. 

The per cent, grant for communications is everywhere amalgamated 
with the General District Road Fund, and the Collectors are required to see 
generally that the Government estates receive a full degree of attention from 
the District Boards. 


The Agricultural Public Works Grant placed during the year at the Board’s 
di8po.«ial amounted to Rs. 88,000, but besides this a special grant of Rs. 13,068 
was separately sanctioned for giltindazi work in the Gaya district. Out of the 
total grant of Rs. 1,01,068 thus made up, something over Rs 76,141 was spent. 

In Noakhali the cultivation of wheat as an experiment was tried in three 


Cultivation of new staples. 


localities; it proved a failure in two of them, but 
is said to have been succc.ssful in tho third. Buxar 


wheat was tried in Murshidabad. but tho result was not satisfactory. Potatoes, 
wheat, linseed, and maize were distributed among tho cultivators in tne Duars, as 
also among the Sonthals of the new colony at Mahakalguri Potatoes did well, 
but as the season was a dry one, tho cultivation of wheat, &c., was unsuccoss- 
fnl. In Kliuli\a potatoc.s, some English vegetables, and some iniproved varie- 
ties of sugarcane were grown in ^lio jail garden. The cultivation of sugarcane 
was generally successful in tho Naw’ddah subdivision. Hill potatoes w'ere sown 
in two places in the Sasaram subdivision of Shehabad; in one place the outturn 
was very bad, owing to protracted drought, in tho other it was moderately 
good. Bonemeal manure, which was given a trial in the di.strict of Hooglily, 
proved a failure when apidied to potatoes, while fair success wa.s obtained in 
the case of sugurcane At Arralrlucerue was cidtivatod with sncces.s. i 


Tho various descriptions of ploughs invented of late do not seem to 

succeed, proving cither too heavy for country bul- 
Affrin.liurnj improvomciits, uii- qj. „„ country iiloughs. The 

only agiicultural maclune that bus received general 
approval i.s tho oane-ci'u.shing mill. In Shahabiid Jlc.^srs. Burrows, Thomson, 
and Myine of Bihia liavo introduced some hnjiortant improvements in their 
doublo'.squcezo sugarcane mills, which render them still more effective than 
before. An agiii’ultural exhibition w'as held in Khulna, as in preceding years; 
some Sibpur ploughs, a butter-making maclune, and otlior agricultural apparatus 
were exhibited, and tlu! process of working tlicm was explained by one of 
tbo A.-isistant.s to tbo Director of Land Records. 


Primary sebool.s are maintained on Government estates in most districts, 

the largest expenditure being reported from 
LiluciUion. Darjeeling (Its. 6,169), Chittagong (Ks. 4,888), 

Jalpaiguri (Ks. 3,83.^), tbo ^l-Parganas (Rs. 3,107), Noakhali (Us. 1,197), and 
Tippera(Us. 1,183). 

The usual grant of one and-a-lialf per cent, on the collections from Goveim- 

inent c.state.s wa.s made over to tho credit of the 
Road, ami common, enUona. Koad Fund, for iho benefit of Communica- 

tions lying within those estates. Expenditure on this account is reported from 
many districts, the largest being in Jalpaiguri (Us. 69,913). Besides this sum, 
Rs 3,861 were oxpondetl from tho Duars Improvemeut Fund for the construc- 
tion of certain new roads in (hat district. In Darjeeling som6 important 
village roads were repaired at a cost of Us, 5,482 from tho District Road Fund 
and Us. 2,015 from the Darjeeling Improvement Fund. Rupees 7,479 were 
expended by the Distric.t Board on llio construction and repairs of roads in 
’rippera, Rs. 2,150 in Gaya, and Hs. 3,308 in Backergunge, in addition to a 
sum of Rs. 2,206 spent on tho repairs of certain roads passing partly through 
Government and partly througli private estates. Tho works Ixecuted in other 
districts call for no special mention. No expenditure was incurred by the 
District Board.s of Jossore, Malda, and the 24-Farganu8. 

Tho tahsil registers and accounts were inspected, and raiyats’ receipts 
.... . tested in many districts, in some cases oy Collectors, 

nspcc lono accoun s. SubtJiyjgionai Officers, and in others by 
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Deputy or Sub-Deputy Collectors in charge of klma mahdls. The results of 
the inspections were in general satisfactory. The irregularities s^.t Noakhali 
alluded to in the report for 1890-91 have been the subject of enquiry through- 
out the year, but the matter has not yet been disentangled. It has, however, 
been ascertained that the actual sum embezzled throughout the wholo period 
was comparatively small. In Tippera thero were a few instances in whi(!h 
the tahsildars did not properly maintain the jamabandi register, and effected 
transfers of names of raiyats and separation of accounts without proper 
authority. Some of the tenants in the Diamond Harbour subdii isiou of the 
24-Pargana8 complained against a dismissed gumashta for not giving credit 
for sums paid by them on account of rent, although receipts were duly granted 
by him ; the matter was under enquiry when the year closed. 

There was no fluctuation in tlio material condition of tlio agricultural classes 

as a whole. Speaking generally, the past year 
on ihono raiyats. rainfall, but no Government 

estates are situated in the parts of districts which suffered the most, and no 
actual distress occurred in Government estates. Crops were everywhere below 
average, but the high prices realised for tho surplus compensated to a largo 
extent for the short crop. 
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The number of wards’ estates in charge of the Revenue authorities in- 
creased from Gii to 7o, while that of attached 
]^■vcnuo and rents (ine to cstatt's decTcascd fi’om 70 to 69, the uot incrcose in 

all estates being therefore 5, and the number being 
1 44 against 139. The arrear demand of revenue and cesses due to Government 
at the beginning of the year was Hs. 29,756, and ihe cuiTent demand Ks. 49,01, 160, 
or altogether lis. 49,30,91 0. ( )f this Its. 25,053 aiTcar and Rs. 48,89,355 current 

(including Rs. 5,107 jiaid in advance in 1890-91) were paid and Rs. 3,080 remit- 
ted, leaving a balance of Rs. 12,828. 'I'lio percentage of cuiTcnt payments on 
the current demand was 99‘0. The balance due to Government at tlie close of 
the year, idz., Rs. 12,828, against Rs. 29,750 at the end of 1890-91, shows a 
satisfactory iniprovenumt. 

Of rent and cesses duo to superior landlords, the demands wore — arrear 
Rs. 61,278, current Rs. 3,89,540, or in all Rs. 4,59,824. Of this, Rs. 4,01,237 
were paid (Rs. 3,90,902 in 1891-92 and Rs. 4,335 in 1890-91) and Rs. 4,876 
remitted, leaving a balarico of Rs. 44,711, (*r Rs. 16,507 loss than the balance at 
the end of 1890-91. 

The following siuU'ment shows for the past five years the demands and _ 

collc'ctinns of rout and cesses duo to tho wards’ and 


Kents duo to tlio estates. 


uttachcMl estates under Government management; — 



nOMVM'. j 

(’OM BrriONH. 

Pkkcbntaok op— 



YuAi:. 

j 

Aiicar. 1 CuiTciit. 

1 

1 

Total. 


riirrciit. 

TotuU 

Current 
colhM'hona 
(in current 
ilt'inaiul. 

Total 
collect tons 
on (?urrent 
demnnd 

Ueni’.s- 

bions. 

Ralancoa. 

1 

2 i 3 

i 



c 

7 

8 

1? 

1 JO 

H 

18'>1.92 

IS9.MM 

ISHP'X) 

I SS's-S!) 

1 487 KH 

Us. Us. Us, 

77,67,917 91,53 199 1.69, 29,11 7 

79,8 1 , 132, 9S,29,.-,8s i .Vs. 1 1 .n-jp 
1 ,()S,Ul,24l>. 1 ,9». 1.5. i:i'»'2,98,6l , V WS 
1.12 s!» 02j;i.tt3 i-v,rMr>2,i6,:V’i.r.77 
l.lij,;kj,922j 1,92, Rj, tri9'2,is,s;i 341 
, 1 . , 1 . . 

Us. ! 
:i9,a>,;j6ri 

Us. 

G>,tx4,4.'i8 

1 Rs. 

1 01 ,iH.73fi 

0fl,2!».042 
3,92,21.591 
07.39,3 19 
00.79,939 

f.6-2 

lH)-8 

0« 

l0i)-3 

04 

07*4 

Us. 

12,12,170 

7,57,403 

2-4,02,188 

10,70,426 

2,10,827 

Rb. 

05,60,209 

74,24,535 

8].84,6UI» 

1,08,42,802 

1,16,06,616 


7V.R.— Tiu' rcasdii why the i‘h»-,iiip bah»ri(.-p of (inn y^uiT doos tll^f iigivp with the opouiiig balanofl of tho next isi that tho catatea 
roU'iiNod un* .struck olt fioiu our year and csluti’s newly ttikcii m chargn aio buHighl on ut the ouiiiiiioncemeut of tho next. 


The decrease in the balance from Rs. 74,24,535 in 1890-91 to Rs. 65,69,202 
in tho mst year, «.c., a decrease of Rs. 8,55,333, is satisfactory. On the other 
hand, tno remissions have increased by Rs. 4,54,776, so that tho real improve- 
ment in collection of arreqrs is only Rs. 4,00,557. The percentage of current 
collections on tho current demand for 1891-92 is 66*2, while that of. total collec- 
tions on current demand is 99*8. 

Of tho Rs. 65,69,202 shown as balanco»ut tho end of 1891-92 in column 11 
of the statement given above, Us. 01,38,950 have accrued during *the charge of 
the estates by Government. Of this sum about 48 lakhs are believed to be good 
and recoverable debts. 

Tho balance of debts duo by estates at the close of the year is* shown 
^ _ at Rs. 37 , 05 , 508 , as against Rs. 37 , 16,020 at the end 

e b uo y es a ca. 1890 - 91 , in Spite of tho accrual of debts to the 

extent of Rs. 14 , 24,325 ascertaiiunl and incurred during tho year. Tho reduction 
in the balance is attributed chiefly to four lakhs of rupees repaid by the*^ Deo 
estate in Gaya to the Maharaja of Darbhanga ; but as the four lakhs were 
borrow'od from Government for the purpose, it is presumed that they are included 
also in tho Rs. 5 , 67,774 entered against tho Patna Division as incurred during 
the year. 
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The total charges amounted to Bs. 10,23,634, against Rs. 8,91,547 in 

1890-91. The increase was due to charges on survey 
nagomsn settlement, which, however, are dotii table rather 

to improvements than to management. Owing to the same cause, the rate 
of total charges on the current demand for the IVovince rose from 9’0 to ll'l. 
The management charges proper, j.c., pay, establishment, travelling allowance, 
&c., of managers, amounted to Rs. 7,23,054, as against Rs. 7,36,016 in the 
previous year, but owing to the decrease in the current demand the rate of 
these expenses on that demand rose slightly from 7*4 to 7*8 per cent. 

The following statement show's the total sums spent on improvements of 
ImproTcmonts, Ac. different kinds for tlie last live years : — 




Subscriptions 

Subscriptions 

Maintenance 
in ciiicioui 
condition of 

lin])rovcnient 
of land and 



Ybib. 

and donations 
to schools. 

and donations 
to dispcn.sarics. 

estates, build- 
ini's, and other 
iminovea 1)1(3 
property. 

property anil 
benefit of 
ward. 

Total. 


1 

i ^ 

3 

4 


e 



Es. 

15 s. 

L's. 

lU 

J?a. 

1891-92 

i •« 

61.1&5 

37..V.'8 

1,91,397 

92,864 

3.83,014 

1890.91 


59.211 

32,255 

2,13,178 

58.404 

3.<;3,078 

1889-90 


69,301 

38.732 

2.24,439 

66,930 

3,39,103 

1888-89 

• •• 

68,707 

38,H0 

1,24,698 

68,167 

2,7!).682 

1887-88 

... 

63.933 

• 

34 ,'276 

1,67.099 

43,2-'i9 

2,98.667 

It 

is stated 

that in tho 1 

^Tarhaii estate estimates for Ils. ] 

1 6,000 wore 


sanctioned for the purpose just before the close of the year, but nothing was 
done during the year, the amount shown as spent on improvi'monts in tliis 
estate, with a rent-roll of in^arly two lakhs, being only Rs. 25. Similarly,' 
.the Dakhin Shahbazpur estate, with a rent-roll of Rs. 1,20,000, spent only 
Rs. 25 in improvements, Dhalbhum spent nothing, and Bhawanipur spent only 
Rs. 27,685, against Rs. 55,000 invested. 'I’ho Manager of th*i Chandra Kumar 
estate in the Shahabad district invested Rs. 24,331 in Government securities 
aiid spent nothing on improvements. These are only son\c out of many cases 
where ei^ier nothing at all or else some insignilicant sum has been devoted to 
improving the property of the estate. 

The agriciiltuinl experiments carried on during the year in wards’ and 
attached estates were not everywhere conducted with intelligence in the selec- 
tion of now areas of demonstration and of suitable soils on which to introduce 
the trials. 

Survey and settlement work w'as carried on in sovi>n wards’ estate's under 
„ , w, .. the supci-Vlsion of the Direct*)!' of Jjand Records and 

Surveys on se . emeu s. Agriculture, luid operations on thirteen other estates. 

The work, however, w'as not taken up on a siifficieixJbly active and uniform scale. 
The following statement shows the working of tho certificate procedure 
^ in wards’ and attached estates for tho last five 


Certificates. 


years : — 


S 

' 

31 

Cl 

II 

it 

w- 

1 

w> 

•g 

cs 

B >* 

S'" 

a 

(fi 

h 

s 

jc: 

II 

SAO 

.5 3 

|a 

pn 

5 

6 

1 1 *= “ S *! 

I’Hf'ii. z 

6 3 i 

'H. 

gas 

■5g 

. 

& s 
|ii 

e S.2 

P4 


3 

1 * 1 

5 j 

• ® ! 


8 

9 

10 


13.704 

13,299 

27,003 

17,14« 

• 8.107 
'1<1»3 

1.718 

9.S.V, 

Rs. 

Rs. 

91,53,10(1 

9S,2)».r).SH 

6*1 

4*0 

I Wiltft 

10,976 

32.142 

1K.43H 

1,511 


•KCo.oTo 

23,018 

U*,»»7 

3H.I16 



; 2.24U 

25I,7N7 



0*3 

i 10,l7fl 

«4,»22 

1)5.098 

12,080 

*2l.S7l 

! 1,017 

1 2;m«ih 

«,«3.f»J7 

1 1.03,14,5.56 

H-3 

1 ti,845 

12,413 

19.^03 

9.0H5 

■ 8,;i73 

1,800 . 

1 10,l7b 

a,bb.i>Q8 

1 1,02, 40, 459 

67 


The fact that the disposals were well in excess of the nnmber filed during 
the year is satisfactory ; but ^he number pending over six mouths, though • 
reduced from 12,193 in tho year 1890-91 to 8,107, was still very largo. 
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Of Iho estates having a rent-roll of Rs. 50,000 and upwards, the chief is 

tlio Rnrdwan Raj with a cun*ent demand of over 
Larger c«t.a ea. ^ ^ rupces, tho Tikari and Dighapati^a 

estates witlx a demand of over G lakhs each, and tho Kasimbazar estate with 
a demand of nearly 3-J lakhs. Eight other estates have a current demand of 
between one and two lakhs of nipec.-s. 

In tho Tikari estates managed by Mr. A. Ogilvy, tho collections were 
good fox’ so bad a yoai*, amoxmting to 104*7 per cent, on the current demand. 
Rut tho management chaiges proper, that is, the charges on account of establish- 
ment and travelling allowances, &c., i*oso from Rs. 69,550 to Rs. 81,710, or 
from 9 to 1*2 jicr cent, on tluj (mrront demand. Tho riso is attributed chiefly 
to tho bringing of 33 villages under direct inanageinont, and raises the question 
as to whether direct management pays. It is not stated exactly what establish- 
ment was added for the 33 villages, or what their assets are as compared with 
the previous loas(\s : but it seems possible that it would have been more profit- 
able to let tliom remain under lease. Rupees 37,893 were spent on gihmdazi or 
village irrigation works, being an increase of nearly Rs. 20,000 over the previous 
year; but still tla^ sum is a small one for uxi estate with a cxxrront demand of 
nearly 7 lakhs of rupees, and especially small in a year when scai’city was 
prevalent in the neighbourhood. 

Ill tho Dighapatiya estates tho cost of managemciit came to 15 per cent, 
on the current ileiuand. The amoxint spent on improvements was Rs. 10,052. 
Tliis was neaily d(jublo of what Avas spent in 1890-91, but is a small amount 
com])avcd with the sum of over two lakhs invested. Tho same remai’ks apply 
to tho Kasimbazar and tho Narhan estates, in both of which the cost of 
managnmeiit (16*9 and 14*0 per cent., respectively) was excessive and the 
expoiidiluro on imjxro' eraents small. 

A further loan -d’ Rs. 2,72,000 to tho Deo estate in Gaya, to fi’oo it 
from a debt duo to IJabu Kamoshwar Prosad under tho terms of a most 
ftbjectiouablo usufrucluaiy inortgago deed, is now under consideration by 
Govermneiit, and will be granted if tho necessary funds can be found. Tho 
land revenue of this estate is Rs. 20,000, and tho receipts Rs. 1,30,000 in round 
numbers, leaving a profit of Rs. 1,04,000. The expenses of management and 
niairiteuanco are about Rs. 26,000, so that a sui'plus of about Rs. 78,000 
remains, with which to pay off debts that amount to about 8 lakhs of rupees. 

Tho rent-roll of tlie Basudebpur estate in the MiduajKxre district is 
Rs. 1,35,000, and tho Govei'xiniout x*eveuuo Rs. 74,000. This loaves Rs. 61,000 
net. Of this amount Rs. 32,000 odd wero spent in iriaxiagoment and main- 
tenance, heaving a sum of about Us. 29,000 a year towards clearing off the 
remaining debts of Rs. 3,10,000 odd. 

In tho estate Rajkrishna Bauer ji in Chittagong, the gross collections wore 102 
per cent, on the enrrent dt'inand, and the cost of management only 5*9 per cent. 

Tho number of estates managed du'riiig tho year under Act VI of 1876 
Encumbered esiatcH in chota (tho Cliota Nagpur Encumbered Estates Act) was 
^"8P“'* 50, of which 1 1 are in Ilazdribilgh, 32 in Lohardaga, 

6 in Pahim.au, 3 in Singhbhurn, and 8 in Manbhum. Tho following statement 
shows the demands, collcctums, and balances during 1891-02 


DisxnxcT. 

Arrear 

domand. 

Cumnt 

demand. 

Collections. 

• 

Percentage 
of oolleo- 
tioDB on 
current 
demand. 

Bemia- 

sions. 

• 

Balances. 

1 

1 2 

3 


6 

6 

7 


lis. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

R«. 

Rs. 

Hazirib&gh 

49,371 

73,813 

76,583 

103*7 

565 

60,441 

Lohardaga 

90,703 

88,269 

87,095 

99*3 

4,838 

92,657 

Palimau 

2,477 

• 8,401 

7,657 

90*4 

417 

2,864 

Singhbham 

.. 1,CG,1G2 

81.182 

86,544 

106*3 

17,382 

1,44,468 

Ifaabhum 

.. 24,966 

96,940 

91,256 

94*1 

2,192 

28,581 

Total 

.. 3,39,679 

3,48,655 

3,48,736* 

100*0 

26,344 

3,19,011 


* lac'Ludow i^TaKcn coUdcttoiu of Ba, 4,700. 
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The following statement shows the debts due at the commencement and 
end of the year this class of estates: — 
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diking the year 189l-9‘2, tlio Legislative Council of the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal had under consideration four Bills. Of those, the Bill 
to amend the Court of Ward.s’ Act, 1879, was transferred to the Government 
of India at an early stage, as it was found that a proposed amendment would 
trench on the provisions of a general Act, viz., the Civil Procedure Code. 
The Bill has recently been passed into law by the Supreme Council. 

The Bill to further amend the Village Chaukidari Act, 1870, and the Bill 
for the regulation of Warehouses and tho maiutenance of a Fire-brigade, were 
introduced, read ir: Council, and referred to a Select Committee on the 2«^rd 
April 1892. 'Plic fomier of those two Bills, which gives elfoct to tho proposals 
of the Poli <!0 Committee of 1899-91, as appr(»vod by Government, in regard to 
the reconstitution of the vilhige police, was passed by the Council, and has beei^ 
submitted to tho Governraont of India for tho assent of the Governor- General. 
Provision has been made whereby the male rate-paying residents of a village 
niay be directed to select persons to bo members of the panchayat, subject to 
the ajiproval of the Magistrate. The power, with certain limitations, of deter- 
mining the number of cluiukidars to bo employed, and of fixing their salaries, 
is given to the Magistraie. Tho appointment also of a chaukidar rests with 
tho Magistrate on the nomination of tho panchayat. The duties and powers 
of the ehaukidar have also been extended. 

'Ihc Bill for the regulation of Warehouses and tho maintenance of a 
Fire-brigade j)ropost?s to effect an etpiitable apjiortionment of the cost of the 
Fire-brigade between the owners of hazardous buildings and the general body 
of tax-payers in Calcutta and its subuTbs, and is under consideration by tho 
Select Committee. 

A Bill to amend the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, was introduced, read 
in Council, and referred to a Select Committee on the 16th July 1892. In 
consequence of numerous alterations and additions made in Select Committee, 
some of which involve important questions of principle, this Bill as amended 
has recently been republished for general comment. 
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The aauctionod strength of the District Police, excJiiding Railway Police, 
« ... .. ^ was at the close of the year 74 superior offictors and 

ons 1 u ion 0 e o ico orco. 22,789 subordinate officers and men, showing a net 

increase over the figures of last year of 6 head-constables and 78 constables, 
and a not decrease of 3 Sub- Inspectors and 25 town chaiikidars. The 
Railway Police at the close of the year numbered 2 superior officers and G21 
subordinate officers and men, against G07 in 1890- The number of nusu 
employed on purely police work is statod to be 21,082, and the proportion 
borne by this number to the total population of the Province was 1 to 3,508. 
The police budget grant for the financial y(>a.r 1891-92 was Rs. 4 1, 84,390, 
_ - and the- total expenditure was Ks. 40,78,091, distri- 

a tl., ^ i„u„,vs\„,ong tlic sovei'al liiiids 


18ni.92. 1890-91. 
Ra. Ea. 

1. Inspecting agency ... ... ... ... 1,14,437 l,0r>,376 

2. Pay of Diutriot and Assistant Supirintendonts . 4,02,092 5,07,539 

3. Pay of Execativo Police and establisliment with good con- 

duct pay and batta allowance ... ... 28,90,810 28,17, JOG 

4. Travelling allowance ... ... ... 91,044 89 445 

6. Fixed boat establishment ... ... ... 57,778 57,212 

6. Special, regular, and contract contingencies ... ... 4,01,030 4,42,849 

Totol ... 40,78,091 40,19,887 


The increase is explained as mainly duo to the changes made last year 
with the sanction of the Government of India, in accordance with the recom- 
mendation of the Police Committee, viz., the abolition of the Superannuation 
Fund, and the raising of the pay o j’the lowest grade of constables in Bengal 
Proper from Rs. 6 to 7. 

No progress appears to have been made during the year in substituting 

_ , . . , m T, .. town clmukidoi's for constables, and opinions as to 

Workiagof the Town Police. measure, and the working of the 

town chaukidars, apmar to vary greatly. Thus in the town of Bm'dwan the 
ohaukidars appointed last year are reported not to havo been a success ; the 
Magistrate of Shahabad states that the town police in all the municipalities of 
his district have worked badly, and the Magistrate of Cliamparan expresses au 
opinion that Municipal administration has distinctly suffered by the substitution 
of chaukidars for constables. In Bhdgalpur the Magistrate is so dissatisfied 
with the working of the town chaukidars that ho recommends that only 
oonsthbles should bo employed on this duty. On the other hand, in the towns 
of Bankura, Bishenpur, Khulna, Chittagong, Jamui, Malda, English Bazar, and 
all the municipal towns of the Chota Nagpur Division, tho town chaxikidars are 
reported to havo worked satisfactorily, and in Murshidabad and Rangpur they 
ere said to have shown themselves as effidont as* tho constables they replaced. 
The fact appears to bo that the working of this force is seriously impaired by 
a rule whiem has been laid down, requiring the chaukidars to bo employed on 
night duty only. The Lieutonant-Govemor thinks the existi^ orders on this 
subject should be reconsideredj and lias requested the Inspector-General to submit 
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a Bpecial report on it. He is inclined to believe that under proper rules and with 
judicious supervision, both efficioucy and economy may bo secured by the substi' 
tution of town chaukiflars for ordinary constables. Tho town chaukidari system 
may be unsuited to great towns like Patna and Gaya, whore there is a strong 
body of professional law-breakers or a large floating population, but the circum- 
stances in the ordinary municipalities of Bengal are very different, and His 
Honour thinks it probabh* tliat town chaukidars may bo employed with advan- 
t.ag(^ in all places whor(3 the population is peaceable and there is little violent 
It is reported that watch and ward duty is most unpopular with the 
nnil that iji the l)acca Division 52 out of 53 resignations have 




crimo. 

regular force, and 
occurred in the town ])olieo. 

Some progress has bt)en made in street lighting during the year. In tho 

towns of Hally, Krishriagar, Dinapore, Motihari, and 
(.liaibassa, lamps have been introduced, and addi- 
tional liglits have been |)rovid('.d in 41 other towns. 'Phe Inspector-General 
suggests, ill vi('w of the ditliculty of inducing municipalities to spend money 
on tliis object, that where tlu'y cannot alforil to erect street lumps, the Municipal 
(Jonnnissioners shouhl be urged to provide oil for the lanterns of tho police. 
This pr<»j)osal lias beiai recommended for adoption by small munici^ialitics. 

^0 doubt there Ls room for much iiuprovenient in the character and 

conduct of tho rural police, and tho Lieutenant- 
ura po u-e. Governor hopes that the changes effected in the 

law which has lati'ly been passed in the Hengal Council may lead to improve- 
ment. Tho principal object of this legislation has bi'iCii to bring the village 
police into closer relations with tho oxcciitivo 8,uthority of Government, and 
while retaining the local knowledge of men resident in tho village in w'hich 
they are to he employed, to organize the chaukidars as a branch of the regular 
police in direct sub(irdinatioii to the Magistrate. Under tho old law tho village 
panchayet not only c.ppointed tlie chaukidars, but bad authority to decide within 
specilied limits how many chaukidars should be employed, and to fix their 
salaries. Under the new law tho panchayet will nominate, but the appointment 
of tho village watch will rest w'ith tho Magistrate. T'lie Magistrate and not tho 
panchayet will determiuc tlio number of chaukidars and fix their salaries. In 
other provinces tho status of the rural police has been raised by similar legisla- 
tion, and it is hoped that a like result will now be attained in Bengal. The 
Lieuteiiant-Govenior has called the spiicial attention of all District Magistrates 
to tho necessity of trying to raise tho social status of tho cliaukidar by refusing 
to a])poiut men of the low castes and thieving habits who have hitherto been 
einphiyed, and substituting for them men of better castes and more respectable 
position. This object has been achieved in other Provinces, and there is no 
reason -why it should not be attained in Bengal also. 

Next to low caste and disreputable antoct'dents, one of the causes which 
has done much to degrade tho village clraukidar in his own esteem and that 
of the publi(!, and to ]e.ssen his influence for good, has been the habit, too 
common among tho Provincial Police, of treating him as a boast of burden and 
a menial servant Tlic Government is pledged to do all it can to stop this 
custom, andHp(>cial orders have been issued on tho subject. When tho chaukidar 
recognises that he is a servant of the State and boars a sanad of appointment 
under the Magistrate’s hand iind seal, it may be expected that he himself will 
refuse to submit to ill-treatment, and that tho inferior Police officers will 
understand that his status has been so raised that menial employment must 
not bo thouglit of in connection with him. 

Tho work and character of chaukidars and ghatwals remunerated by 
chakaran lands is almost universally condemned, and Sir Charles Elliott hopes 
shortly to bo able to tako up the whole question of the improvement or abolition 
of this system. 

During the year additional police have been appointed in Pabna, Ghamparan, 

idditi...! „d 8kcU P.u». ““."S'H’', and the Sonthal Par^eae, and M8 

constables wero employed in 16 oases under section 
17, Act V of 1801. Those figures would seem to imply a very free use of 
section 17, and the Lieutenant-Governor notices that some of these special 
police were employed for three, four, and six months, and even for a year. His 
Honour has impressed upon all Magistrates the necessity for using this section 
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only in ^es of emorgoncy and of restricting its operation to the shortest possible 
period. 

A force consisting of one subadar, one jamadar, five havildars, and 50 
-m. « i i t> 1 - sepoys from the Dumka Special Kesorve, and one 

jamadar, tliree havildars, and 44 sepoy^s irom the 
Bhdgalpur Special Reserve was detailed for service in Keonjhar in May 1891. 
The former wore reported by Mr. Dawson, who was in command, to have 
behaved most creditably throughout, their ilrill and disc.ipline meriting special 
commendation. The Bhagalpur Special Uosim'vc, though' composed of good 
material, were found less smart. A party (5ouiposod of the ordinary armed 
reserve police from Cuttack and Balasore was simt up from (^I'issa under 
Mr. Guise to co-opei’uto with Mr. Dawson's lorco, and their disc.ipline and 
steadiness under firo were (as miglit bo expected) much less satisfactorily 
reported on. 

p • The following table shows the details of cusual- 

<a!)ua les. during the years 1890 and 1891 : — 


Retirement on pension or gratuity 

Resignation 

Dismissal 

I )isohargo 

Desertion 

Death 


1890. 

4(54 or ] '9 per cent. 
072 or 41 
024 or 2-6 
180 or •? 

70 or -a 
488 or 21 


1801. 

452 or 19 per c-ent. 
7(50 or 8-2 „ 

588 or 2-5 „ 

225 or -9 „ 

40 or '2 

517 or 2-2 


2,798 or 11‘7 


2,582 or 


lo-n 


The decrease in the number of desertions and resignations is attributed to 
the improvement effected in the position of tho rank and file of tlio force by the 
discontinuance of tho superannuation fund, tho grant of free kits and a more 
liberal allowance for tho mointenanco of tho kit, and the abolition of tho lowest 
paid grade of constabh's in Bengal l*roper. As those changes only came into force 
from or after July 1891, a still further improvement in this direction may be 
expected during tho current year ; aj)art, however, from any speidal measures 
taken for the improvement of the position of tho force, the j^ercontage of 
casualties has boon steadily decreasing since 1880, as shown by the following 
figures : — 


1886 casualties 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 


14*7 per cent. 

18- 1 

12-9 

123 

11-7 

10-9 


The record of grave misconduct of this class during the year i.s fortunately 

not a heavy one. Seventeen cases of real or alleged 
PoHm”” extortion by the tortiiro Were under enquiry during tho year. Tho 

most important of these was a case, which occurred 
in Baokergungo in 1890, in whicli, a head-constable was charged with the most 
scandalous misconduct. The complainant’s story was at first disbelieved, and it 
was only after several ineffectual efforts that he was able to secure a trial of the 
case. The accused head-constable was finally sentenced to 10 years’ rigorous 
imprisonment at the Backergunge Sessions. Of tho other sixteen complaints of 
pouoe torture, eight were found to be false, six were held by Criminal Courts 
to be not sufficiently proved to justify a conviction, one ended in the convic- 
tion of a head-constable and four constables upder section 380, Indian Penal 
Code, and one was pending at the end of the year. 

Forty-four cases of extortion were enquired into during the year. Of 
these 11 were found to be false, 14 w'ere not proved (five of these, however, ended 
in the departmental punishment of tho accused officers), 1 1 were found to be 
true, and 8 were pon(iing at the end of the year. 
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The following table shows in detail the number of punishments inilioted on 

members of the police force during the last three 
years 


Howards and puDishment. 


JppJCIAL CONVICTIONS UNDEB 
THE I'ENAL CoDE. 


CoNVICnONS UN1>EB AcT V 
OF 1801. 


DbPABTUENTAL FuKI8HMBNT9« 


Yeas. 

Numbf 

Prrernt- 
age of 
oiiicera. 

Percent- | 
age of ! 
men. | 

Number. 

1 

1881) ... 

830 

V2 

1*4 

158 

1890 ... 

:{3<> 

M 

)'6 

IGiJ 

1891 ... 

2G0 

•3 

1*2 

112 


Percent- 
ag© of* 
officers. 


Percent- 


men. 



Percent- 

Percent- 

Number. 

age of 

age of 


oHieero. 

men. 

4,997 ' 

45*0 

17.6 

4 .S 2 S 

4 rt 0 

HZ 

4 , 2:14 

392 

14'3 


The figures seem to iiulicuto a satisfactory improvement in the conduct 
of tho force. There Avore seven eases of embezzlement of Government money 
or misappropriation of property : in tbroe of these the accused were convicted 
in a Criminal Court, in throe they were departmenlally punished, and one 
was acquitted. At the close of tlie year 8, Got) men wore one or more good- 
conduct strip(;s. This shows an apparent decrease of 8,;h)4 from the figures 
of last }’car, Init tho liispcuttov-Gcneral reports that tho latter figures woro 
incorrect. Good conduct allowances amounting to Rs. 21,072 were disbursed 
during tlio year. Special money rewards woro paid to 1,814 oflicers and men, 
and ;>2 received special promotion. • 

Every district of lleugal, with tho exception of tho newly con.stitutcd district 
, , . of l^alamau, Avas inspected during tho year either by 

nspec ions. Inspector-General, or by one of the Deputy 

Inspoctors-General. Several districts woro visited more than once, and 32 suh- 
dmsions Avero sf'parately visited and insjiccted. 

Tho incidence of crime in Jlengal, division by division, for tho two years 

1890 and 1891, is shown in the following state- 
ment : — 


Crime. 


DmtiioN. 


Poplilii- 
I lien. 

^ I Census ot 


'«srs of 

Kin/iibltt 

niiiie. 


Pi-oporl ion of j 
poliiT to I 
populai ion. 


Pmporf ion of polK’O to msoH of 
cogiu/.ubli* cnnio. 


Proportion of ('uses of rngnixublu 
ci’inje to popdliituiii. 


1 sort. 




Burilwnn 

Piv.suli'ney 

Hujshahi 

Unrca 

Chittngong (w- 
c'luiiiiiK Clnt- 
tNKOllR II ill 
Traets). 

Pntna 

UhAtsulpui* 

OriMNii 

Chuta Nagpur 


Total 


1 


1 

1 

Poiifo. 

lUUtl. 

PiTsons. 

Pol If 

Ciisf.s. 

j I’oliff 

- Cafifs. 

1 Ciined. PtTHOns. j 

CiMos. Persons. 

1 1 

7,bx8,Sls 


is.tir ! 

1 

to 2 . 1:4 


to 

44 


to 

5-0 

1 to 

«!5 

1 

lo 

42« 


i 7. SI 1.070 

1 I,!I15 i 

15.40 ' 

1 

M 2.1^1 
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eo!) 

1 


611 

1 2,19S 


12 , 5:4 

13.74 : 

1 

3,210 

1 

7f 

Ti-o 



5*5 


617 

1 

If 

fiMS 

1 2.V'.i2 ! 

! ti si*,r27 

i;i i*.M 

l.'i,i;.:i ' 

I 

,1 4410 

1 


6'0 



7-0 


64^ 

1 

ti29 

1,075 

1 -l,0,'i2,795 

4.808 

1 

5,: 2(1 . 

• 1 

71 d,fll7 

1 

»» 

2'8 


ti 

fl 


734 

1 


73 a 

4,sno 

r> .700,737 

i •/»,137 ! 

fk'bl.w ■' 

1 

,7 

1 



1 


7*7 


B17 

1 


470 

i 2,127 

N.r»H2.V.'0 

1 j 

j 14,l0'i 1 

1 

4. (-3., 

1 


o\s 



«•« 


556 

1 


000 

1 1.517 

4,U47,S1S 

1 7.0';i 1 

O.kHtI ■ 

1 

„ 2,f:e8 

1 

• f 

•pfl 

1 


4 4 


655 

1 


006 

1,532 

4, lift". 338 

; 0.847 

, 7,lis ■' 

• 1 


1 

i-0 

1 


4 8 


017 

I 

t* 

026 


70,525,275 

1 no 2 :mi 

1 12* 1,000 , 

1 

3.H1 

1 

>« 

6-1 





601 

1 

f* 

544 


With a vicAV to effecting an improvement in the prosecuting agency in 
tho Criminal Courts, the cxjioriment has been tried in six districts of relieving 
tho Court Sub-lnsp('ctor of tJio bulk of his clerical work and employing him 
liriinarily as a publi<? prosciaitor. The results have been favourably reported 
on. and it is proposed to extend the system. 

^ , j . t „ „ . The number of cognizable and non-cognizable 

mme .t tU. jgj, 

was as follows : — 

1890. 1891. Inoreass. 

117,443 128,472 11,029 

110,654 119,072 2,618 


Cognimhle ... 
Nou-coguizable 
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The increase in cognizable crime is distributed among all divisions, except 
Bh^galpur and Orissa, where there is a slight dccroaso ; in non*cognizable crime 
the only marked variation occurred in the Chittagong Division, where thoi’e 
was an increase of 2,>)43 cases. As usual, varying explanations are given for tlje 
increase of criminal cases : but there can bo little doubt that the main factor 
in the increase in serious crime has been the pressure of high prices, which pre- 
vailed throughout the year but grew more stringent towards its close. Part 
of the incro^o is also duo to the more vigorous action taken for the suppres- 
sion of public and local nuisances, pi'osocutions for w’hich rose from 38,402 in 
1890 to 34,158 in 1891. 

The following table shows, division by division, the statistics of cogniz- 
able and non-coguizable crime in 1890 and 1891 : — 



COGNlZAllLK. 

NoN-COONIZiULB. 

Division. 

1890. 

1H91. ! 

Increase 

OP 

decrease. 

189>). 

1891. 

Increase 

or 

tlecreaso. 

Burdwan 

Presidency ... 

Kajsliabi 

Dacca 

Chittagong ... 

15,738 
14,689 
12,059 
13,260 
. 4,7H6 

17,917 

15,099 

13.499 

15,528 

6,498 

+ 2.179 
+ 410 

+ 1,4 1.U 
-h 2,278 
+ 713 

21.005 

17,647 

9.922 

17.786 

12.026 

20,351 

16,574 

10,463 

17.441 

11,669 

— 654 

— 1.073 

4- 641 

— 345 
+ 2.543 

Total for Bengal Proper 

60,521 

67,641 

+ 7,020 

78,38^' 

79,398 

+ 1.012 

Patna ... ... 

Bkagalpar ... 

28,841 

14,341 

j 32,940 
i 13.997 

+ 4,105 
— 344 

17,377 

11,766 

17,922 

11.911 

■4- 645 

+ 145 

Tolar for Dihdr 

43,182 

{ 46,943 

+ 3,761 

29,143 

29,833 

+ 690 

Orissa ... 

Cliota Nagpur 

7,016 

6,724 

1 6.6.13 

1 7.856 

— 3h3 

-f 631 

6,539 

3,486 

6.112 

3.7;'9 

673 
+ 243 

Gnakd Total 

117,443 

j 128,472 

+ 11,029 

116,654 

119,072 

+ 1.128 


It appears that, though tho largest increase in cognizable crime has been 
in the Patna Division, where tho pinch of scarcity was principally felt during the 
year, yet the increase is not proportionately greater than in the Dacca and 
Burdwan Divisions, whore there was no marked distress though prices were higli, 
while in Bhagalpur, whore more or loss sovero pressure existed in parts, there 
was an actual decrease. 

Cognizable offences reported during the years 1889, 1890, and 1891 arc thus 
compared under tho various main heads; — 


Cases against property 
Ditto person ... 

Ditto public tranquillity 

Other oases 

Total 


1881). 

1890. 

1801. 

74,431 

68,227 

73,348 

7,97G 

7,463 

7,9.50 

3,177 

3,185 

3,126 

34,072 

38,568 

44,039 

110,606, 

117,443 

128,472 


It would seem, therefore, that there was less actual crime during 1891 
during 1889, the increase in “Other eases” being entirely due to tho 
m<^ vigorous suppression of nuisances. 

^The number of cases declared false was 6,C31 or .'>•1 per cent., the per- 
centage for tho three preceding years being 5*4, 
Cases false or reported false. g.g j Qgo cases, prosecutions were 

institated, and in 381 convictions were obtained, besides which, in 916 cases 
compensation was awarded to the defendant under section 560 of tho 
Criminal Procedure Code. 

In paragraph 13 of tho Resolution on tho Report on the working of tho 

Police in the Lower Provinces for 1890, the Licuto- 
Reported oases not enquired into. jjaut-Governor laid dowu tho principle that in cases 

of house-breaking to commit theft, where nothing is stolen and >yhere there is 
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no clue given, in eases of theft of sums below Rs. f), where there is no clue, in 
eases winch arc of a purely civil natui'o, and in embroidered charges of assault 
whore the embroidering is doubtful, enquiry should bo refused by the police. 

These directions, whiish were only intended by way of general guidance and 
not as laying down a hard-and-fast rule, have been in some districts misunder- 
stood or improperly worked. 

The Liinitenant-Governor hopes that by careful supervision and constant 
inspection District Superintendents will prevent any abuse of those rules in 
future. 


The total number of cases tried before the Court of Sessions was 1,253, of 
„ , , „ . which 397 ended in acquittal, and 856 or 68*3 per 

Results of Sofswns cases. . • ... nsi ,. « ^ 

cent, in coimction. the proportion of persons 
convicted to persons conmiitted for trial was 51*4, against 54*1 and 49T in 1890 
and 1889 respectively. 

The amount of crime of each class during the years 1889, 1890 and 1891, 
„ , , , , together with the results of trials for offences of 

cacli elasu, are sliown in the iollovving table:— 



There has thus heen an increase during the year under every head except 
in class l(()ll'cnc.os against the State and pubfic tranquillity), while the percentage 
of convititions shows no iKticeahlc change in tiny particular. 

There Is a decrease of 109 cases in this class, including a diminution of 
ciiwa i.-oiTciiccs iiKJitiat the 52 ill Iho numbov of riot cases. In all 2,187 true 
Slate and public tranquillity. and 310 false casos of rioting wero reported, tho 
Dacca Division showing 518 true cases, and the Presidency and Patna Divisions 
coming next with 321 and 319 true casos respectively. Very few of these casos 
wore of any importance, as is evident from tho fact that of 11,736 persons 
actually tried for this offence, only 201 came before tho Court of Sessions, 
In the Biirdwan Division no case occurred worthy of special notice. There 
has, however, been an increase of rioting in Midnaporc, attributed to disputes 
between Messrs. Watson and their raiyats. In the Presidency Division, Jcssorc 
shows only 101 casos against 217 last year, this result being duo to the settle- 
ment of tho indigo distiu'l)ance.s. In tho Dacca Division the number of coses 
reported rose from 478 to 51 8, tlio increase la'ing in the districts of Backergnngo 
and Mymen.singh. In Rackergunge, of 9(i cases classed as riots, eight wore 
attended with loss of life and thirteen willi severe hurt.* In this district 3,338 
persons were, during the year, bound down to keep tho peace. In Faridpur, 
134 ca.ses, four of which wi're Httonded with lo-us of life, were reported, against 
166 in 1800. I’he di’crenso is attributed to tlio more vigorous use of sections 
106 and 107 of tho (Jodo of Criminal Procedure, 1,376 persons having boon 
bound down to kei'p the peatip during 1891 as compared with 503 in. 1890. In 
the J'atna Division two cases occurred, which might have had very serious con- 
sequences. In Gaya, at the IJakr Id festival, a riot ai’oso between Hindus and 
Mussulmans with regard to the sacrifice of a*ci)w; and at the Hara^ur fair in 
Shaliabad a force of 24 ebankidars and 10 jwlice, who were escorting a number 
of cattle, wero attacked by a largo body of Hindus. Inspector Zinnat Hossein 
Khan having warned the rioters to desist, and having tried tho effect of %n1r 
cartridge, finally ordered tho armed constables tofiro singly with ball cartridge; 
at the seventh shot a rioter fell dead and the rest fled. In these two casos the 
mischief was only prevented from spreading by the prompt action of the 
Magistrate in the first case, and the Inspector in tho second. 

Coses of this class increased from 4,340 to 4,821, tho largest increase btiing 
ciitss ii~Boriouj ofimeus undor tho heads “Hurt by a dangerous weapon’ 
against ihcperHon. and “Criminal force to public servants.” ITio 

number of pewona actually brought to trial for offences of this class was 7,677, 
of whom 46 2 per cent, were convicted, against 43*7 and 46*0 por cent, in the 
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two preceding years. Of 1,201 persons tried by the Court of Sessions, 601 were 
acquitted and 660, or 52‘3 per iiont., convicted, tlio percentage of convictions in 
1889 and 1890 having been 47'9 and 02*8 respectively. Miu'ilers reported 
increased from 319 to 300, tho ligiu*es for the last seven years being- 


1886 

288 

JSSii 

316 

18S6 

27S 

ISWO 

nn 

1887 

250 

mi 

360 

1888 

208 




Those figures would seem to show either a steady increase in tho amount of 
crime, or an improvement in the reporting of suspicious deaths ; they are, 
however, to a certain extent infiuonceil by variations in tho method of classifying 
oSendes according to the vicivs of individual Magistrates and .Judges. Tho percent- 
age of convictions to persons triijd for murder fell from 23*1 in 1880 and 26*6 
in 1890 to 20*9 in 1891. There were, however, 37 executions during tho year, 
against 26 and 17 in 1890 and 1 880 ri'spectively. There were eight murders by 
dacoits during tho year, of which four occurred at tho same time in one village 
in Nadia. “Murders by robbers’’ numbori'd 16, of whic.h 5 were in the Patna 
district, and there were 15 cases of “IMurder by poison.” For tho former ofEonce 
only three persons out of 14 sent up for trial were convicted and for the latter 
only ono person was convicted. 

There were 32 cases of “ Drugging,” against 28 in 1890 : of these only eight 
ended in conviction. 


No particular case calls fojr special comment, tho most noticeable feature 
being tho continued inability of tho police to successfully workout murder cases. 
A good piece of detective wojk mi the part of Mr. Itobcrts, tho District 
Superintendent of Puri, and his subordinates is reported, by which, through 
advertisements in tho Police Gaxette and a native paper, two unknown llongalis, 
whoso bodies wore found lying on the Ganjam road, were identified and their 
murderer traced and finally convicted and tran.sj)orted for life. 

Class IIL— Serious ofEencea There has bccn a total increase of 3,203 cases 

against property. under this head, divided as follows among th( 

various olfcnccs : — 





1890. 

1891. 

Increase. Decrease. 

Serial No. 

30. 

Dacoity ^ 

130 

210 

80 


u 

31. 

Fremration and asscmTjlj for dacoity 

3 

1 


2 

•« 

32. 

Eobbory with hurt by poisonous or stupe- 





ft 

tf 

fying drugs 

Eonbery with hurt by other means 

4 

16 

12 

... 

4 

4 

If 

33. 

Eobbery in dwelling-uouso 

24 

29 

6 

... 

SI 

ff 

Ditto on the highway, &c. ... 

16 

40 

21 

... 

ft 

9 f 

Other robberies 

65 

91 

26 



3i. 

Serious mischief or cognate offences 

714 

729 

16 


»• 

35. 

Mischief by killing, Ac., any animal 

684 

653 


31 

ff 

36. 

Lurking housc-trospass or hou.sc-breakitjg, 







Ac. 

23,314 

26,373 

3,059 

... 

ff 

37. 

Hoiise-treapasi with view to commit an 







offence, Ac. ... •?. 

201 

213 

41 

... 

f > 

33. 

Eeceiying stolen property, Ac. 

4 

6 

2 

... 


39. 

Belonging to gangs of thugs, dacoits, Ac. ... 

10 

2 

... 

8 



Total 

•26,085 

28,283 

3,263 

a _ 

49 



Net increase 


... 

3.203 



Of 6,787 persona actually tried, 3,324, or 52*8 iper cent., were convicted and 
2,970 aetjuitted. 

There was an increase in dacoities in every division except Orissa and 
Chittagong, which latter division hfisbcen free from this crime for the I^t two 
years. The following table shows tho number of dacoities in each division for 
the last six years:— 

.> 1886. 1887. 1888. 18S9. 1800. 1891. 


Burdwen 

22 

23 

18 

34 

29 

22 

Preoidency 

9 

7 

17 

11 

12 

22 

BajiliBhi 

... 23 

23 

16 

17 

27 

48 

Daccft 

2 

9 

15 

19 

12 

23 

Chittagong 

9 

8 

2 


20 

43 

Patna 

3 

12 

20 

36 

Bh&galpnr 

14 

24 

16 

20 

18 

30 

Orian 

4 

4 

14 

14 

8 

7 

Chota Nagpur 

... 18 

4 

14 

11 

4 

14 

Total 

... 103 

109 

133 

172 

130 

210 
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The recrudescence of this serious offenco iu so many divisions is both 
remarkable and alarming, but it is satisfactory to notice that the ptolice have 
also to some extent been more successful in dealing with it than in former 
years, 62 cases, or 23*6 per cent, of the whole, having ended in conviction 
and 196 persons, or 31*8 per cent, of those tried, having been convicted, 
against 25‘5,24-8, 23*2 and 21*0, the corresponding percentages for the preceding 
four years. The throe worst districts were I'atna, (Jaya, and Champaran, with 
18, 14, and 13 cases respectively. Midnaporo is again free from clacoity, and 
thus the favourable opinion of IVlr. Alunro’s work expressed in last year’s Keso- 
lution is confirmed. In tlie Rajshahi Division the execution closo to the frontier, 
by the Nepalese authoriti('s, of the notorious criminal Nakalya Gurung is 
repoi*ted to Lave had a good effect on the criminal classes in the districts of 
Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling. Nine members of this man’s gang were under trial 
at the end of the year. The Di.strict Superintendent of I’olico, Darjeeling, also 
reports that the Nepalese authorities gave much active assistance during the year 
by arresting absconders, and Sir Charles Elliott i.s glad to acknowledge the 
valuable help in the crimiuid administration of the Province thus afforded by 
the Nepal Darbar. In the same division the Inspector-General brings to notice 
the good work done by Mr. AVard, Di.strict Sn})erintendent of Police of Pabna, 
who, witli the help of Sub-Inspector l’('ari Alolian Ifiswas, was successful in 
securing convictions in 8 out of the 18 cas(“s of dacoity committed in his district, 
with the re.siilt that 23 persons were scntouc(;d to long terms of imprisonment. 
In the Patna Divisioji a MnzaiVarpur cast' is rt^portod to have been well worked 
out by Inspector Noklioy Lai. 

Tlio increase in the number of rf)bbevies^ especially of robberies on the 
highway, is also serious ; but 1 i<t<‘, again, the police can show improved re.sults, 
the pc.'i’eentage of convictions having risen from 30 to 42*4 per cent, of the 
number of cas(.\s, and from 38*8 (o 39*8 of (he number of jx-rsons tried. 

Class IV.— lUi.ior •- Var-ei The number of cases iucrcusod from 2,210 to 

agitinst llip prrsoti. 2,920. 


Cases of this class iucroased by 1,703. from 38,078 to 39,841, wdiile burgla- 
Clnss V.— Minor oiTouccs a^jaiust ncs wlih'h, iliougli sli’ictly incliulod in class HI, 
proppjiy. ar(! more conv<'nien(ly discussed under this head, 

incrca.«ed from 23,61.') to 20,015, or l)y 3,100. ’I'he increase is attributed 


primarily to the pres.sure produced by higli jn’ices. Judicial results are bad, 
couvictions resulting in 08 per cent, of eases d(‘ci<lcd, and 60 per cent, of persons 
tried being convicted. No great improvement in this rospeet can bo exjiceted 
until some satisfactory agency is organized for conducting prosecutions. 

There is a net increase of 5, 401 eases under (his head, the chief increase 


Clus.s VI. — All otlior pases. 

a decrease of 266, 236, 


being under nuisances (6,752 eases) and prosecu- 
tions for bad livelihood (412), while there has been 
and 217 in lilxciso, Salt and Customs, and Arms Act 


pro.sccutious icspcctively. Had livelihood cases amounted to 2,772, in 1,677 of 
which the accused Avas convicted. In 11 districts, as against 4 last year, no 
cases were tried iu the villages of the accu.sed. Whei’C communications arc easy, 
as in Gaya, Avlii<-h is one of the di.stricts in question, such cases ought to a large 
extent to be tried locally, and the Lieutenant-Governor agrees with the remark 
made by Air. llenvy that the moral offe.et of tlio trial of such cases on the spot 
by a Alagistrute on four, who^will decide them then and there upon information 
volunteered by the people, is very beneficial. Only two cases require special 
notice. In Kliulna some notorious su.si)ects, who were being prosecuted for bad 
livelihood, Avaj’laid and murdered one of the priuci])al witnesses against them.' 
They were convicted, and one of them s(>nteneed to death, and two others to 
Iran spoliation for life. In I'abna, the District Superintendent, in December 
1890, pressed to have security taken from five leading Shandars of Surjapur; 
proceedings were not taken till September 1891 ; in the meanwhile, these men 
with others liad gono off on an expedition in whiidi they committed ten dacoities 
in ns many days, for which they have since boon sentenced to seven years’ 
imprisonment. ‘ 


At the closo of the year, 46,726 persons were named in the registers, of 
„ , whom 42,214 had either been convicted, or ordered 
v.unn anco. furuish security for good behaviour, and 4,511 

were suspects. The police, however, hud only to deal with 36,618 persons, 
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the balance being in jail or untrained. Rules have recently been issued laying 
down dofinitH priuciplcs for the classification of offenders for the purposes of 
police registration and surveillance, and preseribing that only really dangerous 
criminals shall be transferred to the jails of their own districts for release. By 
these rules it is only such offenders who will be kept under strict and constant 
surveillance, less dangerous criminals being visited only occasionally at irregular 
intervals. The illegal practice of escorting released prisoners to thoii’ homes 
has also been put a stop to. 

These cjises decreased by 217. The Liouten.'int-Govcrnor would be glad to 
f. , . .. .SCO the police devote their energies more to preventing 

aseg um er o rms c . exportation of arms to Native States and less to 

instituting prosecutions for the unlicensed pt)ssessiou of worn-out and useless 
woajxins. # 

The total number of non-cognizablo offences reiiorted was 119,071, against 
„ . . 110,504 in 1890. The increase or decrease under 

on.cognua o enme. clnss of crimc is showu undcr the following 

table: — 

Numbor of oftbtvs. 




1891. 

Increase. 

Deereast 

Class I 

• 1 i 3 


754 


TI 

29 

23 


*6 

n m 

857 

922 

(iri 

... 

„ IV 

5(1,553 

59.GS5 

2,750 


V 


9.6(19 



„ vr 

li,2Sl 

11,779 

495 


Special laws 

29,7GL 

• 28,726 


1,035 

Total 

116.551 

i 

119.071 

4.U()4 

1,54 7 

j 

• 

Net 

iucreasu 

2,617 



The figures call for no special romark.s. 

One of the most important aids to cfiiciieut police investigation and detection 

of crime is the punctual conduct of magisterial 
Kemands. Work, and it is evident that tlolays and postpone- 

ments must facilitate confusion of mind and forgot fulnos.s of faids, dispirit honest 
witnesses, and afford opjiortuuilios for buying off dislionest ones. His Honour 
is glad to notice that the percentage of eases po,stponed six or more times has 
fallen to 7‘4 from 8’2 per cent. Jn 10 districts, viz., Bonkura, Howrah, Jcs.sore, 
Khulna, Jalpaiguri, Chittagong, Patna, Itonghyr, Purnea, Cuttack, and Lohar- 
daga, the percentage of cases remanded six times oi* more exceeds 10 per cent. 
Such a result is very bad, but many of the remands must relate to cases decided 
before the circulation of Government orders on the subject. Mr. Nolan, tho 
Commissioner of Bajshahi, writes witli rofercnco to tho despatch of criminal 
business: “In no branch of tho adiUinistration have I ever experienced an 
improvement so sudden and so great as that effected during the year in tho 
punctuality with which criminal justice is administered. The oarlior records 
inspected by mo frequently show a disposition to delay and put off the trouble 
of examining witnesses at any cost to them ; in those relating to the latter part 
of the year, I found littlo to criticise in this respect.” 

There wore 1,790 re-convictions, against 1,824 in 1890. Tho Lieutenant- 

Governor regrets to notice one bad caso reported by 
Re-connetiona. Inspector-General, in which a Deputy Magistrato 

refused to allow time for the police to enquire into the antecedents of an offender 
on trial before him, and thus sentenced to one month’s imprisonment for theft a 
notorjpus Gonda Barwar with six previous convictions on record .against him. 

A detaili^ report on the proposed introduction of the anthropometric system 

for tho identification of criminals, a copy of which 
Atttliroporaetry. forwarded for tho information of the Govern- 

ment of India, was submitted at tho clo.se of tho year. Siuco then further 
progress has been made, rules have been draivn bp, and a considerable numoer 
of olEcers have boon taught how to measure and record all details.^ Some 
3,000 leading criminals in the jails have been measured, and tho classification 
of their roll cards is being carried out, while mechanical appliances are being 
invented to simplify measurement and to roduco the margin of possible error to 
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a minimum. Tbo Lieutenant-Governor is glad to notice that valuable assistance 
has been rendered to the police oflicers engaged in this work by the willing 
co-operation of jail oflicials, and the arrangement by which the measurements 
made by the police will be copied into the jail admission registers is likely 
to prove a useful measure. Altogether the Lieutenant-Governor has every 
reason to bo satislied with the progress made in carrying out this important * 
experiment. 

In accordance with the instrnclions conveyed in paragraph 22 of the 

Go^ eminent Ih'solntioii on the Police Report for 
nmouiaps. 18!)0, these maps have heen generally introduced, 

and the projiaration of two interdepi'udent maps in every district has been 
ordered. One of those maps shows the vesidences of all B and 0 <!lass comucts 
and absconded offenders, and the othd^tlu) incidenci' of all true crime against 
jiropcrty. These maps, if carefully jtri'puri'd, slioiild be of great value in helping 
District Superintendents to localize crime and to connect it with bad characters. 

The total number of eases, cognizahle ami nou-coguizable, reported during 

1801 was t!0, l.4(), against 01,542 in 1890; of these, 
48,500 were from the Tomoi and 11,871 from the 
Submlw. Tn the 4’owu 27,182 cognizahle cases 
Koported cases. Were tiled b)' the J^fagistrate.s, of which 24,808 

ended in conviction in the Jlagistrate’s Oiuirl ami 00 at the High Court Ses- 
sions. In the Suburbs, of 8,110 cases tried, 7,717 ended in conviction, viz., 
7,704 in tho Magistrate’ .s Court and 10 in the Scissions Court. Thi.s is a creditable 
outturn of police work. Of cases under the Penal Code, there was an increase 
from 8,400 to 8,742 in cognizable otfoiice.s, and from 0,142 to 7,022 in non- 
cognizablc olfeneos, Avhile mi.scollaneous cognizable eases rose from 26,592 
to 27,890. Miseellancou-i nou-eognizabld cases, on tho other liand, foil from 
20,309 to 16,780. Tlie iiicroase in cognizable eases is duo to prosoeutioms for 
public and local nuisances, street nuisances, and cruelty to animals. The 
figures of cognizable crime under tl.e Indian Penal Code for tho years 1889, 
1890, and 1891 arc 0,712, 3,027, and 0,289 repoctively. In the Town there was 
a decrease of 35 cases, compared with the liguves of 1890, in serious offences 
against per.son and property: a deerea.so of 87 in minor offences against 
})roperty : an increase of 552 in other offences, chiefly cases of street obstruc- 
tion (section 283, Indian Penal Code) and cases under the Hackney Carriage 
Act, and an incn.'ase of 900 in t)ffences under sjjecial and local laws. Out 
of a total population of 400, 150 in the '[’own proper, including tho Fort, 
the Esplanade, and the Port of Calcutta, 10,703 persons were convicted of 
offences under the Penal Code during the year. 

Fifty-eight false cases were brought in the Town and 18 in the Suburbs, 

against 43 ami 18, the corresponding figures for 
1 also cases. I'liii ty prosocutioiis for brining false 

complaints were instituted in the Town, and in 16 cases convictions were 
obtained. In four of these cases the offenders were sentenced to imprisonment, 
and in 12 they were fined. . ]3e.side8 these, compensation was granted in 20 
other cases under section 552, Code of Criminal Procedure. In the Suburbs 
prosecutions were instituted in 13 cases, and in two cases the offenders were 
sentenced to imprisonment,, and in two were fined. In no case in the Suburbs 
was compensation granted, ’ Tho Lieutenant-Governor hopes that Magistrates 
will not overlook the power of granting compensation for vexatious prosecution 
conferred on them by tho provisions of tlio now section 560 (1) (jf the Indian 
Penal Code. 

Tho value of property stolen in the l^own and Suburbs during the year 
_ , , , was Its. 1,17,901, of which Rs. 68,4t45, or .$8*05 

roiK'rtystoenan rccovercc. per cont., was recovcrod. This percentage, in Spite 

of a falling off in the Suburbs, due to ono or two large undetected burglaries 
and thefts, is higher than in any preceding year. In the Town alone the 
percentage was 63*56, again8t,^56'17 in 1890 and 49*02 in 1889. 

In the Town there were seven unimportant cases connected with coins, 
_ in which eight persons were arrested and seven 
ogniKa e o encos. own. convicted, and one case connected with stamps, in 

which two stamp vendors were fined Rs. 500 each for selling used court-fee 
stamps. There was oue case of murder by poison, in which five coolies of the 
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Chaniar caste were poisoned, of whom three died and two recovered. The 
poison used was aconite, and was administered by two other members of the 
caste, who were arrested and put on their trial. The evidence against them 
was not, however, altogether trustworthy, and the jury, under direction of 
the Judge, acquitted them. There were three other true cases of murder, 
and one false case, due to a false confession of murder made by a man of 
unsound mind. In two cases the accused were convicted; in the third the jury 
returned an inexplicable verdict of not guilty. There were three cases of 
culpable homicide not amounting to murder, in two of which the accused were 
convicted. In the third case the accused is still at largo. There was one case 
of alleged rape, in which, however, there was no evidence of any more serious 
offence than indecent assault, and the accused was discharged. 'J\venty-fivo 
cases of grievous hurt occurred and two of administering stupefying drugs. In 
one of the latter cases the victim died, and the accused would probably have 
been convicted of murder but that no poison could be traced. Tlurty-six cases 
of hurt by dangerous weapons wore reported, and 22 cases of kidnwpping, but 
only one case of theft of ornaments from a child, 'fhe Lieutonant-CTOvernor is 
glad to notice that 451 children wearing ornaments, who wore lost in the streets 
during the year in the town and suburbs, were restored to their parents with 
tluiir ornaments intact. There were eight cases of causing death by a rash and 
negligent act, and five of robbery. The true cases of burglary and lurking 
house-tri;spass numbered 100, against 154 and 179 in the years 1890 and 1889, 
and tlio number of cases detected was 79, against 87 and 109 in the same two 
years. The number of thefts foil from 1,855 in 1889 and 1,549 in 1890 to 
1,495 in 1891 ; of these, 815 egses w^re detected. There were 343 cases of 
broach of trust, including tliefts by carters and boatmen ; 530 persons w'ero put 
on their trial for offences under the Gambling Act ; and there were 2,849 cases 
and 2,534 cimvictions under the Hackney Carriage Act. The number of 
persons arrested for cruelty to animals was 6,833. and of these 0,521, or over 
95 per cent., were convicted. 

Tho total number of oifonc' s under the Penal Code and under Special and 
^ • II rp Local Laws, respectively, was 5,357 and 14,820, 

against 4,554 and 17,461, the corrcsponduig figures 


against 4,554 anc 


corresponding figures 


for 1890. Those figures include ono case of an offcnco against tho State under 
sections 124A and 500, Indian Penal Code, three cases of forgery, nine of 
extortion, two important cases of cheating, and the celebrated case of criminal 
breacli of trust known as the “ Imperial Diamond Case.” Tho first and last of 
tlioso alone call for speciial remark. The (!aso under sections 124A and 500, 
Indian Penal Code, was brought by Oovernmont against the bangabasi nows- 
papm' for publishing defamatory and seditious articles. Tlie charge undi'r 
section 500 was abandoned at tno trial before tho High Court, and in tho end 
the special jury, by whom tho case was tried, were unable to agree in tlieir 
verdict. A new trial was ordered, but the accused having expressed contrition, 
a mile prosequi was entered, and they were discliarged. In the Imperial Dia- 
mond Case, Mr. A. M. Jacob, a well-known diamond merchant, was charged by 
His Highness tho Nizam of Hyderabad with criminal broach of trust in respect 
of 23 lakhs of rupees. He was finally acquitted at the Sessions. 

There wore altogether 8,237 cases, against 8,155 in 1890. There were 
, o, a 1 . I seven cases of murder, •two of attempted murder, 
and two of culpable homicide, 'iho number of 
burglaries was 132, in 68 of which detection followed, and of thefts 403, of 
which 203 were detected. The most important case which occurred during 


tho year was that known as the Shanibazar riot case. In this case a rumour 
that tho purchase of some land by a Hindu would result in tho removal of a 
temporary building used as a mosque, Jed to an unprovoked attack on the police 
by certain Muhammadans of the Shanibazar quarter. The police wore armed 
only with batons. Ono police constable was killed, and 18 members of the 
police force were so severely injured as to be incapacitated from duty, while 6 1 
others received alight injuries; while of the riotdrs, ono was fatally injured, 
and some 50 more wounded more or loss severely. The results of tho trial 
of tho offenders were unsatisfactory in tho extreme. The rioters were put on 
their trial in three batches. In the first trial, several of tho prisoners were 
convictoil. in the second, all were acquitted, tho evidence as to identity being 
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somewhat faulty. In the third case, in which the prisoners were almost exclu* 
sively men who were wounded in tho melee, and sent direct from the spot to 
the hospital, and never lost sight of, and as to the guilt of the great majority 
of whom no unprejudiced person could entertain a doubt, the jury returned a 
verdict of acquittal, which the Judge accepted, not thinking it advisable to 
refer the case to the High Court. One result of tho riot has been that tho, 
police havo been armed with more efficient weapons, in case such an emergency 
should occur again. 

There were 3,G19 cases, against 4,496 in 1890. 
There was one case of forgerv and three cases of 
extortion, but no case that calls for special remark. 
There were 66 cases of suicide during the year, of which 48 occurred in 

tho Town and 18 in tho Suburbs ; 24 of these 
suicides were by hanging and 23 by opium-poison- 
ing. The number of accidental deaths during the year was 308, against 301 
in 1890 : of these, 36 were those of persons run over by vehicles. Only two 
fatal cases occurred, in which there was evidence of negligence or rashness 
on the part of the driver. Ninety-nine persons were prosecuted for rash and 
furious driving, and 91 were convicted. 

Forty-one vagrants were admitted into the Government Workhouse during 

the year, and 5 were in the Workhouse at the close 
of 1890, making a total of 46. Of these, 25 were 
discharged on ol^taining employment, seven were 
released under the first clause of section 16 of the Act, five absconded, two 
obtained perniision to leave tho Workhouse temporarily and failed to return, 
one was imprisoned, one absconded from the ship in which ho was to havo 
boon deported, and four remained in the Workhouse at tho close of the year. 
During 1890 no inmates of the Workhouse absconded, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor regrets to notice the falling off in this respect. Tho total expendi- 
ture incurred by Government in working tho Act was Es. 3,725. Sixty-nine 
seamen, who found refuge in the Alms House, were all shipped during the year. 

The steam fire-engines of tho Fire-Brigade were in attendance at 26 fires 

during the year, against 47 in 1890, and the 
manual engines kept at the out-stations rendered 
assistance at 23 other small fires. Tho only serious 
fire during the year was on the American ship Kenilworth in tho Port ; this fire 
was not got under for 4^ hours, and the loss was estimated at Rs. 1,70,000. 
There were no fires during the year in jute mills or presses. Nono of the fires 
was attended with loss of life. 

The total strength of the force was 2,873, as shown on the margin. This 

x-. X- . xt. T. 1 - X. an increase of 13 over the numbers of last year, 

ons I u ion o o o ico orce. increase being due to the entertainment of a 

Court Sub»Inspcctor and 12 special constables. 
The total cost of tho force was Rs. 6,22,254, 
against Rs. 6,14,634 in 1890. Tho increase is 
principally due to the payment of heavy law 
charges from tho police grant. The pay in the 
two lowest grades of officers having been found 
insufficient to attract educated and respectable men 
to the ranks in the hope of promotion, was raised 
during the year from Rs. 10 and Rs. 12 to Rs. 12 

andRs. 16 . " ’ 

The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to notice a farther decrease in the 

... X ,nv number of adjourned cases. These fell from 422 

Adjournment of Police case,. ^ jggg Jg^g jgg^j ^ 

these, 226 cases were disposed of at the second hearing. 

The total number of persons reported to have been killed by wild animals 

in 1891 IS 1,584, against 1,301 in 1860 ; the increase 
being shared by aU the divisions except Bhdgalpsir 
and Chota Nagpur. 

The number of^ deaths caused by tigers rose from 350 to 492, Of these, 
the Lohardaga district of the Chota Nagpur Division is responsible for no less 
than 163, and the neighbouring district of Haz^ribdgh for 42. This mortality 


rirc-Brigade Act, IV (B.C.) of 
1883. 


SiipeTintendcntB ••• 
Inspectors ... ... 

Sub-Inspectors 
European Sergeants 
Constables 
Darogas 
Sergeants 
Corporals 
Special Constables 
Constables 
Mounted Police 


and 


8 
50 
7 

62 
n 

78 

163. 

51 * 

2,431 

22 


Dcstruetioi by and of noxious 
wild animals and venomous snakes. 



1891.92.1 


POLICE. 


51 


is reported to be due to a family of man-eating tigers which haunt the neigh- 
bourhood of Tandwa in Hazdribagh. Every effort has been made to secure the 
destruction of the animals, but the Commissioner reports that the repeated 
attempts of local shikaris, encouraged by the offer of a reward of Rs. 300 for 
each tiger, and expeditions undertaken by European sportsmen have been alike 
unsuccessful. A reward of Rs. 100 has now been offered for every tiger killed 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Tandwa, and a reward of Rs. 200 for 
any tiger destroyed over a human kill. In Gaya, in the Patna Division, man- 
eating tigers caused the deaths of 51 persons; special reward^ have been offered, 
but so far without effect. The 24-Parganaa and Mymonsingh districts of the 
Presidency and Dacca Divisions show 28 and 35 deaths from tigers, against 
13 and 10, respectively, in 1890, and in Chittagong a man-eating tiger, which 
has been giving trouble since 1887 and’ is still at large, caused 30 deaths, against 
12 in 1890. 

The number of persons killed by leopards was 179, comparod with 71 in 
1890; the increase being duo to tho extraordinary ravages of a man-eating 
leopard in Uajshahi, which caused no less than 96 deaths. A reward of Hs. 100 
was offered for the destruction of this brute, and it has been shot since the close 
of tho year. 

Deaths caused by wolves and hyenas increased from 74 to 103, tho increase 
being due to the mischief done by wolves in Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga in 
tho Patna Division, where they caused 15 . and 33 deaths, respectively, against 
3 and 18 in 1890, Seven hundred and sixty-five deaths were attributed to 
other animals, against 736 in 1890. For the majority of these jackals and 
crocodiles are responsible. , 

During the year 1891, 21,657 head of cattle are reported to have been 
killed by wild animals, against 21,610- in the year 1890. The chief increase is 
in the Chota Nagpur Division, where the number of cattle lost rose from 6,090 
to 8,-507, owing to tho greater destruction caused by tigers in Lobardaga and 
Singhbhum, and by wolves, hyenas, and “other animals” in Manbhum and 
Singhbhum. In the latter two districts the number of cattle killed was 1,544 
and 1,500, against 245 and 328 in 1890. The increase may bo supposed to be 
rather in the number of cases reported than in tho number of cases occurring. 
In Lohardaga, tigers killed 2,728 head of cattle out of a total of 7,204 for 
tho whole Province. In the Patna Division the number of cattle destroyed 
rose from 592 to 760, the increase being duo to the greater destruction caused 
by every class of animal, except bears, in the Gaya district. 

In tho Rajshahi Division the number of cattle destroyed fell from 6,982 
to 5,503, the decrease being in the loss attributed tor tigers and leopards, the 
destru(5tion caused by wolves and hyenas having largely increased. In tho 
Presidency Division, the loss of cattle fell from 2,283 head to 1,772, tho 
decrease being entirely due to the smaller amount of damage done by leopards 
in Nadia. The number of cattle reported as destroyed by bears in tho whole 
Province is onl^ 33, against 258 in 1890. As these animals do not usually 
prey on cattle, it is probable that tho smaller figure is nearer the truth. 

Tho total number of wild animals killed fell from 6,807 in 1889 and 5,311 
in 1890 to 4,882 in tho year under review. Two hundred and thirty-nine 
tigers were destroyed and 838 leopards, against 275 and 892, respectively, in 
tho previous year. Tho only noticeable decroasS in tigers killed is in the 
Rajshahi and Dacca Divisions, where the number fell fi^m 75 and 73 to 39 
and 34, respectively. In the Presidency, Chittagong, and Bhigalpur Divisions, 
the number off tigers destroyed amounted to 38, 40, and 17, against 29, 23, 
and 1 in 1890. It is noticeable that in the district of the 24-Farganas, where 
the number of persons and cattle killed by tigers has increased from 13 and 44 
to 28 and 141 respectively, the number of tigers destroyed has also increased 
from 7 to 25, and it would appear that there has been an unexplained incursion 
of these animals into the district during the year. Tho Commissioner of 
Rajshahi and the Magistrate of Monghyr both report a continual decrease in 
the number of wild animals in their respective jurisdictions. 

In the district of Hazdrib^gh, two tigers which had begun to be destruc- 
tive to human life were killed through the endeavours of the Tekait of Gawan, 
and in Mymensingh organized shouting parties are yearly held by wealthy 
zamindars, at which many tigers and leopards are said to bo killed. 

K 2 
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' Durinw tlio year 1891 the total amount paid in rewards for the destruction 
of wild animals was Us. 12,857, against Us. 12,821 in 1890. 

In accordance with tllo views of the Goveriunent of India expressed 
in the Home Department Uesoluiion No. , dated the 15th October 1891, 
the Lieutenant-Governor has, in order to facilitate the payment of rewards, 
authorized all Subdivisional Magistrates to grant such rewards on application 
made to them. 

The number of deaths of human beings and of cattle reported to be due 
to snake-bite fell from 10,483 and 538 in 1890 to 10,031 and 409, respectively, 
in 1891. The decrease in the number of persons killed was distributed among 
all the divisions, with the exception of Patna and Bhdgalpur, and is in most 
cases attributed to the absenco of high floods during the year. In Chota 
Nagpur the heavy mortality is thus explained by the Commissioner: — 

“ The dirty habits of the aborimnos in the interior is in a large degree responsible for 
such mortality from snake-bite. Their villages are generally situated in the vicinity of 
jungles. All sorts of rubbish are heaped round their villages, as well as within their huts, 
and they build their huts so as to admit of no light, thus giving the snakes great facilities 
for making holes, and taking up an abode in their houses.” 

Tlio number of snakes killed during the year was 43,805, and rewards 
amounting to Us. 4,150-12 were paid for their destruction, the corroaponding 
figures for 1890 being 42,555 and Us. 3,652-10. 

In accordance with the orders of tho Government of India, special attention 
has been given to the clearing away of jungle round houses in villages and 
towns. Tlio results cannot be said to have been satisfactory, and it must bo 
admitted that the desire of the people for pfivacy and their clinging to old 
habits is too powerful for any great improvement to be effected in this direc- 
tion. 

Any orders for clearing homesteads of jungle and rank vegetation can from 
the nature of tho case bo applicable to Eastern and Central Bengal and Orissa 
only. In Bihdr there is as a ride little injurious jungle to clear away, and 
snakes do not so much haunt tho jungle as the out-houses and rubbish with 
which all dwellings are suiroundcd. 

The number of licenses issued under the Arms Act in form XI, for the 
purposes of destruction of wild animals or protection of crops, was 824, against 
5,003 in the preceding year. The Burdwan Division, the districts of Nadia, 
Murshidabad, Dinajpur, Bogra, Jalpaiguri, Dacca, Tippera, Cbittugong, Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts, Patna, Muzaflfarpur, Darbhanga, Saran, Sonthal Purganas, 
Cuttack, Singhbhum, and the Gurjat Mabills showed no licenses in this form 
issued during tho year 1891. 

Tho only Government forests which are not open to shikaris are the 
Khurda forests in Orissa and those in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. In all other 
forests all facilities compatible with tho protection of the forests from the danger 
of fire are afforded to sportsmen, subject to the rules which have been passed 
constituting a close season for the protection of game during certain periods of 
the year. 
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The number of oasos pending trial in 1891 before the High Court in its 

original and general jurisdiction was 132. Of these 
120 w«e d«»<Ied, a, 0 ^ lia in 1890. There 
were 187 persons under tnal, of whom 71 were 
aocmitted or discharaed, 101 were convicted, and 15 remained under trial at the 
end of the year. Of the number convicted, 40 were sentenced to death, 18 to 
transportation, 42 to rigorous imprisonment, and 1 to simple imprisonment. 

Inclusive of 73 oases pending at the commencement ox the year, the total 

number of persons who appealed to the High Court, 
Court— and whose cases appeals were preferred by Govern- 

R6vi8i<*nal jHiisaiction* , . ^ i t ^ i 

ment under section 417, Criminal Procedure Code, 
from judgment of acquittal, or j^ferences were made under sections 432 and 
438, or whose cases were dealt with under section 435, was 3,884, as compared 
with 3,622 in 1890. The resultg of these appeals and references are as shown 
below : — 


Appeals or spplioations rejected 1,709 

. Sentences or orders confirmed 983 

Ditto modified 290 

Ditto reversed 670 

Prooeediogs quashed ^ ^ 1 

New trials or further enquiries ordered ^ ^ 97 

N nmh nra of persons whose oases remained undecided ^ 
at the end of the year ... ... ... 134 


Total ... 3,884 


The number of Stipendiary Magistrates in Calcutta and of Sessions Judges 

and District Magistrates outside the Presidency 
(^rti subordinate to High town remained unaltered! The number of Honor- 

ary Magistrates in Calcutta was 98, as against 95 
in 1890. The total number of benches of Honorary Mapstrates inclusive 
of those in Calcutta was 220 as agamst 219 in the mecediug year, and the 
numW of Magistrates of each class at the close of the years 1890 and 1891, 
respectively, was as follows: — 



1890. 

1891. 

• 

Galoutto. 

• 

Outside 

1 Oolontta. 

• 

Calcutta. 

Outside 

Calcutta. 

Stipendiary ... 

1 

1 

2 

396 

1 

2 

391 

Honoraiy ... 

95 

1,889 

98 

2,028 


Of the Stipendiary Magistrates outride Calcutta, 266 exercised the powers 
of a Magistrate of the Ist class, 61 of the 2nd class, and 64 of the 3rd class, as 
compart with 271, 45, and 80 respectively employed at the close of 1890. 
There was an addition to the 8ta.ff of Honorary Magistrates, but the number 
of remained almost the same. 
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Tho total number of cases before the Sessions Courts in their original 

criminal jmisdiction was 1,706, of which 1,677 were 
iuriBdi^on”* decided, as against 1,518 in 1890. There were 

3,822 persons under trial, against 3,250 in 1890. Of 
these 10 died, escaped, or had their cases transferred, 1,353 were aajuitted or 
discharged, 1,807 were convicted, 80 wore committed or had their cases referred , 
to tho High Court under sections 307 and 374, Criminal Procedure Code, and 
560 remained under trial at tho close of the year. Of tho persons convicted, 
230 were sejitenced to transportation, 1,491 to imprisomnent, and the rest to 
whipping or to pay hues. 

The districts in which trials by jury were held and the offences which 

were so triable remained as in previous years. The 
number of sucli trials during 1891 was 290, as 
compared •with 285 in the preceding year. Of the cases so tried during tho year, 
the Sessions Judge approved of the verdict of tho jury in 240 cases, and dis- 
approved of it wliolly in 33 cases and ]iartly in 17 cases. In 20 cases in which 
tho Sessions Judge disagreed, references were made to the High Court. All of 
these references Avoro heard and determined with the result that in half tho number 
tho verdict of tho jury was reversed, and in tho remaining Irnlf it was uphold. 

The total number of cases for disposal on tho appellate and revisional side 

of the Courts was 10,310, of which 9,635 were 
juriXluoii!^ Sc»sions— Appellate Jeeided, as agsiinst 9,284 in 1890. The number of 

appellants and applicants, including those whose 
cases were ponding at the commencement of the year, was 16,132, as compared 
with 15,138 in 1890. Of these the appeals apd applications of 6,022 persons 
wore rejected. The original sentences and orders were confirmed regarding 
5,816 persons, modified I'ogarding 1,445, .and reversed regarding 2,352 persons, 
while in tho cases of 503 persons new trial or further enquiry was ordered. 
Proceedings in tho cases of 3 persons were quashed. Tho cases of 412 persons 
wore referred to tho High Court for revision. Tho number of persons whose 
cases wore disposed of was 16,553. The cases of 797 persons remained pending 
at the end of the year, and of 169 persons were shown under tho head “ Died, 
escaped or transferred.” 

Tho total number of cases brought to trial in the Courts of various Magis- 

_ ^ , X trates in Bengal, excluding the Courts of the Presi- 

0 so agisracs. dcncy Magistrates, was 153,158, and tho number 
decided was 153,697, against 143,973 in 1890. As in previous years, benches 
of Magistrates and Honorary Magistrates sitting singly assisted materially in 
disposing of tho extra work by dealing with 46,420 cases, as compared with 
40,748 in the preceding year. The number of persons who wore concerned in 
the above cases and the results of the trials are shown below: — 

Number of persons undor trial ... ... ... 215,361 

Ditto acquitted or discharged ... ... 75,203 

Ditto convicteil ... ... ... 131,170 

Ditto committed or referred ... ... 3,422 

Ditto •who died, escaped or were transferred ... 264 

Ditto remaining undor trial at tho end of the year 5,302 


The percentage of convictions was 63'5, as against 63*3 in 1890, 

Tho following statement furnishes details as to tho sentences passed by 
Magistrates in tho districts outside tho Presidency to'wn: — 


Fine 

Whipping 
Imprisonment . . . 


With imprisonment ... ... 4,086 

Without ditto ' ... ... .96,246 

Sole punishment ... ... 1,194 

Additional ditto ... ... 127 

lligorous ... 26,438 

Simple ... ... 775 


The sentences of imprisonment passed may 

Not exceeding 15 days 
Ditto ' 6 months 
IMtto 2 yearn 

Exceeding 2 years 


bo thus classified : — 


... 4,909. 

... 16,832 
... 6,349 


Sixty-three juveniles were sentenoed to detention in a refonnakury echool, as 
against 98 in 1890, 



M91.92.] 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 


55 


There were 36,496 cases brought to trial before the Courts of the Presidency 
„ , T. -1 . Magistrates during the year, of wliich 36,491 were 

trate^^ * ”” **** decided, as against 34,981 in 1890. Stipendiary 

Magistrates decided 27,324 cases, Presidency Magis- 
trates sitting singly 8,627, and benches of Magistrates disposed of 640 cases. 

, The number of persons under trial before the Presidency Magistrates during 
the year was 49,841, as compared with 46,501 in the previous year. Of the 
persons under trial, 7,448 were either awjuitted or discharged, 42,333 were 
convicted, 15 died, escaped, or had their cases transferred to other Courts, and 
45 were committed to the Sessions. The percentage of convictions was 85*0 of 
the persons whoso cases were decided. Of those convicted, 1,265 persons were 
sentenced to imprisonment, 74 to whipping, and 39,146 to pay fines. Twelve of 
those sentenced to fine, and one ot those sentenced to whipping, were so 
sentenced in addition to other punishment ; and of the 1,265 persons sentenced 
to imprisonment, the sentence was, in the case of 11 juveniles, commuted to 
detention in a reformatory school. In addition to the 1,456 jiorsons shown as 
sentenced to imprisonment, 14 persons were imprisoned for terms not exceeding 
one year on failuin to furnish security for good behaviour. 

During the year, 124 European British subjects concerned in 108 cases 

were brought to trial in the crimiiuil Courts, as 
BiSiah mbfecu ^**™^*^° comparod with 214 in 155 cases in 1890, and of 

these 73 were convicted and 50 acquitted, while 
tho case of one person remained ponding at the close of the year. Of the 107 
cases decided, 102 wore tried Uy European Magistrates and Judges and 5 by 
Native Magistrates. As in previous years, the most numerous trials were held 
in Chittagong, where 46 Europeiii British subjects were tried, and in Darjeeling, 
where 24 were tried. 

Tho offenees with ■which European British subjects were commonly charged 
wore breaches of local and special laws (under which 52 persons were charged 
in 10 districts) and criminal force and assault (under which 33 persons wore 
charged in 11 districts, Darjeeling contributing 9 and Chitta^jong and Saran 
7 each). Besides those, 6 persons wore tried for criminal intimidation, insult 
or annoyance, and 4 were tried for offences affecting life. None of the persons 
tried during tho year claimed a mixed jury, or a trial by assessors of special 
nationalities. 

Tlie number of witnesses examined in the different Courts during tho year 
„ was 499,722, as against 451,982 in 1890. Of this 

I nesses. number, 485,501 were examined by Magistrates, 

13,775 by Courts of Sessions, and 446 by the High Cqurt. 

The number of persons whipped under judicial orders was 1,424, as 
^ compared with 1,250 in tho preceding year. The 

figures for the four preceding years are given 

below : — 


Statistici of offonceg and offend. The statistics of offepces and offenders are fully 

««. discussed in the Chapters on Police and Prisons. 

The following statement shows the total number of persons who were under 
Criminal Jus%e, Sonthal Par- trial during the year in tho criminal Courts of the 
ganaa. Sonthal Parganas and tho result of the trials ; — 

Total number of persons imder trial ... ... 6,026 

Ditto ditto convicted ... ... 2,876 

Ditto ditto discharged or acquitted ... 3,237 

Ditto ditto committed or referred ... ... 108 

Ditto ditto who died, esoaped or were transferred 11 

Fending for trial at the end of the year .... . . • 394 

Of the 2,876 persons convicted, 717 were sentenced to imprisonment, 2,020 
to pay fines, and the remainder to wliipping or to furnish security for good 
behaviour or to keep the peace. 

K 4 
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The results of the appeals preferred and of the applications for revision 
made ore shown below 


Appeals or applications rejected ... ... 24 

Sentence or order confirmed ... ... 297 

Ditto modified ... ... ... 44 

Ditto reversed ... ... ... 20 

Be-trial ordered ... „. ... 88 

Boferred for revision to the High Court ... 19 

Bomaining at the end of the year ... ... 22 
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The total number of all classes of prisoners in jails and subsidiary jails, 

Prison population. together with corresponding fipres for the previous 

^ nine years, is shown in the following table : — 



1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1880. 

1887. j 

1888. 

1889. 

1800. 

1801. 

Numbnr of prifinnora of all 
clasaea in ]ails anil HiibKi- 
diaryjailH on tho last day 

of proviuiiB yoar 

Total niimbur admitted dur- 
ing the year 

16.307 

16.693 

14,718 

16,354 

15,076 

14.620 

13,210 

13.086 

16.048 

15,2U» 

77,981 

74.643 

80.862 

80.863 

77,000 

76,664 

81,136 

84,630 

80,059 

87.02S 

Total 

9*^848 

90,2:18 

08,670 

96,207 

03.042 

00,293 

94,:uo 

08,624 

06,007 

103,136 

Total discharged 

78,763 

76,620 

80,210 

81,131 

73,413 

77,083 

80,361 

83, 

80,800 

86,646 

Balance at the end of the 
year 

16.695 

14.718 

16,354 

16.070 

14.620 

13.210 

13.086 

15,048 

16,207 

16.680 

Daily average of all classes ... 

10,165 

15,020 

1^101 

16.177 

14,806 

12,250 

13,731 

15,020 

14,777 

16,916 


• Two prifionorH (ono convict and one undpr*trial) who remniiv^ on the aist December 1S90 at the Dnm>Dum Rubsidiary jail, and 
two cemvietH who were coullncd at the Rajmahal Mo^iittrate’a lUijat on the Slut Deoendier IbUO, beforo it wan converted Into u subsi- 
diary jail, were not accounted Cur in the (itatuitir .4 fur 18iKh 


The number of admissions during the year was larger than in any other 
of the past ten years, while the number of prisoners remaining in custody at 
the end of the year was larger than in any year since 1880. The increase in 
admissions is spread equally over under-trial prisoners, convicts, and civil pri- 
soners. No satisfactory explanation of this increase has been furnished: there 
was on the whole no greater scarcity in 1891 than in 1890, and there is no 
reason to suppose that police activity was greater than in previous years. 

Of the total daily average of 14,449 convicts, 63 40 per cent, were con- 
fined in central jails, 44*29 in district jails, and 2*31 per cent, in subsidiary 
jails. The daily average number of convicts in central jails was 7,716, against 
7,313 in 1890, and those jails were kept absolutely full throughout tho year. 

The following table compares the releases undo/ the various beads with 
the figures for the six previous years : — 


Released on expiry of sentence 
„ on appeal 

„ under remission rules 

„ on medical grounds 

,, on other grounds ... 


1885. 

1880. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

I 

1891. 

27.379 

27.126 

21,328 

26,452 

28.754 

28,464 

28,873 

1,760 

1,846 

1.903 

1.980 

1,942 

2,038 

2,120 

1,606 

1,673 

1,017' 

1,352 

1,676 

1,022 

1,601 

22 

26 

28 

33 

37 

39 

106 

76 

27 

6,48 <i 

88 

2 

9 

9 


During the year the orders of Governnicut regarding the release of 
moribund prisoners have been brought into effect, and the number of releases 
in such caseq rose from 39 in 18W to 105 in 1891. A now rule has since 
been added to the Jail Code, by which moribund prisoners, who have not been 
sentenced to imprisonment for a period exceeding seven years for any very 
heinous crime or series of crimes, may, when they have friends who will be 
responsible for their safe keeping, be released on the order of tho Magistrate 
of the district, if the unexpired portion of their sentence does not exceed 
six mouths, and in other cases on the orders of Government. It has been 
clearly explained that the change in the rule has been made not with a view 
to prevent the jail mortality from being unduly swelled, but from motives of 
humanity, that the prisoner may have the consolation of dying at home. The 
former rule on this point was that such releases could only be made where the 
release of the prisoner was reasonably likoly to save his life. 
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The number of transportations from Bengal to the Andamans fell from 157 in 
1890 to 90, of whom only 7 were females, during the year under review. There 
were 37 executions during the year, compared with 26 of 1890 and 17 in 1889. 

The total number of Burman convicts confined in the Bengal jails at the 
close of the year was 387, against 470 remaining at the close of 1890. There 
were 9 deaths among these convicts, against 15 in the preceding year. , 
Ninety-two were despatched to Ilangocm and four were discharged locally, 
while 22 wore received, against 20 in 1890. The number of offences committed 
by Burman prisoners was (599, as compared with 953 in the previous year, and 
the number of offences connected with work fell from 452 to 251. This is 
accounted for by the promotion of a larger proportion of the convicts to be 
convict warders. 

Of the 34,814 convicts admitted direct into jail, 19,872 or 57’08 per. cent, 
were Hindus, 13,535 or 38*88 per cent, were Muhammadans, and 299 or *86 
per cent, were Christians, the balance being aboriginals, Buddhists and Jains. 
The number of juveniles under 16 years of age admitted to jail was 371 or 
1*06 per cent, of total admissions, as compared with 374 or 1*14 per cent, in 
1890. The number of prisoners previously engaged in agricultural pursuits 
rose from 19,021 or 60*47 per cent, in 1890 to 21,282 or 63*44 per cent, in 
1801. The number of female convicts admitted direct to jail was 1,265, as 
compared with 1,431 and 1,503 in 1890 and 1889 respectively. 

The number of re-convicted prisont'vs admitted into jail was 3,226 or 
9*26 per cent, of the total number, against 3,331 or 12 per cent, in 1890. Of 
these, 2,305 had one previous conviction, 558 two previous convictions, and 363 
more than two previous convictions. During^ tho year the organization of the 
anthropometric system for tho identification of habitual offenders, which has 
been made over to the Police Department, made considorablo progress, and all 
the important criminals in the central jails have already been measured. Tho 
number of person-s sent to jail in default of giving security for good behaviour 
rose from 1,303 to 1,448. 

A steady increase in tho proportion of prisoners with short sentences has 
been noticed for some years; of 15,429 convicts confined in the jails on tho 
31st of Dccombcr 1891, 7,993 or 51*8 per cent, had sentences not exceeding 
one year, as compared with 6,679 or 47*6 per cent, in 1890. Last year it was 
noticed that in many cases simple imprisonment was ordered where the proper 
punishment would have boon rigorous impri.sonment ; and during the year 
under review, while the fotal number of sentences increased by neax*ly 2,000, 
sentences of simple imprisonment fell from 2,557 to 2,472. Attention has 
been drawn to tho very, small number of sentences of rigorous imprisonment 
with solitary coiifincmont, viz., 56 against 30 in 1890. The cells appear to be 
used almost solely for the purposes of jail punishment, and hardly ever as a 
part of a sentence. In other provinces this form of punishment is freely used 
in criminal courts, and there is no reason why it should be otherwise in Bengal. 
The number of sentences of imprisonment with whipping rose from 90 in 1890 
to 95 in 1891. The number of convicts whipped under judicial sentences rose 
from 1,329 to 1,528, while the number of boys under 16 ordered by judicial 
courts to be whipped fell from 500 to 458. 

'I'he number of under-trial prisoners admitted during the year was 
30,304, and there wore IjOOO prisoners under trial at the close of the year 
1890, against 1,089 at the end of 1891. Of those, 15,036 or 49*6 percent, 
were finally convicted. Tho number of admissions was greater than in any of 
the preceding ten years. There were 33 escapes during the year .among under- 
trial prisoners. (If these, one was from the intermediate jail at Malda, and 
tho rest from subsidiary jails. Of the escaped prisoners, nine remained 
uncaptured at tho end of the year. 

The average period of detention in Sessions cases for the whole Province 
was 49 96 days, as compared with 45*88 days in 1890. Of the 16 districts with 
the worst average in this respect, all but two are under a Judge who also holds 
Sessions in another district. ‘ The average detention in cates before Magistrates 
fell from 13*28 days in 1890 to 11*96 days in 1891. 

There were 73 civil prisoners in confinement on the last day of 1890, and 
the number of admissions during 1891 was 1,089, against 969 in 1890. Of the 
total number, 15 were transferred, 1,074 were released, and 2 died of cholera. 
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Three Lushai chiefs sent down by the Assam Government were received 
in the Haz^ribdgh Jail, Two of these men committed suicide by hanging 
themselves with ropes made from their clothing. The remaining chief was in 
jail at the close of the year, and was in good health. Twenty-one prisoners 
from Manipur passed through the Alipore Jail on tlieir way to the Andamans. 

The total expenditure during the year was Rs. 2,03,705, of which 

Jailbuildin B ^ were spent on original major works. 

In future years the Inspector-General will receive 
a fixed grant for original works, which has been fixed at Rs. 1,00,000 for tho 
year 1892. Within these limits tho selection of the most urgent among the 
works which have received administrative sanction will bo made by the Inspec- 
tor-General at his discretion. Tho subject of jail buildings is one to which 
great attention has been paid during tho year. There has been some unneces- 
sary expenditure on jail construction in liengal, and especially in .subsidiary 
jails, due to the prevalent conviction that all jail buildings must be of masonry 
work. For the subsidiary jails, which on an average contain four convicts and 
six under-trial ])risonors, the cost of construction on tho standard plan has beou 
from Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 20,000 apiece, and tho expenditure during the past 
year was Rs. 64,272. Not only are the surrounding walls and the sleeping 
barrack high and of masonry, but tho very workshed under which the oil-mill 
stands, the sheds for warciers, and even their cooking sheds must also be of 
masonry work. Expenditure has thus increased through the mistaken belief 
that it is cheaper to build with Jjrick and avoid subsequent repairs, whereas iu 
fact the mere interest on tho cost of a pucka building is often equal to the 
whole cost of a cutclia one, and in all cases exceeds tho cost of the annual repairs 
to the latter. In these respects tne Government has spared no effort to intro- 
duce a more economical spirit. 

The total strength of the warder-guard now stands at 1,607 men of all 

grades. The system by which a small monthly 
^ *' sum is deducted as security from tho salary of eacn 

warder wgs continued during the year, and is reported to have an excellent 
effect on the men. Tho new organization by which every warder on fir.st 
appointment in tho department has to serve in a central jail, was worked 
throughout the year with success, and it is reported that this arrangement 
has improved, and will, in future, very materially improve the discipline and 
efficiency of the warder guard. The loss of efficiency iu the guards of cexitral 
jails which might bo expected to result from this system has, as far as possible, 
been avoided by keeping the best warders of the higher grades at the central 
jails, and by insisting that before admission to the permanent establishment at 
a central jail, every warder shall have undergone a period of training and 
probation as an apprentice on subsistence allowance in a district jail. 

There were 21 escapes of convicts, as compared with 13 in 1890. Of these, 

two were from central jails, seven from district 
jails, four from intermediate jails, and eight from 
the 21 wore recaptured during the year, besides 
four who had escaped in previous years. These figures in connection with the 
daily average convict population of jails and subsidiary jails are thus compared 
with the figures of other provinces 


Escapes. 

ii 

subsidiary jails. Fifteen of 


• 

1SS9. 

• 

1800. 

1891. 

Pbotincb. 

Conrict 

popnlatioD. 

Escapes. 

Convict 

population. 

Escapes. 

Convict. 

popalation. 

Escapes. 

Bengal 

13.60] 

11 

13,447 

13 

14,449 

21 

Assam 

If orth-Westeni Provinces 

1,376 

30 

1,327 

20 

27 

1,318 

36,126 

31 

wad Oudli 

33.364 

13 

23,493 . 

20 

••• 

Bombay 

13,343 

6,969 

26 

43 

11,843 

7.018 

10 

14 

11.646 

6.970 

18 

28 

BTadMui *«• 

7,419 

40 

7.964 

33 

1 8.681 

46 

Bmmia 

8,614 

3 

10,861 

4 

11,064 

32 

Central Ph>Tinoea 


4 

4,366 

16 

4p451 

14 
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Tho number of offences committed by prisoners was 26,459, against 25,700 

in 1890. The ratio of punishments to the daily 


Prison discipline. 


average jail population fell from 191*1 per cent, 
in 1890 to 183*1 in the year under review. The following table gives the 
statistics of punishments during the past seven years 



1 


By Jail OrncESS. 




8 S ...55 









per cent of 
pnnishmi 
dal nnmbei 
other pun 
B inflicted 
prisoners. 

Yeas. 

O 

Solitary 

couiiiio- 


Solitary 

confine- 

Corporal All oUierj 

J 

tatio per cent, 
punishments 1 
average num 
prisoners. 



Reduced, meut with 

punish- 

puniHh- 



Bj Cri 

ment. 

diet.* 

reduced. 

diet. 

ment. 

menta. 

o 

H 

Ratio ; 
pond 
to tc 
all 
menti 
male 

1885 ... 

71 

3,333 

2p48d 

472 

847 

42,081 

48,790 

354*65 

0*73 

1886 ... 

44 

2,504 

1.015 

499 

396 

36,046 

40,504 

299*93 

1*01 

1887 .. 

44 

1,599 

609 

251 

266 

S8,r)06 

35,824 

32841 

0-76 

ms ... 

29 

1,295 

525 

362 

246 

26,608 

29,054 

234*71 

0*86 

J889 ... 

40 

1.276 

563 

318 

272 

22,641 

26,110 

18475 

112 

1890 .. 

28 

1,270 

430 

134 

259 

23.676 

25,097 

191*10 

1*04 

1891 ... 


1,276 

738 

168 

291 

23,946 

26,456 

183*10 

1*13 


* Including convietti put on penal diet. 


The total number of prisoners employed during the year as convict ofBcers 
was 1,986, and the ratio per cent, of the average number of prisoners so 
employed was 5 80 for males and 0*37 for females. The number of convict 
officers punished was 1,680, as compared with 1,629. Out of 1,661 prisoners 
released during the year, who were on the mark system, only nine failed to 
gain remission under it. 

The gross expenditure of the Department 
Expenditure. for the last ten years is shown in the lollowing 

table : — 


■* ^ 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1SS5. 

1 

1886. 

mM 

1888, 

1689. 

1890. 

1891, 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Rs. 

General aupervialon 


46.!»66 

47.018 

48,207 

49,236 

49,198 

50,351 

40,344 

49,890 

46,620 

Dieting pnaoners ■ • 
JilMtablisnmeut (ex- 

S,4iej38 

3,10,649 

3,57.613 

8,65.386 

8,S4,UH7 

2,44,730 

*2,95,080 

3^89,360 

3,54^857 

3,63,600 

eluding (ho police) 

4,25,611 

4, .54, 276 

4,36,153 

4. 42, MW 

4,07,419 

4,60, 88-1 

4,05,668 

4,61,440 

4,40,777 

4,47.212 

Ifuanitiil chargofl ... 

42.2>.9 

4t).947 

;w,237 

4!I,K8.1 

-«42,8iW 

SO.OllH 

40,930 

60,825 

47,706 

49,156 

nothing 

Miseollnneous con- 

01,486 

50,422 

58,614 

60,744 

60.051 

4'4,272 

68,364 

70,098 

64^257 

55,836 

tingoncieH 

Petty count ruction 

68,215 

95,020 

90,301 

1.03.226 

1,02.139 

96,855 

1,38,092 

1,411, 911 

1,47,721 

1,06,700 

and revaira 

21.440 

19,484 

21,716 

27.717 

28.R$3 

27,834 

26.642 

22,068 

29,003 

81.000 

Police 

30,240 

»,701 

... 


• 1,228 



Stationery 

2,068 

1,481 

4,740 

8S9 

'i.802 

1.805 

1,403 

1321 

1,440 

1,215 

Mt’dical Hton'41 

5.915 

5,000 

7,645 

6,252 

6,869 

5,380 

2,848 

2,620 

1,245 

Total ... 

10,36,212 

10,;t2,095 

10.66,490 

11.16,428 

10,03,361 

9,68,033 

10,68.101 

11.91,149 

11,27,827 

11,65,669 

Daily average popu- 
lation of all olaaaeH 

16.155 

15,026 

15,101 

16.170 

14,806 

12.260 

18.731 

16,026 

H777 

16,915 

Average expenditure 

Be. A. r. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. V. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. F. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. r. 

A. F. 

BiB. a. p. 

Rs. A. P. 

pf 5 r pnoonor 

64 2 3 

68 11 7 

69 15 4 

73 9 0 

73 13 6 

79 0 4 

77 18 8 

n 4 k 

76 6 8 

78 a 9 

Public Works De- 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Bs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Si. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

partmenr. ... 

10,10,781 

5,07.718 

1,09,739 

60,657 

92,804 

1.88,863 

2.40,844 

a,>7.U4 

1,50,810 

2,03,706 


Tho increase under diet, hospital charges, clothing, and contingencies is 
accounted for by the increase in jail population. The decrease in the average 
cost per prisoner under all heads, excluding public works, from Rs. 79-4-5 
in 1889 and Rs. 76-6-3 in 1890 to Rs. 73-3-9 in the year^ under review, is 
satisfactory, and the jails have, as a rule, been managed with economy and 
forethought. 
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The average prices paid for the principal articles of diet during the past 

two years are noted on the margini and 
show that by a judicious use of the 
system of buying the bulk of the cereals 
required at the cheapest season of tlie 
year, it has been possible, in a year of 
exceptionally high prices, to keep the 
rates almost down to what they were the 
previous year. The expenditure per pri- 
soner for diet in each jail compared with 
the expenditure of the previous year is 
shown in the following table 



1891. 

1890. 

Kicc 

Rs. A. r. 

3 19 

Bs. A. r. 
2 2 7 

Wheat (flour) ... 

3 1 7 

2 15 4 

Maize 

2 0 0 

1 12 9 

Ddl 

2 7 8 

2 8 4 

Meat 

0 6 7 

6 2 2 

Fish 

0 4 8 

6 11 10 

Salt 

3 12 « 

3 15 2 


JjLlLS. 


Presidency— 
Dtirjeeling .«• 

Nay a Dninka 
Midnaporo ... 
jYliport* 
Afnrshidabad 
l)]iuij;alpur ... 
Pabna 

P n* sitlcncy — jYa 1 1 ve 

... 

M ymeusingh 

Pajslialu 

Champaran .. 

Palamau 

Shahabad 

Dacca 

Siiiglibhum ... 

Noakhali 

Burdwan 

Muzaffarpur 

Darbhanga ... 

Backcrguugo 

•Jalpaiguri ... 

Tippera 

Jc.ssoro ... 

Nadia 


1891. 

1890. 

Jails. 


1891. 


1890. 


Hs. A. 

p. 

JIS. A- 

p. 



Ri). A. 

p. 

Rs. A. 


79 4 

6 

87 13 

0 

Farid pur ... 


20 15 

2 

23 12 

9 

36 2 

4 

36 15 

1 

iinxvLV— Central 


20 14 

6 

21 3 

9 

29 14 

0 

4.. 


ilangpur 

t • • 

20 10 

6 

21 5 

8 

28 1 

1 

28 8 

2 

Kliulna ... 


20 0 

5 

21 9 

9 

26 3 

2 

27 14 

6 1 

Cuttack ... 


20 2 

3 

21 11 

2 

24 14 

6 

2rl .3 

7 I 

Patna 


19 i5 

4 

16 14 

3 

24 11 

0 

22 13 

9 i 

Balasore ... 


19 13 

2 

21 10 

1 

2t 6 

3 

fl 11 

8 

Hooghly ... 


J9 12 

2 

21 4 

2 

23 14 

9 

28 0 

6 

t Bogra 

. . . 

19 8 

4 

IS 6 

8 

23 12 

10 

26 1 

3‘ 

Manbhum 


19 6 

3 

18 11 

1 

23 12 

6 

2S 2 

2 

Birblium ... 

.4. 

19 3 

10 

20 10 

3 

23 12 

6 

24 11 

3 

Dinajpur 


19 0 

2 

18 5 

5 

23 12 

0 

21 9 

*3 

1 Lohardaga 


18 6 

2 

17 0 

8 

22 11 

1 

26 0 

2 

; Hazaribagh 


18 2 11 

19 10 11 

22 8 11 

17 13 

1 

1 Saran 

* ■ « 

18 0 

9 

17 6 

8 

22 6 

0 

25 2 

6 

1 Monghyr 


16 15 

10 

17 1 

3 

22 4 

C 

22 1 

1 

Purnea ... 


16 8 

0 

16 .3 

5 

22 2 10 

23 9 

5 

Puri 

• •• 

10 7 

6 

17 9 

2 

21 15 

11 

23 11 

6 

Malda 

V • • 

16 2 

9 

15 1 

1 

21 15 

8 

19 15 

5 

Bankura ... 


13 2 

9 

11 0 

8 

21 13 10 

20 3 

0 

Gaya 


12 8 

8 

16 8 

3 

01 A in 

2l 0 

1 







21 6 

6 

19 4 

X 

5 

Total 


22 12 

10 

23 15 

5 

21 4 

10 

23 3 

5 



— 




24 0 

8 

24 6 

4 







20 15 

8 

24 9 

8 

For 1889 

... 

25 14 

7 




The whole of the vegetables consumed by prisortfers during the year were 
grown in the jail gardens, except in the case of the Midnapore and Mymonsingh 
jails, which purchased vegetables to the value of Rs. 210 and Its. 58 respec- 
tively. All condiments used for the diet of convicts were also grown in the 
jail gardens. The total of the valu^ of vegetables and dairy produce sold, 
Rs. T2,88l, compares most favourably with the figures of 1890 (Rs. 58,747) 
and 1889 (Rs. 47,827). This remarkable increase is reported to bo largely (bio 
to the development of jail dairies, which supplied tlie jails during the yoar with 
milk to the value of Its. 13,517. By the establishment of these (lairi<\s a supply 
of milk of undoubted purity is obtained at a very small cost to Govornmont, 
which not only reduces considerably the cost of diet throughout the jails, but 
is invaluable in cases of sickness. 

Expenditure under tho head “ Ijlatablishment ” in jails other than subsidiary 
jails rose from Rs. 3,78,895 to Rs. 3,84,825 : hospital charges rose from R.s. 47,437 
to Rs. 48,751: the value of clothing supplied increased from Rs. 53,6<)7 to 
Rs. 55,444, and tho expenditure on contingencies was Rs. 1,47,722 against 
Rs! 1 29,089. Tho total average cost per prisoner on account of diet, hospital 
char«‘os and clothing together, which amounted to Rs. 34-13-11 in 1889 and 
Rs. ^i! 3-5 in 1890, was further reduced to Rs. 29-11*9 in 1891. The jails 
of Malda and Gaya show the best results. Buxjir was as usual the cheapest 


central jail. . 

From what the Lieutenant-Governor has seen on his tours of inspccitiou, ho 

is persuaded that tho jail policy of tho past few years 
“ has tended, while taking special care of tho health ot 
the prisoners, rather to the neglect of tho punitive 


Employment of prisoners, 
manufactures. 
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side of imprisonment ; that is, the labour question. In several jails Ilis Honour 
found that prisoners were altogether insufficiently worked. 

Experiments have been made by Dr. J. 11. T. Walsh, Medical Officer of 
the Presidency Jail, on the effect of exercise and enforced labour on weakly 
constitutions. The following is an extract from his report on the subject : — 

“ As tho outcomo of this forced muscular waste, there is increase in tissue hunger and 
tissuo respiration, which allows, and indeed compels, the patient to take in and digest large 
quantities of food ; thus causing increase of weight and great improvoment in niusoular 
vigour and health generally. From such oases as are here alluded to it is only a step to 
those in which tho patient, though in poor health, is ablo to move about and uso his limbs. It 
must be understood that I excludo from tho category of persons suitable for these experi- 
ments all those suffering from marked organio disease of the heart, lungs and kidneys. The 
starved, the anaemic and tho dyspeptic form a very largo proportion of all jail iiopulations, 
especially in Bengal, whore the standard of health is low. As a rule such subjects, when 
punished by imprisonment, have been allowed to do very trifling task, and have been, so far 
as production is concerned, practically placed among the siok. During the year 1801 
I selected 120 such cases and placed thorn on hard work with the following results 121 
improved in health and gained weight, 2 lost weight and had to be kept on light work, 2 being 
somewhat old were ultimately placed in tho convalescent gang, as mucli improvoment 
could not be hoped for in such persons, 2 neither lust nor gained; and Ilually, of all these 
weakly persons only two are registered as having been admitted into hospital. One of these 
was admitted for periostitis, not in any way caused by the work he was doing. The second 
man was placed on hard work, dhenhi, on the 30th Novorater. Ho then weighed SS^lbs. 
Ho worked on until tho 2l8t December and weighed OOlbs. Ho then got dinrrheoa and 
was admitted into hospital. All the men selected were admitted in ‘bad’ or ‘ indilforent ’ 
health, and all those oases have been kept carefully unuor observation by the Oivil Hospital 
Assistant and by mo, and a register has been kept showing the weekly gain or loss in weight. 
I must point out that for the first week or so a full task must not bo expected, and also that 
eomo forms of labour are much better to begin with than others. I have generally com- 
menced with tho dhenhi or with dal-grinding, passing on afterwords to wfnat-grinding, fifiiid- 
fretsH or oil-mill. It is hardly necessary to mention that the convicts do not sliow any desire 
to assist in these bonolicial experiments, and in some coses it has required firmness in 
insisting on tho tasks being performed.” 

Tho results of Dr. Walsh’s experiments seem to bo of much importance. 
While great improvement has taken place in the mortality ratio, the impor- 
tance of which cannot bo overrated, tho generality of Superintendents of 
jails are reluctant to enforce a proper amount of work on tho part of tho 
prisoners, for fear that such work should have a prejudicial effect on their 
health. The above observations on tho health-giving effects of moderate 
labour, which agree with those of the Famine Commission in the case of 
starving people, are therefore most valuable, and should be known as widely as 
possible. 

Orders have been issued for the employment, as far as possible, by the 
Public Works Department, of prisoners for such works as brick, tile, and surki 
manufacture, coolie labour to assist skilled workmen, earthwork of all kinds, 
and stone and brick breaking ; and it is hoped that by this means the valuable 
labour-supply contained in the jails may be turned, to greater profit than has 
hitherto been tho case. 

Tho average number of prisoners under sentence of labour was 14,230, 
against 13,241 in 1890; of these an average number of 729 were employed on 
unremunerative labour, as compared with 491 in 1890^ 

The profit on tho manufacturing account during tho last two years is as 


follows: — 

, 1891 . 1890 . 

Bs. Bs. 

Cosh drawn from the treasury ... ... 8,91,321 8,84,207 

Cosh paid into the treasury ... ... 12,00,342 10,35,109 


Difference or profit ... 3,14,021 1,50,842 


The average profit per head from each labouring prisoner was Rs. 52-7, 
against Us. 28-3 in the previous year. 

The uuiubcr of subsidiary jails remains unchanged at 86. Of these only 

Sttbsidiar ail ^ visitcd less than 70 times by tho Superin- 

tt SI j ry jai s. tcndcnts, and there was an improvement throughout 

in tho number of visits paid to these jails compared with the results of previous 
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years. The total amount expended on subsidiary jail buildings was Rs. 64,272, 
compared with Rs. 63,872 in 1890. The daily average number of convicts 
and under-trial prisoners in these 86 jails was 332 84 and 515-03, rcsnoctively, 
or a littlo less than four convicts and six under-trial prisoners to each jail. 
Of the 40 prisoners who escaped from subsidiary jails, eight were convicts, 

, and of these five were recaptured. Of the 32 uuder-trial prisoners who escaped, 
23 were recaptured. 

The total cost of the subsidiary jails was Rs. 1,73,235, or, excluding public 
works, Rs. 128-6-9 per prisoner, compared with Rs. 1,70,110 and Rs. 131-8-8, 
the corresponding figures for 1890. The total credits from manufactures in 
subsidiary jails amounted to Rs. 20,815, with a net profit of Rs. 3,198, against 
Rs. 19,340 and Rs. 3,127 in 1890. 

The following table shows the sickness and 
Vital stati-sticB. mortality of the jails for every year from 1863 

onwards : — 
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16,453 

847 

61*4 

• 388 

1.223 

1,661 

20*6 

74*3 

94*8 



16,739 

814 

48*6 

231 

804 

1,085 

138 

480 

61*8 


1805 

17,439 

766 

4^1*3 

162. 

790 

952 

92 

45*3 

645 

All c1aase.s 

180C 

2'l.683 

746 

546 

G84 

1,669 

2,223 

33 0 

74*0 

1070 

prisoners 

1807 

18,733 

m 

3.V6 

162 

916 

1,078 

9*0 

49*0 

58 0 

1808 

18,U6l 

640 

36*7 

122 

802 

924 

7 0 

44*0 

61*0 


1869 

18,470 

676 

30*5 

176 

771 

947 

90 

42*0 

61*0 


1870 

18,540 

623 

33*6 

171 

659 

830 

90 

.36 0 

46 0 


1871 

17,600 

636 

36*3 

38 

(161 

699 

2*0 

38 0 

40*0 


1872 

19,106 

673 

36*2 

117 

885 

1,002 

60 

46*0 

620 


1873 

20,142 

689 

34*2 

128 

832 

960 

60 

41-0 

47*0 


1874 

21,569 

782 

36*2 

145 

1,(J27 

1,172 

7*0 

470 

640 


1875 

21,257 

836 

39*2 

96 

949 

1.045 

4*0 

46*0 

49*0 


1876 

21,672 

849 

39*1 

207 

976 

1,212 

12*3 

46*0 

67*3 


1877 

18,709 

730 

39*0 

151 

763 

914 

8*0 

40*8 

488 


187S 

18,011 

803 

43*1 

215 

1,072 

1,287 

116 

67 6 

69*1 


1879 

18,483 

947 

61*2 

341 

1,411 

1.762 

181 

70-4 

94*8 

Convicted 


17,802 

941 

62*8 

31 

MOO 

M3J 

1*7 

61*8 

635 

- and undei 

18SI 

16,520 

873 

; 62 8 

86 

1,014 

1.099 

6 1 

1 61*4 

66 5 

trial only. 

1882 

15,9(12 

849 

63 3 

161 

933 

1,084 

• 9 6 

6S*6 

68T 

1883 

14,770 

729 

49*3 

68 

701 

762 

IT 

47*4 

61*6 


1884 

14.868 

724 

49*6 

62 

078 

740 

4*1 

45*6 

49*7 


18S6 

14,926 

773 

61*7 

167 

730 

887 

10*6 

48*9 

69'4 


1886 

14,679 

648 

44*4 

40 

603 

643 

27 

34*5 

37*2 


1887 

12,047 

639 

44*7 

20 

879 

399 

1*7 

34*4 

33*1 


1888 

13,034 

631 

462 

132 

^ 482 

614 

9*7 

35*3 

46*0 


1889 

14,971 

696 

4fi*4 

132 

656 

6H7 

8*8 

37-0 

46*8 


1890 

14,706 

680 

39*4 

33 

443 

476 

2-2 

30*1 

82*3 


1891 

16,839 

610 

38*5 

62 

439 

491 

• 

32 

277 

30*9 

) 

Total ... 

602,738 

21,312 

42*3 

4,600 

24,034 

28,534 

89 

47-8 

66 7* 


Average ... 

17,336 

736 

42*3 

166 

829 

984 

• 

8*9 

47-8 

60-7 

1 



The death-rate is 1-4 below that of last year, which was itself the lowest 
on record — a* result which is most ’satisfactory and should encourage Superin- 
tendents of Jails to continue their exertions in the direction of improved 

sanitation. , , . , -n ^ 

The jails in which the ratio of admissions to hospitals per niillo of 
average daily population was Ixighest were Purnea 99 8, Dinajpur 91-8, Chitta- 
gong 82-9, Dacca 72-7, Jalpaigurl 67'8, and Champaran 67 7. There were 81 
cases of cholera with 48 deaws, against 55 cases and 31 deaths in the previous 
year. Only seven cases of small-pox occurred. " These were mostly of a mild 
type, and only one case terminated fatally. There were 23 admissions from 
cerebro-spinal fever, of which 80 ended in death ] twelve cases and cloven 
deaths occurred in the Alipore Jail, six with four deaths at Bhugalpur, and five 
with three deaths at Rangpur. 



04 


nENOAL ADMINISTKATIOX REPORT. 


[18U1.92. 


The total number of deaths was 454. Of these, 444 occurred in jails other 
than subsidiary jails. Out of these 441 convicts who died during the year, only 
150 were originally admitted to jail in good health. The following jails show 
the highest mortality : — 


Jails. 

Dofltb-ratos from 
all causes per 
millo. 

Death-rates exclu- 
sive of cholera 
per millo. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Purnea 

1812 

22-8 

131-2 

2i*3 

Shababad 

104i-9 

148- 1 

21*0 

168 

PanRpur 

9f3 

86*8 

69-7 

sc-s 

P\iri 

9T2 

27*7 

70 0 

27 7 

Diuajpur 

88:3 

71-7 

88:3 

71-7 

8arau ... 

022 

65’8 

43-9 

.32-9 

Jes8oro «.i 

45*9 

43'3 

45*9 

43*3 

Palaraau 

44-9 

27*r> 

44*9 

276 

Muzaifarpur 

4M‘t} 

34*7 

3')*6 

31*7 


42‘9 

221 

208 

22*1 

Jalpai^uri 

42-8 

114*0 

42 8 

99*8 

Loliardaga 

421 

27*3 

421 

27-3 


There were twelve deaths in the Purnea Jail, six being those of prisoners who 
were brought to jail in bad health, and were sent at once to hospital, where they 
died a few days afterwards. In this jail 67 other cases had to bo taken to 
hospital directly on their admission, and the general health of the district 
was exceedingly bad during the year. The high death-rate at Shahabad has 
resulted entirely from an epidemic of cholera, to which 12 deaths were duo. 
Apart from this the death-rate was 21 per mille. In the Rangpur Jail there 
were six deaths from cholera, and in this jail out of 23 prisoners who died, 12 
were admitted in bad health, 10 in indifferent health, and only one in good 
health. The Puri Jail is a small one, and a high death-rate is accidental, and 
duo to six deaths from various causes. The Dinajpur Jail is situated in a 
notoriously unhealthy district, and of the 15 convicts who died in it, nine were 
admitted in indifferent health and four in bad health. In Saran there were 
five fatal cases of cholera. The Inspector-General of Jails has been directed 
to take steps for the appointment of a Committee to enquire into the sanitary 
condition of tho Purnea, Rangpur, and Dinajpur jails. 

The average daily number of boys in the Alipore Reformatory rose from 
, 116 in 1890 to 142 in 1891. There were 38 admis- 

iporo « orma ory. sions during the year, and 21 releases and 2 deaths. 

The avoiage number of punishments to each boy fell from 1*02 in 1890 to 0 66 
1891, and tho offences for which they were imposed are reported not to 


in 


ha\ 0 been of a serious character. This, in view of tho largo increase in the 
number of boys, is very satisfactory. 

I’he average number entitled to marks fell from 89*73 to 82*16, and the 
weekly average money reward from Rs. 3-9-5 to Rs. 3-2-9. Tho average 
nuniber of admissions to hospital was 2*52, against 2*78 in 1890. There were 
two deaths, one from cholera and one from accidental poisoning, duo to 
dr inking an antiseptic solution under the idea that it was brandy. The Civil 
Hospital Assistant, through whoso carelessness tho accident occurred, was 
censured, and removed from the charge of tho Reformatory Dispensary. 
Three boys escaped from tho Reformatory on the 8th April 1891 by scaling 
a wall, but were recaptured within a few days. 

Quarters for the Civil Hospital Assistant wore added to tho Reformatory 
during the year, but no other building of importance was undertaken. The 
arrangements for tho work and recreation of tho boys continued the same as in 
past years. An hour’s gymnastics has recently been introduced into the day’s 
routine, but sufficient time has not yet elapsed to make any estimate of its 
eft’ects possible. 

Reports regarding 65 boys were received from Magistrates during the year. 
Of these U had been reconvicted, two bore a bad character, two had died, and 
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50 boro a good character. Out of 242 boys released since the opening of the 
institution, 37 have been reconvicted, 41 nave been reported as bearing bad 
characters, and 164 as bearing good characters. Only 27 follow the trade learnt 
in the Reformatory. 

The total expenditure of the school rose from Rs. 13,988-8-4 in 1890 
to Rs. 15,776-6-6 in 1891, The average cost per head fell, however, fron 
Rs. 119-9 to Rs. 111-1-6. The average expenditure per head on fixed estab 
Rshmmit and diet fell from Rs. 71-10-8 and Us. 33-11-3 to Rs. 61- 10-10 and 
Rs. 32-10-3 reroectively. These reductions are satisfactory, but the cost ot 
diet is still unduly high. 

The profits of the manufacturing department amounted to Rs. 10,235-12-6, 
against Rs. 9,901-13-4 in 1890. 

Arrangements have recently been made by which selected boys will be 
instructed in the technical work of printing, such as setting up and distributing 
type, Uio printing work of the institution having hitherto been confined to 
the purely mechanical processes. It has also been arranged that some of the 
Burmese convicts in the Alipore Jail should instruct tho boys in wood-carving. 
These arrangements were not, however, brought into effect during the year 
under review, | 

The daily average number of boys in tho Ilaz^rib^gh school was 296’ 10, 
„ ..s. . „ . against 280 7 in 1890. Seventy-eight boys were 

Hai&nUgh He ormatory. admitted during the year, 67 wore released, and 

one died. Discipline was on thj whole good, and only 219 punishments were 
inflicted, against 308 in 1 890. A serious attack was, however, made on the 
Deputy Superintendent by two p£ the boys, instigated by a prisoner sent from 
the Bh4galpur Jail to teach carpet- weaving. The Deputy Superintendent was 
fortunately able to defend himself successfully, and tho offenders were suitably 
punished. The daily routine of tho school is tho same as in previous years. 
The monthly average number of hoys earning marks was 270*6, and tho 
average weekly earning Rj?. 10-1-4. Tho corresponding figures for last year 
were 273*66 and Rs. 10-11-11. The year was an exceptionally healthy one — 
there wore only 58 admissions to hospital and one death — and the daily 
averse number of sick was only 2*54. 

The total expenditure of the school was Bs. 83-3-9 per head, against 
Bs. 75-4-11 in 1890, or, omitting outlay on building, Rs. 70-8-5 against 
Rs. 69-5-7. There was an increase in tho expenditure per head under all the 
three controllable items of expenditure— diet, clothing, and contingencies. 
The average expenditure per head on diet was Rs. 27-15-9, against Rs. 25-11-5 
in 1890. It is hoped that greater economy will bo exercised in future by a 
judicious storing of food-grains at harvest time. A workshod and 25 cells 
were built d.aring tho year. The results of the working of the Manufacture 
Department were that the amount paid into tho treasury was Rs. 3,979-8, and 
the value of goods supplied to tho general and the other departments was 
Rs. 4,435 and Rs. 2,900-3-4 respectively, while the total profits amounted to 
Rs. 2,661-2-9. 

Reports regarding 90 boys released from the* school wore received during 
the year from Magistrates of districts. Of these 69 were reported as well- 
OOnwe^, five were in jail, five were viewed with suspicion, and one had died; 
only one boy was reported as pursuing the trade letCmt in tho school. 
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The number of civil suits, including Divorce, Vice-Admiralty, Tostamen- 
High Court, Origioal Jurisdic- tary aiid Intestate (Contentious) cases, ponding on 
tion. the Original Side of tlio High Court at the end Of 

1890 was 563, and the number instituted dui'ing 1891 was 632, making a total 
of 1,195 cases for disposal in 1891. 

Suits dc(‘ided. 


Decided. 

Original suits, including Vice-Admiralty, Testa- 
mentary and Intestate (Cuntontious) cases 460 
Divorce suits ... ... ... 3 


iVnding at 
tlio close of 
the year. 

718 


Thenumberof suits 
decided in 1891 was 
462, and the number 
left undisposed of at 
the end of tlie year 
733. 


The number of appeals from the Original to the Appellate Side of the 

Court pending' at the commencement of 1891 was 
ApiK'aisfromtheOrigiua'. luris- and 28 now appeals were prcferre<l during the 

year, making a total of 39 for hearing. Of these 
seven were decided, the decrees of the Court of First Instance being affirmed 
iu six cases and reversed in one. 

The total number of original suits instituted and decided in the Civil 

Ci«l Courts ..nbordinate to tJ.e tho Lower Provinces subordinate to the 

High CouTt. Original suits insti- High Court during cacli of the past three years 
luted, disiiosed of and pending. number pending at the close of those years 

respectively are sliown below: — 


Revived or 


Year. 

received on remand 
or review. 

Instituted. 

Determined. 

Pending. 

1889 

9,741 

457,021 

401,298 

83,298 

1890 

... 10,061 

456,463 

477,400 

462,225 

87,611 

1891 

10,964 

485,213 

90,765 


Tho number of suits instituted shows an increase of 20,987 as compared 
with tho number in 1890, tind is also con.siderably iu excess of the number 
instituted in any previous year. Of tho suits remaining undisposed of, 1,846 
had been pending for more than one year, 4,991 for more than six months, and 
31,082 for more than three ^months, the corresponding figures for 1890 being 
1,391, 6,916, and 32,027. 

The decrease in the number of cases instituted in the Provincial Courts 

of Small Causes which was noticed in the 
Reports for 1888, 1889, and 1890, con- 
tinued in 1891. In the ordinary Civil 
Courts, however, suits of the same class 
show an increase of 21,490. 

The following statement shows the number of suits of each class 
ClasHification of suits iustitutod instituted in the Civil Courts during 1890 and 

in 1890 and 1891. Ig91 


1889 

1890 

1891 


Regular Small 

Civil Courts. Cause Courts. 

412,039 4 1 982 

, 412,669 48,794 

434,901 42.139 


Suita for money or movables 
Suita under the rent law 
Title and other suits ... 


1890. 

230,343 

187,461 

88,669 


1891. 

260,478 

189.986 

36,966 
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TheiloUoving statement classifies the suits other than rent suits and suits 

Clarification of other suits. cognizable by a Small Cause Court instituted during 

the past two years: — 

Peroentage of 
Number of suits. the closs to the 
total number. 


Suits for immovable property 
Suits for declaratory decrees ... 

Other suits tmder the Specific Keliof Act . . 
Suits to declare and establish rights to real 
property. 

Suits to declare and establish personal 
rights. 

Suits for an account 

Suits relating to religious endowments ... 
Suits to set aside judgments, &c., on the 
ground of fraud. 

Suits for dissolution of marriage 

Suits for enforcement of matrimonial rights 

Suits for partition 

Suits relating to shipping ... ... 

Suits relating to roligiou and caste 
Administration suits 
Interpleader suits ... 

Dissolution of partnership ... • ... 

Suits under section 261, Act X of ISOo .... 
Other suits not falling under aay of the 
previous heads. 


1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

21,496 

20,420 

50-59 

55-29 

1,157 

1,292 

2-99 

3-50 

7,441 

7,165 

19-24 

19-40 

4,878 

4,604 

12-62 

12-40 

290 

276 

•76 

•75 

941 

886 

2-43 

2-39 

31 

25 

-08 

-00 

554 

534 

1-43 

145 

36 

42 

•09 

•12 

544. 

481 

1-43 

1-30 

601 

662 

1*55 

1-52 

• • • 

14 

• * # 

7 

•03 

"62 

12 

11 

•03 

•03 

4 

3 

•01 

•01 

20 

8 

•05 

•02 

294 

3r,:t 

•76 

•96 

350 

267 

•93 

•72 

38,669 

36,930 

100 - 

100 * 


Average value of suits. 


Suits for money Small 
or movables. ( irdin 

Suits under the rout law 
Title aud other suits 


Tbo following statement shows the average value 
of suits of each class : — 

1890. 1891. 

Its. Bs. 

Small Cause Courts 65’ 5 05T 

Ordinary Courts , 114‘08 

- V fil-0 00-6 

528-03 710*2 


The following statement shows the number of applications for tho execu- 
tion of decrees which resulted in full or partial 
Decrees how oxccutod. satisfaction together with tho total amount realised 

in the regular Civil Courts: — 



Complete. 

Partial. 

Amount realised. 

Rp. 

1889 

93,044 

65,875 

1,68,04,530 

1890 

96,982 

62,258 

1,53,23,392 

1891 

103,449 

69,137 

1,79,16,720 

le corresponding figures for Small 
re as follow ; — 

Cause 

• 

Courts during tho past 

• 

Complete. 

Partial. 

Amount realised. 

Rs. 

1890 

3,834 

6,209 

3,41,590 

1801 

4,039 

7,683 

3,44,174 


The number of suits instituted and decided in the Presidency Court of 

Small Causes during 1890 and 1801, as also tho 
Calcutta SmaU Cause Court. number pending at the close of each of these years, 

are shown below: — 


Instituted. 

26,117 

26,054 


Decided. 

26,510 

26,821 


Pending. 
2 203 
1,761 
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The total amount in litigation was Rs. 26)39,913 in 1891, as compared with 
Rs. 23,47,875 in the previous year. 

The total number of cases instituted and decided in the Provincial Small 


Provincial Small Cause Courts. 

Cause Courts during tho past two years, as well as 
the number pending at the close of each, are shown 

below 

Instituted. 

Decided. 

Fending. 

1890 

4.3,794 

44,402 

3,861 

1891 

42,439 

42,508 

2,647 

Difference ... 

—1,355 

—1,834 

—1,214 


Of 108,567 cases decided by officers vested with the powers of a Small 

Cause Court, as described on the margin, 
13,639, or 12‘5 per cent., were contested. 
Of cases of a similar nature instituted 
before officers not vested with the special 
powers of a Small Cause Court, 25,554 
were below Rs. 50 in value, and 64,505 

above Rs. 50 and bolow Rs. 500. 

The statement on the margin shows the number of appeals under section 15 

of the Letters Patent pre- 


1 Mimsif with jurisdiction up to 
193 Muniiifs ditto 

66 Do. ditto 

4 Sub-Judges up to 
7 Ditto ditto 


lU. 

25 

50 

100 

liK) 

600 


High Court, Appellate J urisdiction. 



Filed. 

Decided. 


28 

i8nL 

28 

^1890. 

42 

1891. 

7 


17 

*7 

35 

»•* 

11 


ferred against the decrees 
or orders of a Judge of the 
High Court sitting alone, 

B..I .ppol. ... 28 2. .2 7 ““‘ff »” OJ 

Second „ ... ... ... ... ... Oil tlio Appellate Side of 

Third „ ... 17 7 35 11 Court, and decided in 

the years 1890 and i891, respectively. 

The number of first appeals before tho High Court in 1891 from the 
decrees or orders of one of the Judges in the exercise of original jurisdiction 
was 39, inclusive of 11 pending from the previous year. Of these, 7 were 
decided and 32 remaine'^ unheard at the close of the year. 

The number of first and second appeals from tho decrees and orders of the 

Appeals to High Court from subordinate courts as courts of first Civil Courts US Courts of 
instance. • appeal which came before 

tho High Court, and wore decided during tho past two years, are shown on the 

margin. 'fhese figures 
Decided. include appeals from the 
Courts of Assam and the 
Chief Court of British 
Burma. Of the first ap- 
peals preferred during 
1891, 87 were appeals in 
contested will cases, 
appeals from subordinate 


Preferred to tho 
Court. 


first appeals^ 
From decrees .. 
From orders 
Second appeals^ 
From decrees . 
From orders 


t 


f 

^ 

1890, 

1891. 

1890. 

1891 

836 

866 

S67 

327 

190 

203 

202 

172 

1,879 

2,040 

2.952 

2,093 

133 

189 

171 

134 


Two thousand seven 

Appeals decided. 

Eighty -two appeals 

Result of appeals. 


drawn or compromised, as shown below: — 


hundred and twenty-six 

courts were decided by the High Court during the 
past as compared witn 3^692 during the previous 
year. 

from original decrees, 328 appeals from appellate 
decrees, and 45, miscellaneous appeals were either 
summarily rejected, dismissed on default, with- 


Summarily rejected 

Appeals from 
original decrees. 

Appeals from 
appellate decrees. 

255 

Ifisoellaneous 

appeals. 

16 

Dumisficd on default 

23 

31 

6 

Withdrawn 

17 

11 

9 

Compromised ... ' 

42 

31 

14 


Total 82 


46 
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The results of appeals as affecting the decisions of the lower Courts in the 
cases heard and dcterniincd are shown below : — 



Appeals from 

Appeals from 

Miscellaneous 


original docrccB. 

appellate decrees. 

appeals. 

Affirmed 

119 

1,340 

192 

Ilevcrsed 

42 

119 

37 

Varied 

yo 

82 

4 

Bemanded 


218 

28 


Total 245 

1,705 

201 


The decisions of the lower Courts were vovorsod or varied in 29-8 per I'cnt. 
of the appeals from original docreos, in 11 ‘8 [)t'r cent, of tlie appc.'als from 
appellate decrees, and in 15'7 per cent, of the miscellaneous appeals. 

The following table shows the results of the appeals decided by tlu! High 
Court as affecting District Judges, Sub- Judges, and Muusifs : — 


. , r f Oriffiual dooiccs 

Appeals froiu „ 

Miscellaneous appeals 


Affirmed. 





i)istrict 
.1 udges. 


Sub-Judges. 


51 08 

• 470 870 

no 76 


Modified or reversed. 


Judges! •‘^iib-JudgoB. Mimsifs. 

21 4:) 2 

182 (>9 

17 2-t 


The proportion of cases in which orders of remand were passed, or in 

which the lower (^'onvt was 
direc/ted to take further (evi- 
dence, to the total number 
decided by the High Court 
after hearing, is given on the 


. I f C Orisinnl deen'e? 

Appeals from „ 

M iscolliiiicous appea N 


• 

Perron tnicc. 


^ 

1SS9. 1890. 

1891. 

6*15 D08 

9*7 

]i:n 6'--) 

32*2 

5 02 (**-72 

107 


The number of appeals in regular suits instituted and dcciilod in tlu! 

lower Courts during the past three years, as also 
Appeals instituted aud dceided uunibcr ponding !i.t the closo of cach, are shown 

in the lowor Appoliato Courts. -i i ^ ' 


below 


liovived Or 


fear. 

recoivod ou 
ri'innnd or 

Instituted. 

Decided. 

Pcndin} 


review. 




1889 

514 

19,3(»1 

19,505 

11,789 

1890 

47« 

19,991 

18,185 

18,702 

1891 

511 

49,802 

20,118 

13,998 


The number of appeals instituted was slightly less than in 1590, but 
greater than in any previous year since 1877. The number decided shows 
an increase of 1,633. 


Out of 13,998 appeals pending at the close pf the year, 1,510 had boon 

before the Courts for more tlian one year, tin; 
on mg os. majority of these being appeals in tith; suits. 

There were also at the same time, 3, 608 rent and title suit apitoals ])en(]ing 
for over six Aonths, and 4,995 appeals of all classes pending for over throe 
months. 

Civil Sontkal Parganas . — The following statement shoAvs the work 

done during the years 1890 aud 1891 : — 


Civil suits 

Miscellaneons judicial cases 
Execution coses 


Cases 
iustituted. 
f 1890 8.707 

1 1891 8, (>(>8 

/ 1890 4:59 

t 1891 147 

f l«90 . ri^ijOO 

U«01 . D,2.')0 


Difsiioscd 

Ponding at 

of. 

close of year. 

8,941 

1,397 

8,708 

1,357 

413 

20 

418 

25 

1 

f 

5,240 

y ,oJi» 

1,3.2 

F 3 
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Cases 

suits. 


Tho total number of cases of all kinds instituted thus foil to 14,371 from 
14,704 in 1890, which year also showed a largo falling ofE in institutions 
conipuTcd with tho years 1888 and 1889. Tho number of cases disposed of 
also fell from 14,957 to 14,390. 

Tho mimber of these suits shows a slight incroaso from 4,577 in 1890 to 

4,009 in 1891. Tho incrcaso was almost entirely, 
instituted— («) Money (.onfiliod to Iho Dumka subdivision, and is said to 
bti due to a new cbxss of cases, viz., those brought 

by pa/'ffanaiis for their ‘ 

In tliis class of cases there Avas an incrcaso from 2,001 to 2,218, and again 

the increase was almost entirely ijx Dumka, where 
(6) Rent suits. number of cases rose from 371 to 090. Tho 

number instituted in 1889 was 602, so that it is probable that, as explained by 
the local oftlcors, last year’s tigurcs were abnoniiiilly low owing to the census 
operations. '^Fhore Avas a motlcralo increase in the number of rent suits instituted 
in Godda, and a tailing otf in tho other tour subdivisions, especially in 
Dooghur. 

Those cases shoAV a Jocrcaso of 313 — from 2,121 to 1,781. This decrease 

oc.tairred in every subdivision of the district except 
(<•) litlo suits. Rajmahal. The largest falling olf AA’as in Jamtara 

and I^akaur. Tlio reduction in 1‘akaur is oxjdained as btnng duo to the close of 
the litigation lirought by the raiyuts for setting a.side sales of land to money- 
lenders. This litigation has boon going on for some years, and the raiyats have 
rccoA'crcd altogether more than 17,000 bighas. 

The number of cases instituted fttll from .5,500 in 1890 to 5,250 in 1891 — 

a decrease of 304. This is sufficiently accounted 
lastitution of execution cases. accrcasc in tho number of original .suits 

instituted in 1890. 

Tho two appeal cases, in one of Avhich tho Secretary of State was appellant 

and in tho other respondent, which were pending 
Civil litigation of Government. Privy Council at tlxo close of the year 

1890- 91, were dismissed during tho year under review. A third case, which 
was remanded by the Privy Council to the Court of first instance for the trial 
of certain i.ssues, has come back to the High Court, and tho papers Avill shortly 
be transmitted to England. Oidy one fresli appeal case (to which the Court of 
Wards is a party) has boon admitted by tho Council during tlio year. 

'^I'lie I’csults of Government litigation in the Civil Courts in Bengal during 

1891- 92 arc compared with those of tho two preceding years in tho following 
table : — 


DcchUmI lu favour of (ioverii- 
lUtfnt 

Dffjdi'd nguirisl (vovnrniin iit ... 

Comp mnsfd, or witJi- 

drii II 

IVice luge ill f ivcurof (RiVi-in. 
11101 (o.^clufiiiig c-n.soN o iiiv 
pror iviiUiiJiloil, or wilh- 

Uiu II ) 


nil fusoa. 


Sat 

fi! 




21.3 

r Gj 


B7 


78 S 


2158 

7d 


7.r7 




08 


Total, 


High Goui 1. 

1 lloforo Lower Courts. 




r-* 

Oj 

2 

1 

5 

c 



i 


C-i 

l/l 

Wl 

i 



i 

s 


r*< 

r-I 

r- 





23 

10 

tt 

1 

4."! 

1 

32 

S48 

311 

280 

3 

13 

0 

7 

7 

CH 

75 

9G 

1 

7 

4 

1 

3 

4H 

59 

ISTi 

SiV-l, 

43*5 

8S 

8G’5 

83 

85*7 

HO'3 

74'4 


Notk. The flguiv-s for 1^91-02 do uot include iho4o fu,- tlio (lisli-icl of IJliax.-ilpur, which wero not rowiivert when tho Lo^al 
lU'mriiibniaotii'’8 ivpmt waa wriltou. 


These figures are extremely unsatisfactory, both as regards the actual 
unsuccess of Government litigation, and as compared with tho results of previous 
years. It is, however, fairer to exclude land acquisition cases in which onlv 
the amount of compensation, and not any principle of law or equity, is involved. 
Leaving these out of consideration, the percentage of original cases decided in 
favour of Government was 72, against 70'9 in 1890-91 and 81*.5 in 1889-90. Of 
the 13 appeals decided by the High Court against Government during the past 
year, three were land acquisition cases ; but omitting these there is still a very 
seiious decrease in tho percentage of suits decided in favour of Government. 
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The following statement shows the result of the litigation in which the 
Court of W ards was concerned during the past year, as compared with the two 
previous years 

Total number of cases. 



1889-90. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Decided in favour of Court of Wards 

604 

711 

903 

Decided ngaintt Court of Wards 

(52 

97 

139 

Compromised, rcniundod, or ■withdrawn 
Percentage in favour of Court of Wards 

54 

30 

?6 

(excluding cnscB compromised, remanded, 
or withdrawn) 

90-0 

88 

86-6 


Noti?. Tlio flgiircs for 181)1.92 do not mcludo those of ci'rlain ostatos in tho districts of Dncca^ hlyMiousingh, Blmgalpur, and 

Piirnea. 


The great increase in the number of cases decided during 1891-92 over 
tliO figures for the two previous years is said to be mainly duo to the institution 
of a largo number of rent suits on behalf of tho llurdwan Ruj in tho 
Burdwan and llooghly districts. Of 1 8 unsuccessful appeals in tho low'cr Courts, 
five were conducted with the sanction and advice of the Legal Remembrancer’s 
Office; the remainder, which were all rent suits and acttlemcnt appeals, were 
conducted by tho Managers ■with tho advice of tho local ofTicers. Out of 117 
original cases which were decided against the Court of Ward.s, 104 were not 
reported to tho Legal Rt'mcinhjancer. Only one of these suits, vi/.., that of 
Kameswar Prasad versus Raja Bhiman Narayan and tho l)eo Raj Estate for the 
recovery of Rs. 32,106, is niported to have been of any iiuportuucc. This case 
w'as decided in favour of tho plaintiff, subject to tho provisions of the Chota 
Nagpur Encumbered Estates Act, and both parties have appealed against tho 
decision, 

Tho subjoined table shows the amounts recovered under decrees in favour 
of Government during the year 1891-02 and tho two preceding years: — 



1889-90. 

1890-91. 

1891-92 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Amount undGi roallsation 

55,247 

61,231 

63,648 

Amount realised during tlio year 

11,659 

14,790 

30,332 

Percentage o£ recovery 

211 

241 

47-7 


This shows a considerable improvement both in the actual amounts realised 
and in the proportion of realisations to outstandings*. About Rs. 2,500 were 
remitted during 1891-92, and, under tho orders of Government, execution 
proceedings against one Ashutosh Ghosli, from whom upwards of Rs. 5,400 waa 
due on account of costs in suit, were abandoned. 

The figures below represent tho a&ouut recovered on account of Wards* 
estates during the year as compared with tho two preceding years: — 


1889-90. 1890-91. 1891-92. 

Bs. Rs. Rs. 

Amount under realisation 11,74,880 , 11,92,016 10,00,704 

Amount realised during tho year 2,15,720 1,54,504 2,30,997 

Poroentage of recovery 18‘3 13 21 


Here also there was an improvement in tho amount and proportion of 
realisations, hut nothing could really he worse than tho large outstandings 
which are shown to exist in this department in almost every c.slate. Tlius 
in tho Burdwan Rnj estate, out of Rs. 2,26,571 due to tho estate, Rs 80,892 
have been remitted, and a largo portion of the balance is said to he irrecover- 
able. In the Tikari estate, out of Rs, 1,62,023 which have been decreed, 
more than Rs. 1,26,000 appear to bo irrecoverable. In the Dighaputia estate 
Rs. 50,000 are irrecoverable out of Rs. 1,18,380. In the^ Deo Kumar and 
Dharm Kumar estate, the -whole amount duo, Rs. 45,458, is said to bo 
irrecoverable. In the Dokhin Shahbazpur estate Rs. 22,812 out of Rs. 26,469 
are irrecoverable. 

jf 4 
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TnE following table shows the number of registrations, the receipts and 

expenditure, and the number of registration offices 
open during the last six years: — 


Gonrral slatemont. 



or Jaeui.8trations. 

1 






t 



- Total 
ret'oipls. 



Numbor 

VlJAIi. 

AiTL'L*tinj;i; inline vciildc j 
^iroperty. ! 

Odu-i- 


e\ IK'U- 

diiuro. 

Surpltii^. 

of regis- 
tration. 




roi^istra- 

Tot.sl. 






... - 

tiuLis. 








Coiiipiil- 

bory. 

Oidicmid. 












■ Us. 

Ks. 

Ks. 

i 

l88r».S7 

tire.sas 

191,61 S* 

127.123 

69S.539 

10,31,486 

5,(M,274 

4,07,211 

3(Ki 

1SS7-S8 

495.099 

t»6, 164* 

126,9.10 

7l7.9it3 

10,21,982 

5,79,260 

4,12,716 

301 

18S8.89 

6:n,6iO 

11 3.470 

190,482 1 

7H3.462 

10,93.172 

[ 5,99,17(5 

4,94,296 

304 

1889-9U 

ei4.9:{3 

117,191 

101,484 

89:1,6(18 

■ 11,98.801 1 

6.27, 134 

5,71,367 

307 

1890-91 


148,766 

148, J IS 

897.316 

12,4(^),4S1 1 

6,29,369 

6,11.122 

322 

1891-92 

009,026 

173,701 

165,730 

988,463 

, 13,33,736 

6,84,203 

6.49,683 

333 

finTi'ilsc ... 
l)rrn*ahC ... 

68,613 

24,9tio 

7.588 

1 

1 

91.147 

i 93.265 

54,844 

1 :i8,4ii 

11 

•» » 


* Tlii'Mi lififiiri's irirliKlo vina’ jI'V'vIs tin' ol wliu'h has now ht rome rnmnulsorv undi'r llin ihui^al Tonuiio' Art . 


The total number of registrations during the year was 988,463, against 
897,310 in 1890-91. Of these, 832,727 were in respect of iramovcable property, 
against 749,168 in the ])revious year, liegistrations of moveable property, 
which fell off from 149,300 in 1889-90 to 145,619 in 1890-91, increased dming 
the year under review to 153,592. The most noticeable increase in any item 
was in instruments of mortgage of value less than Its. 100, the number of 
which rose to 154,843, against 130,431 in 1890-91. 

The total number of transactions involving 

tenures, or of shares 
whatsoever kind, rose 
in 1890-91 and ‘90,691 
tion of the purchasers in such trfuisac'ions among the various classes concerned 
compares as follows with the corresponding figures of the last two years : — 


Salt" of cstalos, 
raiy.Tli Loldiu^s. 


fpiiurc'.s niid 


the transfer of estates or 
in estates and tenures of 
to 04,894, against 89,860 
in 1889-90. . The distribu- 



Mabiijnne, 


Intc^rmo- 




tradore, 
and monoy- 

Zumiu- 

diirs. 

diiitt' 

tonure- 

Btiiyats. 

Others. 


Ic nders. 


holderri. 




l*or oent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per oent. 

1691-112 

9*8 

15-fi 

291 

23-3 

221 

1890-91 

9-4 

ir,‘(i 

27-9 

24-9 

22-2 

1889-90 

9-9 

15-3 

290 

241 

211 
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'The number of raiyati holdings transferred by deed of sale during the 
year was 141,206, of which 37,519 were holdings at fixed rates a)jd 10:h777 
holdings with rights of occupancy. The most noticeable feature of tliese sales 
is the increased tendency on the part of all classes to buy up rights of occu- 
pancy rather than holdings at fixed rates, as shown by the following figures : — 



Mahajans. 

Zamindars. 

liaiyats. 

Otlierri. 

Holdings at fixed rates ... | 

5,990 

5,338 

4,050 

4,318 

.‘>0,383 
20,.“, 48 

9,045 

fe,735 

Holdings with occupancy 1 1891-92 

13,068 

0,(il5 

75,2(i3 

10,.S9l 

rights. 1 1890-91 

9,919 

8,477 

(i0,9l3 

10.210 


There was a falling off in the number of n'gistrations under sections 12 


Rcf'i'.tralLonH under llie llciif'al 
Tenancy Act. 


and 18 of tho Tenancy Act from 22,547 in 1890.91 
to 20,391 in 1891-92. The annual decrease iii 
operations under tho Act still continues, and there 


is an undoubted tendency of the registration sections of that A<*,t to bocomo a 


dead-lottor. 

The number of perpetual leases registered rose from 82,251 to 89,024, and 

the number of instruments of lease otlier than 
pcrifhtual, tho registration of which is coiujiulsory, 
rose from 209,726 to 210,455. Zamindari settlements have given a great 
impetus to the registration of sinlill leases all over the Province. 

The number of refusals to regisitcr rose from 8,908 in 1890-91 to 4,239 

in 1891-92, but the result of appeals against such 
Refusals to register, aud appii- |.(Jf^sals shows a considerable improvement on last 
cations lor cop.es uud searches. registration having been ordered in 383 cases 

and refused in 229, compared with 420 and 215, the coiTesponding figures of 
1890-91. Applications for copies and searches rose from 30,040 to 34,23(5, a 
fact which the Inspector-General accepts as indicating the increased efficiency 
and popularity of tho Depart/uont. 

During the year 1 1 new rural sub-registry offices wore cpeiuid, six cx-ojjicm 

v-v-lY*! ^1-1 /-k ra/M-i aT/-\'ai4 


New suli-rcgistry offices. special offices, uud ono ex-ojficm offieo into a rural 

one. Since the close of tho year five more special offices have been opened in 
stations where the work has formerly been done l»y cx-ojjirlo Sub-Keg istrars. 
It is desirable that tho latter class of officers should disapp.*ar altogether, and 
that the multiplication of rural sub-registry offices, where the need for f tiom 
is clearly established, should bo encouraged. The o])cning of new oflici's may 
load to a diminution of the profits of tiio Department for a year or two, but, if 
carried out with discretion, tends finally to an increase in the revenue, besides 
being greatly to tho convenience of the people. 

The number of inspections made during the year by the Inspector-General 

and other officers of the Dtjpartmeiit was 949, com- 
luapertious, pared ivith 879 in 1890-91. Adding to these tho 

inspections made by the Lieutenaiit-Govornor and ‘the Commissioners of Divi- 
sions the total number of inspections of registration offi (!08 made during tlio 
year must have been close on 1,000, and tho Inspcctor-Gcucral reports (hat 
a decided gain in smartness and clfficicncy throughout tho Province has ’noun 
tho result. The number of inspections by Special Sub-Kcgistrars, in which a 
falling off was noted last year, ro.se in the ye^r now under review from 273 to 
300. There is still, however, a noticeable failure in this respect on tho part of 
some officers of this class. The lns[)cctor-Gcncral reeommemlod that as the 
salaries of these officers are given on account of thoir duties of inspcjction, those 
who have ten or more offices to inspect receiving Ks. 100 a montli, and otljers 
Rs 75 failure in these duties should be followcfF by pronortionato lo.ss of jiay. 
This proposal has been accepted by the Government, and in future any officer 
failing after due notice given, to perform the requisite number of inspections, 
will be liable to a reduction of pay under the orders of Government on tho 
recommendation of the luspoctor-General. 
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The following table shows the working of Act I (B.C.) of 1876 for ^ho 
Working of tiio Muliammadan voluntary registration of Muhammadan marriages 
Mamaso Registration Act. and divorccs sinco its introduction : — 



Ninnbor 
of ili.strifi'.' 
in nliirli 
tho AL*t 
was in 
forco. 

Numhor 


Number 



Y EAR. 

of oJlioo.s 
open on 

Number of 
inarria'^i's 

of divorces 
other than 

Number 
of khulas 

Total 
number of 


tho Slst 
]\Iarch. 

registered. 

khohis 1 registered, 
registered. 1 

i 

ceremonies 

registered. 

1876-77 

M. 

77 

2,5.55 

402 

161 

3,118 

1877-78 

M 

10:i 

7.391 

1.4U4 

695 

9.390 

1878-79 

It 

io:t 

8,1(51 

1,705 

771 

10,637 

1870.80 

U 

107 

7,137 

2,1 '97 

623 

9,867 

1880-81 

14 

im 

6,777 

1,871 

779 

8,430 

lSrtl-8-i 

U 


4,951 

2,239 

667 

7,867 

18H2-83 

14 

112 

fi.OiJS 

2,247 

766 

8,081 

1883-84 

Ji 

112 

4,273 

2,315 

895 

7.483 

188.1-86 

14 

112 

3.913 

2,6 10 

957 

7,410 

1886-86 

11 

112 

3.993 

2.422 

1,109 

7,624 

l88';-87 

14 

112 1 

3,926 

2,179 

1,117 

7,262 

188T-88 

14 

112 

4,10.) 

2.478 

1,OUO 

7,668 

1888-8!) 

14 

113 

4.527 

5.', 819 

1,113 

8,469 

188!».9l) 

14 

113 

3,9.VJ 

9,119 

1,137 

8,216 

189i)-91 

U 

115 

4.Ut)3 

3,164, 

1,234 

8,461 

1891-92 

10 

151 

5,442 , 

3,260 

1 

1,474 

1 

10,176 


Tlie Act was oxtondod to livo now. districts, viz., Ctilcutta, 2‘1-Pargana8, 
Jessore, Mur.shidubaJ, and Jalpaiguri, during the year under review, and .36 new 
office.s were opened ---o.5 in tlie new districts, and 1 in Nadia. Only two of tho 
now districts, however, — Calcutta and the 2 t-Pargana8, — commenced oporations 
during the year and show oxccllcnt results for so short a period. The increase 
in tho number of marriages regiatorod, which was greater than in any year 
sinco 1880-81, is satisfactory. There can, however, bo little doubt that the 
number of registrations^ still bears a very inconsiderable proportion, probably , 
not moro than from 2 to 3 per cent., to tho total number of Muliammadan 
marriages during tho year. 

Thirty-six now companies, limited by shares, with an aggregate nominal 

TW A.1. Vt o! IS82. “f 

during the year 1891-92, against eighty- 

four companies, with an aggregate nominal eupital of Ks. 3,70,67,000, in the 
preceding year, thus showing a decrease of Ks. 2,59,36,000 in tho aggregate.. 

nominal capital. The figures in the margin 
will show that there was an abnorninl 
increase in the nominal capital in 1890-91, 
which was entirely due to the registration 
of a largo number of gold-mining com- 
panies. Of tho above thirty-six newly- 
registered companies, one was a banking company with a nominal capital of 
Rs. 2,00,000; thirteen trading companies with a capital of Rs. 13,57,000; tl^ee 
mills and pressing companies with a cajiital of Rs. 50,10,000 ; eight planting 
companies with a capital of Rs. 15,15,000; five mining companies with a 
capita] of Rs. 15,00,000 ; and six miscellaneous companies with a capital of 
Rs. 15,40,000. 

Ton companies increased their capital, tho increase amounting to 
Rs. 7,01 ,500. Of twenty-oight companies under liquidation, twenty companies, 
with an aggregate nominal capital of Rs. 64,85,000, commenced dissolution 
during tho year, and eight, with a total capital of Rs. 17,45,000, that had 
boon under liquidation in previous years, filed their final accounts during the 



Total 

Aggregate 

Year. 

number 

nominal 


registered. 

capital. 

Its. 

1899-90 

21 

84,11.000 

18!)0-!il 

St 

.3,70,67.000 

1891-92 

3t5 

1,11,22,010 


year. 

Tho total amount of fees realized for tho registration of companies amount- 
ed to Rs. 12,419, against Rs. 23,074 during tho previous year, which was an 
exceptional year owing to tho registration of a large number of gold-mining 
companies. Tho total oxpendituro incurred during the year was Rs. 660. 
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' There were 824 companies and one guaranteed company working in 
Bengal at the close of the year. The following table shows their nature, 
number, and nominal and paid-up capital: — 


NaTCBJ! of CoMPANIEa. 

N umber. 

Nominal capital. 

F&id-up capital. 



Kfl. 

Us, 

1.— Banking and Insurance Companies 

29 

S.I3.»5,000 

2 40,94,988 

IL~-Trading Companies ... 

4il 

2,15,81,400 

1,76,06,736 

Ilf.— Mills and Presses 

36 

2,93,95.000 

2.12, .38, 489 

IV.— Planting Companies ... 

141 

4,34,23,075 

3,67.76,117 

V.— Mining Companies ... 

47 

2;3.'i,(i8,500 

1.39,36.476 

VI.— Ice Manufacturing Companies 

4 

8.10,000 

7,16.920 

VIL— Sugar Manufacturing Companies 

1 

13,00,000 

16,()(J,0(i0 

VUL— Other Companies 

18 

36,05,000 

15,36,003 

Total 

325 

16.50,08,476 

11,64,81,728 
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CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY. 

The total iiumhcr of ruet'tiii".s held was 280, as against 276 in 1890-91 
\w.., I frw • • and 2S2 in the preceding year ; the various Standing 

UoinmitKics, mclu<ling tlio Cjoiicral Uoniuaittee, met 
IGl times — a considerable advance on any previous year. The percentage of 
attendance of all Coiumissioners at all meetings was 47, that of the elected 
Connnissiencr.s being 46, and of the nominated Coinrnissionors 48. The 
General Coimnitteo, which is the backbone of municipal administration in 
t.laleutta, consisted for the greater part of the year of 18 members besides 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, and the average attendance at their meetings 
was nearly 68 per cent. Twenty-two Commissioners, as against eighteen in 
1890-01, attended more than bO meetings in the year, and out of this number 
ten were present more than 100 times. Four of the latter were nominated 
Commissioners. 

Several matters of great moment wore dealt wdth hy the Commissioners 

„ during 1801-92. Among these were — improveid rules 

rouK-irifts at mil iiiiffs. for the spcody realisation of rate bills, and for the 

supply, maintenanc'.!. ;ind issue of .stores ; tin! issue of a 4| per cent, loan for 
20 lakhs of rupees j the proposal to exempt charitable imstitutions from the 
payment of rates ; the (lopufatlon of the Health Ollicer to the Ilygenic 
Conference in London ; tho electric lighting of the now road ; tho supjdy of 
medical aid to the southern suburbs of tho town; tho better dispo.sa] of 
objections to as.sessmcnt ; tho proposed extension of municipal limits; the 
veterinary treatment of sick eattlo the ]>ro]X!rty of tho Municipality; and the 
construction of si new incim'rator. Jlany of these important questions are still 
under considoratioji. 

The loan liability of ilio CorporatioTi at t he beginning of tbo year amounted 

to Us. 2,12,61,771-5-6, as follows: — 


Loans. 


0 [XT nont. JeLentures 
r> ditto ditto 

t-i ditto ditto 


Consolidated loans fmm Oovormuont ... 

Total 


Rs. 

1,12,000 

1,43,00,900 

10,48,300 


A. 

0 

0 

0 


p. 

0 

0 

0 


1,54,01,200 0 0 
08,00,571 6 6 

2,12,01,771 6 6 


-During tho year this wsvs increased by a loan of 20 lakhs raised in the open 
inai’ki't, by a sum of 2 lakhs borrowed from tho Port Commissioners for throe years 
without iutorcst, and by the i.ssuc of tho balances of previous loans aggregating 
in all Us. 1,01,000. Half of the loan of 20 lakhs was set aaido for j;he acquisition 
and construction of the Harrison Road, 6 lakhs were allotted for tho extension 
of the water-supply, and tho remaining 4 lakhs for drainage. On the other hand, 
the (commissioners were able to pay off Ks. 2,20,103-7-9 of the consolidated 
Government loans and Us. 1,03,000 of the public debt as follows: — 

Rs. 

Balanoo of tho 0 por cent. loan of 1807 (by transfer to tho 

5 per cent, loan of 1887-88) ... ... ... 3,0U0 

Balance of tho 6 per cent, loan of 1870 (in cash) ... 3,000 

0 per cent, loan of 1871 (do.) ... ... 97,500 


Total 


1,03,500 
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Consequently at the end of the year their total loan liability was represented by 
the following figures 


Balftnoe of 6 per cent, debenture loans 
5 per cent, debenture loaus 
41 ditto ditto 


Us. A* r* 

8,500 0 0 
1,44,01,900 0 0 
30,48,300 0 0 


1,74,68,700 0 0 

Bolanoe of consolidated loans from OoTemment .. 65,80,407 13 9 

Loan without interest from the Bort Cominissionors 2,00,000 0 0 


Total 


2,32,39,107 13 9 


Against these liabilities the Commissioners^ held on the Slat March 1892 
a sum of Ks. 6,30,196-11-9 in the 1 per cent. Reserve Fund. The borrowing 
capacity of the Municipality, based upon the annual valuation, was during the 
year Ks. 3,06,00,000. The circumstances under which the loan of 20 lakhs was 
floated show that the credit of the Munieijmlity stands hfghor than over. The 
permission of Government was originally obtained to the issue of a loan bearing 
interest at 5 per cent., but it was decided to reduce the rate of interest to 
4^ per cent., and the amount of the loan at this rate was tendered for more than 
six and-a-half times over. 

The gross income of the Municipality was 
, . in ltJ90-91, and 

^ against Ks. 44,71 

on the year’s working. The priifbipal items 


Receipts. Expenditure. 

Bs. Rb. 

General rate at Bs. 91 per cent. 16,07,146 Interest on general loans 4,47,192 

Sewage rate at Ks. 2 per cent. 3,38,240 Contributions for repayment of 

Water-rate at Re. 6 per cent. 9,30,751 loans ... 1,86,629 

Lighting rate at Rs. 2 per cent. 3,38,486 General establishmont 3,88,022 

Taxes on prof ossions, &o. 5,25,113 General office expenditure 1,07,697 

Municipal market receipts 1,22,478 Read department 4,34,383 

Receipts horn sale of water 86,806 Gowkbana 2,06,044 

Conservancy 1,65,360 

Basti cleaning 1,07,235 

Sewngc-rate barges. 2,79,976 

Water-rate ohargos 10,84,278 

Lighting-rate charges 3,65,147 


Rs. 45,68,085, against Rs. 42,06,412 
the oxpenditm'o Rs. 44,98,802, 
,109, leaving a surplus of Rs. 09,223 
of each arc as follow : — 


The total rates now realised are equivalent to 19^ per cent, on tho annual 
valuation of Assessable property, and tbo existcnco of a surplus at tho close of 
the year appears to justify the decision not to raise the rate to 20 per cent. The 
incidence per head of all taxation is Rs. 5-12-1 according to the census of 1891, 
as against Rs. 5-10-11 in 1890-91. 

The collection of rate bills in Calcutta is * entrusted to two officers, 

known as the Collector and tho Joint- Collector, tho 

CoUeotioD o mean. operations corresponds, respectively, 

with the Town proper and the Suburbs as they stood* before tho amalgamation 
under Act II of 1888. If bills are not paid voluntarily, they ai-o referred to the 
Warrant Department for realisation, or in case of dispute or failure of service 
to the Assessoi^s Department for further enquiry. 

The operations of the Collector during the year just past showed some 
improvement since he raised the percentage of collections on the value of bills, 
issued from 83*94 to 86*40, and it is pointed out that this improvement was 
apparent in each of the three classes into which rate bills are divided, viz., those 
against owners, occupiers, and basti owners. This result is largely duo to tho 
fact that for the last quarter of the year the Commissioners consented to allow 
• notices of demand to be issued by the Collector directly upon tho expiry of 
the seven days allowed for payment under section 142 of the Municipal Act. 
The usual practice has been for unpaid bills to bo kept by the Collector for three 
months wimout any process being taken out ; at the end of that time notices 
of demand, the writing and serving of which often takes from two to three 
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months, are issned by the WarriEint Department, 'so that the municipal lates, 
instead of being collected within a month of their falling due, are fre^nenUy 
not paid till six months have elapsed. ' 

The work of tho Joint-Collector’s department was less satisfactory : it is 
true that he has made some improvement in his collections during tho last three 
years, the percentages having been 60*17, 73*85, and 76*66; but even the latest 
figure is far below that obtained by tho Collector. In tho miscollaneous depart-' 
ment his percentage of collections has fallen from 76*4 to 67*7. 

Whilo the warrant officer collected Rs. 1,93,361, he had in his hands at 
tho close of tho year uncollected bills to the value of two and-a-half lakhs, and 
his percentage of collections was 36*2. Sir Charles Elliott hopes that the Sub- 
committee, which has been appointed to report on tho working of tho Warrant 
Department, will compass its thorough reform. It is this department to which 
belongs the obloquy incurred in a recent case, where, in attempting to collect 
an arrear which was in tho main justly duo, the warrant ofiicers contrived to 


perpetrate so many technical eiTors, and acted in so harsh and inconsiderate a 
way, that tho learned Judge who tried tho caso docreod heavy damages against 
the ilunicipality. 

There has been greater activity in. disposing of tho objections to assessment, 
„ , ^ and the number disposed of in the year slightly 

exceeded the number filed. In the eleven wards 


whore tho assessment has been completed and revised, the result of objpetions 
has been a decrease of nearly four laklis of rupees upon the Assessor’s original 
valuation. • 


Under the general title of License and Registration are comprised such 

different matters* as licenses to carry on trades 
License Department. and professions, Or to koep carriages and ani- 

mals, and fees for the registration of carts and 
hackeries, hackney carriages and jialkis, and it is satisfactory to ob8ei*vo that in 
tho aggregate there is an excess of Rs. 31,207 over tho budget estimate, and of 
Rs. 16,699 over the rectnpts of last year. Tho tax on trades and professions as 
usual brings in m<jro than half the total receipts (Rs. 3,31,716), whilo the only 
other item above a lakh of rupees is the tax on carriages and animals, which 
realised Ks. 1,42,141. Tho figures show that there is still a considerable arrear 
of tljo tax first named, only 72 per cent, of the gross demand having been 
collected ; but this figure is an improvement on that for the previous year, 
which Avas 69*2. It is also to bo observed that the percentage of collections 
A'aried in different divisions of the town 'from 83*8 to 62*5, but it is stated that 
drastic measures have b^sen adopted which should lead to an improvement. 
Special efforts were made to collect tho arrear demands, and 4,400 licenses were 
issued with retrospecti\'o effect, representing a sum of Rs. 52,689-— a larger 
number than in any previous year. Tho number of regular appeals a^inst 
assc.ssments was only 29, and of this number only G were successful. The tax 
on carriages and animals and tho number of licenses issued continue to show a 
stf^ady advance. The licenses issued were 7,212 in number as against 7,051 in 
1890-91, and tho tax aggregated Rs. 1,42,144, showing an advance of Rs. 1,129 on 
tho figures of 1890-91, and of Rs. 2,219 on those of 1889-90. The registration 
of hackney carriages and palkis and their drivers and bearers produced Rs. 21,258 
as against Rs. 16,037, and tho number of carriages registered was 5,741 as against 
3,534. The increase in foes is>partly due to a change of the date for taking out 
licenses, by which foes for 18 months were collected in the year under report, and 
partly to an increaso of tho foes for second class carriages fromBs. 2 to Ba, 3. 
Tho number of palkis has increased from 380 to 600, and palki bearers have 
advanced from 028 to 1,614; these figures are remarkable in the face of the great 
numbers of passengors carried by the Tramway Company, but they doubtleoi 
havo a direct relation to the falling off in tho number of third class carriages, ^e 
to tho higher foes sanctioned by the new Act, and to the demand of 18 mo ^hjj f 
fees upon the change of date. These statistics lead to the condusiou fhat^the 
margin of profit to pr<mri6tor8 of hackney carriages of the lower classes in 
Calcutta is A'cry small. It is also pointed out that another, cause of falling 
off is that a large number of third class carriages and their ]ionie& and n smaller 
number of second class carriages and their ponies, were rejected. as not coming 
up to tho standard proscribed by the bye-laws under the Hatley Carriage Act, 
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The’ lioutenant’Oo^ernw is of opinion tbaiti these bye-laws are not yet enforced 
With sufficient stringency, and he is informed that many unfit carriages and 
ponies' may still be seen plying in the streets. 

The results of the utigation in which the Municipality was involved 
litigation. during the y^ were on the whole . satisfactory. 

* , ‘ The Commissioners appeared as plaintiff in twenty* 

e^ht ' and as defendant 'in thirteen CXvil suits. They were successful in all 
the 'Suits in which th^ wore the plaintiffs; as regards those in which they were 
sued, they seem to have been u-advised in defending the suit brought by tho 
Official Assignee on behalf of tho estate of Babu Jagannath Khunnah, and in 
the case of Babu Jadu Lai Mullick, which has been decided since the close of 
the year, and which has already been referred to, they wore found by the Judge 
to have aetod harshly, and to have disregarded certain technical obligations. 

The statistics of prosecutions instituted by the Commissioners under the 
Municipal Act seem to show that criminal proceedings have been taken with 
greater care and discrimination than has hitherto been tlie case : not only was 
the number of persons prosecuted loss than la 1890-91 (16,307 as against 
17,502), but the number of those whose cases were dismissed was smaller, 
being only 354, against 450 in 1890-91. Tho Commissioners complain again 
of the inadequate fines imposed upon conviction, and it is shown that in 
prosecutions by the License Department tho average line was Rs. 4-3 in 
1891-92 and Ks. 4-12 in 1890-91; that in the Health Department cases they 
were smaller still, averaging Rs. 2*3-6 and Rs. 2-4, while in prosecutions by the 
Road Department they wore even more insignificant, being Rs. 1-6-5) and 
Rs. 1-5. When it is remembered that those prosecutions referred, among otliors, 
to matters of such public im[)ortance as keeping animals without a license (1,387 
cases), keeping offensive matter for more than 24 hours (630 cases), and allowing 
sewage to flow oh the street (272 cases), it can hardly be said that tho fines wore 
deterrent. Under tho Vaccination Act, 697 summonses were issued, includiug 
pending cases, as against 679 in 1890-91. In 386 cases the necessary action 
was taken oh receipt of the summons, and tho children were either vaccinated 
or brought for inspection, as tho case might be, and tho number actually 
convicted and fined was only 76. In 1890-91 the corresponding figures were 
416 and 78. 

Tho cost of tho Printing Department, in which the Municipality prints 
_ . its own bills, forms, notices, and reports, amounted 

Printing DepnrtmeDt. 22,520, against Ri 21,803 in 1890-91. 

There seems reason to believe that a considerable amount of economy can be 
effected in this Department. 

The relation of the Commissioners to tho education of the youth of Calcutta 
. is tho same as it was last year, when it attracted 

£ aostion. unfavourable notice of Government. A Sub- 


Oommitteewas appohj^d to enquire and report upon tho observations made by 
the Lieutenant-Governor ; but so far their report has not been received, and no 
reform has been carried out. From the Commissioners’ report it appears that 
8 sum of Rs. 2,950 was allotted, of which Rs. 2,9*35 were actually expended 
during' the year as grants-in-aid to 66 schools, but it is not stated what the 
number of scholars was, nor of which sox they wore. It follows from tho 
character of the population that the number of children of a school-going ago 
is less in Calcutta than is usual : the Health Officer, basing his figures on tho 
census, states the number of boys of. that age in tho Town proper to be 36,564, 
wl^h gives a percentage of 11*5 on the male population ; this ratio, applied to 
the- whole municip^ area, would ^eld 49,142 as the real number of boys of the 
school-going age in Calcutta. This figure may be accepted as showing the 
number of Itoys for whom tho Corporation of Calcutta is bound to see that 
educational provision is made, and this duty has not hitherto been performed. 
Frtfm the statistics ^von by the Education Department, it seems probable that 
a very targe proportion of these boys is actually at school. If the facts are so, 
it » not tnoMuniripal Administration nor the Municipal Funds to which the 
ca^t ii^ue. Indeed, the Town of Oedcutta has never (it sceins) given a single 
rupee tp education ; but when the larger part of tho Suburban Municipality was 
kelbded inthe Town, a grant of Rs. 3,000 which it used to make was taken 
’over md BO that this inconsiderable sum is still the sole contribution 



80 


BE270AL ADM1MI8TRATION BEPOBT. 


[1801-M. 


of the leading municipal body in Ben^ to the fulfilment of one of its primary 
duties. On the other hand, the lb:ovincial Government gave during last year 
the sum of Ks. 44,179 to primary education within the limits of Calcutta 
alone. 

Turning now to the cliicf material improvements chronicled, it may be 

mentioned in the first place that the extension of c 
Watcr-supp y. water-supply, both filtered and unfiltored, has 

been vigorously (lanied on during the year, 581 stand-posts for filtered water 
having boon en cted, and more than 36 miles of pipes laid down, chiefly in 
the suburban area, while the completion in August 1891 of the Bhawdnipur 
project for the south suburban area practically completed the supply for the 
enlarged metropolis. The Lieutenant-Governor cordially concurs in the 
approbation winch the Commissioners bestow on their Engineer officers for 
the rapid and efficient execution of this important project. At the end of 
the year tlio daily supply of water was 19 million gallons of filtered and 
million gallons of unfiltercd water, giving a daily average per head of 36’93 
gallons of filtered water in the H’own and lo'll gallons in the Suburbs, besides 
an additional supply of 10 gallons per head of unfiltored water in the Town for 
bathing and cleansing purposes. Land was acquired at Pulta during the year 
for the construction of two more settling tanks; it has been cleared, and the 
construction of a oircumscribmg road is in progress. 

Another important work which has been carried nearly to completion 

during the year is^he Central Road, which has lately 
"" *■ boon ro-namod the Harrison Road in commemora- 

tion of the late Sir Henry Harrison, who for nine years filled with conspicuous 
ability th(3 post of Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality. The original plan 
was for the acquisition of a strip of land 170 feet broad from tho Hooghly 
Bridge to tho Sealdali Road, down the centre of which a first class road was 
to bo constructed 70 feet in breadth, including foot-paths, while the surplus 
land on either side was to be sold as sites for buildings of a superior class. Had 
this scheme been carried out in full, tho road would probably have been con- 
structed free of cost to the rate-payors, since the surplus plots would have been 
sold at a very large profit ; but much of the surplus land was exempted from 
acquisition on special terms arranged with tho owners, and it is estimated that 
tho cost of the scheme will be about 20 lakhs exclusive of the compensation 
which may bo awarded in an important case not yet finally decided. 

A new im'incrator has been constrqctod at Goragacha for tho consump- 
, . , tion of the refuse of tho Suburbs, and it is reports 

uposa 0 re use. ^ ^ since the conclusion of the year under report it 

has been started, and is working with complete success. It is hoped that if this 
experience is sustainc'd, tho Commissioners will be enabled to decide on adopting 
this mode of disposing of their refuse generally in preference to the rude anc 
dangerous method now followed. Very valuable testimony to the superiority 
of this system of destroying refuse has been home by so ’eminent an authority 
as Sir Spencer Wells who, in an address on the 5th January 1892 to the 
Calcutta Medical Society, ‘ascribed the great prevalence of deaths from tetanus 
to tho practice whic.h has existed for so many years of throwing tho refuse of 
the city into tho Salt Lakes, 

Tlio drainage system 'of the Town proper has practically been complete 
^ for some years past, and the length of pine sewers 

ramago. ^ opon is 200 milcs. Since the amalgamation 

of the Suburbs the Commissioners have bad to face the important question of 
draining the added area, and they have arranged to tako up the surface drainage 
scheme first at an early date. Tho Lieutenant-Governor trusts that this 
important matter will not bo forgotten, since there can be no doubt that the 
higher death-rate in the Suburbs is very largely duo to the unsystematic and 
inade(junte drainage of that part of the municipality. • 

Under section 37, clause 7 of Act II of 1888, tho Municipality are bound 
Exponditaro on Subarban iin- io expend annually a sum of not less than three 
uroveiuont. laklis of rupees on the improvement of the area 

nowiy added to Calcutta by that Act, and in the Resolution on the Import for 
1889-90, the Lieutenant-Governor roouested that in future the manner in whi<dk 
this obligation had been fulfilled should be clearly stated. The GommissioJion 
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have not yet been able to decide exactly what expenditure is debitable to this 
head, but, as a matter of fact, during the past year they fully discharged this 
obligation, since a sum of eight and-a-haJf lakhs was expended on new and 
important works in the Suburbs, of which the principal are the extension of the 
water-supply ^Rs. 2,94,122), the Jihawtinipur pumping station (ils. 2,71,078), and 
tho prolongation of Lansdowne Koad (Us. 1,13,014). 

Praiseworthy progress has also been made in the structural improvoracut of 
_ . bastis. Nearly two lakhs of rupees wore expended 

B.8U improToment. and tho Chairulaii has 

recorded with justifiable satisfaction that almost as iimch work was done in this 
department dming the year just past as in tho preceding four years. Tho re- 
quired improvemettts have been carried out in eight bastis in tho Town, w'hilo 
improvements are in progress in eleven others, and many more have been in- 
spected and surveyed in preparation for tho current year’s work. In the Suburbs, 
to which for tho first time the provisions of sections 2.‘)2 to 2y9, Act 11 of 1888, 
have been applied, orders have been passed for tho improvement of eight bastis 
in all. 

Tho population of tho muuicij)al area of Calcutta was found in 1891 to bo 
681,560, divided as follows: — Town (i.c., tho original municipal area as in 1881) 
466,460, and Suburbs (tho portion added by Act II of 1888)215,100. No 
figures are available to show tho variation of the population of tho combined 
area since 1881, but the increase in tho Town has been 33,241, or 3*;)5 per cent. 
Attention has fre^iuently been drawn to tho abnormal composition of the 
population of Calcutta, and it has been pointed out that it consists of a dis- 
proportionately largo number of temporary adult inhabitants, that tho pro- 
portion of males is unusually higii, and that as a censecjuenco the i)roportion 
of infants and children is abnormally small; morcovtir, that tho individuals in 
tliis floating population are prone on tho approach of illness or death to leave 
the city for th<ur homos. These considemtions sensibly affect tho local death- 
rate, and render it abnormtill)' low for an Indian city ; while another important 
consideration has now been stated by the Health Officer, which detracts con- 
siderably from tho credit due for tho low death-rate, viz., that the death-rate 
of a town is largely influenced by that of its infant population, so that, 
when the latter is extremely small, tho general death rate must ordinarily be 
correspondingly favourable. Tho Health Officer gives figures in sujqwrt of liis 
conclusions that, during tho ten years which have elapsed since 1881, some 100,000 
immigrants have entered Calcutta, wl\ilo 25,000 inhabitants have left it : the 
numlter of deaths dui’ing the same period was over 122,000, and of births 80,386. 

Tho figures for the year 1891 show that there was an unusual number 
both of birms and deaths in Calcutta during that year. They are reproduced in 
the following statement : — • 



Urban Calcutta. i 

<8 1 

' Suburban Calcutta. 

Total Municipal ('alcutta. 


Number. 

Ratio |»er 
mi lie. 

1 

Numlxjr. 

R-al io per 
* iiiillu. 

N umber. 

Ratio p4*r 
millu. 

Birtha 


17 0 

4,2ai 

19 0 

12,477 

18-3 

l^eatha 

13,033 

27*0 

8.181 

3y-'l 

21,.')17 

31 


The genefal death ratio of 27'^ in the Town is considerably above the 
decennial mean, which is 2;)'8, while in the Suburbs it was 39'4, against 37 in 
1890. This figure, besides being in proportion much higher than that of tho 
Town-proper, is absolutely very high; but iu 1891 the general provincial rate of 
mortality was higher than in 1890, and in comparing tho suburban death-rate 
witk that for Calcutta proper, it should not be forgotten that excluding 
four or five specially unhealthy wards in tho Town, the general sanitary condi- 
tion of the Suburbs is worse than that of the urlxin area : tho water-supply 
has not yet been fully extended to tho suburbs, tho conservancy arrangements 
tliere are still in a rudimentary state, foul tanks and open drains and ditches 
abound, and thick tropical vegetation finds space to grow which conceals 
impurities in life, and breeds malaria in decay. 
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Three important points of general interest mre noticed in the HealUi 
_ . Officer’s report, viz., the necessity of more stringent 

Sanitary recommendation. building regulations in Order to preveht overcrowd- 

ing and to maintain proper ventilation in spaces which have already been 
cleared and improved; the need for reservoirs of pure drinking water in 
bastis ; and the gradual but universal pollution of the sub-soil and the , 
atmosphere from the leakage of sewers. To the first matter the attention of 
the Commissioners will doubtless Ijc directed in due course. The second they 
have already taken up ; the difficulty is that the great mass of the labouring popu- 
lation who dwell in bastis return from their work in the evening, when there is no 
pressure on the mains, and have cither to use for drinking and cooking purposes 
water stored in their houses, and open to every sort of contamination, or else 
resort to impure wells and tanks. Permission has been given to basti owners 
to construct covered ro8er\'’oir3 for filtered water, but so far advantage has 
not been taken of this salutary concession. With regard to the third point, in 
his report on the drainage of Cahmtta, mucii stress Avas laid by Mr. Baldwin 
Latham upon the ])ollufion of the sub-soil from the leakage of tne sewers, and 
his observations aro corroborated by the personal observations of the llcalth 
Officer and the Cluiu'inan himself. Tin; Lieatenant-Govemor commends these 
efforts to put theory to the tost of practical observation, and will bo glad to see 
these investigations carried further still : careful notes should bo recorded of a 
largo number of experiments in all parts of the town in order to ascertain of 
what kind tho pollution is, to what distance e.Ktends, and wdiether it is due 
solely to tho iuado((uutc fitting of tho joints in sewers, as the Chairman would 
seem to think, or to exhalation, or to both in epmbinution. 


MUNICIPALITIES IN TIIETNTERIOR OF BENGAL. 


Amendment of tho BeDjt;aI IMuni- 
ripal Act 111 of 1884. 


Early in 1891-92, the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor was draAvn to 

a judgment of tho High Court, ruling that orders 
passed extending to particular municipalities certain 
provisions of tho repealed Bengal Municipal Act V 
of 1876 did not apply to the corresponding provisions of Bengal Municipal 
Act III of 1884. It followed that th(!se provisions dealing with important 
branches of conservancy, sanitation, and cognate subjects, wero not legally in 
force in any municipality to which they had been extended under Bengm Act V 
of 1876. This state of things called for an immediate remedy. Two courses 
wero open, either to amend tho Act so as to validate orders of the kind referred 
to Avhich wore paasod under the old Act, or to issue fresh orders under the 
new Act for each place affected by tho judgment. While considering this 
point tho Lieutenant-Governor was led to enter upon the general question, 
whether the time had not come to amend the Bengal Municipal Act III of 
1884 on a variety of points Avhich had from time to time been brought to 
notice as calling for amendment. Tho matter principally requiring reform 
is tho system under which tho assessment of municipal rates is framed, 
in which many irregularities aro found to exist. Larger powers aro also 
needed to enable the municipalities to enforce sanitary regulations, and <pro- 
visions aro required to facilitate tho control of the Government over munici- 
palities which neglect their duties — a control Avhich can now only be exercised 
by the drastic process of suspimding or abolishing the powers of the Com- 
missioners. A draft Bill embodying such changes as appeared to be most urgently 
called for was accordingly prepared and submitted for approval’to the Govern- 
ment of India. The question was still under discussion at the close of tho year. 

Tho total number of municipalities in existence at the close of tho year was 
„ , , nr • ■ ri- Ixnng the same as in tho previous year. The 

total population enjoying tho benefits of municipal 
administration in tho 145 municipalities in Bengal (outside Calcutta) is shown 
by tho recent census as 2,72J,405 souls. In 1881-82, when the previous census 
was taken, tho number of municipalities including unions and stations was 185, 
and their population amounted to 3,065,029. The municipal population of 
Bongal was theroforo 4'5 per cent, of tho whole in 1881-82 and 3*8 per cent, in 
1891-92. Tho decrease in the number of municipal institutions and of the 
population under municipal government is duo to the operation of Act HI (B.O.) 
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of 1884, which did away with a large number of unions which existed under Act 
V of 1876. These were small groups of villages which in reality were in no 
sense url^, and the administration of which it seemed better to transfer to 
the JDistrict and Local Boards then about to bo formed. 

Tho percentage of rate-paycrs is highest in the Presidency Division, 
where it is 21*3, and lowest in the Orissa Division, whore it is no more than 
In some few municipalities the proportion per cent, considerably exceeds the 

E rovincial average, as, for instance, in tho three municipalities in Nadia of 
limagar (34*3), Ranaghat (30 '8), and Sautipur (30’2). In Cfuttack and Dar- 
bhanga, on the other band, the ratio was as low as 8*8 per cent. Tho ex- 
tremmy low figures in those two important municipalities indicate either an 
extraordinary proportion of tho very poorest classes or tho need for a thorough 
revision of tho assessment. The average proportion of rate-payers to the 
whole population within municipal limits was 17‘4 per cent. 

Tho system under whush two-thirds of tho total number of Commissioners 

Elective eyetem. municipality are elected by the rate- 

^ * payers was, as in the previous year, in force in all 

the municipalities except the twenty-eight named in the Resolution for 1890-91. 
. General elections were held only in tho municipalities of Kharar in 

Midnapore and IlazAribdgh. In both places tho 
th^ear!* *’*®**®“* dwng oloctions were contested, but not with much spirit. 

Tho average attendance of voters at Kharar and 
Hazdrib4gh was 27*6 and 42*7 per cent, respectively of the total number of 
eloctora qualified to vote. The bye-plectious were in many cases contested, 
the percentage of attendance af voters varying from 77*7 at Avrah to *09 
at Lalbagh. Two of the bye-elections held during the year failed, one at 
Uttarpara and. the other at Cuttack, and tho vacancies wore filled by the 
appointment of Commissioners under section 16 of tho Act. It is curious to 
notice that in one ward in tho Meherpur Municipality there are only three 
persons registered as qualified to vote at an election, and it seems ridiculous 
to recognise it as a separate ward for electoral purposes. Tho general per- 
centage of voters at the elections held during the year for which complete 
figures ara given was only 37*5, a figure which indicates clearly enough that, in 
spite of statements often made to the contrary, the average voter sets but 
little store by the privilege of the franchise. 

The following table show's, separately for each Division, the consti- 
r. *• ( r. •*. tution of tho Committees of the municipalities, 

ConiUtation of Conunittees. . ,, i* • ,. 

together with the professions or occupations of their 

members: — 



The proportion of members of the legal profe’ssion is highest in the Chitta 
gong and Chota Nagpur Divisions, where it is 36*9 and 34*7 per cent., respectively. 
In the Presidenoy and Burdwan Divisions tho percentage is only 13*5 and 
20*7, The landholding class ore best represented in the Patna Division (26*2 
p«r cent.), tho Presidency (22*1 per cent.), Dacca (21*8 per cent.), and Bh4galpur 

a2 
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[ISOLes. 



Oflltdals. 

Europeans. 

1886-87 

.. 166 

9 1 

1887-88 

.. 16*2 

94 

1888-89 

.. 160 

89 

1889-90 

.. 10*1 

90 

1890-91 

.. 176 

82 

1891-92 

.. 16 8 

yo 

corresponding percentages 

have been very small. 

The 

largest 

number < 


(21*2 per cent.)* Ib the Patna Division there is a considerable proportion of 
offl. iiii‘ 1 . Buropeatt.. nou-official EuTopeans, and in the Monghyr district 
1886-87 ... 16 6 9 1 throe-fourths of the Commissioners are fhiropean 

io**I*o« employes of the flast Indian Railway, The table 

1889- 90 16- 1 9 0 IB tlio iTuirgiii, wliicli Compares the percentage ot 

1890- 91 ... 17-6 8u oflioiuls and Europeans, respectively, on the total 

1891.92 ... 16 8 90 number of Commi.s8ioners during 1890-91 with the 


The largest number of meetings during tlio year in any municipality 
, , was 56, held by the Municipal Commissioners of 

ttPD auco at mcotiuKs. Kumarkhali, a tigiiro which implies either an extra- 
ordinary devotion to business or an unusual dillicultv in securing a quorum. In 
thirty-seven municipalities the number of meetings held exceeded 20 : during the 
previous year only twenty municujialities reached this standard. 

In respect of percentage of attendance the results of the year ore satis- 
factory. In tivo munitiipalitics three-fourths of the Conuuis.sioners attended 
every 'mooting, and in niuety-.‘»evon others the attendance was more than 50 per 
cent., so that tho minimum attendance of one-half suggested in the Resolution 
for 1890-91 was attained in one hundred and two municipalities out of ono 
hundred and forty-five as against eighty-three in 1890-91. The highest average 
percentage of attend am;e was attained in tlie North Barrackpore Municipality, 
where it is shown to bo 87 ‘5, ami the lowc^st place is hold by Ranchi, whore at 
12 mcoting.s an avc'rago of only 80‘7 per cent, of the Commissioners attended. 

In conso(pieuc(5, probably, of tho rc'marks made in last year’s Resolution, 
^ ... considerable att(‘ntion has been given in this year’s 

,, motion of appointing Ward Com- 
mittccs, and the genera! opinion appears to bo unfavourable to their creation. 
They ('xist in 19 uuinicipalities only. 

The Municipal Benches in tho IVovinec, which were four less than in 
,, . . , X, 1 1890-91, tried 2'k090 cases of nuisance and broaches 

Mumcipal Bonches, „ ’ . i* i .n-of. 

ot consorvamty miles in whicli 17,o54 persons wore 
convicted, against 19,668 cases and 17,6tS9 persons convicted in the previous 
year. The amount of fines inflicted on each offender varied considerably, the 
general average being Re. 1-2-1. Some few of tho bonches appear to exist in 
little more than name, tho work* done at Govordanga, Nator, and Daudnagar, for 
iustanoo, being very small, while seventeen others tried less thou 100 cases. 

Tho tax on hol(ling.s vvus in force iu thirty-.six municipalities* as in the 


Assossmciits previous year, and Avas IcAued at rates below the 

legal maximum (which is, with two exceptions, 
*Presidency^*l[!*^”** 7 “^2 <^‘‘'“1'* 1>«T^ annum on tho annual value of 

Rajshaiii ” !!'. 2 lioltllngs) in twclve towns US iu 1 890-91, 

Chitiaconz ” 1 average incidence per head of municipal 

Patna ^ !*„’ 10 taxation of all kinds throughout Bengal (excluding 

^ Calcutta) avus Re. 0-12-4, against Re. 0-11-11 in the 
” ■" previous yeai’; and in sixty-seven municipalities 

Total 30 (none in the Rajshahi Division) tho incidence 

“ .amounted to 8 annas or le.ss per bead, against 
seventy-two in the preceding year. Tho figures for the several DiAosions show 
groat variations, which do not seem to be altogether commensurate either with 
the wealth or tho wants of the toAvus in queciion: — 


iMIDKNCKOP lA-X-ATlOH, 


Diviaioir. 

1890-91. 


BunlxTRii 2 3 3 

Presuli'iiey 2 0 6 

llAjHlmhi ... 4 0 1 

2 0 11 

(iliittUKong ... 1 0 4 

PHtna 0 13 8 

BhAgnlptir ... 0 14 3 

Orisfla ... 0 11 U 

Obota Nagpur ... POO 

AvtpragA lotal for tbfl 
Vrovfuco 


Us. A. p. Us. A. r. Us. A. p. Us, A. r. Rs. a. p. 


0 4 0 

(b 10 3 

0 3 4 

0 3 0 

0 2 4 

0 4 8 

0 4 8 

0 4 2 


. 

1 Avorogc. 

1800-01. 

1801^. 

R'l. A. p. 

Rs. A. P. 

12 6 

12 0 

0 12 0 

0 12 11 

1 6 11 

1 4 10 

0 15 0 

0 14 7 

0 11 8 

0 12 10 

0 8 4 

0 7 8 

0 0 K 

0 10 0 

0 8 10 

0 8 4 

0 6 10 

0 7 S 

0 11 11 

0 12 '4 
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The average rate . in the thirty-six towns where tlio tax is levied on 
holdings, — which comprise the largest and Avealthiost towns in the Trovinco,-— 
is 9 annas per head : in the remaining one hundred and nine muiiioipalitujs 
whore it is levied on persons it is 6 aunjis per head. 

The general or partial revisions of assessment undertaken and brought 
into force during the year rc.sultedin an increase of income in fifty-two and a loss 
in twenty municipalities. In sointi cases the oporatif)ns were not coinjdctcd during 
the year, and in others it w.as pi’oposed to enforce the new assc-ssments with effect 
from Ist April 1892. The largest increjise of income actuniod to the municipalities of 
Muzaffarpur (Rs. .3,000), Cossiporo-Chitpnr (ll.s. 2,80.>), Jessore (Its. 2,114), 
Baris^l (Rs. 2,123), Balasorc (Rs. 1,778), Ifurdwan (Rs. 1,142), .Jalpaiguri 
(Rs. 1,290), Binajjmr (Rs. 1,210), Kutor (Rs. 1,171), Jajpur (Rs. 1,041),’ and 
Kendrapara (Rs. 1,000). 

The current demand was Rs. 19,50,240, and out of this Rs. 15,09,550, or 

80' 1 percent., was collected. Of the anvar demand 
of R.S. 4,15,-370 only Rs. 2,99,455, »)r 72 per cent., 
was collected, and Rs. 01,011, or l-i'O per cent., 
Avasremittfid. The total deinaiid (including arn'ars) 
amounted to Rs. 23,74,010, of which Rs. 18,09,005, or 78‘7 per cent., wore 
collected, and Rs. 1,10,528, or 4'G per cent., remitted, leaving an outstanding 
balance of Rs. 3,95,077, being about 10-0 per cent, of the total demand. The 
table below summarises the results obtained by the municipalities in the 
various Divisions in this branchy of administration. Tlic closing balance is less 
by Rs. 20,293 than tlie opening balance was : — 


Demands, collectiona, reinis'sions, 
and outstandings on account of 
tuxes. 


Numhkh or MRMCU'MJTIKS. 


P<'pcontafj[e of total 
eoJloclious on total 
UuniauKi 

d 

£ 

1 

» 

j 

Presidency. j 

1 

Id 

1 

c5 

i 

a 

1 

Patna. ' 

lU 

d 

c. 

i 

» 

d 

w 

'8 

'J 

".h 

y* 

»rn 90 to 99*9 per coni. 

9 

10 

•1 

7 

1 

14 

2 

o 

! 

, 80 to 89 „ 

6 

10 

•1 

4 

3 

7 

G 

r 

’ ‘1 1 

, 70 to 79 1 , 

4 

11 


5 

1 

S 

2 

1 

, 1 

„ 00 to 69 „ 

1 

5 



... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

, 60 to 59 ,1 

6 

1 


... 

... 





Tola] 

liO 

y? 

11 

1 


5 

25 

11 

« i 

9 


It w’ill bo scon that the Dacca and C^iittagong Divisions show the best result.s 
all round. In the Dacca Division seven out of its eleven municij)alities are in tlio 
highest group, — and in neither Division did any municij)ality collect loss than 70 
per cent. Patna has the lurge.st proportion of its numi( ij)alities in tluj first class. 
The Burdwan and Presidency Divi.sioMs occupy the last })laces in the. scale, and 
it is to be regretted that these Divisions, which are considered by many »>f their 
inhabitants to be in the forefront of progi*ess, should show so poor a result. 

The Hackney Carriage Act Avas extojidcdto the toAviisof Kaihati and {South 

PmA imposts duriaR the year. ^aiTackporo in the 24-Parganas, and the Pilgrim 

Jx)ctging-1 louse Act was extended to the toAvii of 
Nadia during the year. The Municipal Oommis^oners of Dobhata in Khulna 
obtained sanctidn to levy tolls at a feny over a khal Avithiii their jurisditjtion, 
but there were no receipts from it^in tho year under rejiort. The jirovisious of 
the Municipal Act regarding the levy of fees on the registration of carts kept or 
habitually used witlun the municipal area have been introduced into Lalganj, 
Sitamarhi, and Madhubani in tho Patna Division and Chaibassa in the Cliota 
Nagpur Division. A water-rate of 3 per cent, on the annual value of holdings 
was for tho first time collected in the Bhagalpur Municipality, in the munici- 
palities of Burdwan, Bhadreswar, Kalna, and Rala.soro fees Avero for tho first 
time levied under Part IX of the Act, although tjiat Part laid been extended to 
those municipalities some time ago. 

The conservancy and other proA'isions of Part VI of the Act Avere extended 

EstenBion of various provisious ''wholly or partially diulng the year to tlio muum* 
of the Mniiicipal Act and Bye- palities of burdwan, llowrah, bonamuklu. Bally, 
laws sauctivned during the yeas. South Suburbs, Baranagar, South Burrackpore, 

, ’ a 3 
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Moherpur, Satkhira, Santipur, Kushtia, Patna, Tikaii, Cattack, Jajpur, Puri, 
and Haz^ribd^h. Part VII, which relates to water-supply, was extended to 
part of the municipality of Bh^galpur. Part IX, which regulates the constructioii 
and cleansing of latrines, was extended to the municipalities of Howrah, Uttarpara, 
Kumavkhali, and Kishorganj, and to the portions of the municipalities of 
Bbadreswar, Hooghly and Chinsura, Baranagar, North Barradcpore, Krishnagar, 
Patna, Motihuri, and Cuttack. Tlie pi-ovisions of this Part, which had been 
extended to Motiliari Municipality in December 1888, wore withdrawn during 
the year on the recommendation of the Cominissionois. Part X, which contains 
provisions for the regulation of markets, was extended to the municipalities 
of Burdwan, Howrah, South Bairackj)oro, Patna, Tikari, Monghyr, and 
Ilaziiribs'igli. Bye-laws framed under section SoO of the Act by the Commis- 
sioners of the following muni(*ij)alities were confirmed by Government 


Seromporo. 

13araiiiij'ar. 

Sutkliira. 


Govc*rdDn>;a. 

Nasirabad. 


Tikari. 

Daudmigar. 

Siwiiu. 


DarbJianga. 

Cuttack. 

Jhalda. 


The following table 

Tneome and expouJituro. 
preceding year 


compares tlio opening balances, income, expenditure, 
and closing balances of the municipalities in each 
Division for the year 1891-92 with those of the 


DivisKi:^. 

Opening lijilanoe ' 

Iricorm* during tho 
\*‘ar. 

Total funds avudahh* 
loi 

Total oxprnditnio. 

Closing balance* 


1890-91. 

lM‘1-92. 


1S'J1.9», I 



ISIKUIU. 

1891-92. 

1 1890-91. 

[ 1891-92. 


III. 

iu. 

Hs. 

1 lls. 

I 

Us;. 

lU. 

Us. 

Us. 

Us. 

Us. 

Hurdwan 

CK.rrc, 

CO. 01'. 

90,03.'! 

j 7,27.(MI4 

7,01,700 

7.87,017 

7,01.053 

C,. 89, 837 

00.047 

97,210 

Prosidonoy 

7 1.055 

01,51:5 

5, (!.*», (571 

1 12'' 

0,40,02(5 

0,81,071 

6,49,082 

5,80,444 

91 ,.>14 

1,01,227 

Kajsji.'ilj 

38,027 


2.8s,ono 

1 

3,20,027 

3,40.(570 

2, SI ,330 

3,22,093 

4I>,(>{)7 

24,577 

1 C.l 

4*:,S25 

0rj,(»90 

3,92, lU 

3,. 52,822 

4,35,209 

3,97,912 

3,70,171) 

.3,44,223 

05,090 

63.080 

Chittiigoni< 

5,39(5 

12.391 

71,4.31 

V 8,009 

7(5.827 

II0,.M53 

04.4;w 

70,015 

12,394 

14,448 

Pallia 

47,079 


4,72,157 

1,702 

3,10.N3(5 

5.00,555 

4,74,89.4 

6,00,453 

44,941 

(50,102 

B hagai pur 

25, MM) 

22, .5 19 1 

I,.''?, 737 

1,‘.» 1,500 

2,13,597 

2.17,065 

1,01,048 

l,H{),864 

22,6.19 

37,201 

<)riss.a 

3,035 

fi.39l 1 

H(».3.!{) 

92,488 

.v.),9r»5 

97,879 

Kl.60.5 

94,703 

.•S.dlM) 

3.117 

Chotft Nugpii 

11,220 1 

11,290 1 


05,542 

75.(W9 

70,832 

01.330 

02,376 

14,290 

17,457 

Total 

3jS,ii02 

3.C<),8.V2 1 

28, ;U, 20 It 

29.04,232 

3],12,40(J 

32,1)5,084 

27,81,52.4 

S8,«)f>,05C 

3,60.942 

3,90,028 


There is a total discrepancy of only Rs. 90 between the opening balance 
of 1891-92 and the closing balanco of the previous your. This is duo mainly 
to the re-adjustment of the old accounts of the Jiovelganj Municipality. The 
other small discrepancies have boon explamod by the local ofiicors. 

There was a total increase in the income of municipalities in Bengal (except 

Calcutta) of Rs. 80,028. The income under the 
debt anti suspense heads, including loans, deposits, 
and advances, amounted to Rs. 2,51,057, against Rs. 2,88,144 of the previous 
year ; and the real increase in the income may therefore coiTcctly be taken at 
Rs. 80,028 -f Rs. 37,087 (the dilforonco between the receipt^, under the debt 
heads), or a total of Rs, 1,17,115. 

The following table shows the income from taxation proper diiring 1891-92 
and the two previous years ; — 


NaJIBB OB 


YBab. 

Burdwan. 

1 

1 

Rajshalii. 

- - * 

Daevn. | 

Chlttfu 

Kong. 

1 

Patna. 

1 

OrUwa. 

1 

Chota 

Niigpur. 

1 1 

Total. 


Us. 

Us. 

Us. 

Us. 

Us. 

Us. 

Us. 

Rs. 

Rf. 

Rs. 

1889J0 

6,07,501 

3,87,817 

1,68,252 

2,23,810 

46.148 

3,58,813 

1,40,136 

‘60,884 

a8;Hi 

10,38,011 

1800-W 

6,43.474 

4, Id, ^2 

1,76,072 

2,10,700 

40,737 

3.60,439 

1,29,088 

67,704 

«8,1«0 

19.01,069 

1801-02 

5,43,866 

4,66,945 

1,76,870 

2,29.183 

65,208 

3,83,642 

1,46.291 

116,011 

«,»7 

20,96,152 
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Tho pot in( 9 reo 9 e or dotsreaso o| ipooipo pnder this head in each Divi- 
qiop dwring of the last three years, as compared with the pext preceding 
yoap, is shown in the following table ; — 


Division. 

IxcaBASB ( + ) oa DBCBEASB ( — ). 

Total. 

1889-90. • 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Burdwan 

+ 7,318 

+ 35,973 

+ 381 

+ 43,672 

Presidency 

Not known* 

+ 31,785 

+ 37,344 

+ 69,129 

BaJ^alu 

+ 7,371 

+ 7,820 

— 693 

+ 14,498 

Dacca 

— 8,739 

—13,059 

+ 18,393 

— 3,405 

Ohittogong ... j 

_ (),177 

+ 4,589 

+ 5,561 

+ 3,973 

Patna 

+ 36,730 

— 2,374 

+ 27,103 

+ 61,459 

BhAgalpur 

+ 1,826 

—10,153 

+ 15,298 

+ 6,971 

Orissa 

+ 11,172 

+ 1,820 

— 1,703 

+ 11,199 

Chota Nagpur 

+ 8,0l)3 

— 352 

+ 2,608 

+ 10,259 

Total 

+57,504 

+ 56,049 

• 

+ 1,04,202 

+ 2,17,755 


• Owiug to tho abolition of tlio fcJubuvbiux Municipality on tho lat April 1889, 


Thus tho total income from taxation during 1891-92 sliows an increase of 
Bbiigaipur Division ... ii c Rs. 1 ,04,202, or 5*2 per cent., over tlmt of the previ- 
OWttaRong ii'2 ous year, whilst m the case of the Divisions named ui 

Presidency 8 9 margin the increa.se ranged between 1 1’6 and 

Patna 7’0 6*0 per cent, oi tho previous year s income, 

ckota Nagpur 6 5 I’lio total rccoipts from tho municipalities show an 

increase imder tho following heads 


Heads of Bevenue. 

Taxation — 

Tax on houses and lands 

Tax on animals and Tohicles 

Tax on professions and trades ... 

Water-rate "... 

Oonservanoy rates 

Tax on persons aooordiug to their oircumstancos 
and property 


Amount of 
increase. 
Bs. 

... Hi, 481 
... G.722 

... 3,293 

... 3,G20 

... 30,167 

... 41,041 


Total Taxation ... 1,10,221 

MisooUaneous ... ... ... 12,913 

Total increase ...1,23,137 


le other hand, there was a decrease under the following heads ; 


Heads of Bevenue. 


Tolls (on roads and at ferries) 
Lighting rate 
Sxtraordinaxy and debt 


Amount of 
decrease. 

Bs. 

... 4.174 

... 1,848 

... 37,087 


... 43,109 
... 80,028 


Total 
Net increoso 
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Tax ou houses and lands. 



JReceipls. 

IncrcABO. 

Name of Municipality. 

1890-01. 

1891-03. 



Ka. 

Us. 

Ph. 

Cossipore-CIii tpiir 

48,(571 

6:>,3tl. 

C,673 

Sant 1 pur 

10.511 

17,».27 

7,116 

Jessoro 

7.569 

8,735 

1,166 

Dacca 

65,(43 

5S.518 

3.476 

Naniyangunj 

17,017 

19.517 

2,500 

Chittagong 

13.8(53 

2tM>‘ ‘0 

7.13S 

Patna 

iO.<i97 

70.OXG 

9,939 

Gaya 

34.6* >4 

38.439 

3,935 

MuzaiTarpur 

21.341 

3i>.99S 

6,067 

Piirfioa 

8.895 

11,407 

2.513 

Salutbgauj 

3.735 

5,6i55 

2,940 


There was an increase under this head, as compared with the preidous 

year, in five Divisions, in 
ail except Burdwan, liajshahi, 
and Oiissa, which show a feU- 
iug off of Rs. 8,564, Rs. 6,039, 
and Rs. 1,420, respectively ; 
in the Chota Nagpm' Division 
this foruT of taxation is not 
ill force in any of the inuni- 
cipalitios. The municipalities 
nninod in the margin show 
the largest amount of increase 
in the five Divisions referred 
to above. 

The increase under this head was shared by all the Divisions except Chitta- 
. , , , gong and I ’ulna, and it occurred mainly in the 

Tax ou auiniaiM and vohidps. . .. . Tir- i /ij. q o-.o\ 

inunicipiihtie.s of Alulnapoi’o (as. o,3ooj, oouth 
Suburban (I?s. 1,41 It), and Rangpur (Rs. 1,79<S). In the Patna llunicipality 
there was a falling oil' fd' Jis. 5,137, chiefly due to decrease in receipts from 
the tramways, the Conimussioners having remitted one-half of the rent due from 
th(( truslee.s up to March 18!)3. 'I'ho increase in Midimporo is due to the 
realisation of the arrears owed by the contractor to whom the cart registration 
fees were farmed out in previous years; this system has sineo been discontinued, 
since it Avas condemned by tlie Commis.sioner of the Division and the Lo^l 
Remembrancer. Allhongli there was a slight increase in the Howrah Munici- 
pality, the jMagistrate thinks that the revenue from this source admits of much 
improvement. 

This rate wa.s for tlaj first time levii'd in the Rhagalpur Municipality during 
WitiTratft Avluive it prodiuicd Rs. 5,286. 

The only oilier miinieipalities where the tux Ls in 
force are 1 bird wan and Darjeeling. Jn the former there was a slight increase, 
whilst in the latter jiliieo tliero avus a decrease of Rs. 2,009, due to a reduction 
in till' rate at Avhieh the ta.x was levied. 

The inei'casc under this head aatus distributed among all the Divisions 

except Burdwan, Orissa, and Chota Nagpur, which 
Consorvam y (inchuiing scavou- | off oO incoine. The total income 

^ ot tho iviuaiuiiifi: SIX Divisions shows an increase ot 

about 20 per cent, over the income during tlie previous year. 

It is satisfactory to notice that under this head there has boon an increase 

on tho totals of all tho Divisions as oompared with 
previous year the not ineroaso amounting to 
about H per cent, on the previous year s income. 
Of the one hundred and nine municipalities in the ihovinco in which this form 

of taxation is in force as an alternative to tho tax 
on houses and lands, eighty municipalities show an 
increase, tho remaining twenty -nine,* distributed 
among all the Divisions except Chittagong, showing 
a falling olt of income. Appreciable increase of 
revenue from this source occurred in tho munici- 
palities of Baldyabati(Rs. 1,252), Ghatiil(lls. 1,010), 
Joyungar(Rs) l/)46), Khulna (Rs. 1,322), Lalbagh 
(Us. .5,079), Rurisal (Rs. 1,187), ‘'Muktagateha 
(Rs. 1,40(5), Sasariini < Rs. 4,345), where it rose from 
Rs. 3,790 in 1890-91 to Rs. 8,135 in 1891-92, Darbhanga (Rs. 3,290), Colgong 
(Rs. 1,142), English Bazar (Rs. 1,234), and Kendrapara (Rs. 1,000). The 
iucreasc Avas duo to realisation of arrears in many places and in some to 
revision of assessment. 

Tins rate is levied only in tho IIoAvrali Municipality at the rate of 3^ per 

cent, on tho annual value of holdings in a portion of 
‘g iting rate. tovvii, and of 3 per cent, in the rest of tho area 

lighted with gas. Tho docroaso of Rs. 1,848 is attributed to laxity on the part 
of the collecting staff. 


♦ Burdwaa 
Prt^'-idoricy 
llajsliiilii 
I)at*ca 
Patna 
Plia^alpur 
Oris.sa 

Chota Nagpur 


Division 


Total 


4 

8 

4 

3 

4 

I 

3 

20 
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No tolls are levied on any roads, and the rccepts under this head represent 

Toll, on road. Md at ferries. ferries alone. There was a slight 

tailing oft under this Iiead. Whilst some munici- 
palities show a small increase of income, noticeably Chapra (lls. 1,244), Daud- 
nagar (Us. 947), and Barisal (Its. 1,1 0-j), there was a large falling off of 
• income in the municipalities of Chittagong (Us. 2,247), Cuttack (Us. 2,037), 
Bh^galpur (Its. 1,613), .and Muzailarpur (Ks. 933), 

The following instances of private munificonco are specially deserving of 

.» acknowledgment: — Uaja Moheudra Lai Khan of 

Di itenco. Naraj.al continued to contribute Us. 2-'> a month to 

the Midnapore Municijiality for the maintoiinnce of the ward for contagious 
diseases.^ in Ghatiil the nuusoniy bathing ghat commenced by llabu Chintainoni 
Kumar in 1890-91 was comjileted during the yt'ar. Mahar.ani Shurnonioycc, 
M.I.O.C.I., of Kasimbazar, gave a further .sum of Rs. 500 for tho construction 
of a road in Howrah, which has been called by her name. To tho Rally Aluni- 
cijiality Babu Akhoy Churn Gulin, a rich gentleman of Calcutta, has made a 
gift of a strip of laud, 15 feet wi<lo and 490 yards long, for tho construction of 
a road. Babu Srishtidhar Conch, another Avoalthy merchant of Goverdanga, has 
sunk a well at a cost of Us. 5,000. Babu Girija I'rosuimo Miikerjco, zamindarof 
Goverdanga and the Chairman of the local municipality, has caused a large 
to bo excavated, covering an area of nearly 15 biglias, at a cost of Us. 5,0UO. Sri- 
mati Monmoliini .Dasi of Naihati, widow of tho lute Babu Tarak Chuiidra Sarkar, 
of Kerr, Tai'ak and Company, has built an irou shed with ornamental pillars 
in the masonry ghat which slio constructed last year at a cost of Us. 0,090. At 
Jessoro, Babu Uniesh Chundra CUioso has excavated a new tank at Nilganj at 
his own expense. A substantial building, with ample and comfortable accom- 
modation and spacious frontage, was eVected in tho heart of the town of Rampur 
Boalia, adjoining the college buildings, for tho purposes of a hostel for the Hindu 
students of tho college. Th-' cost, whicli was about Rs, 10,000, w'as for tho most 
part met by a contribution from the Digluiputtia ward’s estate. Babu irpeudra 
Nath Sen, zamindar of Basanda, ina lo a donation of lis. 2,800 to the Barisal 
Munioipality, for tho construction of a eliolcra wanl, attached to the AInnicipiil 
Charitable Dispensary. Kazi |{aiziiddin Almied, a Municipal Commissioner of 
Dacca, coustrnotod an embanked road in tho Dacca Municipality at his own co.st. 
Mr. Lucas, a zamindar, oxeuvated a tank near the bazar in tho Pirojpnr Muni- 
cipality. Nawab Ahsanulla, Khan Baliadur, C.I.K., of Dacca, contributed 
Rs. 3,000 to the Comilla Alunicijnility for the erection of .an additional w'.ard in 
tho municipal dispensary. The hospital for females at Comilla, which is being 
erected by the munificence of the Nawab 8ahiba Faizunissa and her co-sharers, 
will bo Avithin tlio Comilla JIunicipality, where the site for it has also boon given 
by those ladies. Messrs. Burrows, 'riiom.soii, and Alylno of J^ihia contributed 
Rs. 652 toAva.rd.s tho maintenance of the .Iagdi.spnr dispensary, and kept up a 
middle class English school at a cost of* Us. 1,354. Air. J. Hennessy, a zamindar 
and indigo-planter of Mathurapur, made .a gift of U.s. 1 ,000 for tho impvove- 
mout of tho accommodation of the disjjen.sary in tho.fjiiglish Bazar Municipality. 
Raja Baikuntha Nath Do, Bahadur, aud Balju Satyendra Nath Dey re-excavated 
the Rani Sugar tank in the Balasoro Municipality, at a cost of Us. 3,764, and 
established a charitable dispensary for females, ei^dowing it at the same time 
with an income of lis. 600 per annum. 

Though considenible activity has boon displayed during the year in pre- 

paring schemes for water-supply and dniinage and 
several loan.s have been applied for, the amount 
' of loans actually brought to account during 1891-92 Avas only Us. 63,000. 
Of tins sum Rs. 30,000 Avorc lent by Goveriuueut to the Seramporo Alimiei- 
pality for tho improvement of the drainage, and Rs. 7,500 Avero paid over to 
the Rampur Bonlia Commissionoi'S in continuation of a loan for an equal amount 
in 1890-91. Of tho balance, Rs. 25,000 at 4-J- per (!ont. interest Avcrc raised in the 
open market by the BurdAA'an Municipality at a discount of a littlo more than 
three-fourths per cent, and Rs. 500 ropi;esents part of a sum advanced to the 
Chapra Commissioners by a private individual. 

Tho total municipal expenditure of the Province (excluding Calcutta) was 
P ... Rs. 28,66,056, against Rs. 27,81,524 of the pre- 

* * coding year, showing an increase of Rs. 84,532. 



BESaAL ADMINISTEATIOSf BEPORT, 




The year closed with a balance of Rs. 3^99,038, against Es. 3,60,9Jt5[ Of the 
year 1890-91. 

Tho largest expenditure was as usual incurred on Conservancy (Rs. 8,00,386), 
Roads ( Rs. 4,32,600), Hospitals and dispensaries (Us. 2,58,544), Office estahUah'* 
mont (Rs. 1,87,452), Collection charges (Us. 1,38,896),^ Lighting (Rs. 1,39,5)1), 
and Ihiblic Instruction (Rs. 1,30,068). The chief (Ufforences in expencRture, • 
as compared with that of the previous year (excluding the debt and suspense 
heads), are the following : — 


Jncrva^iC. 


Hoads of expenditure. 

Amount of 
’iuoreaso. 

Office establishment and collection charges 
Drainage 

Conservancy 

Ilosjiitals and disponsarics ... 

Puhlic Instruotiou 

Miscellaneous 

Es. 

... 31,012 
... 6,772 

... 05,156 
... 2f'),893 
... 14,780 

... 09,194 

Dem‘(h^€. 


Heads of oxpoiulituro. 

Amount of 
deoi'fttse. 

% 

Survey of laud 

Lighliiig ... ... •... 

Water-supply 

Es. 

... 7,915 

... 3,828 

... 48,725 


An increase of c-eponditure under those heads occurred in every I)ivision, 

Tho increase in tho Jiurdwan Division was coutri- 
Colleciiott establish- t,,> by all the nniuicipalitie.s t>xcopt Howrah 

and Sonamukhi, tho former showing a saving of 
Rs. 2,858, due to tho employment of a Secretary on reduced pay. The large 
increase of Rs. 1,235 in Raivlyubati is reported to have} been due to a general 
revision of tho establishments Avliich wms necessary owing to the state of 
chaos into which the office had drifted from internal dissensions, T'he present 
Chairman and Vico-Chairmsui are trying their best to bring matters into proper 
w'orkiug order. Tho increase of exj)endituro throughout the Province is 
variously attributc^d to the payment <»f larger sums as contributions on account 
of audit and banking chatrges, to grade increments allowed to officers accoi’d- 
ingtothe lixed .scale of })ay, to tho eniployimait of additional establishments 
in tho Collection D(‘])artinent for tho prompt realisation of municipal dues, 
and to the purchase'- of furniture. 

The five Divisions named in the margin show an increase of expenditure, 
Draio'i'^c wliich was almost stationary in the Rajsbahi 

Division, the three reinainhrg Divisions showing a 
falling off. The decrease ot expenditure was due not ,so much to the apathy 
Burilwaii. I Cliitt-animg. Municipal Commissioners on this subject as 

Prosidcufjr. j Pntna. " to a. general desire on thoii' part to proceed on an 

‘approved plan, as in several pltt(;e.s experience bad 
shown that by taking up the improvement of tho drainage of i)ortion8 of munici- 


falling off. 


The decrease 


Burdwjui. 

Prcsidcucy, 


I CliiUa|;on*>. 

I Pttlna. 

Orissa. 


considered during the year by tho municipalities of Jiurdwan and Howrah, and 
also by tho municipalities on the cast bank of thollooghly, but no final conclusions 
w’ero arrived at. I’he Soramporo Municipality drew a sum of Rs. 30,000, 
which WHS sanctioned so long ago as 1889-90. In Puri and Rainpur Boalia 
loans of Rs. 25,000 and Rs., 15,000 were taken for the same purpose, and. 
considerable progress has been made. In Patna the municipal area was 
carefully surveyed, and a comprehensive drainage scheme estimated to cost 
over three lakhs drawn up for tho approval of Government: a similar 
scheme was undertaken in Arrah and in Muzaffarpur with tho assistance of the 
District Engineer: a loan has been applied for in all three cases. For 
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*Bi£rdwan 

Incroiuo 

Ks. 

... 8,672 

Prasideucj 

... 27.223 

Bajslialii 

... 11,108 

L)acoa ... 

4.5:'I9 

-Chittagoag 

4,013 

Patna ... 

5,404 

Bhdgalpur 

... 1.808 

Orissa ... 

3,302 

Chota Nagpur 

... 137 


dfaina^ of scver^ other towns tho schomes are in various stages of progress. 
Tbi» in the municipalities of Raniganj, Midnaporo, Sautipur, Dinajpiir, Jalpai* 
^inri} Pabna, and Comilla, drainage schemes were submitted to the Sanitaiy 
Board, while surveys are being carried on in Hooghly, Suri, Bally, Daiiihat, 
Krishnagar, Mehorpur, Bogra, and Faridpur. 

The figures showing for the year under review the oxjjcndituro under this 
Consorvaacy head include tho totals of three heads in the pre- 

vious year’s accounts, viz., “ Oonsorvancy,” “Road 
watering,” and “road cleaning.” It is satisfactory to notice that there has been 

an increase of ex])ondituro in all the L)i visions,* 
which was largest in tho Presidency. In the 
Burdwan Division this was most marked in tho 
municipalities of Burdwan (Rs. 2,402), ITooghly 
and- Cliinsura (Rs. 1,102), Serainpoi'C (Rs. 1,412), 
and Baidyabati (Rs. :},:i()4), where tho expenditure 
ros(5 from Rs, d,480 in 1890-01 to Rs. 6,784 in 
1891-02. There was a decrease in Howrah of 
Rs. 1,811, attributed to savings ctfocted by the 
use of tho conservancy railwaiy. The incroasc in Burdwan is duo to tho 
strengthening of the sweeper .stalf and repairs to latrines. Repairs of road- 
watering carts and purch.Tsc of some new ones mainly caused tho increase in 
Hooghly-Chinsura. Tho increase in Serampore is attributed to tho purchase of 
some new bullocks and some zia(i buckets, as also to the adoption of preventive 
measures to chock tho progress of cholera whicli broke out in tho town. Acquisi- 
tion of land for tho burial of nigh4-.soil and strengthening of tho latrincs-cleansing 
establishment caused the increase in Baidyabati. In tho Prc.sideiu-y Division 
tho largest increase of expenditure occurred in tho municipalities of Cossiporc- 
Ohitpur (Rs. 7,222), Maniktala (Rs. 15,438), South Suburbs (Rs. 1,038), and 
Berhamporo (Rs. 1,622). The increase in Oossipore-Chitpur and Maniktala is 
duo to the acMiuisilion of land rc(i[uircd for new trenching grounds. In the Raj- 
sliahi Division, tho municipality of Dai'jcclingshows a largo increase of R.s. 9,786, 
which is ascribed to a thorough and general impi’ovoment in the sanitary arrange- 
ments of the place. In the Dacca llivision there was an increase of Rs. 2,434 
and Rs. 1,331, respectively, in tho municipalities of Barisal and Nasirabad, duo 
in tho former case chiotly to tho erection of corrugated iron sheds tor sweepers, 
and to the purchase of cattle and c.irts, and in the latter to tho appointinout of 
a conservancy overseer. In the Chittagong Municipality there was a)i increase 
of Rs. 3,376. In the I’atna Division tho Patna and Arrah Munuiipalitios show 
an increase of Rs. 2,937 and Rs. 2,000, respectively. The increased ex])onditurc 
in Patna is due to the purchase of new conservancy carts and to repair and 
construction of wells for watering tho roads. In the Bh4galpur Division there 
was an increase in all the municipalities except Bhagalpur and Purnea. Tho 
increase of Rs. 692 in Monghyr is reported to have been chiofiy duo to tho more 
extensivo watering of tho roads in that town. In tho Kendrapara Muni(;ipality 
the expenditure rose from Rs. 358 in 1890-91 to Rs. 1,038 on account of the 
oufOTComent of the provisions of T^art IX of tho Act relative to latrines. In tho 
Puri Municipality a Conservancy Inspector was appointed during tho year, paid 
partly from the Municipal Fund and partly from the Loclging-hoiiso Fund. 

The average expenditure on conservancy throughout the Province was 
30*1 per cent, on the total municipal expondituro excluding debt and susponso 
heads. Maniktala stands first, for .reasons already referred to, with tho high 
ratio of 62*4 ^r cent. ; no other municipality approaches tliis figure, but seven 
otWs spent more than 40 per cent. On the other hand, the municipalities of 
CSianduiia and Cox’s Bazar are returned as having spent absolutely nothing 

on conservancy, and 


^witpar 

Bsbhitto 
Khirpsi 
8ii«rpiir 
■0itRBU«hi 
Baraipar 
Xtunukhsli 


1-6 

2-7 

S-4 

80 

S'S 

4*1 

4*8 

«‘09 


Muktsfpialia ... 

Mehorpur «. 

JujiSigu 
JNorOi Dum-Ihim 
Chakdoha ... 

Goverdauga 
Baeirhat 

Moheshpur 444 


67 

7-02 

7-1 

7*2 

7*8 

7'5 

rs 

79 


Kamjibaupur 
Lallan j 
Jahandbad ... 
Jagdiapur ... 
CLandrakona 
Kishorgauj 
l^alchitli 


in twenty-three others 
quoted in the margin 
tho expenditure was 
less than 10 per cetit. 
8uch a small proportion 
is ridiculously inade- 
quate when the importance of the object is borne in mind. 


8-0 

8*6 

8'7 

9*2 

908 

9-6 

9-7 
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The total expenditure under this Jirad as sliown in tlie annual accounts 
„ . , , (Form J I J) rose from Rs. 2,32,651 in 1890-91 to 

..d d.,p™.n... a,;W,.U4. Tlio iu, TORSO is noticeable in all 

the Divisions* except those of tlie 1‘resideney nnd Chota Niifrpuv, whore there 

was a slight fallin/j: olf of Rs. 1,078 and Rs.48s, 
respc'ctively. One liundrod and uinetoou muui-« 
• Ban! trail ... ... cijKilitios iiiaiulained 01 ' .supported 128 charitable 

r.ajshahi ... ... 7,ii2l di.spensario.s, af^ainst 126di.spousarics inaintoined 

Cliiuajt.mt; ... ... 2 ,i 7 « or aided in the prcviou.s year by one hundred 

I’atiia ... ... 7i8'.'8 and eij^hleeii mimicipalities. A branch dispen- 

Bhu«ali>ur ... ... 6J27 opened durin<r the year at Ichhapur 

ill the North R.arrackpore Sluniciimlity, and 
another wa.s establi.'-hcd in the Nadia J\runicipali(y coiiseipu'nt on the extension of 

the l*il«;rims’ Lodf,dn},^-hon.so Act to that town. 

Name of By whom Six immleipaliliest are relieved of clmrffcs on 

tKalna ... Burdwan Itaj. tlii.^iecoaut, osvin^; to tho existence ot useful 

Jloo^hly and imaiubara. instil iiijoiis ill tlu'ir niidst Hniiutniiicd by 

Cluiisiira. private individnal.s or from endowments. The 

ilowmcnt. dispensary at Ijoliavdaj^.a, which received a 

Netrakona ... /.uiimilar of grant of lis, 20 a month froiu tho muuici- 

Tikari ... Tikari'Kar pal it V, ha.s l.eeii taken ovcr by tlie ^funici- 

iiumraou ... Uumruou Jiaj. pal Commissioners Iroiii 1st A[)ril 1892. Of 

tbc dispeiisarji's maintained or suppnrtod by 
municipalities, 87 institutions allorded relief to both indoor and outdoor 
patients, only outdoor patients being treatqjl in tlio remaining 41 dispen- 
saiies. 

The daily average number of iinloor patienl.s in ‘ all the dispou-saries 
taken together was 1, 121*4, of whom 232'2l rejiro-sented feiiiules. In the 127 
dispensaries for which eomjileto ligiiros are given, 8 10, 40;) outdoor patients wore 
tri'atod, of whom 500,.)()0 wore males, 208,423 females, and 77,482 were ehildren. 
Tho ligiiros sliowdug male.s, females, and ehildren treated, wlicthcr in tho 
indoor or outdoor wards, arc not ipiito accurate, ns in the form preseribed under 
Covernnumt orders of nth May 1890, in wliieh tlie divisional returns were 
submitted, there ivas no column for .showing children, and tho flguros for children 
taken from the respective dispensary registers, in ivliich all jiatiouts, male and 
female, iiiidor 12 years of age arc shown as “ehildren'’ irrespective of sox, ivoro 
therefore in many cases included either in the column for “males” or “females.” 

Taking the I’rovincc as a whole, the average niunicijjal expenditure under 
tho head Medical was 9'7 per cent, on tho total exjumditiire. As many as seven- 
teen niuniciiialities spent, nothing at all under tliis head, while in some, on the 
other hand, tlio projjortiouate expenditure was very large, exceeding 25 per cent, 
ill thirteen cases. 

One hundred and forty-two municnpalities (/.<?., all except Meherpur and 
Vacciiiatiun. Molieslipur ill tlie Presidency Division and Lohar- 

daga ill Chota Nagpur; emjjloycd 210 vaccinators, 
at a cost of Rs. 17,818, who jicrformed a total number of 88,871 vaccina- 
tions, including 85, 071 primary operations and 3,800 re-vaccinations, each 
vaccinator perlurmiiig on an average 423 operations. I’lio average cost of 
a successful vaccination was' less than one-third of a rupee. Of tlio total municipal 
population 3* 1 per cent, received protection during tho year in tho shape of pri- 
mary vaccination. Vaccination was not ciyried on in "Meherpore on account of 
the prevalence of malarious fever. There were two prosecutions under tho Act 
in Noakhali, in both of which the offenders wore convicted. 

Tho total expenditure incuiTed by mmiicipalitios on education was 

Piibii.- Tastructioo ^^”* against ILs. 1, 15,288 in 1890-91, show- 

ing an increase of Ps. 14,780. All tho Divisions 
show an increaso except Dacca, Chittagong, uml iJliagalpur, where there was 
a slight falling off. Tho Iiirgcst increaso occurred in Rajsh'ahi, where the 
expenditure increased from Rs. 8,755 in 1800-91 to Rs. 15,972 during 1891-92, 
due mainly to flio increase of Rs. 2,533 in the expenditure on secondary 
education and of Rs. 4,339 under “Miscellaneous.” Tho following table 
summarises the statistics : — 
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Schools MAiNTitiMin or aiokh vy 
Municipalitiks. 

Other ScHoo.r.3, 

Class of School. 

Number. 

Number of 

1 pupils on tho 
;rons ht the rlo.se 
of the yt-ar. 

Expend] turn 
from MiiiiicipHl 
funds. 

Number. 

Number of 
pupils oil the 
roll.s ht the close 
of tlio year. 

1 

% 

CTm 

'JP 

2 

OJ 

9 

s 

5 

1 

4 

A 

5 

t “ 

ci 

T 

a 

iH 

7 

1 

8 

4 

gt 

r-< 

9 

<5* 

S 

2 

10 

4 

I 

n 

Heeondary Edwatinn, 





Hs. 

Hs. 





For boys “ 











High schools, Enirliah ... 

I^Hddio „ „ 

nri 

."it 


10.244 

38,071 

41,1.U) 

106 

104 

2.5.9.58 

25,761 

59 

52 

ft.l 10 

4.901 

12.610 

1 1 .889 

57 

1.4 

4,878 

4.071 

„ „ n^rnaculHr 


M7 

7,. 95 

7.ia.l 

13..322 

1S99: 

27 

24 

2,408 

2,258 

For girls— 








Hlfch schools , Knglish 

1 

1 

!K) 

114 

120 

126 

1 

1 

25 

30 

Uiddlo ,, 

s 


12.5 

1.-.S 

039 

7S9 

1 

1 

10 

11 

,, „ vcrniiciilar 

IS 

1.5 

ipW 


1.3.51 

l,3l(i 

2 

2 

119 

91 

Total Secondary Schools 

21(5 

212 

22,1140 

23 709 

06.119 

70.25.5 

194 

I8«i 

:13. 4.5:5 

3.3.1:51 

Primary Education, 





V 






For boys— ■ 











Upocr primary schools 

fl.'i 

ft7 

2,0.’W 

3.832 

.3.447 

4.ril6 

72 

79 

3.003 

8,098 

Lowor „ 

420 

012 


22,21)6 

S,N89 

10,094 

870 

OKH 

2.3,!KiU 

18,856 

For girls— 






Upper primary school.*) 

41 

42 


1,772 

3,904 

4.1 .5.5 

18 

24 

831 

957 

Lower „ 


119 

2.798 

3.041 

3.8sr> 

4,2.54 

114 

i:i5 

2,7b0 

3,2(>4 

Total Primary Schools 

(52.*) 


21.405 

36,941 

20,6K.5 

2:1.033 

1,074 

926 

31.420 

27,075 

Special Instruction. 

Training schools for masters . . . 

... 

a 

1 

i 




13 

12 

cnr. 

fid? 

(iurudruiiiing class 


... 





7 

6 


r>i 

Technical schools 

’2 

2 

m ! 

0.9 

470 

410 

7 

7 

337 

3.>2 

Other specjal schools 

»l 

34 


714 

2,014 

2,198 

36 

41 

2,32.5 

1 2, .572 

Total Sficcial Schools 

a.'i 

30 

GU7 

783 

2.490 

2.ti0K 

a 

OS 

8,:549 

.3..V42 

Inspection 





281 

229 





huiIduiKs and furniture 

.. 




67H 

5.770 


... 


i«t 

Miscellaneous 




... 

j 

1,811 



... 


Total Municipal Expenditure ... 

K72 

1,108 

44.952 

.55,43:1 

00,780 

1,03,712 

1.331 

1,177 

68,222 

1 6.3.T48 


It will be scon from the forogoinjij table that the increase of expenditure 
occurred mider all bends, secondary, primary, and special schools, as also under 
“buildings and furniture” and “ niisccllaneous,” tho small item of “inspection” 
alono showing a slight falling off. Tho number of schools wholly maintained 
by municipalities increased by 5, including 1 secondaiy, 3 piimaiy^, and 1 
special (technical) school, and the number of pupils attending those schools 
increased from 3,698 to 4,078. The number of schools aided by muni(dpalities 
was 1,059, against 839 in 1890-91, and tho number of pupils under iuHtru(dion 
in them was 61,193, against 41,284 in the previous year. There was a largo 
reduction of 246 in the number of unaided schools within municipal limits, 
and the number of pupils attending them fell from (58,206 to 63,748. 

There was a slight falling off of (jxpouditure under this head, from 

Its. 1,43,343 to Rs. 1,39,515. The de- 
crease occurred in the five Divisions named 
in the margin,^ whilst the remaining four 
Divisions show an increase, tho cxj)ondituro 
. having more than doubled in the Ohota 
Nagpur Division, where it increased from 
Rs. 811 in 1890-91 to Rs. 1,796 during 
1891-92, owing to tho introduction of 
lighting for tho first time into tho towns of 
Purulia and Chaibassa. In tho Rurdwan 
Division there was a docroaso of Rs. 4,356 
in Howrah, as certain bills of the Gas Com- 
pany were left unpaid, and no new lamp- 
posts wore erected during the year. 
There was no expenditure on this item 
in forty-four municipalitie8,t against 
forty-seven in the previous year. 


♦Buriwan. 

Presidency 


t DWision. 


Burdwan 

Presidency 

Kajsliahi 

Daeca 

Chittagong . 
Patna 
Bfa&galpur 
Orissa 

Chota Nagpur 


Lighting. 

I Bajshahi. 

I OhitUgoug. 

Patna. 

Number of mnnieipal- 
* ities in which tlicro 
were no street 
lamps. 


Total 


1890-9U 
.. 11 
. 16 

”3 

.. 1 
... 4 

.. 3 

... 2 
... 7 

... 47 


1891-92. 

10 

16 


1 

4 

.3 

2 

6 


44 
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Gonsidorable attention was paid during the year to tlio important questions 
vr t .r .i.nniv water-supply. At Dacca the existing water- 

* works, the gift of Nawnb Sir Khwaja Abdul Ghani, 

Hahadur, K.C.S.I., and his son Nawab Khwaja Ahsanullah, Bahadur, C.I.E., 
were materially extended by nieans of a loan sanctioned by Government. The 
Burdwan Municij)ality matured a scheme for extending their supply of filtered » 
water, and the question of providing an adequate supply of pure water for the 
town of IJowrah was discussed by the Sanitary Board, but no final conclusion 
was arrived at. Projects for the water-supply of the group of municipalities 
on the east bank of the Uooghly in the 24-i‘argana8 were brought forward and 
considered by the Sanitary Board. Bajpur aud Jossore both propose to take a 
loan for this puimose. In Kursoong and Nusirabad the work has already made 
groat progress. The artificial lake which supplies the town of Chaibassa with 
water was re-excavated aud edeared out by the Gouunissioners during the year. 
The largo decrease of Ils. f)9,.)81 in capital outlay under this head was duo to 
the extension of the water-works at i)a(!(;a in the previous year undertaken by 
means of a loan from Goveruinent. The expemlituro of Us. 50,708 was incurred 
for the most part in Burdwan, Darjeeling, Kursoong, Dacca, Nasirabad, and 
Gaya. The (iost of establishment, repairs, &c., advamied from Rs. 28,217 to 
Rs. 89,078, a result inseparable from larger operations. 

The total cost of raaintainiug roads was Rs, 4,32,000. This item was not 

separately shown in the previous year’s accounts, 
and the expenditure during the two yearn cannot 
tluireCorcj bo compared. The total length of ailferent kinds of roads maintain- 
ed by municipalities (except Bbadreswar, for^ which no information has been 
furnislicd) during the year was 2,010 miles and 1,864 feet, including 587 miles 
and 6S4 feet of embanked, bridged, and. metalled road.s, 495 miles and 8,785 
feet of embanked and Ixidgod roads not metalled, and 927 miles and 2,225 feet 
of all other classes of roads. The total cost (Ks. 3,79,883) differs widely from 
the amount shown in tho amnud ai-eounts. '^I'lio figures of tho Chittagong 
Division alono agree, the largest (Rscrcpancies having occurred in the Presidency 
Division (Rs. 19,887), Bhdgalpur (Rs. 15,380), Dacca (Rs. 7,827), and Burd- 
wan (Rs. 7,103). 

In tho matter of &tudent.shij»s, the only municipalities which actually 
, ,r .. contributed towards tho suDDort of a female student 


Female JVFedical Elucatiou. 


contributed towards tho support of a feniaie student 
at any Government Medical School were those of 


Burdw'an, Scramporo, and Rumpur Boalia. Tho municipality of Burdwan spent 
Rs. 91 during the year on this ai!COunt, and the Scrampor(‘ Municipality paid 
Rs. 4 a month to a student of tho Campbell Hospital. Tho Commissioners of the 
Rumpur Boalia Municipality have awarded a scholarship of Rs. 10 a month tenable 
for tlireo years, on the understanding that the holder sliall practise in the munici- 
pality on tho completion of her studios. I’ho municipalities of Kalna, Katwa, 
and Revelgauj offered stipends to female medical students, but no candidate came 
forward to avail herself of those contributions. As to female medical help, the 
Burdwan Municipality expended Rs. 116 on tho ])ay of a female doctor at the 
Municipal Dispensary. 'I’h'e Mmiicipal Commissioners of Hooghlyand Chinsara 
resolved to omjdoy a trained midwife on Rs. 20 a month, but no one could be found 


to servo on that pay. There is a midwife in soi-vico at Sirajganj. Of the other 
municipalities in the Rajshilii Division, some bring forward, as in previous years, 
tho plea of want of funds, while others say that no female student came 
forward. Tliorc was a midwife attached to the BarisAl Municipal Hospital 
for nearly nine niontlis of the year on a salary of Rs. 30 per menBom. A trained 
nurse is employed in the lying-in hospihd attached to the Bankiporo dispensary, 
and anotlicr midwife has been entertained by tho Muzaffarpur Municipality on 
a salary of Rs. 40 per mensem, on condition tliat half of the fees earned by her 
in private practice will go to tho municipal fund. In Darbhanga there is a Lady 
Dufferin Hospital maintained by tho Darbhanga Raj, whore facilities exist for 
females to learn midwifery pud tho treatment of diseases peculiar to their sex. 
The Commissioners of the Monghyr Municipality employ a midwife in tho 
Municipal Hospital, but at the suggestion of tho Inspector-General of Civil Hos- 
pitals arrangements are now in progi'css for replacing her bv a female Horoital 
Assistant. There is a dispensary for females at Cuttack, called tho Lady 
Thompson Fomalo Dispensary, wnich is not recognised by the Municipality, nor 
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aided from its funds. Attempts are being made by the Municipal Commis- 
sioners of Khulna to raise subscriptions for buildijig a zenana liospital, but 
they have not met with much success yet. The District Hoard of Champa- 
ran have promised to contribute Ks. 500 tow'ards the tiost of a ward for females 
at the Motihari dispensary, and an attempt will be made to raise the balance of 
the sum required for the work by private subscriptions. 

The Act is in force in the towns of Piui, Cliandbally, Ulubaria, Carhbcla, 
, , Doogliur, and Gaya, and was introduced during the 

iD^oMo*AetlV*gf*mL* year into Nadia and Danton. The collections of the 

year including the opening balance were lis. 111,152, 
against Rs. 30,150 in 1890-91. Out of this sum Rs. 23,333 were expended, 
leaving a balance of Rs. 5,810 in hand. 


Speaking generally, the Lieutenant-Governor is glad to recognise some 

advance in the municipal adnimist ration of the year : 
af Ac”*' wording of the Munici- something lia.s been done to raise larger funds and 

to improve sanitation in many towns where it -was 
defective, and the discussion of the proposed amendment of the Municipal 
Act has shown that considerable attention is devoted to the details of municipal 
business. But it would be idle to deny that mucJi still remains to be done : 
the great cardinal principles of successful municipal administration arc not 
yet sufficiently grasped. Assessments arc still made vvitli inequality, and when 
regard is had to the reipiircmeats of the pciople, with too great leniency: 
collections are not enforced with vigour and punctualily, and, owing to a 
mistaken goiitleuess, in many Aisos municipal servants arc in arrears, and the 


whole administrative machinery is thrown out of gear : the great uceils of rich 
and poor alike, thorough consofvancy, good drainage and a pure water-supply 
are often neglected, and in some parts of the country there is a teudemy to 
devote to secondary education for the benefit of a few the hard-earned contri- 
butions of tlio many. Many of these faults are common to municipal admini- 
stration all the world over, and are not peculiar to India or Jiengal. Sir Charles 
Elliott indicates them that they may bo met and combated, and he hopes that 
when it becomes the duty of Government again to review the proceedings of the 
municipalities in those Provinces, he may find an advance along all tluj paths of 
progress, more efficient administration, and more evidence of the capacity of th 
educated classes for self-government. 


WORKING OF DISTRICT BOARDS. 


The year under review was the sixth in W’hioli the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act III of 1885 Avas in operation. There was no change in thi; 
constitution of District or Local Boards. As in provums years, there Avere 
38 District and 100 Local Boards, the area under their jurisdiction being 
110,043 square miles, Avith a populgtiou according to the last census of 
61,787,908. All the District Boards were presided over by an official Chairman, 
who is the Magistrate of the district. 

The 38 District Boards in Bengal at the close of 1891-92 contained 790 


members, including the Chairmcm. Of the total 
18 net oar h. number of members, 168 hold their seats ex-officio, 

313 were nominated by Governnxent, and 309 wore chicted by Local Boards! 
The number of Europeans and Eurasians Ava.s 197, and of natives of the country 
593. Thcac figures give the following percentages as compared Avith those for 
1890-91: — Ex^offiicio members 21*26, as against 23*45 ; nominated members 
39*6, as compared with 35*81 ; representative momWs elec-ted by Local Boards 
39*1 to 40*73 ; and Europeans and Eurasians 24*93 to 25*22. The balance of 
power in the Boards has therefore practically remained unchanged. 

The total number of meetings held by the District Boards was 512, the 
average number for each District iloard being 13*4, against 12*6 last year. Tho 
largest number of meetings (24) was held by tho Saran District Board; the 
Dinajpur and Pabna District Boards come uctctVith 19 meetings each; while 
Darbhanga and Puri show 18 meetings each. The Boards which mot least often 
were Jalpaiguri and Rajshahi, showing 8 and 9 meetings, respectively. 

Talnng all the Boards together, tho average attendance of members ot 
each meeting w*as 9*61, against 9*68 in 1890-91. It was best in the following 
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districts, where it amounted to or exceeded ooe^ludl of the total nnnt^x at,' 
members:— 

Baakura, i Bog 

Birbhnm, 

Midnapore, 

Howiah, 

'24-1‘arganaB, 


Famiia, 


Tippeia, 

Noakhali, 


Chittagong, 

and bad in Murshidabad, Diiiajpur, Jalpaignri, Cuttack, and Puri. In Jalpaigqij ' 
it was below one-third of tho actual strength of the Board. 

There were 1,‘<J48 members, incluHivo of the Chairmen, in the 166 I<o«d 
Boards in Jh'ugal. Of these 46 hdd thdb seats 
Lowi Board), yjjg nominated by GorernmaOit^ and 

469 were elected members. The number of ofllcial members WM 154, and 
non-officials 1,094. There were only 10.) European and Eurasian members in 
the Local Boards, the rest being natives of India. 

Tho total number of meetings held by tho Local Boards was 961, against 
882 in 1890-91, being an average of nine meet- 
ings for each Local Board. The Local Boards 
noted in tho margin held more than one meeting a 
mouth, while as many as eighty-six Boards failed to 
meet onco a moutii. The Local Boards which 
met least often woro Aliporc, which held three, 
and Barrackporej Bdgerhut, Dacca, Gopalganj, 
Kishanganj, and Puri, which held four metmngs 
each. The averaj^ attendance at tho meetings of 
Local Boards was 6’ 1.*), against 5‘H in 1890-91. 
Tho following table classifies tho members of the several District and Local 
Boai-ds according to tlioir piofossions and occupations:— 


Pabna 
Knshnagar 
Kampur Hilt 
Diamond Harbour 
Jamiu 

Mymeusingh 

Botigaon 

Kandi 

8irajgan] 

TangaiL 
Chandpur .. 
Arana 


17 
Irt 
16 
16 
15 
U 
U 

18 
IS 
11 
18 
IJ 


—r 

- — ‘ 



Zsiniiidam, 













Oovmimwit 

turviuits 

talukdars and 
Aiimuid m* 

PleidcM and 
mukhUars. 

Flanlers. 

Missionaries. 

Government 

pensioners. 

Other 

ooouyationB. 

ToM 





servants 











nuiTibA 

NixB Of 











1 




of 










Ratio 







men* 



Ko. 

Bit 10 


Ratio 

No 

Ratio 

No. 

No 

Ratio 


Ratio 


Rfttio 

ban. 



per 

per 

per 

per 

per 

No. 

per 

No. 

per 





cint 


(ont 


(«nt 


cent. 


cent 


cent. 

oenU 



1 

2 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

19 

IS 

14 

13 


Burdwan Divinion 

( Distni t Boards 
{ Lo<ml Boards 

8^ 

SO 

30 

27 3 

S3 

SO* 

6 

45 

1 

•9 

8 

27 

i 

4^1 

no 

85 

14 6 

161 

420 

01 

2)4 

2 

8 



7 

9'9 

7*8 

10*4 

249 

PrMidency Dtvuion 

{ District Boards 
( TiOcal Boaids 

86 

10 

83 

73 

31 

119 

2S4 

638 

20 

66 

183 

217 

10 

11 

»’l 

4’2 

1 

1 

•9 

'4 

3 

6 

97 

1*9 

8 

97 

109 

258 

RaJAinhi Bivniun 

f District Ifoards . 

1 1 Oi al Hoards 

86 

10 

diO 

10 6 

32 

01 

29 4 
63 7 

20 

10 

18 4 

20 

7 

1 

64 

11 



1 

•9 

V 

11*9 

147 

109 

08 

])M<A Bivifiioa 

f District Boards 

1 Local Boards 

81 

29 8 

36 

24 0 

40 

38t 





a 

9*8 

48 

104 

24 

ire 

77 


70 

816 





1 

*8 

tl 

8*7 

198 

8 

91 

Chittagonff Division 

f District Boards . 

( Local Boards 

IS 

0 

353 

18 6 

16 

14 

314 

619 

13 

8 

83 6 
29b 

A 

78 





1 

I'O 

Patna DivlRion 

< District Boards 
( Local Hoaids 

60 

38 7 

48 

294 

26'' 

163 

JO 

IS 4 


•u 



”8 


Si 

14 7 

119 

53 ) 

33 

16 7 

27 

121 



•!! 


9 


Bh&galpur Division 

j DiHtiKt Hoards 
* 1 Local Boards 

19 

20 21 

36 

88 49 

19 

26 21 

14 

14 89 

1 * 

’•7 

"i 

*1*08 

i\ 

5*|l 

10 

7 76 

62 

48 U6 

24 

186 

11 

8 62 

' 1 

1 

77 

18*8 

28 

OriMMi Diviilon 

1 Distru t Boaids 

21 

44 

U 

24’ 

10 

20* 



3 

•4 

4 

8* 

80 

" ( Local Boaids 

19 

443 

81 

397 

17 

217 



1 ^ 

8‘6 

4 

1*1 



71 

Qbavd Total 

( DUtni t Boaids 
(Loial Buaids 

flu) 

156 

315 

126 

22<l 

600 

269 

177 

179 

290 

i 

916 

23 H 

1 70 

62 

83 

41 

4 

4 

5 

•8 

11 

18 

1*8 

1 


"TT' 

r» 

loo 

m 


Of tho entire number of members (700) in District Boards, 31’6 per cBat, 
wore Government servants; 28*9 were zajnindors and talukdars; 22‘6 were 
pleaders and mukhtears. Of the total number of members ( 1 ,248) of Local Boards, 
47*7 were zamindars, talukdars, or zamindars’ servants, 2B'8 wuro pleaders and 
mukhtears, and 12'.5 Government servants. In the District Wrds Government 
servants furnish the largest proportion owing greatly to the number of nffimV 
Chairmen. In tho Local Boards the landed interest is most largely roprosonted, 
and tho percentage of Govornmont servants is very small, Tho proportions in. ‘ 
each case are virtually the san^e as in 1890-91. 

There has been little change in tho powers delegated to Local BoMrd^'bbt 

the pants for village roads and to control pounds; in seventsen disbriets thejr 
are mvested with powers over primary education, and in twelve with tho oontifd 



1891-93] 


MUNICH’AI. ADMINISTRATION AND LOCAL SELF-GOVLRNMENT. 


07 


of ferries : in eight districts tliey undertake the maintenance of unmetallod minor 
district roads, and in five their connection with education is extended to middle 
schools. In Bhiigalpur all the dispensaries are under their charge, while in 
Jessore, Backergunge, Purnca, and IJalasorc, this control is only 2 >artial. In 
Pabna, Faridpur, Mymensingh, Monghyr, and Cuttack, the constru<^tion and 
maintenance of tanks and wolls is part of the duties of the I^ocal Boards, and in 
Faridpur, I’atna, and Shahabad their powers extend to the control of sanitation 
and tho relief of the sick. 

The following table compares the income and expenditure of the District 
Financial results. Boards in Bengal for 181)0-91 and 1891-92 : — 

lifCOMB. 

1890-91. 1891-92. 

Bb. Rb. 

I. — Land revnniin ... ... 33,837 33,820 

VI. — Provincial rates ... ... 83,38,524 35,10,235 

xn.— IntoroRfc ... ... 5(J9 453 

XVII. — Police (iuclndlng pounds) ... 4,43,775 4,72,187 

XIX.— Education ... ... 33,496 37,803 

XX.— Medical ... ... 7,035 10,006 

XXL — S<'ioTitilic and oilier Minor Departments 1,425 3,123 

XXX.— Miscellaneous ... ... 1,31,538 1,55,63;$ 

XXX. — Irrigation — Minor works and navigation Nil 410 

XXXil. — Civil -works (including ferries) ... 3,73,379 4,18,750 

Contributions ... ... 8,13,120 8,01,500 

Debt , ... ... 6,91,111 7,09,377 



Total 

EXPENDITURE. 

58,67,818 

02,13,324 

1. 

Uofimds 

4,930 

93 

18. 

Adiniiiifitral ion 

2,65,885 

2,82,895 

20. 

I'olico poimtld 

29,618 

33,874 

22. 

Education 

10,01,855 

11,05,375 

24. 

Medical 

68,519 

, 76,323 

26. 

Scientific and other Minor Dejiartmcnts 

3,605 

8,016 

29. 

Superannuation allowances and pensions 

23,828 

3,459 

30. 

Stationery and prlutiiig ... 

46,446 

48,527 

32. 

Misccllaiiooufl 

46,()8G 

40,890 

33. 

Eiimino relief 

1,21,034 

12,675 

41. 

Hallways 

171 

Nil. 

43. 

Minor works and navigation 

7,763 

13,181 

45. 

Civil works 

39,37461 

6445 

40,43,238 


Contributions 

5,130 


Debt 

6,75,891 

6,12,630 


Interest on debt 

Nil 

6,345 


Total • 

61,29,603 

62,91,657 


The year 1891-92 opened with a balance of Rs. 16,71,495, and tho total 
amount available for exiiondituro w'as Rs. 78,84,8l9, against Rs. 78,01,109 in 
the previous year. The closing balance was Rs. 15,93,162. 

The income under this head remained nearly unchanged as compared 
Ihcomk. with that of the previous year. Of the total income 

Rs. 12,444 represent canal tolls in Chittagong, and 

Land revenno. 8,29Q the Sale proceeds of trees and gi’ass, &c. 

Tho fees received for collecting road cess arrears were Rs. 12,551, and other 
fees, fines, and forfeitures amounted to Rs. 544. 

Tho receipts under this head increased from Rs. 33,38,524 to Rs. 35,10,235, 
... chiefly owing to tho better collection of road cess 

rovinci ra es. during tho year under report : it appears from tho 

Resolution on the Board’s Cess Report that the percentage of tho current 
demand collected in 1891-92 was 83*3, as against 8 V8 in 1890-91. The increase 
is noticeable in every division, with the exception of Burdwan, where there was 
a decrease of Rs, 10,907. The increase was highest in the Patna Division 
(Rs. 1,01,844), and is attributed to improved collections generally and to the 
complete revaluation in MuzafCarpur. Dacca comes next ydth an increase of 
Rs. 29,506, followed by the Presidency and Bh^galpur Divisions with about 
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Ra. 

Eajshahi 

9,863 

Bli4((alpur 

... 9,267 

PrcsidoiiBy 

4,942 

Bunlwaii 

8,588 

Orissa 

2,657 

Patna 

1,457 

Chittagong 

199 


3J,873 


Ks. 14,000 each, while Rajshahi and Orissa contribute about Rs. 10,000 each, 
and Chittagong a little over Rs. 3,000. 

The receipts under this head amounted to Rs. 4,72,187, against 
Pounds. 4,43,775 in the previous year, showing a net 

Rs. increase of Rs. 28,412. The increase was distri- 
Rajshahi ... 9,863 buted among the divisions named in the margin, 

BlidKaipur ... 9,267 Dacca alone showing a decrease amounting to« 

BurdwX^ 8 , 5 ^ Rs* 3,461. Tho Commissioner of that Division 

Orissa ... 2,657 explains tho decrease as being duo to tho losae.s of 

Chittagong ‘.V. ^’i 99 farmers in previous years and to more strict super- 

— ~ vision. 

A prominent feature of tho year’s admini- 
stration has been the appointment or retention in 
nine districts of Inspectors of pounds, sometimes for this duty alone, and 
sometimes for the inspection of ferries also. This measure was adopted simul- 
taneously in districts so widely differing as Tippera and Champaran, Rajshahi 
and Cuttack, and since the close of the year it is believed to have been extended 
to Jessoro, Dinajpur, Sliahabad, and Saran. 

The acejuisition of sites for pounds is a question which has come into 
prominence during tho year. So long as pounds were managed by the pob'ce, 
they were situate on ground the property of Government in close proximity 
to police-stations and outposts, but now that this tie has been severed, and 
the farming system considerably developed, tlie difficulty of obtaining sites is 
often a real one, and the fanner has sometimes, after taking the lease of tho 
pound, to pay heavily for a place to establish it. It may be necessary in future 
for the District Board to acquire sites for pounds, and perliaps to erect and 
maintain the buildings themselves. 

The Govcmnicnt of India having -suggested that tho system of farming 
out cattle-pounds was in some respects open to objection, the question of tho 
continuance of this practice was carefully considered in consultation with 
district and divisional oflicers, who rejiorted on tho matter at great length. The 
Lieutenant-Governor’s conclusion, in reviewing the whole subject, was that the 
incrcaso in the number of pounds effected in recent years had been very 
advantageous to tho people; that such increase w^as only possible under the 
fanning system ; that tho system of direct management could only bo pro])erly 
worked at thdnas, subdivisional head-quarters, &c., under tho (^yc of officials, 
and could not properly be applied to outlying villages, where constant super- 
vision over the pound -keeper is impracticable ; that there is no reason to insist 
upon direct management being introduced oven at head- quarters of thdnas, 
inasmuch as all tho charges brought against the farming system are equally 
applicable to the direct system so long as it is possible for the paid pouiKl- 
keeper to embezzle the receipts and not to enter them in his books ; and that 
tho attempt now to go back to the ^stem of direct management would inflict 
on tho revenues of the District Boards a heavy loss. These views having 
been laid before tho Government of India, they have agreed to leave tho matter 
to the discretion of the Lieutenant-Governor, who is about to issue orders 
providing for tho better inspection of pounds, and for tho introduction of 
revised forms and registers — measures which will, it is hoped, wliile interfering 
as little as possible with tho farmers, provide effectually against the abuses 
alleged to bo inherent in the farming system. 

The total income from this source was Rs. 37,803, against Rs. 33,496 in 

1890-91. The increase occurred in all the Divisions 
ucatoa. except those of the Presidency add Orissa. Tho 

increase was highest in tho Rajshahi Division, being Rs. 1,950, of which the 
district of Ran^ur alone contributed Rs. 1,107, representing donations from 
Raja Gobinda Lai Rai Bahadur to^vards tho maintenance of the technical 
school throughout tho year, as well as schooling fees realised from tho students 
of tho same school. In tho Orissa Division tho decrease in tho district of 
Cuttack IS attributed to tho cyclone of November last, which led to tho closing 
for some time of several schools managed by the Board. 

Tho receipts under this head were Rs. 10,006, as compared with Rs. 7,035 

in 1891-92, showing an advance of Rs. 2,971, chiefly 
* ■ due to an increase in private contributions (Rs. 2,66 1 ) 

during the year. 
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Scieuiific aod 
partments. 


other Minor Do- 


Civil Works, 


1 pared with Rs. 

3,38,55 

K8. 

Jalpai^ari 

10.941 

Dunhtan 

4,707 

Mouthy r 

■ 4,679 

Patna 

4,490 

Myincnsingh 

4,;»76 

Darbhanga 

3,066 

ChaiDparan 

1,650 

llowniU 

1,466 

Uiitlaok 

1,334 

Malda 

1,220 

Tiiipcra 

1,2U 

Mur-sbiclabacl 

1,188 


The receipts 
main source 
3,75,664, as 
The increase 


The receipts under this head, which increased from Rs. 1,425 to Rs. 3,123, 

have not boon noticed in their reports by any of the 
Commissioners except the Commissioner of Dacca. 
In Dacca the sum of Rs. 470 represents the amount 
realised from the zamindars of the Kartick Baroni Fair on account of conser- 
vancy arrangements. 

The receipts wore Rs. 1,55,633, against Rs. 1,31,538 in the previous year. 

The slight Mlil.g ofl ill Ao receipts from “ Stogil^ 
bungalow” and “Serai” fees was, especially m 
districts where revaluation proceedings were in progress, more than covered by 
a considerable increase under “Miscellaneous,” including fees, fines, and for- 
feitures. There was also an increase on account of sale proceeds of old stores 
and materials, and a considerable sum was realised in Cuttack by the sale of 
trees uprooted by the cyclone of November 1891. 

The total receipts were Rs. 4,18,759, against Rs. 3,73,379. 

from tolls and ferries, which are the 
of income under this head, were Rs. 

3,38,55 showing an increase of Rs. 37,106. 

was shared by all the Divisions, and was highest in 
the marginally-noted districts. In Jalpaiguri the 
lai^e increase is attributed to the adjustment of 
outstanding balances of deposits received from the 
ferr}^ farmers. In Burdwan, Champaran, and 
Howrah the advance is duo to better collections of 
the gfbss demand, while a better settlement accounts 
for the increase in Monghyr and Mai da. In Patna, 
Mymensingh, and Tippera there was an increase 
in the number of public ferries. In Cuttack the 
advance is attributed to a contribution received on account of municipal ferries. 

Since the year when the ferries were divided between Government and the 
District Boards, the revenue credited to Local Funds has risen from Rs. 2,96,076 
to Rs. 3,75,664, thus fully justifying the assertion so often made by Government, 
that the ferry revenue was an improvcable one. 

p The income from this source was Rs. 8,01,509, 

against Rs. 8,13,129, being a decrease of Rs. 1 1,620. 

The total receipts under this he.ad, which includes deposits made by 

farmers of pounds and ferries, and contractors, and 
the recovery of advances, rose from Rs. 6,91,111 to 

Rs. 7,69,377 in 1891-92. 

Only one new loan was granted, and the disbursement of two loans previous- 

ly sanctioned were completed during the year. The 
Dinajpur District Board dr’ow the second instalment, 
Rs. 40,000, of the loan of two lakhs referred to in the Resolution for 1890-91. 
The Patna District Board also drew the second or last instalment of the loan 
of Rs. 80,000 for the construction of bridges on the*roads between Bakhtiarpur 
and Bihdr and between Masourlii and Pabhera. A loan of Rs; 50,000 was 
granted to the District Board of Saran to enable them to meet the heavy and 
unexpected expenditure which they were obliged to incur in conscqucnco of 
the damage done to the roads of the district by the floods of August 1890. 

The expenditure under this head amounted to Rs. 2,82,895, against 
ExpenpitAkb. 2,65*885 in 1890-91, showing an advance of 

. Rs. 17,010, and a ratio of 5*2 per cent, on the 

Administration. ordinary income of the Boards. Excepting the 

Presidency and Orissa Divisions, all the Divisions show an increase, which 
was greatest in Patna and Chittagong. In the Patna Division the advance is 
attributed chiefly to the annual increment granted tb District Boards’ employbs, 
to an increase in the cost of audit and treasury establishments, to heavier 
charges for the travelling expenses of members *of District Boards, and in 
Darblianga to an increase of Rs. 100 per mensem in the pay of the Secretary, 
and Rs. 300 granted as arroar pay for part of the previous year. The 
increase in Chittagong is duo to a largo sum advanced for law charges in a 
suit brought against the District Board by the contractor for the construction 
of their oifico building: the case is still pending. The increase in the other 
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Pension 

Rules. 


and Provident Fond 


Divisions calls for no remarks, being mainly duo to the increased pay of office 
establishment. 

The establishment of Provident Funds, which was recommended to District 

Boards by the orders of Government, dated the 
12th January 1891, has been very generally carried ^ 
out during the year. During 1890-91, three District * 
Boards, viz., those of Patna, Muzaffarpur, and Moughyr, adopted the I’rovident 
Fund scheme, and secured the approval of Government to their rules. Their 
example was followed during 1891-92 by the Boards of Burdwan, Howrah, 
Nadia, Mnrshidabad, 24-Parganas, Dacca, Faridpur, Backergungo, Gaya, Shah- 
abad, Darbhanga, Saran, and Purnea. In several other districts the rules have 
been sanctioned since the close of the year, and in others matters are in train 
for the adoption of the system. Provident Funds have been actually established 
and are in working order only in Patna, MuzafEarpur, Monghyr, Pumea, and 
Malda. The adoption of Pension Rules has been delayed in a still greater 
degree, only ten districts having accepted them up to the 31st March 1892. 

The charges under this head amounted to Rs. 33,874, as compared with 

Rs. 29,618 in the previous year. The small increase 
(Rs. 4,266) is mainly duo to the construction of now 
pound buildings in certain districts and to the appointment of pound inspectors. 

The total expenditure incurred by the District Boards on education was 
TTiiirninT, ugainst Rs, 10,01,855 in 1890-91, 

showing an incrca^ of Rs. 1,03,520. The following 
table shows, in a comprehensive form, for each District Board in Bengal, its 
total ordinary income during 1891-92, the actilal expenditure, first, on primary 
education only, and secondly, on education generally, and the ratio j)er cent, 
which each bears to the income of the Board : — 


\ 

DistTniPT. 1 

1 

i 

Ordinary inoomo 

ExPKNDITUItR ON — 

in 1891-92. 

Primary 

oducatiou. 

All education. 

1 1 

2 

3 

1 4 


rEUCKNTAnB ON OUDINART INCOUK 
UK JiXl'KNDni BK ON— 


Primary 

cdiioatiuu. 


6 


All cducaiiou. 


C 


Btirdvran 

Hankura 

llirbhutn 

Midiiaporo 

lloo^ljly 

Howrah 

Cl - Pari'aniis 

Khulna 

Nadia 

tloriHoro 

Mpraludabad 

Dinajpur 

Hajali.'ilii 

Puhnu 

Jalpai(;uri 

Dacca 

Farid pttr 

Dackorj^unffe 

Mytuonniu^h 

I’lppera 

NuHKhali 

l.'hiitaffont; 

Patna 

Haya 

t^hahabad 

Darhbani^a 

Muzatfarinir 

Saran 

Pbamparan 

Monpiiyr 

Ph4(;alpur 

l^l^noa 

&1alda 

CHitUick 

Haloaore 

Puri 


Total 


'la. 

2 ,: i 0,144 

ao,iio 

78,204 

2 , 0 : 1,157 

1 , 62,056 

67.518 

2 , 55,686 

02,954 

1 , 05,665 

l , 6 B , 9 ; i 6 

01,674 

1 , 18,509 

99,523 

1 , 74,728 

60,688 

70,520 

1 , 14,798 

1 , 2 : 1,782 

07 , 5 S 2 

1s57,978 

2 ,: J 0,758 

1 , 41,279 

3 , 10,167 

1 , 30,988 

2 , 16.254 

2 , 75.484 

2 , 18,954 

2 , 01,704 

2 , 16,937 

1 , 79,644 

1 , 22,924 

1 , 71,850 

1 , 61,709 

1 , 36,648 

65,208 

1 , 15,788 

65,494 

65,151 


63 , 71.101 


21,819 

IN . 

49,573 

9-4 

21-5 

15,441 

31,030 

171 

34 4 

8,278 

19,824 

10-5 

25-3 

35,032 

65,226 

17'2 

, 32-1 

27,640 

48,993 

17-0 

: 40-2 

9,158 

20,456 

1 . 5'9 

35-5 

21,158 

42,127 

8-2 

16-4 

12 , 3.39 

27,920 

i : j -2 

30 - 

n , 08i 

31,832 

10-4 

30*1 

27,013 

55,046 

16-4 

33-5 

9,847 

20 , 34.5 

107 

22*1 

7,829 

29,075 

6*6 

24*6 

12,707 

26,412 

127 

25-5 

16,097 

42 , 4:19 

9-2 

24-2 

4.841 

14,787 

7-8 

24*3 

12,618 

27 , 4«8 

16-4 

35*8 

3,467 

10,873 

30 

9*4 

ia ,: io 6 

42,216 

14 7 

34*1 

12,026 

29,221 

12-3 

29-9 

18,074 

SO , 412 

11*4 

24-9 

19,838 

46,862 

8’0 

19-6 

22,777 

8»,417 

16*1 

27*9 

13,638 

25,487 

12*3 

23-1 

7,889 

21,718 

6 0 

16*6 

16 , 986 ® 

24,166 

7 -3 , 

ll-l 

16,712 

2.'), 690 

67 

80 

10,235 

16,662 

4-6 

7*6 

14,553 

18,690 

7*2 

9*2 

12,410 

18,180 

6 7 

8-3 

13,734 

21,976 

7-6 

12*2 

10,617 

17,799 

80 

14*4 

13,867 

24,686 

80 

14*3 

7,459 

18,760 

40 

11*6 

8,162 

17,063 

eo 

12*4 

6,367 

16,270 

97 

27*6 

18,421 

37,398 

16-9 

32*8 

11,951 

27,828 

] 8'2 

42*4 

6,268 

16,624 

9*6 

29*9 

6 , 32,168 

11 , 05,376 

90 

20-6 


Taking the Province as a whole, it appears that one-fifth of the Board’s 
income was expended on education, and that about half of this amount was 
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devoted to primary schools, but the correctness of the latter figure is open 
to tnuc^ doubts os some of the expenditure on these schools has evidently been 
shoivo under ^‘Oreutsdn-aid.” 

AOtion was taken for the first time under section 64 of the Bengal Local 
Self-(Jovwnment Act III of 1885, providing for tlio transfer of high English 
•schools under public managumont to local bodies. By a notification, dated 
the 13th November 1891, the maintenance and management of the high English 
school at Monghyr trere entrusted to a joint-committoo, consisting of ten 
momborsj five delegated by the District Board of Monghyr, and five by the 
Commissioners of the Municipality. The cost of maintenance is to be paid by 
the Municipal Commisbioners and the District Board, respectively, in the 
proportion of four to five. 

In Miduapore the Mysadal Raja’s technical school was transferred to 

_ , . , T j . ■ , o . , tbo management of the District Board during the 

T^Hrocalorlud^tnaibchooh. contributed Rs. 50 towards its 

maintenance, in addition to the montlily grant of Rs. 50 from Government. 
A passed student of tlio Sibpur Engineering Collego is the head-master of 
the institution, and the number of students on tlie roll increased from 21 to 
49 under the Board’s luanagomont. Towards the close of the year the Howrah 
District Board founded two scholarships of Rs. 8 a montli each, tenable for two 
years, at the Sibpur Engineering Collego. The sum of Rs. 10 only Avas 2 )aid 
during the year. On the 31st March 1892 the number of btiideuli in the 
technical school at Rung^mr was GO, against 71 in the jirovious year, but the 
average monthly attcndauco was 09, nirainst in ls{)0-0l. Nim> sfntlonfa 
passed last year, all of Avhom obtained dmiDloyment as sub-ovcrscers, draftsmen, 
or surveyors under District Boards and zamindars. The total valuo of tho 
articles made by tho students during 1,891-92 amounted to about Rs. 1,G00, and 
the net profit derived from the workshojis was Rs. 104. The expenditure for tho 
school during tho year was Rs. 5,512, against Rs. 2,308 in the preceding year, 
the increase being principally due to the entertainment of a iSuperinlcudcnt 
at Rs. 150 a month, as well as to the purchase of sumo valuable tools for the 
workshops. The increased cxj)cndituro did not, however, burden tho Disti-ict 
Fund, as the Board received from Government a contribution of Rs. 1,000 for 
the purchase of tools and jilaut, and Ks. 80 a mouth towards the jiay of the 
Superintendent. A technical school was cstablibhcd in Purnca in Januaiy last; 
it is attended by 15 boys, under tho instruction of a teacher in carpentry, who 
received a salary of Rs. 25 a mouth: an allowance uf Rs. 4 a month was 
also paid to each of these boys. At Comilla, the Artizau Workshop has been 
at work since December 1890, teaching carpentry and blacksmith’s woik. On 
tho Slst March 1892 there were 18 boys un the roll of tho school, 7 in the 
smiths’ and tho rCst in the carpentry class. Twelve scholarships of Ks. 4 
each have been awarded to the boys of the workshop). The District Board 
continued to award two scholarships o£ Rs. 15 each, tenable at the Sibpur 


College, for natives of the district of 


Tippers 

OX JX8. 10 a month, tenable at tho Sibpur Engineering College for five years, 
'WB8 created W the Noakhali District iloard in 1890, and was aw'arded to a 
native of the distriot who had passed the F.A. examination. 

, This cause has been furthered by tho District Boards during 1891-92 in 

« 1 w I vj ways — either by ^ants to local hospitals and 

Fsmah) Hsdieal Education. dispensaries towards the training of midwivos enter- 
tain^ by them, or by the offer of scholarships. In regard to the first measure, 
the District Board of Gaya takes *the foremost place with an expenditure of 
Its. 969 during the year in the training of midwives at the Gaya Pilgrim 
The Bnrdwan Board granted Rs. 12 a month to the local municipality 
for the same purpose. The Cuttack District Board made a grant of Rs. 100 to 
the lit^y Dufferin Fund for tho furtherance of female medical education. 
OSee$ot s^olarships to fmnale students of obstetrics were made on very liberal 
tetlas, but without success, by the District Bo^ids of Burdwan, Bankura^ 
Itajf^iahi, Dinajpur, Pabniu and Champaran : in other districts greater succ^ 
hat been <d>tained. The Midnapore Board paid a scholarship of Rs. 10 to Miss 
Jfalriaiftbttd Mukerjea, a student of ^ Campbell Medical School, for six months 
,0f year. The District Board <» Saumi awarded a scholaruiip pt Rs. 10 a 
Mm. KadaxaMni Banet ji, a female student oi the some sohoed, who 
' .* ■ - n 6 


scholars! 


Fmalo Ifddical Education. 
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has guaranteed to servo under the Board for at least as many years as she hM 
received the stipend : it was projioscd to confer tho scholarship on a Bihari, 
but no candidate came forward. In Birhhum and Tippera, tho District Board 
findiug after prolonged trial that their invitations mot with no response, have 
abandoned the provision of .scholarships of tliis class. 

I’lic total oxjiendituro under this head incroused from Rs. 58,519 to- 

Ks. 70,828. The in(;rca.se is noticeable under all 
iUJual. sub-heads. 

Besides maintaining dispensaries entirely at their own expense, tho District 
Boanls have contributed to dispensjaries already established, and have made 
special grants for other purposes to so great an extent that, while tho total sum 
expended by l.lu'in in tho Province on their own dispensaries has been only 
lis. 20,782, they have disbursed under the general head of “Medical” as much 
as lis. 70,023. Some of the objects on which their funds have been expended 
have already been mentioned under tho head of Female Medical Education. 
Grants towards the support of midwives have been made by tho Distidct Boards 
of Pabna and Noakhali. To tho Dulfcrin Fund a liberal contribution for a 
lady docUu’ was made by tho District Board of Gaya (Rs. 1,200), together 
with a sum of Rs. 2,200 tor a site for her residence, and the Chittagong liistrict 
Board paid Us. 180 a month for the same purpo.se. For aid in epichunic.s of 
cholera grants were voted in Rangpur, Buekergange, Pabna, Shahabad, and 
Saran. There was some ex])onditnro on sanitation in liankuru uudSarau. Tho 
Mymensingh District Board imitated tho cxjunple of I’ipperii by advertising 
that wherever the- jxsople of any locality would provide Rs. 20 or Ks. 25 a 
month, tlu! District Board would grant an cfyial amount for the establishment 
of an outdoor dispensary. Tho example is one which might wtdl be followed 
elsewlicro. Largi; grams have been ma(.Le in aid of mnnieijtal and .subdivisional 
dispensaries by abou^ Ivilf the districts in which the Loc-al Self-Government 
Act is in force. 

For the improvement of sanitation during tho year tho District Boards in 
Saiiiiaiion Patii.'i Division expended tho largest amount 

(Rs. 11,801-12-8), and those of the Chittagong 
Divi.sion the lowest (.Rs. 91G). Tlie efforts of the District Boards in the matter 
of sanitation Avoro directed ehicHy to tlu! coiistruetion and repairs of wells, and 
to the excavation of tank.s, tho total amount exiHUided on these obioots beiim 
Rs. 87,278. 

In the Bill'd wan Division, tho Birhhum District Board made sanitary 
^ . . ,, arrangements for the fairs at Joydebkendoli, Bakres- 

' • Avar, and Bircliandpnr. 'riie District Board of tlio 

2+-Parganas, in tho Presidency Division, expended Rs. 1,705 for tho sanitary 
and coiisei'A'ancy arrangements of tlic fairs held at Sagar Island in tho Diamond 
Harbour subdivision, and at llarwa in the Basirliat subdivision. In Dacca 
the District Board incurred an expemUture of Rs. 681-3 and Rs. 48-9-10 for 
sanitary and conservancy improvements at the Kartik Baroni and Nangabund 
fairs respectively. 'I'lio District Board of Saran, in the Patna- Division, spent 
Rs. 4,000 on sanitary arrangements at tho different fairs hold in that district, 
the greater part of AA'bich Avas expended at Sonepore. 

The expenditure under this head amounted to Rs. 48,527, against Rs. 46,446 

Stationer, and Printing. i"crcaso, which Occurred 

in all the. Divisions, with tho exccjition of those of 
the Presidency and Patna, is attributed in §omc distriels to the payment of bills 
during the year for sujiplies received in tho previous year, and to the large 
purchase of prescribed forms in otlicrs. Tho Commissioner of Burdwau observes 
that most of tho District Boards have a tendency to incur unnecessary expenditure 
under this head, and that ho was obliged to curtail the provisions made in 
some of their budgets. 

The expenditure under this head decreased from Rs. 40,686 to Rs. 40,890. 
,r- , Xlierc Avas an incTease of Rs. 400 under sub-head 

\ amous. “ Donations for charitable purposes,” duo to the 

contribution made by the Champaran District Board towards the cost of dispen- 
siiries and medical relief. Tliis expenditure should have been shown under 
Medioul. TJio expenditure under bead “Miscellaneous refunds” declined from 
Rs. 14,980 to Rs. 4,261. 
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Tho only Divisions in which expenditure was incurred under this head 
„ . „ , were those of Kajshahi, Patna, and Blid^alijur. In 

the Uajsliahi Division no n'guiar rclKU 0£)crations 
were needed in any districjt except Dinajpur, wlu>re a sum of Ks. 10,000 
was set apart for atfording relief to landless labourers, who in ordinary years 
• live by labour under jotdars on petty cultivation. Out of this amount 
Rs. 6,471 was sjicnt during the year: tho main portion of it was spent in 
improving roads on tho piece-work system, and has boon dealt with und(>r 
tho head “Civil Works.” Only R.s. 1,2.30 is shown under “ Faiuiue Relief,'’ 
of which Rs. 11 was spent in Rangpuv on tost operations. In tlu' l‘iitna 
Division Rs. 2,329 were spent on famine relief in the ilistricts of Muzalfar- 
pur, Darbhanga, and Gham]iaran. Of this amount Rs. 2iS3 were spent in 
Muzaffarjmr, Rs. 2,120 in Darbhanga, and Rs. 110 in Chamj)nran. Over 
and above thoso sums advanccjs of Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 10,000 were made in 
Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga at tho close of the year, tlio adjustments c)f which 
will bo made in the accounts of the current yi-ar. lii tho Rhagalpur Divi.sion 
the total expendituro incurred under this head amoimti'd to Rs. S,8t)r>, viz., 
Rs. 4.2'i in Monghyr, R.s. 1,188 in Rhtigalpur, and Rs. 7,28.3 in rurnea. 
In tho Dacca Division no itdief operations wen? called for in any district, 
but in Faridpur a sum of Rs. 130 was advanced in loans. This amount, tog(?ther 
with the sum r»f Rs, 787 out of Rs. 1,-100 advanc,ed in 1800-91, was recovered 
during tho year. lathe Orissa Division a sum of Rs. 800 was advanced in 
the month of Alarch to provide employment for the people of Astrang, in the 
Puri district, who suffered from tlu? (‘ffeets ()f the cyelono. Half «)f this ainount 
was I’ecovi'rcd from the zamindars of the <listr(,'ss(;d locality and from the onuers 
of th(.‘. tank on which tin? labourers Avere employt'd. 

In the rc'viscd edition of the Bengal Famine Code, which was issued at 
tho end of the year, the duties of District Boards in times of scarcity and famine 
were deliued, and it is hoped that in future no doubt will bo felt as to the nature 
and exttiiit of their obligations in this respect. 

The follow'ing table shows the l^ublic Woiks oxjienditure under the several 
Civil Worts. heads as compared with that of 1890-91 : — 
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1 5,61,16:1 

26,171 


8, .3.36 



Thero was an increa.se in tho total i!X[)cndituro e.xceeding a lakh of rupees : 
it is shewn under tho hcad.s of “Original Works’’ and “ Re])airs.” The 
decrease under tho licad “ Drainage ” was duo to tho largo paynumts muilo 
in the districts of Dinajpur (Rs. 1,042) and Rangpiir (Rs. 49,898) for drainage 
works executed in the previous year. A large outlay on account e>f original 
works was incun*od by the Dinajpur District Board in tho y(;ar under review — 
43 permanent bridges and culverts, aggi’egating 524 feet, having been constructed 
at a cost of Rs. 40,000. In Chittagong several iron and timber biidg(,'s have 
been constructed or reconstructed, and three wooden jetties were ercct(?cl on tho 
bank of the Bagkhali river at tho ferry ghats. '^I’ho expendituro under the head 
“Original Works’’ decreased in every district in the Bhilgalpur Division, owing 
to the several District Boards reserving largo sums for famine works. 

A most expensive work, taken up by the Burdwan District Board towards 
tho close of tho year, was the <!oustruction, at an estimated cost of Rs. 67 ,995, 
of the Victoria Bridge over tho river Khcnry at Karjoua on tho Burdwan to 
Katwa road. Messrs. Burn & Company have taken tho contract for the work. 

During the year 22,308 miles of roads of all k’inds were inaintuinoJ by the 

District Boards in Bengal at a cost of Rs. 26,97,002. 

District Bonds. q£ length 3,362 miles were embanked, 

brid^d, and metalled roads, 12,023 miles were embanked and bridged, but not 
motMled, and 6,923 miles not embanked or bridged. Of the total cost, 

H 4 
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Rs. 10,81,607 were expended in original works, and Rs. 16,15,895 in repairs. 
The expenditnro on uoeount of embanked, bridged and metalled roads was 
highest (Us. 4,16,095) in the Patna Division, Burdwan coming next with 
R^ 6,45,611, and Chittagong showing the lowest expenditure, Rs. 13,148, _ The 
outlay on roads that .ai’o cinbank(!d and bridged, but not metalled, was highest 
.in the Uajsliahi Division (Its. 6,06,818), and lowest in Orissa (Rs. 40,011). The. 
outlay on roads that are not embanked or bridged w\as highest in the Patna 
Division (Its, 55,277), and low(‘st in the Orissa Division (Rs. 8,097). 

„ „ , The following table compares the total expen- 

1 ago voiKs. diture on village roads for 1890-91 and 189,1-93: — 



1890-91. 

1891-92 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Buiibvan Division 

... 30,420 

36,245 

rrebidf'noy Division 

... 47,820 

67,127 

liaj&halu Division 

... 19,311 

20,250 

Dacca Division 

.. 08,738 

70,498 

Chittagong Division 

... 67,617 

53,843 

Patna Division 

... G9.s7(; 

01,472 

]^>hiigalpur Division 

60,()SO 

43,445 

Orissa Division 

... 10, 33(5 

24,973 

Total 

... 3,00,798 

3,6G,853 


The Telknpi khal in Pubna was kept in navigable condition during the year 
, . . by the removal of silt at a cost of Rs. 1,033. A 

a cr comnmmrations. expended by tlio Myinonsingh 

District Roai’d in imi)roving and deepening the Khatiakhali and Bhabadebkhali 
in the Netrakona 8ub(’ii\ Ision. The .side (‘xcavation of the road to Fenny from 


first of those is an old Mogul work, and shortens by 28 miles the approach to 
JJrahmanbaria by water. ThcMalda District Board expended the sum of ll.s. 173 
in removing snags from navigable channeds. A snm of Rs. 499 was expended 
by the Murshidubad District Board in clearing and repairing two drainage cuts, 
aggirgaling 8i miles in length. The Diiiajpur District Board kept in good 
order the Diiuijpur-Gourijnir channel, at a cost of Jis. 511, and draiuage 
obstrmdions at four different places were removed at a cost of Rs. 383. 

The daily steamer sci’vice between Rampur Boalia and Damukdia and 

between Pabna and Kushtia continued to bo maiu- 
pam iiTPp spruce. taiucd by the District Boards of Rajsliahi and I’abila 

through sul)sidics of Rs. 200 and Rs. 300 rcspoctively. The District Board 


of Dacca continued to manage the steam feny service between Narayanganj 
and Munshiganj till the 1st November 1891, when it was leased out to a farmer. 
In Backovgungo the steam ferry services (a) between Borislil and Khulna, (b) 
Barisiil and Patuakh.ali, ami (c) Barksdl and Noakhali, vid Dakhin Shohbdzpur, 
continued throughout the year. Towards the end of tho year a new steamer 
service was opened between Barisal and Chandpur, in tho district of Tippera, 
with a branch to Ikladaripuf in Farid pur : this now lino of steam communication 
connects Barisdl with tho districts of Dacca, Tippera, and Faridpur. Tho usual 
monthly subsidy of Ks. 500 and Rs. 100 for tho Barisdl and Khulna and BarisM 
and Patuakhali lines, respectively, was paid. Tho total amount paid during the 
year for theso two lines was Rs. 6,900-3-6. For tho Barisdl to Chandpur line 
a subsidy of Rs. 1,000 has boon promised, and will bo paid in March next. In 
Noakhali tho Board continued to pay a subsidy of Rs. 200 a month to 
the Flotilla Company for the steamer service from Barisdl to TaktakhaU. 
In Tippera a steamer belonging to the India General Steam Navigation Company 

S lied daily between Chandpur and Uajiganj on the Dakaata, the District 
toard granting a monthly subsidy of Rs. 250 to this lino. A steamer service 
opened experimentally between Narayanganj and Daudkhandi was discontinued 
aner a month’s trial. Tho Malda District Board subsidised the steamer service 
between English Bazar and Rampur Boalia, the total amount paid daring the 
year as subsidy being Rs. 2,020. 
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A sum of Rs. 1,000 was expended in Faridpur on improving communications 
Miscellaneous Public Improve- iu klias mahdls, and in Hackcrgunge Rs. 202 wore 

_ .spent in repairing the jetty at Patuakhali. 

In the Bm’dwan Division tlie con.structiou of the Ilaripal-Bhandarhati road 

Eailwny feeder roads. 7*' completed during the year, with the exception 

ot a lengtli oi about one mile. Another jiroject, 
before theBurdwan District Board reWrod to the construction of a feeder road 
from the Debipur railwuy station to the villngo of Debijmr, a distance of throe 
miles. A zamindar of tlic’ village, Babu Kali Das Singha, offered to construct 
the road at his own cost, and the District Board have given him permission to 
begin the work. The road from Sripur station to Gosinga, in the Dacca Division, 
was continued up to Kapasia. I’wo other feeder roads, one from Mirzapur to 
Kapasia, and the other fromKudda to Simulia, were undertaken, of which the 
former has been completed. In Mymensingh the earthwork of two feeder roads 
from Balipara to Nandail and from Mymensingh to Parabari was completed 
during the year, and the feeder road to Iswargauj was metalled. In the 
BhAgalpur Division about 21 miles of feeder road.s have boon surveyed in the 
district of Puruea, from the Nagav station to M inpur on the main line of the 
Assam-Bilidr State Railway, and from Soodam station on the Kishauganj brancli 
to Miupur. 

In the Burdwan Division permission was given by Government for the 
Tramwavs construction of a steam tramway between Tarkeswar 

and Magra. The land acfpiisiiiou proceedings have 
commenced, and the construction of the lino is said to have been taken in hand. 
An old scheme for tho construction of a tramway from Burdwan to KatAva, a 
distance of 114 miles, was revived* during the year, anil the leading men of the 
district, interested in the scheme, were, addressed by tho Collector of Bui’dAvau, 
in order to ascertain Avhat money it Avonld be. possible to raise for the purjiose. 
In the Bresideucy Division the question of constructing a light traraw^ay from 
Barasot to Bushhat Avas under the considi'ration of the District Board of the 
24-J’argana8, and an establishment for tlio registration of traffic on the proposed 
lino has boon sanctioned since the close of tho year. Tho District Board of 
Nadia proposed the construction of a steam traniAvay from Ranaghat to Kri.sh- 
uagar vid Santipur, at an estimated cost of Rs. 14,50,000. Tho Board have 
given a guarantee of 4 per cent, on tho capital : the scheme has received tho 
Lieutenant-Governor’s support, and the matter is uoav under tho consideration 
of the Government of India. In tho Patna Division, tho Gaya District Board 
arc colle,cting statistics of traffic with tho object of ascertaining whether a 
tramway from Tikari to Gaya along the road from Gaya to Daudnagar would 
bo likely to prove remunerative. The construction of a steam tramway on tho 


The following table 
Public Worbs EsUblishment. 


shows for each district tho ratio per cent, which 
tho cost of establishment bears to tho total outlay 
on Civil Works during 1891-92 and in tho year 
previous: — 



i'S-Ss' 

.a £ o 

Itili 


BurdwAQ 

Dtinkurn 

Biibhum 

Hidnttuore 

Ho«>nWy 

Howrah 

Si-FArgaoM 

Khuliut 

Nadia 

J«MiBore 

Murahidabad. 

PIsaipur 
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l8tK)-Ul. 

181)1-92. 



ti-S^ 

PM 

c 

1. 

^ O 

i-3«i 

- ay j 

B 
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-a 

iloi- 
s ® - 

o 
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DrsTRirT. 

c £13 

. 13*^ 

*'’c tS 

11 i 

‘d.o a 

'c{?35 

3 15*=r 
15-13 

t 

O 32 

cs o ti 

c » 3 

fl 3 « 

w^35 

■si 

sl 
£ - 

sl 


H 



tr 


a ^ 


Rh. 

Rs. 


U!«. 

IlH. 


RHjshuhi 


1 8,072 

I'J-B 

(k),0Gri 

12,831 

2n 

R'itigpur 

l.'iO.Mir, 

17.18(1 

12*4 


17.:M3 

14-2 

liogra 

.SSdUl 

7,ll>t) 

21-0 

20.601) 

3.730 

140 

Pniiiva 

ni.Hn 

H.421 

l(>:i 

51,01)0 

ft,2S5 

l«*3 

Jrilp.'iiguri 

1,1 i.7;i3 

10.171 

.s-.s 

I.IO.OOS 

11,610 

«*9 

Jlaecfi 

7P,ri:i(i 

0.1415 


72,789 

11, 007 

i:i’l 

Fill ill pur 

H7.9H1) 

7,800 

lOK 

4.1,01 1 

8,1 0-i 

18-7 

Itn-kcrgungo 

1,11,7112 

12.4a 

111 

l,0l.9t)l) 

12.810 

12*5 

Myiiu'tiMiigl) . . 

Tipi)t*ra 


•20.IS.S 

10*.*i 


20.58.1 

101 

1 

12,120 

83 

1,21,838 

13,7 17 

10' 1 

Noakbali 

71.t*ai 

10,710 ' 

1V3 

82,:)V2 

11,201 

1.V7 

Chttlagong . 

1 

1.1.002 

17*« 

2,21,482 

10,1 fU) 

7‘i 

Piitim 

l,Sl,.Sn6 

28 .‘.»:U 

i:n 

l,S9.r.l7 

•21,095 

12*7 


i,77,.v;.s 

:ii .7011 

17 8 

•2,22 StJl 1 

:)l,02i) 

14*3 

Slniliabjul 


r.t.oiH 

ir.-o 

1,57,285 

20„528 

13*0 

Muyalfarpur ... 

1.27,S07 

Hi,«jn> 

2r7 

1 ,.">S,.'>i"j0 

23..540 

14-K 

D.'tibhimgu 

1,19,140 

2:1,0S‘2 

100 

i,r>7.M5:i 

82,1.57 

20-4 

Surnn 

l,7l.:i»i7 

27.177 

i:.'8 

1,03.4S5 

2.5,023 

211 

('!linin]tar:in 


iri.'itt 

IK 1 

7S.105 

l.\4‘'H 

107 

Mnnghvr 

l.(H. tiHJ 

10,72.1 

110 

1,'C7.181 

2o.r>:io 

l«l 

illLiicnlpur 

Vunu'ji 

l,‘i2,7NO 

2Vt»77 

l!r.-. 

l,2s,2.Vi 

• 2 ;j,:v.is 

lH-0 

1,1 

17,S'.H 

IVO 

1.10, M*;t 

is,i:;.5 

151 

Mnlda 

:it.,v>7 

0,001. 

10*0 

:n.28o 

7.(37 

22*8 

('iiit.'U'k 

.'>1,401 

10,110 

20*8 

71.012 

10,4.’irt 

14-7 

I'm 1 

;io. u«» 

O.tiHl 

100 

r>.i(tr> 

0,104 

13-4 

Utilusnro 


r>,t»:io 

<!•(> 


.'’i.o.io 

14*5 

Total 

1 8!l.ri7,l(U 

o,05,‘i-l0 

I llllj 

^40, 1:1,2 tS 

5 

I 


Tho maxim uni limit of 20 per cent, j^rftscribed in the second proviso of 
section 88 of tl\c Act was exceeded in^ Savan, Nadia, Malda, Ilajsliahi, and 
J)arblian^a. The oxf‘.e>=s has been satisfactorily explained in every case to be 
due to reduced cxi)en»li;,ure, and not to undue increase of establishment. The 
ratio was highest in Saran (24*1) and lowest in (Chittagong (7*1). The average 
of the Provirice was 18 9 per cent.: this was exceeded in twenty-three districts, 
and seventeen districts spent less than the average on establishment. 
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THE POUT OF CALCUTTA. 


Lieutenant E. \V. Petley, r.n., held charge of the Port Office throughout 

Calcutti Pout Office. the year. 


The strength of the pilot service at the close of the year was 60 pilots 
a. til -1 . grades and 13 leadsmen, showing a reduction 

Strength of tho pilot service. e o i i . ,i » .i ® 

01 3 leadsmen on the strength of the previous year. 
This was duo to promotions and to casualties caused by the loss of the pilot brig 
Cokroon,. One leadsman apprentice was appointed locally and two were brought 
out from England during the year. 

The subjoined table exhibits the number of arrivals and departures of 

steanjers and sailing vessels during the past two 
years 


Shipping. 


Steamers 
Sailing ships 


] 

1 

Airivols. 

1 

Departures. 

Average 

tonnage. 

( 1890-01 

.*^11 

816 

2,5C9 

•• I 1891-92 

897 

887 

2,630 

( 1890-91 

233 

236 

1,635 

‘ 1 1891-92 

220 

200 

1,489 


The number of steamers has increased as ivell as their average tonnage, 
while in the case of sailing ships both the number and the tonnage have 
decreased. 

The following statement shows tho number of vessels drawing 21 feet and 
over which were piloted inwards and outwards during 1890-91 and 1891-92:— 


Year. 

SteamprRcvr sailing 
ships. 

1 

21 to 22 

22 to 23 
f<!i*t. 

*23 to 24 
fool. 

24 to 26 
feet. 

23 (0 26 
flHJt. 

20 to 27 
r«Bt. 

i 

1 Total. 

i 

p 

Outward. 



i 

1 

d 

i-i 

r 

S 

o 

1 

a 

Outward. 

1 

d 

1 

1 

'2 

t 

>2 

1 

a 

O 

1 

Outward. 

1 

a 

Outward, j 


Stcamr'rs 

36 

83 

33 

100 


119 

18 

w 


12 


1 

1 

128 

387 

1300-91 ...{ 

Balling ships 

40 

67 

15 

4ft 

7 

12 

3 

1 


... 

... 


104 

130 


TotAl ... 

85 

1^0 

78 

149 

48 

131 

21 

73 


12 

... 

1 

232 

616 


Btoamora 

40 1 

04 

55 

^ll 

36 

155 

10 

on 


26 

1 

8 

151 

470 

1601-9S ••• ^ 

Sailing ships 

.HO < 

41» 

26 

33 

12 

20 

1 

3 


... 

... 

.M 

79 

106 


Total 

88 1 

1 

143 

81 

144 

48 

176 

11 

93 


26 

1 

8 

220 

684 


This table shows how much lighter the ships are when they enter in the 

S ort than when they leave it; and also that the number of outward vessels 
rawing more than 23 feet has increased from 217 to 297.^ 

There were 32 cases of grounding and 9 cases 6f collision during the year, 

against 47 and 12 during tho previous year. None 
Cunoities in the river. casualties resulted in the loss of a vessel, but 

in 3 cases considerable damage was done. Of tho casualties by grounding, 23 
were accidental or slight, and 3 due to alteration of channel, tho remaining 6 
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being due to the fault of the pilot. Of tho collisions, 8 wete accidental or slight, 
and 1 was due to the unskilfulness of the pilot. The percenlage of casualties 
during tho year was 1’86, against 2'81 during 1890*91 and 2*14 in 1889-90. 

A very severe cyclone took place in the upper port of the Bay of Bengal 
on tho 6th November 1891, and it is with great regret that the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor has to record that the pilot brig Colcroon, stationed at the mouth of the , 
Hooghly, foundered with all hands on board, viz., 5 European officers, 37 native 
crew, and .'i private servants. The other pilot brig Fame escaped, but sustained 
heavy damages. 

Tho collections under the head Pilotage I’ecoipts amounted to Rs. 9,01,447. 

The following table shows tho receipts for the last 
three years 


Finance. 


1889- 90 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 


Hs. 

8,18,922 

8,07,952 

9,01,447 


The expenditure under tliis head has during tho last three years exceeded 
tho receipts by Es. 1,64,040, and to this deficit payments in England must be 
added. ^ , 

There has been no change in the Eastern and Gasper channels, which 
, , , , have remained steady, but the Lower Saugor Roads 

State oft 0 c annes. deteriorated yery slightly, though tho actual 

18 fi:et contour area has not increased. Tho Eden and other channels below 
Diamond Harbour have aU remained fairly steady and open. The Nynan and 
anchoring crock tracks were abnormally low until the end of December, when 
they commenced to improve, and in March the channel had resumed its old 
form. Seven inward-lxnmd and one outward-boimd vessels were neaped for 
want of sufficient water over tho bars. 

Tlie steamer Guide was twice docked to have her bottom tdeaned and 

painted and certain repairs and alterations effected. 
GoTcmmont vessels. yjjgggj made 27 trips during the year. The 

pilot brigs Sarsuti and Fame wore each docked twice. Tlio latter vessel was 
fitted with a new jibboom in lieu of tho ouo carried au'ay by tho India General 
Steam Navigation Company’s flat KarnafuU, 

Tho number of certificates of each class granted to masters, mates, and 
^ engineers after examination at Calcutta is shown in 

Examinations. 


Nature of 
certificate. 

Canpidatbs. 

a# 

1 
g ri 
<3 V 

.9 

■§3 


Ebsult. 


’■2 '3 

if 
% § 

11 

1 '^ 

1 

9 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Ineligible. 

1 

r 

Master 

19 

17 

2 


• ■ 1 

aaa 


1 

FirHt Mato 

32 

29 

8 

, , , 

s«« 



Colonial ...« 

Only „ ... 

Second ■«. 

1 

11 

1 

8 

”*9 

... 

•at 

aaa 



First class Engineer 

9 

4 

5 

... 

a.. 

• a* 


>. 

Second u ••• 

16 

9 

6 

1 

BflO 

• •f 


r 

Master 



SOB 


1 f •• 




Mato 


• •B 



• Of 

499 1 



Engino-driyer under Act VII 









of 1884 

5 

2 

8 


BBS 

• •S 


Local ••• 

First class Master (Inland) 

9 

7 

2 



tss 



Second u $$ 

61 

41 

20 


940 

• to 



Serang a .a i 

14 

7 

7 


• as 

§•« 



Engineers ... 

2 

1 

1 

• B B 

• sa 

• •• 


h 

Engine-drirers 

83 

21 

11 

1 

B«B 




Total 

811 

147 

■1 

2 

.aa 

*•* 

; ' 


Two vessels were registered under tho Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, and 
BegiatiKtioD of vosads. the registry of one vessi^ was trannorred. 
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The following statement shows the number and description of vessels 

suiToyed during the year under the several Acts 
relating to Merchant Shipping 


Surveys. 


Description of vessels. 

Number of 
vessels. 

Number of 
viBits mado. 

J^umber of certi 
ficates granted. 

Inland Blcam-vcsBols under Act VI of j 
1884. I 

j 114 

365 

no 

Indian Btoam-ships under Act VII of 
1884. 

55 

1 

228 

53 

Indian steam-ships for examination in 
docks. 

5 

1 

6 

4 

Native passenger vessels under Act X of 
18S7. 

1 55 

55 

05 

Emigrant vessels under Act XXI of 
188;h 1 

I 25 

164 

26 

General survey 

34 

49 

27 

Total 

288 

847 

274 


II jsALTH OF THE Poet OF Calcutta. Th(» subjoined table shows the number and de- 
— : scription of .the vessels inspected by the Health 

lusi)octiou8. Onicer*of the Port during the past five years:— 


Yeah. 

* 

InWAUD- BOUND 
VESSELS INSPECTED. 

Or'rWARD-BOUJJD 
VKSSEI.8 IKSFECl'El). 

Total 
number of 
inspeotiona 

Foreign- 

going. 

Coasting. 

Foreign- 

going. 

Coasting. 

1 

1887 

C30 

100 

699 

172 

1,601 

1S8S 

6(58 

88 

029 

179 

1,464 

1889 

509 

112 

598 

174 

1,443 

1890 

530 

117 

676 

171 

1,394 

1891 

029 

185 

627 

. 60 

1,601 


The total number of inspections shows an increase over that of the previous 
year. The increase is stated to be due ta a greater number of foreign arrivals 
and more frequent inspection of inward-bound coasters. 

There has been an improvement in the ventilation of .the forecastle of 
_ , snips, but the Health Officer has stated that there 

en a ion o crow Bpocei. jjmph room for improvement in forecastle 

comfort, especially as regards cargo steamers. In these the forecastle is said 
to be merely an iron box with throe or four small ports in the two sides and 
probably two ventilating tubes in the roof. In the hot weather it is scarcely 
possible to go into them when these vessels are in port. An awning is usually 
stretched over the deck, but in some ‘instances even this is not supplied, and 
it is not sufficient to prevent the iron deck being heated to a tom^rature 
almost unbearable. The Health Officer has suggested that the forecastle deck 
or roof of all iron-built vessels trading with the East should be sheathed with 
wood both above and below, and has submitted a report ^ving tho names of 
these vessels and of tlieir owners, Tho Government of India hM been requested 
to bring these complaints to the notice of the Board of Trade in the hope that 
rules may bo passed to secure a more humane system of construction in ships 
trading to Inaia. 

The absence of properly protected bathing accommodation for Native 

crews in vessels trading with European ports, 
referred to in last year’s report, is less the subjert 
of complaint, as owners, wnen their attention is 
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directed to the matter, fit up bathing-rooms for the use of the Native portion 
of the crew. 


The number of European seamen who arrived in port during the your 

was 21,o0o, against 19,490 in the previous year : 
‘ ^ ^ho daily average number in port was 1,420, against 

1,679 in 1890. Including deaths out of hospitals, 
the death-rates per mille of the past five years were as follows 




Cholera. 

Othor causes. 

Total. 

1887 


1003 

16'91 

20-94 

1888 


10-&9 

2715 

37 74 

1889 


1107 

20-29 

31-30 

1890 


8*33 

15-49 

23-82 

1891 


701 

22-44 

29-45 


Tho number of admissions into hospitals and deaths from different diseases 
during the live years ending with 1891 are shown in the subjoined table : — 



1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 


(A 

a 

o 

‘m 

OQ 

m 

a 

o 


d 

.S 

■» 

m 

d 

o 

*t2 


ce 

5 :] 

.2 

"i/j 



tn 


tfi 



'cj 




rd 


a 

a 

s 


a 

<1 

a 


a 

rt 


< 

D 

'IS 

< 

O 

Q 

Q 

■< 

o 

C 

! 

-t3 

Cu 

Q 

Cholem ... ,,, 

29 

Id 

20 

c 

15 

33 

17 

15 

14 

12 

9 

Diurrliu'a 

lid 

1 

100 

2 

142 

2 

51 

• • • 

66 

2 

Dysonl»‘ry ... 

70 

••• 

31 

4 

61 

4 

24 

V • « 

:a 

... 

Fever, ontpric 

8 

2 

2 

i.* 

1 

... 

1 

1 

8 

4 

„ umlnrious ... •• 

22 t» 

1 

120 

1 

22 ? 

2 

](!7 

3 

106 

2 

simple 

05 

... 

82 

1 

79 

• •• 

86 

... 

88 


Scurvy 

4 

... 

3 

... 

... 


3 

... 

6 ! 

1 

Sm«ll-pox 

1 


1 

... 

... 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

• • ■ 

Smistrokp ... 

0 

1 

19 

5 

6 

1 

4 

1 

3 


Other dispa.sPfi? 

1,201 

n 

1,182 

21 

1,267 

17 

1.066 

19 

975 

‘17 

Total 

1.719 

35 

1,676 

19 

1,816 

43 

1,419 

38 

1,284 

j 34 

The total number of n 

atural deaths was 42, 

against 40 in th 

e previous year. 


(If tho 42 deaths, 04 occurred in hospital and 8 out of hospital. '^I’he numlx'r 
of cholera cases was less than in the year previous. I’herc were altogether 10 
eases, of which 10 proved ’fatal. The death-rate (7’0l) per mille calculated 
on the daily average population was lower than that of the previous year, and 
was also lower than tho quinquennial mean (lO’O). No case of small-])()x Avas 
admitted during tho year. There were 5 cases of scurvy, against 3 in tho year 
1890, none of wdiich were attended with fatal results. There were 6 cases 
of sunstroke, of Avhich 3 proved fatal. The 3 oases that were admitted into 
hospital terminated favourably. Tho number of cases of drowming was 9, 
against 14 in tho year previous. 

Tho following figures exhibit tho admissions into hospital since the year 
1883 of European seamen oufferiug from venereal diseases : — 




Total 

Bate f 



admissions. 

thousau 

1883 

• • • 

237 

127-4 

1884 

t « • 

184 

109-2 

1885 

• • • 

170 

100 4 

1886 

• ft • 

417 

179-2 

1887 

• •• 

... 228 

120-4 

1888 

•M 

183 

1211 

1889 

ft • • 

186 

II 4-3 

1890 


248 

1477 

1891 

ft ■ ft 

185 

129-7 


The number of admissions was lower than that in tho previous year. The 
Health Officer, however, rejsn'ts that ships’ officers inform him that since the 
repeal of tho Contagious Diseases Act, there has been a great increase in the 
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immbor of men who have to bo put off duty suffering from venereal affections 
after a vessel has left port. 

n..n .1 c„o There were 28 deaths at sea during the year 

I/eatiLs at sea. ^ ^ 

under review, against 32 m 1890. 

Tlie following figures show the mortality from all causes among tho Native 

Sickness and mortality among ^^^a^ing population, the avcrugcs being calculated 
e ative floating po]jaLaiioii. OU U populjlfion of 2'-), 000 r — 




Cliolora 

Bowol-compl aiiita 
Fovoi\ malarious 
I)o., simple 
Other causes 


Total deaths. 



Ratio per mille. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890.' 

97 

55 

3-88 

214 

7 

a 

•28 

*11 

11 

8 

•44 

•31 

22 

20 

•88 

•78 

3;i 

31 

1-32 

1-20 

170 

117 

G-80 

4-54 


Of the 170 deaths that were reported during tho year under review, 35 
occurred in ho.sjiital ; out of tho 97 deaths from cholera, 17 occurred in hospital, 
"i'wtnty-sevcu (loaths arc reported to have occurrrod among lascars at sea 

during 1891, against 28 in tho year previous. 


Lascar crews. 



voyages, and 

tuid 20, respectively, in tuo previous year, i no rates were i and a’y» per 
luillo, against *.‘50 and O’OT in the year before, and calculated on the total 
population, tho deatli-rato was l*8i, against 2*12 per millo. No complaints wore 
made by the lascar crews during tho year. 

Tho S.S. KMva, from. Jeddah to (Talcutta, arrived in tho port on the 21at 

August with 084 pilgrims. There were 10 cases 
of small-pox on board, and tho vessel anchored in 
mid-stream below Mateabrooj. Those cases wore sent to tho Campbell Hospital, 
the uiiprotoc-ted pilgrims wero vaccinated, tho ship thoroughly disinfected, and 
allowed to take up her moorings at Babu Ghat on tho 23rd. 

Tho goiviral imiirovcincnt in the conservancy of tho foreshore of the 

river, noticed in last year’s report, continued during 
tonso™y.^ the year. 

Tlie Commissioner of the Bm’dwan Division states that the owners of tho 
brickfii'lds at Glioosery have oonstruefed latrines for tho uso of thoir employes, 
but that nuisances are still committed there by outsiders and boatmen who 
jinolior ibero and repair boats. Tho Magistrate has directed the District 
.Superintendent of Police to arrest persons committing nuisances there. 

^ , There has been an increase in tho number of 

( orpses an carcasses. corpscs and parcasses found floating in tho river. 

No information has been received regarding the supply of filtered water 

to tho shipping during tho year. Tho Health 
ater-supp y. Officer has been asked to fumiw‘ this information 

in future reports. 

Tho post of Shipping Master was filled by Captain E. W. Pctlcy, r.n., 
^ _ throughout tho year. Mr. L. Namey, Chief Clerk 

Cuc™,.Smm«.Omc. ^ Nbvemljor 1891 

appointed to bo also a Deputy Shipping Master at this port. 

Tho receipts of tho Shipping Office, which for some years had been steadily 

rising, till it reached Rs. 36,908 in 1890-91, fell 
Financial roBulti. during tfi# year to Rs. 31,993, showing a decrease 

of Rs. 4,915. This decrease is saidP to bo due to tho recent Act VI of 1891, 
under which the Straits Settlements arc included in tho Indian Home trade ; 
and as vessels on this trade do not engage or discharge their crows through 
the Shipping Office, several large steamers which formerly used the Shipping 
Office for shipping and discharging the crows noW abstain from doing so. By 
tliis arrangement, the Shipping Office is converted, as far as these vesseis are 
concerned, into a more record and registry office, dunlicates of originals and 
time-expired agreements being deposited in it, and regular lists furnished to 
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it of tlio seamen shipped and discharged on board during the course of tho 
voyage. Tho disbursements amount lo Us. 20,31ii, against Us. 19,887 during 
the previous year, and show little variation. 

During tho previous year this Government had under consideration tho 

({ucstion of reducing the fees levied by tlio Calcutta 
Sliipping Ollice so us to more nearly balance receipts 
and expenditure. On further examination of this question, it was found that 
there were difficulties in tho way of making an equitable reduction, as althougli 
the Government had power under tho Act to reduce the fees, tho issue of such 
an order would not restrict the power of the owners to recover from the seamen 
according to the scale fixed in section G of the Act. Tho question was there- 
fore allowed to drop, but steps will bo taken to insert a provision in tho 
amended Code of Merchant Shipping noAV under preparation, under which the 
amount to bo recovered from the seamen will bo reduced in proportion to the 
reduction of tho fees levied. 

There was an increase of Ks. 3,506 in tho amount of funds held in trust 

by the Calcutta Shipping OOice, the figures biung 
Deposit., .-2,022 in 1801-92, against Its. 48,5 IG in 1890-01. 

Tho transactions of tho trust fund show an increase of Its. 3,50G. This 
increase was chiefly due to increases under “Deposit money of Native seamen'’ 
and “ Estates of British seamen,” and there was also a slight decrease under 
' Deposit money of British seamen.” 

Tho numbers of seamen of all nationalities shipped and discharged 

through the Shipping Office during tho year were 
Seamen shipped and disc large . 17^194 10, Mo respectively, against 19,572 and 

18,915, tho corresponding numljcrs in tins juevious y(.iar. 

This decrease, as compared with 1890-91, is due to the extension of the 
“ Homo trade ” area. The number of Eurasians as distinct from Goanese was 
68 shipped and 44 discharged. It is a remarkable faet that not a single Eurasian 
or Goanese is a lascar or fireman. A few Eurasians, howevei’, are Officers and 
Engineers. 

Simultaneously with tho decrease in tho number of British seamen dis- 
charged through the Calcutta Shipping Office, tlun’o 

Eomittanccs y seamen, bccn a falling olf in the rcmittuJKtea on account 

of seamen’s money-orders. Tho amount remitted was Ks. 11,009, against 
lis. 14,404 during 1890-91. 

Whenever complaint was made steps were taken by tho authorities to protect 

seamen from imposition. In ono case it wms slated 
poritior^^°° seamen from im- master had ov('rcharged a soatuan for 

granting him his discharge. This having been 
found to bo correct, the amount overcharged was ordered to be refunded. In 
another case a Muhammadan cabin boy was ordered to do certain work opposed 
to his caste prejudices, and on his refusal he was assaulted. Tho charge having 
been proved, the boy was awarded one month’s pay as compensation. Several 
other complaints were made, but on enquiry they were found to be either false 
or exaggerated. 

The total quantity of limc-juico examined and passed by the Inspector 

of Antiscorbutics at (^ahmtta during the v’^ear under 
ANS-1.corBCT.CT.' report was r>,329| gallons. Tho following state- 

ment shows tho transactions of the year as compared 
with those of tho preceding year : — 


Ybab. 

Quftntity of 
limo-jilico 
esaiDined 
and passed. 

Quantity 
supplied to 
snipping. 

Quantity 
remaining 
in hand at 
tho close of 

1 the year. 

1 _ 


Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

1890-91 ... . 

6 . 7:184 

6,608 L 

2301- 

1891-92 

6,3291 

6.20yj 

120 

Deorease ... 

408; ' 

mi 

... 
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The decrease in the quantity taken by the shipping is attributed to the fact 
that a smaller number of emigrant vessels supplied themselves with lime* juice 
this year than in the year before. 

Out of the total quantity of 5,329f gallons passed in the year under report, 
the greater portion, viz., 3,840f gallons, was as usual taken on board as stores 
Jot the use of emigrants. The remainder, amounting to 1,489 gallons, was 
disposed of as follows 

Gallons 

Taken on board British vessels for nse of the crows 1,347 

Ditto Foreign ditto 22 

Balance in Land ... ... 120 

Total 1,439 


As compared with the figures of the previous year, the quantity of lime- 
juice taken on board British vessels shows an increase of 122^- gallons, and is 
said to be due to an increase in the number of steamers carrying lascuxs, the 
numerical strength of the crows of which is considerably in excess of that of 
vessels of the same tonnage manned by Kuropcans. 

The statement below shows the destination of the emigrant vessels supplied 
with lime-juice in the years 1890-91 and 1891-92: — 


Yaxu. 


1890-91 

1S91.9S 


West 

Indies, &c. 

Mauritius 

and 

Natal. 

Total. 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

Tessels. 

Tessels. 

vesNela. 

21 

8 

29 

20 

4 

24 


No complaints were made by lascars regarding the issue of lime-juico 
at sea, nor were any cases of scurvy brought to the notice of the Calcutta 
Shipping Office. Non-alcoholic lime-juice is generally approved of and freely 
taken by all native seamen. 


CALCUTTA PORT TRUST. 

During the year the Commissioners reduced the consolidated debt duo to 

Government from Rs. 41,35,973 to Rs. 39,94, .381, 
Financial position. 1^41,59,1 and invested in their own deben- 

tures a sum of Rs. 1,29,500 for the repayment of the different debenture loans, 
aggregating 60 lakhs, raised by the Commissioners. The. gross debt of the 
Commissioners on the 31st March 1892, including the consolidated debt due 
to Government, amounted to Rs. 1,17,59,381, as shown in tho statement below. 
Those figures do not include the advances made by Government for the con- 
struction of tho Kidderporo Docks • 

Ba. 


ConsolicRited debt due to Government 39,94,381 

Port debt not repayable 17,6.'>,000 

44 per cent, debenture loan of 1881 10,00,000 

Ditto ditto of 1883 20,00,000 

6i per cent. ditto of 1886 30,00,000 


1,17,59,381 


Against tho foregoing ordinary debt tho Commissioners hold block to the 
value of Rs. 2,28,17,139 in addition to the valuable Strand bank lands extend- 
ing from Chaudpal Ghat to Aheoreetolla, for which they pay to Government 
the annual rent of Rs. 37,293. Tho statement below shows the cost of the 
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works constructed or acquired by the 
which the expenditure lias been met : — 

Cod of work condructed or acquired by the 
Coiumimonrrs, 

Rs. 

Expenditure on jetties and appliances 
for sea-coin vessels to end of March 
J892 •• ... .. 83,64,172 

Expenditure on Inland vessels wharves, 
laiidiug-staaes, tramway, &c., on the 
Calcutta side ... ... 62,02,698 

Expenditure on Inland ve-ssels wharves, 
landing-stages, tramway, &c., on the 
ilowrah side ... ... ... 16,38,634 

F^xpendituro on Graving Dock and 
vVorkshop at Howrah ... ... 6,26,484 

Expenditure on moorings, anchor- 
vessels, Harbour Masters’ boats, 
light-ships, survey vcs.^^els, <&c. 38,74,602 

Expenditure on liescrvc F unds — 

Jetties Reserve Fund ... 99,241 

„ Insurance „ ... 50,000 

Port Reserve „ ... 3,64,250 

,, Depreciation „ ... 1,99,996 

„ Approaches ,, ... 2,00,000 

Debenture Loan Sinking Fund ... 9,08,000 

Dock Contingent Fund ... 4,00,000 


Total ... 2,28,17,139 


Commissioners, and the sources from 


Source from which expenditure has been met. 

Es. Ks. 

By loan from Government 
(repayable) ... ... 60,25,100 

Less amount repaid . . . 20,30,7 1 9 

.39,94,381 

lly loan from Government (not payable) 17,66,000 

„ „ on ^ pep cent, debentures of 

1881 10,00,000 

„ „ on 4^ per cent, debentures of 

1883 ... 20.00,*X)0 

„ „ on per cent, debentures of 

1886 ... 30,00,000 

Contribution from Government towards 
purchase of land for new riverside 

roiul ... ... ... 74,584 

Contribution from Government towards 
purchase of land fur landing-singe 
at Priiisop’s Ghat .„ ... 10,0tX) 

Coutrilmtion from Government towards 
purchase of land for Port Approach c.s 
block ... ... ... 7,19,203 

From sale of surplus laud ... ... 4,09,367 

Rs. 

From revenue derived from 
Work since formation of 
Trust ... ... 78,13,886 

Add au‘xt)unt repaid to end of 
March 1892 from revenue 20,30,719 

98.14,604 

Total 2,28.17,139 


The advances rc(*<‘ivc(l by the Ooimnissionevs from tho Goveriimont up to 
the close of the year on account of the dock works at Kiclderpore auiomitod to 
Rs. 2,58,()0,r»G^, against which a sum of lis. 2,r)(j,‘,)7,370 has been expended up 
to tin; end of lilarch 1»92. The repairs to tho dock walls that wore rendered 
ne(!Ossary in consequence of the bulging which occurred in October 1890 wt.'ro 
carried out in conformity with the recommendations of the Committee appointed 
by tho Government of Ijidia. 

As soon as the tidal basin had been dredged suiricientlv deep, nrrangoinents 
were made to admit vessels into the graving docks. The fiollowhig vessels wore 
docked during the year for overhaul and repairs: — In the Oominissioiiers’ 
gi’aving doc.k — S.S. Lindiila, I*alitana, Peulnkota, Purncet, Patiula, Maharaja, and 
Borifhese. In the Govei’iunont graving dock — R.I.M.S. tJuide, Irrawaddy, 

Porpoiie, Clive, and a railway pontoon. 

Tho income of tho year under Revenue Account amounted to Rs. 27,62,612, 
against Rs. 27,82,831 in the ])rcviou8 year, to which must bo added the opening 
balance of Rs. 3,41,343. The expenditure amounted to Rs. 27,34,056, includ- 
ing Sinking Fund (Rs. 2,36,646), contributions for Dock Contingent Fund 
and Port Approaches (Rs.* 6,60,000). The year therefore closed with a net 
credit balance of Rs. 3,69,899. The decrease in tho earnings was duo to leSs 
receipts from mooring hire on account of shorter .stays mode by vessels in port, 
and under expenditure the decrease was duo to tho contribution to the Port 
Approaches Depreciation Fund being only Rs. 50,000, as compared with 
Rs. 1,00,000 set aside in tho pr(?ceding year. 

Under Capital Account the r<'ceipt8 amounted to Rs. 2,07,652, including tho 
opening balance of Rs. 1,47,652. I'lio exnondituro on new works amounted to 
Rs. 1,16,162, and tho year therefore closea with a balance of Rs. 91,490. 

The income under Part 1, “Jetties,” amounted toRs. 12,66,948, against 
. . Rs. 12,38,673 during the previous year, and the 

: ' ^ expenditure to Rs. 8,69,465, including sinking fund 

and interest charges. The receipts from imports showed a snmll falling off, 
having amounted to Rs. 8,46,155, against Rs. 8,70,424 in 1890-91. This de- 
crease is owing to tho general falling off in imj)ort goods. The export receipts 
were Rs. 22,409 in excess of the preceding year, being Rs. 1,12,642 in 1891-92 
and Rs. 90,233 in 1890-91. Two hundi’ed and twenty-six vessels, with an 
aggregate tonnage of 501,938, were berthed at the jetties, as compared with 
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215 vessels and a tonnage of 480,759 in 1890-91: the average number of days 
each vessel occupied the jetties was 9*6, against 10*1 in 1890-91. 

The activity in the wheat trade which prevailed in the early part of the 
„ ^ j I year led to a serious block at the Howrah terminus 

cs on gram an see s. Indian llailway, and a deputation wait- 

^ on the Commissioners with the object of obtaining a reduction in tho 
existing tramway liaulage and jetty shipping charges on grain and seeds to 
enable consignments to bo brought direct to the jetties vid tho Jubilee Bridge. 
The Railway Companies having consented to certain reductions, the Commis- 
sioners, as a temporary measure, reduced their combined tramway and jetty 
charges from Rs. 106-5 to Rs. 75 per 100 tons. 

I’ko income from tho petroleum wharf amounted to Rs. 1,76,407, or an 

increase of Rs. 7,804 on that of 1890-91. Fifty- 
Mroeum epot. two vessels entered tho port with 4,014,710 cases, 

against 42 vessels and 3,208,777 cases in 1890-91. Tho chief feature in tho 
petroleum trade was the marked increase in the importation of Russian oil. Of 
the 52 vessels, 21 were steamers from Batourn that landed 1,740,335 cases. In 
the previous year there were four vessels with 258,232 cases from that port 
and none in 1889-90. If therefore tho samo rate of progress is maintained, it 
would seem that the import of Russian oil will soon equal that of tho American 
article. 

'J’he question of placing restrictions on tho transport of petroleum by water 
through the port was finally decided during tho year, and a notification 
was issued ruling that petroleum transi>orted to Calcutta or Howrah under a 
license shall bo conveyed by land, and hot by boat, between Garden House and 
Cossiporo. This rule was brought into force on the 1st April 1»92. 

A project was submitted by Messrs. Graham and Company for the 
. ' • importation and transport of petroleum in bulk, 

rciroioum in in . rji^ onablo this to be done, it is necessary that the 

rules framed by Government under the Petroleum Act should be revised. The 
revised rules have since the close of tho year been approved by the Government 
of India, and published. In the meantime Messrs. Graham and Company have 
made arrangements at Budge-Budge for tho erection of four iron tanks capable 
of holding 1,500 tons of oil, into wliich they propose to pump the oil from 
the ship by a pipo laid along one of tho landing stages. 

The quantity of tea brought into Calcutta amounted to 129 million pounds, 

against 105 million pounds in tho previous year, 
lea Warcliouso. rjijjy quantity that passed through the warehouse was 

48 and 35 million pounds, respectively. The gross revenue from this traffic 
amounted to Its. 84,786, and a further sum of Rs. 20,212 was realized by 
renting out a portion of tho warehouse. Tho working expenses ampuutcd to 
Rs. 47‘,499. 

The receipts and expenditure on account of tho inland vessels wharves, 

, , including payments for interest and sinking funds. 

Inland vessels Mharves. 5,00,215 and Rs. 4,16,087, against 

Rs. 4,94,021 and Rs. 3,67,387 during tho previous* year, leaving a surtdus of 
Rs. 84,128. Tho increase in the expenditure, as compax’cd with the previous 
year, was entirely due to extensive repairs, tho whole of tho foreshore and cross 
roads between th« Hooghly Bridge and Chitpur havihg been remetalled, and the 
floor of tho open cargo shed opposite tho Mayo Hospital having been renewed 
with Indian patent stone. 

Tho iuconle of the Strand bank lands amounted to Rs. 1,74,227, being a 
. ^ , , , decrease .of Rs. 751 on tho preceding year’s income, 

stran an an s. Port Office and for a 

small piece of land which was vacant during the greater portion of tho year. 
Tho expenditure, including the rent payable to Government, amounted to 
Rs. 81,923, or Rs. 790 in excess of that for tho previous year. 

• Tho income of tho Harbour Masters’ Department showed a falling off, tho 
, . actual receipts having amounted to Rs. 5,20,349, or 

Harbour Masters' Dopartmont. q jg 1890-91. The receipts from 

mooring hire and Harbour Masters’ earnings wore less by Rs. 36,496, due to 
the short stay made by vessels in port. The earnings oi the steam-tug Hettp 
also showed a falling off of Rs. 2,774, owing to the vessel having been laid 
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up in dock for overhaul. The expenditure, including interest and sinking fund, 
amounted to Rs. 4,78,546, showing a reduction of Rs. 41 on the previous year. 
The net revenue at the end of the year stood at Rs. 41,803. 

In all 18 vessels met with casualties while in charge of Assistant Harbour 
Ifasters. This is the largest number yet reported in any year, but in none of them 
was any serious damage done, except in the case of the Lindula, in which an explo-, 
sion, causing serious loss of life, occurred tlirough striking the wreck of the Megiua. 

The number of cargo boats and passenger boats surveyed and registered 
during the year was 5,890 and 1,738, against 5,866 and 1,475, respectively, 
during the previous year. Though there was an incroaso in numbers, there 
was a falling o£E in the gross income owing to the reduced receipts from fines 
for plying boats without licenses. 

The receipts from the Port Trust Railway during the year amounted to 

Rs. 2,91,671, as compared with Rs. 2,93,996 during 
" the previous year, showing a decrease of Rs. 2,425 

due to a general decrease in the traffic, but chiefly in the “ inward through ” 
and “local” branches. The expenditure, including charges for interest and 
sinking fund, amounted to Rs. 2,15,797, leaving a balance of Rs. 75,774. 

The terms and conditions for the working of rail-borne traffic to and 

from the docks have been settled, and agreements 
a - orno tra c. have been entered into between the East Indian 

Railway and tho Eastern Bengal State Railway and the Commissioners for the 
performance by the latter of terminal services on traffic despatched from and 
to stations on those railways and connected 'lines to and from the Kidderporo 
docks. These terms are that tho railway shall deliver over and receive tho dock 
traffic at the dock junction, from or to which point it will be taken charge of by 
tho Commissioners, and that tho total of the railway charges on dock traffic from 
north of Ilooghly shall be the same as to or from Ho\Vrah and Soaldah, and that 
an all-round payment of one pie pcjr maund shall bo made by the railw'ays to 
tho Commissioners on account of conveniences supplied at the dock junction and 
of terminal services saved to the Railway Companies at Howrah and Seal- 
dah. 'rhesB concessions to be on condition of the Commissioners taking over 
all responsibility for the traflic once it is placed in tho changing station, distri- 
buting it to tho docks and returning the wagons and marshalling them at the 
changing station, and also furnishing all staff within the dock pi’Cmises necessary 
for checking and tallying tho traffic. 

Tho Government of India wished the dock line from Akra junction to the 
Government Dockyard to bo utilised for troop ti’ains, and desired to know tho 
terms upon which tho Commissioners would agree to running powers being 
granted to tho Eastern Bengal State Railway for such trains over their lino, 
i’he Commissioners, in expressing their readiness to place at tho disposal of the 
State their appliances in time of necessity, pointed out that the curves on tho 
line wore at places too sharp to admit of heavy locomotives working over them 
with safety, and the shunting operations incidental to a large goods yard were 
of such a nature as to make it undesirable to incur tho risk entailed by foreign 
lines running through. In view of these difficulties, tho Military authorities had 
already been advised by the Eastern Bengal State Railway administration that 
it would be preferable to make over the traffic at tho junction, leaving the 
haiilago over tho dock lilies to bo done by the Commissioners’ engines. The 
charge at which the Commissioners have undertaken to perform this haulage 
has been fixed at Ks. 2 per vehicle for the double journey. Two troop trains 
have passed over the lino without any hitch. 

The receipts of the Port approaches amounted to Rs. 9,303. Includ- 
ing a sum of Rs. 50,000 on account of depreciation, 
or approac es. expenditure amounted to Rs. 4,65,239, which 

was met from tho following sources 

Bs. 

Oontribution from Jetties ... ... ... 2,00,000 

Ditto from Inland vossels wharves 1,00,000 

Ditto from Strand bonk lands 80,000 

Ditto from Harbour Masters’ Department 10, ('00 

Ditto from Railway ... 70,000 

... 4 , 60 ,^ 


Total 
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£a conne^on with a 

£piittuti(n»l Bwqrage System. 

lareaea ibeld at Washington in 1891, the Comtnissionors were asked if there 
were anj Miious objections to adopting this syetem for the buoys at the Sand* 
^hea^ f<n? tho Hoogly channels. The system of colouring recommended 
has been accepted by the Commissioners, but objections are raised to tho change 
in the shape of the buoys. Thoso objections have been i-oported to the Govern* 
tagnlt of India for orders. 


V* 

{woposal for the adoption of a tTniform Interna* 
tional Bttoyage Svstem in accordance with the 
recommen^tions ox the Litematiomd Harine €k»n* 


HOOGHLY BRIDGE. 

The ordinary receipts and working expenses of tho bridge during tho year 

amounted to Rs. 1,07,195 and Rs. 1,67,732 respoc* 
Fiiuaom . tively, showing a deficit of Rs. .537. 

Tho decrease in tho receipts, as compared with the previous year, was caused 
by the loss of interest on the sum of two lakhs lent to tho Ooiporation of Calcutta, 
and to the short earnings of tho steam-tug JSetit/, which was laid up some 
time for repairs. The income, however, exceeded by Rs. 9,598 the estimate 
(Rs. 1,57,597) of the Committee appointed in 1888 to consider the revised scale 
of tolls and fees which should bo levied after the bridge debt had been paid off. 

The expenditure, exclusive of that on plant for electric lighting and 
payments made to Government dh account of proportion of Sinking Fund on 
consoUdated and debenture loans, amounted to Ks. 1,67,732, against Rs. 1,47,066 
during the previous year. This *incrca 80 was duo to the extensive renewal of 
the wearing surface of tho bndgo and tp the cost of tho overhaul of tho stcam*tug 
, JXetfy. The eipenditure»excooded the income of tho year by Rs. 537. 

In addition to the ordinary receipts, viz., Rs. 1,67,195, tho following sums 
which may be classed as extraordinary were received : — 


Rs 

Interest on Government soourlties of Pontoon Renewal Fund 2,000 
Amount recovered by sole of Reserve Fund Government soru. 
ritieB for Rs. 1,90,000 ... .. ... 2,01,029 


Total ... 2,03,029 


while the corresponding expenditure under tho samo head was as follows; — 

Rs. 

Amount advanced to Calcutta Mubioipality as temporoiy 
loan ... ... ... ... 2,00,000 

Sinking Fund on loon ... ... 3,347 


Total 

Deficit 


... 2,03,347 


318 



Tho naioiunery xor tne electric lights was estimated to cost Rs. 42,050, 
owing ta the fall in exchange the actual expenditure has amounted to 
, The installation was completed on the 1st September 1891, when 
Itfi were exhibited for the first time. 

fo eea^ing tessels collided with the bridge in passing through the 
» * ja * opening, but there woro 95 collisions of other vessels, 

against 116 and 149 in 1889-90 and 1890*91, res* 
’ iivns were lost in boats wrecked by collision with tho bridge. 

, 'i^e bridige was kept in thorough working order dfimg the year. The 
tAttsoii new pontoon imported from England will be put in place during ffie 
enstdng eedd weather* 


t r 


< s;- . 
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BENGAL ADMINISTBATION BEPORT. 


ClSQl-n. 


THE PORT OF CHITTAGONG. 

The financial position of the Chittagong Port Fund on tho 31st March 1892 
Financial. is shown in the subjoined statement 


Opening Iwlance on the 
let April ISill 
Permaneut advance 
Roof ipts dming the year 
1891-92 


Rb. a. p. 

Expenditure during the 
1,14,831 12 6* year 1891-92 

100 0 0 Balance on the 3 1st March 
1892 

' 59,149 13 1 


Bb. a. p. 
76,818 11 10 
97,264 13 9* 


Total ... 1,74,081 9 7 


Total 1,74,081 9 7 


* Includes Ks. 20,200 iuTcsted in Government securities. 

As stated in the previous year’s report, a steam tug is being built for the 
port of Chittagong at a cost of £11,600, and a loan of Rs. 2,00,000 to cover this 
expenditure has been granted by the Government. Tho Commissioners have 
been asked to consider whether they do not consider it advisable to pay ofE a 

{ )ortion of this loan out of tho balance at their disposal, as there seems to bo 
lardly any use in their bolding Government securities of tho value of Rs. 20,200 
and drawing interest on them, while they owe a considerable sum to Govern- 
ment and have to pay interest thereon. With this exception, the port of 
Chittagong is free from debt. • 

Tho subjoined table shows tho number and tonnage of the vessels which 
gj^. ^ visited tho pbrt during thp year as compared with 

upping. figures of tho previous year ; — 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Number, j 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnag c 

European vessels trading with C Entered 
foreign ports, (.Cleared 

42 

62,042 

40 

41, .348 

37 

57,288 

34 

45,469 

Native craft trading with foreign C Entered 
ports. , 1 Cleared 


’*143 

1 

89 

J 

2 

225 

Vessels trading with Home ports ^ 

951 

946 

163,376 

164,073 

717 

734 

304,629 

202,086 


Of tho 36 vessels which cleared for foreign ports during the under 
review, 11 wore bound for the United Kingdom, 6 for Mauritius, 1 for 
Zanzibar, 4 for tho Maldives, 6 for New York, 1 for Boston, 1 for Hamburg, 5 
for Trinidad, and 1 for Port Said. Those for the United Kingdom, New York, 
Boston, and Hamburg, numbering in all 19, carried jute, while the remaining 17 
carried rice. Tho number of vessels that cleared during tho previous year with 
jute was 27 and with rice 11. 

Tho total value of the foreign trade during tho year was Rs. 94,52,654, 
. of which only Rs. 4,85,591 were under imports, 

oroign ra o. There was a decrease, compared with tho previous 

year, of Rs. 37,98,739. 

In tho coasting trade tho exports increased, but the inenrease was more 
^ . than counterbalanced by a decline under imports, 

oas g a e. rcsult having been a decrease in the totu 

coasting trade of Rs. 6,68,558. 

Tho appliances of the port arc reported to have been kept in good order 

.. daring the year. The depth of water in Track 

Portapphaaoea. ^ inereasod by 4 feet, 

while that in Track No. I decreased by 6 inches and in Track No. II by 1 loot. 
The state of the river on the whole was satisfactory. 
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The health of the shipping was good compared with that of the |nreyiou8 

iorty-OM poreons w^ admitted mto tho 
Municipal Hospital, agamst 73 in the year before* 
Of this number, 24 were cured, 9 relieved, 4 discharged otherwise, and 4 died of 
cholera. There were altogether ten cases of cholera amongst the shipping, of 
;^hich five^ proved fatal. There were no cases of scurvy or small-pox. 

Hospital port dues at the rate of one anna a ton bad Wn levied in 
H»piUp«td»a J^viou. year (1890) on dj raannod 

by hduropcan crews; and the Cml Surgeon was 
allowed a fixed salary for attending on the shipping. This arrangement did 
not prove satisfactory, and the order authorising the levy of the dues was, 
at tne request of the Commissioners, cancelled on the 8th June 1891. The 
Commissioners have now requested that hospital port duos may bo re-imposed 
on vessels manned by European crows, to admit of their providing suitable 
accommodation and treatment for sick seamen on shore only, leaving masters 
to make their own arrangements for attendance on board ship. The Lioutcuunt- 
Govemor has sanctioned the levy of jiort duos at the rate of ono anna per ton 
from the 1st of December 1892. 

Two vessels laden with jute caught fire in January last, and considerable 
^ amount oi property was destroyed on each 0(!c;asion. 
ite on Tease a n wi ju o. view to prevent similar accidents ii/ future, 

the Port Commissioners have proposed a rule prohibiting smoking and the use 
of naked lights on the upper deck^ of any vessel when in the act of loading or 
discharging jute, mineral oil, or any other inflammable cargo. The rule is 
under the consideration of the Government. 

A new fifth order occulting *light visible in clear weather at a distance 

of ten miles is being exhibited at Norman’s Point 
ig oiises. , from the 1st of April 1892. It is expected that 

the alterations to the Kutubdia light-house will bo completed by the 1st of 
January 1893, and a first order dioptric light exhibited from that date. It will 
be visible in clear weather at a distance of 17 miles. 

The state of the Pilotage Fund is slmwn in the 
Pilotage. subjoined table;— 


lieoeipts during tho year 

Be. A. F. 

Balance at debit on tho 31st 

Bs. A. P. 

1891-92 

Balance at debit on the 31et 

16,517 5 11 

March 1891 . 

Disbursements during the 

8,171 0 5i 

March 1892 

1,526 6 7i 

year 1891-92 

9,872 12 1 

Total 

18,043 12 6J 

Total 

• 

18,043 12 6t 


The receipts fell from Rs. 200 in 1890-91 to Rs. 99 in 1801-92. This 
. decrease is duo to the smaller number of British 

Biuppmg M, seamen discharged at this port, few of whom joined 

other vessels. T^e receipts of the Trust Fund, including a balance of Rs. 347 
brought forward from the preceding year, amounted to Rs. 8,8.'52, the whole of 
which was disbursed. The numbers bf seamen shipped and discharged Avere 17 
and 50, algainst 83 and 135 during the previous year. 

During the year 103 vessels wotc visited in the Port of Chittagong by 
the Shipping Master with a view to enquire into the health of crews and to 
inspect proA^ons, drinking water, medicines and forecastle accommodation, and 
also to enquire into accidents and casualties on board. Similar statistics are not 
g^en for the Calcutta Port, because there, by an prangoment made two years 
ago^ the Health Ofiicer pays the visit and the Shippmg Master has ceased to do 
BO. The Hesdth Officer has been requested to supply information for the pur- 
poses of this report in future.^ There was a bad outbreak of cholera in the 
spn^ of 1892, and the medical arrangements at the port wore found to be 
insufficient. 

I 4 
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THE ORISSA PORTS. 

The following table showu the shipping and income of the Orissa ports 
during the past two years : — 


Name of Port. 

Year. 

EnTRRET). 

Ci.EAssn. 

! 

Port 

dues. 

I Vessels. 

i 

Tonnage. 

j Vessels. 

i 

Tonnage. 








Rs. 

False Point 


1890-91... 

71 

94.298 

74 

94,298 

9,161 


1891-09... 

78 

96,389 

78 

96,388 

9,627 

Puri 


1890-91... 

37 

40,302 

37 

40,302 

8,444 

i 

1891-92... 

33 

47.012 

33 

47,012 

2,796 

l^al o cnT*rk 

\ 

1890-91... 

301 

78,360 

314 

79,411 

2,253 

X^caliioUXI" tii 

i 

1891-92... 

345 

78,380 

344 

78,869 

2,912 


There was an increase of Rs. 346 in the receipts, as compared with the 

False Point previous year, which is attributed to a larger 

*. a so oin . number of vessels employed in the foreign trade 

having called at the port during the year. Under arrivals and departures 
there was an increase of 7 and 4 vessels, respectively, but as regards steamers 
visiting the port there was a decrease, due to the fact that the Rritish Indian 
Steam Navigation Company’s weekly steamers plying between Calcutta and 
Bombay did not call at the port so regularly as in the previous year. 

There was a decrease of Rs. 048 in the port dues, due to the rate having 
p . been reduced from two •annas to one anna per 

ton from the 15th Eebruary 1891 and to the 
exemption of the Lawada from payment of such duos when she ran aground. 
Under arrivals and departures there was a decrease of 4 vessels. 

^’ho receipts from port dues show an increase of Rs. 660. The result is 

attributed to the larger number of vessels which 
aa.sorc. Called at the port. The figures for arrivals and 

departures show an increase of 44 and 30 vc.ssel8 respectively. The tonnage 
of the vc.ssels, however, does not show a corresponding increase. This is duo 
to coasting vessels of smaller tonnage having visited the port during the year 


lor cargoes of rice for Madras 


WORKING OF THE NATIVE PASSENGER SHIPS ACT. 


I'he short voyage trade includes the following linos 


Ciileutta to Palasoro. 
Ditto Chandbally. 
Ditto I’uri. 

Ditto Chittagong. 


Calcutta to Coast Ports. 
Ditto Itangoon. 

Ditto the Andamans. 
False Point to Caloutta. 


Puri to Coast Ports. 

False Point to Coast Ports. 
Chittagong to Akyab. 
Ditto Rangoon. 


Tho passenger traffic between Calcutta and Balasoro was larger than in 
T, , ^ , , the previous year. The following figures exhibit 

a asoro ra o, uumbor of arrivals at, and 'departures from, 

Calcutta and the number of passengers carried 




Number of 

Number 



voyages. 

of passengers. 

Arrivals 

• • ■ 

58 

1,688 

Departures 

• 1 1 

58 

871 


The passenger traffic between Calcutta and Chandbally was conducted by 

7 steamers, against 6 in the previous year, und 
landbaliy tr»do. Tshows au increase over that of the year 1890-9I. 

An abstract of the traffic is subjoined : — 

Number of Number 

voyages. of passengers. 

224 86,063 

224 90,612 


Arrivals at Calcutta 
Departures from Calcutta 


• •• 



1891.92,J 


MA&INE. 


m 


During the year there were only 5 vessels that left the port of False 

FbIbo Point trnde. Calcutta, against 3 in the year before. 

In none of the voyages were any passengers carried. 
During the year one vessel appears to have been specially chartered for 

the ^ purpose of carrying pilgrims to the port of 
Puri, An abstract of the traffic is subjoined 


Pnri trade. 


Arrivals 

Departures 


Number of 
voyages. 

1 

1 


Number 
of passengers. 

974 


There was an increase in the passenger traffic between Calcutta and 
, , Chittagong daring the year 1891-92, as compared 

ogong m e. before. Seventy-nino vessels 

arrived at the port of Chittagong with 12,850 passengers, and 85 vessels sailed 
from this port for Calcutta with 8,067 passengers. Tho arrivals in tho year 
previous at the port of Chittagong wore 59 vessels with 7,790 passengers from 
Calcutta, and the departures were 57 vessels with 6,040 passengers. 

One thousand and ninety passengers sailed from Calcutta in 77 vessels, 
r. 1 1 n i u . * 1 ^ against 1,053 passengers in 68 vessels in the 

Calcutta and Coast Ports trade. before. 

One hundred and thirty-fotir vessels sailed from Calcutta for Rangoon 
, with 34,875 passengers. Jn the year previous 

angoon ra e. 35,f45 passengers embarked for that port at the 

port of Calcutta in 152 vessels. 

^ . , „ , „ , , , *l'he trade between Puri and tho Coast Ports 

Pun and Coast Ports trade. very . small, 16 passengers only having sailed 

• from Puri in two vessels. 

Like the Puri and Coast Ports trado, the trade between False Point and 
False Point and Coast Ports the Coast Ports was also very small, 12 passengers 
trade. only having sailed from False Point. 

There was a decrease in tho passenger traffic from Cliittagong to Akyab 
, during the year as compared with that in the 
Chittagong and kyo ra 0 . pjovious year. Thirteen thousand four hundred 

and fifty-seven passengers embarked at Chittagong from Akyab on board 
62 vessels, as against 22,000 passengers in 72 vessels in the year 1890-91. 

During tho year 1891-92, 43 vessels left the 
Chittagong and angoon tra c. Qbittagong for Rangoon, in which 8,668 

passengers were carried. • 

As in the year 1890-91, only two steamers were employed during the 

year under report in the trade with tho Andamans. 
Andamans trade. these made seven voyages to Port filair 

and carried 821 passengers, and tho other two voyages and carried 106 
passengers, making a total of nine voyages on which 927 passengers were 
(.carried, against six voyages on which 390 passengers were carried in the year 
preceding. 

The following figures show the total number of passengers that sailed on 
^ , long and short voyages during the years 1890-91 

anf 1891-92:- ’ 


Number of Number Number of Number 
long voyages. j>{ passengers, short voyages, of passengers. 

9 1,129 910 228,530 

4 . 46 1,097 261,497 

From the above figures it will be observed that there was an increase in 
number of passengers that wore carried on short voyages during tho year 
under report, while number carried on long voyages shows a decrease ; the 
is due to no passengers having embarked at Calcutta for Jeddah 
during the year 1891-92. 

One vessel arrived in port on the 2l8t August 1891 with 034 pilgrims 
from Jeddah, 19 of wbom wore sufforing from small pox. The working of tho 
Native Passenger Ships Act X of 1887 during the year 189*1-92 appears to ht^ve 
bUn satisfactory) and no complaints were preferred against it. 


1890- 91 

1891- 92 
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[1N142. 


IV -PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION, 


— -»■ 


The changes in the administration of tho Department during the year were 

of minor character. A number of small improve* 
Departocut?* Meteorological woro, however, introduced to make the 

previous arrangomeuts work more smoothly. 

In all 70 observatories submitted reports to tho liengal Meteorological 

OfHce dining the year. They are arranged as 
follows : — - 


Observatories. 


1 first-class observatory at Aliporo nnder the direct control of tho 
Meteorological Ueportor to the Government of India. 

15 second-class observatories, of whicji 11 are in llengal, 3 in Assam, 
and 1 in Tlunna. 

38 third-class observatories, of which 31 are Bengal, 6 in Madras, 
and 1 in Burma. 

8 voluntaiy observatories, of which G are in Bengal, 1 in Assam, 
and 1 in Madras. 

8 observatories (4 in Burma, 2 in Ceylon, and 2 in Madras) which, 
though not dii'cctly under tho Bengal Keportor, sent daily 
observations in connection with tho storm-signal service. 


Besides these, 267 rainfall-recording stations sent in returns of rainfall 
during the year. 

The following observatories under tho Bengal 
Keportor were inspected during the year : — 


Inipeotion of observatories. 


Arroh. 

Baukiporo. 
Bankura. 
Borhamporo. 
Bhagalpnr (twice). 
Buxar. 


Cbaibasea. 

Cliapra (twice). 
Caddalore. 

Cuttack. 

Darbbanga (twice). 
Darjeeling. 
Baniganj (twice). 


Debri. 

Gaya. 

Kalimpong. 

Malda. 

Muzafiatpor. 

Bauobi. 


Tho majority of these stations woro found in good order. The observa- 
tories at Cuttack, Cuddaloro, Dcliri, and Malda were not in a satisfactory 
condition, while Chaibassa, Ilunchi, and Kaniganj were in bad order. 

An imiwilant step was taken during the year in tho matter of securing 
more accm'ate rainfall statistics by tho intpduction of a system of rain-gaugo 
inspection. Rules for the guidance of local officers inspecting raih-gauges were 
prepared and circulated. 

In connection with tho Bay of Bengal weather-signal service, urgent 
_ ... telegrams reporting the weather conditions in the 

Stonn-ngnal semce. various parts of tho Bay are despatched daily to 

Coconada, Madras, Rangoon, Akyab, and Negapatam. During the year under 
report ‘ ' " .../ ... 


arrangements 


were also mado to enable the weather conditions of the 
Bay to bo telegraphed daily by means of flag signals to outward-bound Aips 
passing Saugor Island. Tho ^tom of forwarding meteorological information 
from the pilot brigs at the Sandheads to Calcutta by means of hoists 
shown by the pilots of inward-bound vossols as they pass Saugor Island light- 
house coutinued to work successfully* 
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The 8tom*BimalB mn hoisted seTen times during the year, viz., on the 
28th May, 2dth July, Ist and 23rd August, 22nd September, and 6th and 
24th November, It w said that the first of the two {^clones of unusual severity 
that occurred in November was almost unique in character, 

_ . , The various reports of the Department wore 

pa ea a repor s. regularly iggued throughout the year. No special 
reports were published. 

The meteorological conditions of the year in Bengal are usually considered 

Ibtmoiwd rn-urtaiMi. period, TO., (1) the^d wather »a»ii 

or the months of January and Februajy ; (2) the 
hot weather period consisting roughly of the months of March, April, ana May; 
(3) the south-west monsoon season, usually lasting from the early part of June 
till nearly the end of October; and (4) the two north-east monsoon or cold 
weather months of November and December which close the year. 

The weather conditions in January in Bengal were of fairly normal character, 

_ , . ... and for the greater part ofthe month typical north- 

aa^Pebmi^." monsoon weather obtained. The number of 

barometric depressions originating in or advancing 
across Northern India was considerable, and these gave an exceedingly heavy 
saowM in the Himalayas. Of these depressions, however, only two in any 
way affected the weather in Bengal, and one only was of any importance. 
One small depression advanced over Bengal from the 8th to the 10th, but 
it Mve no rain, though weather conditions were distinctly disturbed by it, 
antt a wave of hi^h temperatdre pa^ed over the Province in front of it. 
The second depression passed through Bihdr and Benga.1 on tho 23rd and 24th, 
and gave fairly general, and in Vime cases heavy, rain in all districts except 
East Bengal and Orissa. With the exception of these two periods, weather 
was generally fine with almost cloudless skies. For the whole month the mean 
pressure was practically normal at tho majority of stations, and the variations 
were not usually more than a hundredth of an inch, while temperature was 
higher than usual by about a degree. Cloud proportion was in distinct defect 
at almost all stations; but, on the other hand, humidity was higher than usual. 
The rainfall in Bihdr and in Qiota Nagpur equalled rather more than an inch, 
and was very distinctly in excess of the normal. Tho falls in South-West and 
North Bengal averaged from about a quarter to a third of an inch, and were 
rather loss than the normal falls ; but Orissa and East Bengal were almost 
rainless throughout the month. 

The meteorology of February over India generally was marked by several 
important features. Several storms and depressions appeared which gave very 
heavy rainfall to parts of Upper India, while excessive amounts of snow fell 
in tile Western Himalayan and Afghan mountain regions. These ^sturbed 
conditions rather largely affected Bengal, and though on the first day or two of 
February weather was fine and conditions were fairly normal, conmtions soon 
became decidedly disturbed. A deep depression made its appearance over 
.North-Western India on the let of February, and on tho 2Bd or the month an 
exceptionally deep storm covered the north-west bf the Panjab. The greater 
part of this storm broke up against the Himalayas, riving a heavy fall of snow. 
In (xmnection with this storm also, a depression advanced over Bengal, giving 
a neat increasei of temperature in front of it, and a few showers also fell in 
j^hir at the same time. In the rear of this depression a wave of exceptionally 
cold air advanced over Bengal, produced probably by the heavy fall of snow 
in the HimaUyasj and in the three days from the 4th to the 7th a fall of 
temperaturo, v^ing from about 10k* to 20*, took place over the Province, and 
temperature beeme about 10* below the normal. Conditions then became 
nune normal until about the 20th, when another deep depression appeared over 
the Panjab, which was accompanied by very steep baric gradients and a strong 
oydonio drculation of winds. The agression advanced in a south-easterly 
Erection towards Sitsa, and on the 22nd it, to a g;reai extent, filled up and 
dimppeared, but it left a lai^ low-pressure area which stretched over Bengal, 
am gmmral rain set in over the greater part of the Province from about Ihe 
2tit to tim 2Sth. During this period the falls equalled about three times 
the normal for the whole month in East and North Bengal, they were about 
twice as large as tbe normal faU in South-West Bei^l and North Bih4r, 
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Hoi weather period, March 
May. 


to 


while the iaUs w^ also conaideiftbly ui exeesd ii^ ^e horm in Qi!'l 
South Bihdr, and about normal in Chota Nagptir. The aqtmd ateidagw^^i^, 
lE'ehruaxy ranged from more than three inches in to i^nt 

^irds of an inch in South BihAr and Chota Nagpim, 
month was everywhere above the normal, the excess ranging from 
to four-hundredths of an inch, while temperature was slightly beldw thb 
in all districts except North Bengal, whore there was a slight exceM.> 1 
was also more humid than usual in all districts except Soutn*Weet Bengal ai^ 
Orissa, where it was drier, and over the whole Provinoe the cloud proporriofl 
was about equal to the normal. 

The weather in March was very disturbed over Upper India and in tbo 

mountain districts to the north and northeast, 
and heavy snow again fell on the higher ^evatioim 
and the accumulation of snow in the Himalay tm' 
and Afghan mountains at this time became excessive. This unu/^mlly largo 
accumulation of snow over the whole of the mountain area to the north and 
north-west of India had a largo cooling effect on the atmosphere, and gavp 
unusually low temperatures over the whole of Upper India, and in addl^on 
a larger and steadier drift of cool dry air forced itself from the mountain 
districts down the plains of Northern India. In March also warm moist winda 
began to flow over parts of India and over Bengal from the sea areas to the 
south, and hence with opposing wind systems of such widely different oharaoter, 
conditions became very disturbed, and thus the meteorological conditions which 
obtained in March were of a most unusual ch&racter. Almost throughout the 
month, instead of the fine settled weather with steadily increasing temperature, 
an almost complete absence of rainfall and clohd, and the low humidity whi(^ 
usually prevail, weather was in a more o/ less disturbed condition, rain was 
general, and at many stations very heavy on many dtiys in the month ; skies 
were heavily clouded, temperature was abnormally low, and the air was very 
damp. This reversal of the ordinary weather conditions was in most oases 
connected with fecblo barometric depressions. On the 4th a shallow batometiio 
depression formed over the central parts of India and the Peninsula, which at 
once caused disturbed weather and rain in Bengal. This depression drifted' 
slowly in an easterly dii'ection over the Provinoe and affected the weather up 
till about the lOtb. Ou the 11th a very decided barometric depression fonuM 
in North-Western India, which afterwards drifted away in an easterly direotioo 
along the line of the Himalayas, and this again caused weather to be rather 
stormy in Bengal. From about the 15th to the 18tb conditions became more 
settled, when once again disturbances sot in, the disturbance apparently eotn* 
mencing in the hills and iu the higher strata of the atmosphere. On the 2^d 
a distinct area of low pressure had formed, which stretched from the eouthi cl 
Bihdr through Chota Nagpur and South-West Bengal into Orissa, and 
afterwards travelled in an easterly and south-easterly direction to the nortbe 
east angle of the Bay, and then into Burma, which it reached on the 
During the whole of this period very disturbed weather, with many local (ttonCMIi^ 
obtained, and rainfall was frequent up to the 26th, but for the rematticUf 
month fine, settled weather with almost cloudless skieS and complete 
of rain sot in. The rainfall in March was therefore generally excendye* It 
was about six times the normal amount in Bihdr, about five tunes tlM nxjflnBld;-:' 
in Chota Nagpur, four times in Orissa, three times as large as usual In Boudh* '' 
West and North Bengal, while in East Bengal it was almost nosmat .in < 
amount. Generally, the falls averaged from about two and-a-hslt to iDuV'iusd*' . 
a-half inches. Notwithstanding the disturbed conditions, the mean ptw/wet' i 
in Bengal was iu excess of the normal, the usual excess avenging allKni^ 
or four-hundredths of an inch. The mean temperature for we 
was about 4° in defect, but during the second week the day tempemio^ 
many stations was 10^ and 12^ lower than usual. Owing-4q the abm^ " 
turbances and rainfall, both humidity and cloud proportion Were 
in excess of the normal. 

In April, for about the first twenty days, fine weat&mr^^iil 
season type, obtained, andi with the rapid rise of temp6tatnr%MMi<df j 
place, the uausoally low temperature which had exis^ in 
Tejdficed by a moderate excem abere the normal ol 
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however, a shallow low-pressure area was formed in the west and centre of 
the Province, accompanied by the usual cyclonic circulation of winds, and 
a period of disturbed weather with numerous local storms and rain set in, 
which lasted till almost tho close of the month. The rainfall in East Bengal 
in April was about a third larger than the normal, and this division received 
•5'18 inches. In all other divisions the falls were in defect of the normal. In 
North Bengal the fall was a little less than two inches, or about two-thirds the 
normal. South-West Bengal received an inch, or only half the usual fall. In Orissa 
the fall was only half an inch, or about two-fifths of the normal, while in Bihdr 
and Chota Nagpur the falls only averaged between one and two-tenths of an 
inch, and generally were only equal to a fourth of the normal fall. Pressure in 
April was above the normal, the excess equalling about ono to three-hundredths 
of an inch. Tho mean temperature of the whole Province for the month was 
nearly normal, though in Orissa, East and North Bengal, and South Bihdr slight 
excess temperatures were registered ; while, on the other hand, slight defects 
were reported in South-West Bengal, North Bih^r, and Chota Nagpur. Humid- 
ity «a.s, if anything, a little lower than usual, while cloud proportion was 
generally higher. 

Weather again generally in India during May was more disturbed than 
usual. Frequent showers of snow occurred during the month in tho Western 
Himalayas, and added to the very large accumulation of snow which had fallen 
in the earlier part of the year, which accumulation had apparently a very marked 
effect in postponing the date of commencement of the rainy season in India 
generally, and of perhaps making me monsoon current unusually feeble. In Bengal 
in May, weather conditions almost throughout tho month were also unusually 
disturbed, and local storms with rain were numerous, particularly in the second 
and third weeks, and in tho southern, eastern, and northern districts. During the 
last ten days also conditions continued disturbed with more frequent rainfall, and 
there were many local storms up to the close of the month over almost the whole 
Province, tho rainfall being due, first, to the action of a small but very feeble storm 
in the Bay, which formed off the Coromandel Coast on the 19th and 20th and 
advanced in a northerly direction, filling up as it advanced towards tho Orissa 
Coast on the 24th ; and, second, to a small whirl or secondary feeble depression 
formed in tho same advance of monsoon winds which had given the previous 
fceblo storm, which advanced from the Bay between Saugor Island and Chittagong 
on tho 29th, and gave moderate rain to the southern and eastern districts. 
Tho rainfall during May was rather lighter than usual during the first week. 
It then became heavier, and was in excess of the normal in all districts except 
South Bihdr, Orissa, and Chota Nagpur for tho second and third weeks, but 
during the last part of tho month it became exceedingly heavy and was in 
largo excess in all districts. Thus the falls in East Bengal averaged fourteen 
inches, or nearly five inches more than usual. North Bengal received nearly 
twelve inches, or three and-a-third inches in excess ; South-West Bengal more 
than nine inches, or nearly four inches more than usual. North Bihdr 
registered five and-a-half inches, or two and-a-tbii;il inches in excess, and 
Orissa also rather more than five inches, or an inch and-a-third in excess. 
South Bih^r and Chota Nagpur received about four inches, or roughly an inch 
and-a-half more than usual. 

The variations of pressure from the normal in lifoy were a little irregular, 
but for tho whole month there was a slight excess, generally equalling about 
one or two-hundredths of an inch. IjTemperature was at first in considerable 
excess of the normal, hut at the close of the month it was equally in defect 
owing to the heaviness of tho rainfaU, and the average for the whole month 
showed a defect of half a degree. Humidity and cloud proportion were both 
rather largely in excess of the normal daring May. 

During the first five months of the year, or in what may bo termed the 
pre-monsoon months, the meteorological conditions over India generally were 
most abnormal. The most prominent abnormal chairactenstic was the excessive 
precipitation of snow in the Himal^^as, which was extremely marked in the 
cold weather months and which continued even up to May, and it is probably 
safe to assert that in no year for the past quarter of a century has there been a 
snowfull at all approaching the amount which fell in this year. As has been 
suggested, this excessive deposit of snow in the Himalayas may probably account 
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forthe many otlier abnormal features also found in the meteorology of India, and 
it certainly accounted for the very disturbed weather which existed in Bengal 
for the greater part of the first five months of the year. It is true that in January 
conditions were fairly normal ; but oven in this month the rainfall in Bihdr and 
Cliota Nagpur was about twice as hcav^ as usual, while defective falls were 
received elsewhere. In February conditions were very disturbed owing to the 
unusual nature and intensity of the cold-weather storms, and the Province 
generally received a rainfall about twice or three times its normal amount. In 
March the conditions were exceptionally disturbed and stormy, and rainfalls 
were usually from about twice up to seven times the usual amount. April, 
on the other hand, tvas a fairly quiet and normal month, though rainfalls were 
generally rather largely in defect ; but in May disturbed conditions again 
commenced and continued almost throughout the month, with the result that 
rainfalls were generally from 60 to 75 per cent, in excess. For the whole 
period of five months, it may be said that the rainfall in Bengal was about 92 
per cent, in cxces.s of the normal. All the meteorological divisions, indeed, 
showed a large excess for this period, the smallest being 38 per cent, of excess 
in Fast Bengal, and the largest 168 per cent, in excess in South Bihdr, and 
137 per cent, in excess in North Bihdr; while all the other divisions showed 
excess amounts of from 50 to 90 per cent. 

The monthly^ mean jiressures, recorded throughout the five months, wore 
in distinct excess of the normal, the excess usually being about 0*02" or ()’03". 
Temperature, on the other hand, was in very^ slight excess in January, about 
normal or in slight defect in February, April, and May, and in very large 
defect in March. Humidity and cloud proportion were above the usual 
amounts almost throughout this period. 

In the Bay there wore no signs of any advancing monsoon current up to 
the I9th or 20th of May, when rather strong winds sft in. representing probably 
the first advance ot the monsoon. A small storm, which was of moderate 
intensity at sen, formed in front of this advance, and it afterwards travelled in 
a north-north-westerly direction, filling up on approaching the coast near 
Gopalpur on the 24th, and giving a wave of moisture-laden winds and rain 
to Bengal generally. Another small depression formed in this advance of 
monsoon winds in the northern half of tho Bay, and advanced across the Sun- 
dorbans during the 29th of May, tiguin giving a slight advance of monsoon 
winds to South Bengal ; but thougli a burst of monsoon winds and rain was 
thus given to Bengal in May, yet tho monsoon current did not establish itself 
permanently over the Province at this time, and it again retreated into tho 
centre or south of the Bay. 

Tho meteorology of June was most unusual. In ordiuaiy years, after the 

jircliminary advance of the monsoon winds, which 
^^^Monsoon period, June to Octo- jakos placo ill the soutli of the Bay in tho second half 

of May, similar advances usually take placo early 
in Juno, and these, spreading over Bengal, give the ordinary monsoon rains, 
which commence on an average date of tho 12th to the 15th, and continue 
steadily up till tlie middle of Octolior. In tho present year, owing apparently 
to tho unusual weakness of the general monsoon current, which made the 
subsequent advances extremely feeble, and to tho fact that there was a consi- 
derable deficiency of prtWure in North-Eastern India and Burma and a large 
excess in North-Western and AVcslcru India, which distribution had been- a 
jirominent feature of the meteorology of India f -r tho previous three months, 
tho monsoon winds at first were n«>t able to advance over Bengal, but they 
])assed to some extent along tho oast of tlie Bay and over Burma and Assam, 
and partly over the extreme eastern districts of Bengal, where they gave 
moderate to heavy rain for the greater part of the month. It was not indeed 
till quite the ‘end of tho month that tho monsoon current began to spread 
generally over Bengal and up the Gangetic plain, and hence the general 
monsoon rainfall did not begin in Bengal until the 27th, or a fortnight later 
than usual. Also, even when the current did sot in over the Province, its 
strength appeared to bo much below the normal, and consequently tho wind 
velocities at the coast stations round tho head of tho Bay during Juno -were 
much lower than usual. Tho rainfall in this month was therefore comparatively 
small, even though there bad been an advance of monsoon winds at the 
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end of May, which had {^iven good rain over a largo part of the Province during 
tho first three days of Juno. In East Bengal there was a fall of nearly 
thirteen inchos, or fivo inches less than usual; North Bengal received nine 
inches, or more than eight inches in defect ; Orissa only registered two and- 
a-half inches, or more than six inches less than usual ; South-\Yost Bengal 
■received six inches, or four inches less than the average ; South Bihdr averaged 
fivo and-a-half inches of rain, or rather more than an inch in defect ; Chota 
Nagpur received rather less than four inches, and was nearly four and-a-quarter 
inches in defect ; while, on the other hand. North Bihdr received more than eight 
inches of rain, or practically a normal fall. In somo of the smaller districts tho 
falls indeed were only from 10 to 20 per cent, of tho normal, and such was tho 
case in Puri and Cuttack. 

In June the variations of pressure from tho normal wore corisiderable in 
different districts and at neighbouring stations, and also at different periods of 
the month ; but the variations to a great extent neutralized one another, and 
consequently tho mean pressure for tho month differed only slightly from tho 
normal pressure, usually being in defect by one or two-hundredths of an inch. 
Temperature was on the average about ono degree in excess of tho normal, but 
tho excess was largest in Orissa, South-West Bengal, and South Bihar. In cloud 
proportion and humidity tho variations vrero unimportant. 

In July the monsoon current blowing over Bengal, as judged by tho wind 
velocities at the coast stations, appeared to be stronger than usual, though 
undoubtedly it was deflected morft to tho eastward than is generally the case, and 
the rainfall was only in excess of tho normal in North Bengal, while elsewhere 
it was rather defective. The current was fairly steady in character, and the 
number of barometric depre8.siou8 or feeble cyclonic storms forming in tho Bay 
was smaller than usual. Qnly one small cyclonic storm formed at tho head of 
the Bay on the '24th and passed inland, and thero was also ono cyclonic storm 
which generated in the east of tho Bay, but which did not reach tho land until 
August. For the first twenty days of J uly, conditions were of ordinary rather 
light monsoon character in Bengal and over the Bay, but on the 22nd a distinct 
low-pressure area formed in tho north-west angle of tho Bay, which continued 
almost unchanged in position and intensity up to tho 24tb, when it intensified 
rather rapidly, and on the morning of tho 2oth a very definite and rather 
influential barometric depression exi.stod, the centre of which wa.s over the 
Sunderbaus to the east of iSaugor Island. It then advanced in a north-westerly 
direction, and on the 2(}tli the centre of the storm was in Chota Nagpur ; on tho 
27tli it was near Jubbulpore and Sutna; outlie 28th near Jhansi; on tho 20th 
to the west of Ajmir; and on the 30th it was near Bikanir, and was rapidly 
filling up. The storm was accompanied by a strong cyclonic circulation of 
winds, but the force of the winds was mainly confined to tho soutlierii and 
eastern quadrants at some distance from the centre, and the winds near tlie 
actual centre wore comparatively light. *Iu its rear a heavy wave of moisture- 
laden winds spread over Bengal and over Northern India goucrally, and from 
the 26th to the 30th of July very heavy rain fell,* In July, therefore, tho 
rainfall in North Bengal equalled about sixteon and-a-half inches, or nearly 
two and-a-half inchos more than usual*, in East Bengal also about sixteen 
and-a-half inches fell, or practically a normal fall; in Chota Nagpur tiio 
fall averaged nearly thirteen inches, or slightly less than tho normal ; and in 
South-West Bengal rather more than eleven inches fell, or again slightly Jess 
than tho normaj. Bihdr received between ten and ten and-a-half inches, or 
about two inches less than tho normal ; while in Orissa a little more than nine 
inches fell, or about throe and-a-quafter inches less than usual. In the follow- 
ing districts the falls were very scanty and did not equal half the normal 
amounts:— Puri and Shahabad ; while in the following the falls were less than 
two- thirds tho usual fall : — Howrah, North Bhdgalpur, and Saran. 

In July pressure was, on tho whole, in decided defect of tho normal for 
a considerablo portion of the mouth, while tempcr&ture was almost normal in 
all divisions except South Bihdr, whero a distinct excess was registered. The 
average humidity was practically normal, while tire cloud proportion was, if 
anything, larger than usual. 

In August the monsoon current, as judged by the wind velocities at tho 
northern stations in the Bay and at the inland stations in Bengal, was in distinct 
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defect of the normal almost throughout the month, but, on the other hand, over 
the Bay itself the current appears to have been slightly stronger than in 
normal years, though it was being deflected to an unusual extent towards Burma. 
On the other band, as no less than four feeble barometric depressions and one 
cyclonic storm a£fected the weather, and ns all of these either passed through or 
affected the south-western districts of the Province, these hence received rather 
abundant rainfall, while the remainder of the Province, and particularly the 
northern divisions, received falls decidedly below the normal. The cyclonic 
storm was formed in the Bay on the 31st of July to the north-west of Diamond 
Island, and commenced to move in a north-westerly or west-north-westerly 
direction. On the Ist of August it was to the west of Akyab, and was giving 
very heavy weather in the Bay. On the morning of the 2nd the storm centre 
was nearly over the Sunderbans, between Chittagong and Sangor Island, when 
it suddenly changed the direction of its advance and travelled almost duo west 
along the face of the Sunderbans, passing between False Point and Saugor 
Island, and on the 3rd the centre was to the west of Balasore. It then advanced 
through Cbota Nagpur to Sutna, where it filled up on the 6th. On the 7th a 
small depression which had formed near the north-west angle of the Bay passed 
inland to the west of Saugor Island, advancing in a north-westerly direction. 
This passed into the North-West Provinces and the Panjab, and on the 10th it 
was near Delhi. On the 12th a depression was formed with a centre near 
Jessore, which afterwards moved in a westerly and north-westerly direction 
and filled up near Allahabad. This small stc^m gave very heavy weather near 
the head of the Bay. Again, on the 20th another depression formed in the 
north-west angle of the Bay and passed inland near Balasore on the 24th, 
and on tlie 8 Ist a fifth depression was formed off the South Orissa Coast which 
gave moderate rain to Orissa. • ^ 

The rainfall in August was heaviest in Orissa, where nearly sixteen inches 
fell, or four and-a-half inches more than the normal. Chota Nagpur received 
twelve and-a-half inches, or nearly an inch in defect of the normal. In South- 
West Bengal the falls averaged [nearly eleven inches, or about two inches less 
than usual. In East Bengal ten and-a-half inches foil, or no loss than five and- 
a-half inches in defect. South Bihdr received nine aiid-a-half inches, or about 
two inches less than the normal fall. The falls, however, were still more 
decidedly in defect in North Bengal and North Bihar. North Bengal received 
only a little more than six inches, or rather more than seven and-a-half inches 
less than usual; while in North Bihdr the actual falls averaged seven and-a-half 
inches, or four inches in defect. The following districts received falls during 
August of less than half the usual amount: — Murshidabad, Noakhali, Pabna, 
Malda, Dinajpur, Kangpur, Kuch Bihar, Jalpaiguri, and Purnea; while 
falls of from half to two-thirds the normal were recorded in Nadia, Khulna, 
Jessore, Chittagong, Faridpur, Tippern, Bogra, and North Bh^galpur.. 

The mean pressure for August was again not far removed from the normal. 
Compared with the general pressure for the Province, there was slightly deficient 
pressure in the horth-wcat angle of the Bay and the adjacent parts of South- 
West Bengal, which apparently determined the position of formation of the 
greater number of barometric depressions during the month. Temperature was 
below the normal by moderate amounts in Orissa, and slightly below it in 
Chota Nagpur, but iu all other divisions excess temperature was registered, 
the usual excess equalling from half to one degree. Humidity was almost 
normal during the month, but cloud proportion was, if any thji^g, slightly in 
excess of the normal. 

In September the monsoon current, "as usual, decreased in strength, and 
though winds in the Hay were rather stronger than usual, and the winds in 
Bengal wore quite os strong and perhaps steadier than usual, yet the amount of 
rain brought up by the current was small, though the slight rainfall was fairly 
general in all districts up to the •28th or29ih. The number of shallow barometric 
depressions which formed in the north-west angle of the Bay during the early 

S artof the month was rather considerable; iodoed, in the first eighteen days, four 
eprossions generated and passed westwards and north-westwards through 
Orissa and South-West Bengal, though they were all so feeble that they scarce- 
ly require separate descriptions; but later on a more pronounced depression 
advanced from Burma across the Bay, and also passed through Orissa on the 
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September. Most o£ these more^ in a weBt>iiiorth* westerly (Erection at<»n|| 
& ti^Ujlfb of low pressure, which extended from the head of the Bay over part w 
the (^fral and North-West Provinces. The influence of the depressions was, 
however, rather limited, and the rainfall caused by them, though gonerally 
heavy near the track of the centre, was almost entirely confined to ^e western 
^and south-western districts of the Province. The indraught also towards these 
storms seems to have withdrawn the rain-bearing current from the remainder 
of the Province, and hence to have concentrated the rainfall towards the western 
districts. Thus rainfall was in excess of the normal in Orissa and Qhota 
Nagpur, while it was in decided defect elsewhere, and particularly in the northern 
districts, such as North Bih^ and North Bengal, where the falls only equidled 
about a third of the normal quantities. 

The rainfall in September in Orissa was the very large amount of eighteen 
and-a-half inches, or more than eight inches in excess of the normal amount, 
while the next largest fall was in Chota Nagpur, which only received nine 
inches, or a little more than the usual fallin this month. The fafls in South-West 
and East Bengal equalled about six inches, while in South Bihdr and North 
Bengal they were less then five inches, and in North Bihdr the falls only averaged 
the small amount of three and-a-half inches. The defects in these districts 
in September were no loss than the following amounts : — North Bengal eight 
and-a-half inches, North Bihdr six and-a-half inches, East Bengal six inches, 
South Bih&r three and-a-half inches, and South-West Bengal two and-a-half 
inches. lu this month the following districts received falls of about a quarter 
of the usual amount: — Rajsliahi,* Rangpur, North Bhdgalpur, Darbhanga, and 
MuzafiParpur ; while falls of only about lialf to a quarter of the usual amount 
were registered in Burdwan, Birlthum, Nadia, Chittagong, Noakbali, Tippern, 
Mymensingh, Fabna, Bogra, Malda, Dinajpur, Kuch Bihdr, Jalpaiguri, 
Darjeeling, Purnoa, Champaran, Saran, Gaya, and Monghyr. On the 
other hand, in the district of Outtack the fall equalled no less than 129 per 
cent, in excess of the normal, and about 50 per cent, in excess in Puri and 
Balasore. ‘‘ 

The only storm worthy of record during September was oi^o which passed 
into the Indian region as a definitely formed storm from Siam. On the 20th it 
had advanced in a westerly direction from Siam, and its centre was in the Gulf 
of Martaban to the south of Rangoon. It then advanced in a west-north- 
westerly direction with such great rapidity that by the evening of the 22nd it 
had crossed the whole of the Bay of Bengal and was passing into Orissa, close 
to False Point. The small storm was, however, of no particular intensity ; the 
lowest pressure reported at False Point being 29*436 inches, and it gave only 
squally weather in the Bay and at the coast stations during its passage. It 
afterwards passed into the Central Provinces, where its movement bocame 
northerly ; later on it moved in a north-easterly direction till it reached the 
eastern part of the North-Western Provinces and Bihdr, where it practically 
fiUed up. J 

Pressure in September was very irregular owing to the number of depressions 
formed, hut the means for the whole month wore ver^ nearly normal in South- 
West Ben^, below it by 0*02 inch in Orissa, Chota Nagpur, and tho west of 
Bihdr, and above it elsewhere by variable amounts ranging up to 0*03 inch. 
Owing to the diitrilmtion of the rainfall, temperature was considerably below 
Bie normal m Orissa, and slightly below it in Chota Nagpur ; hut elsewhere 
rt was above it, the excess being larger than one degree in North and South 
,:ilSih]81r and Norm Bengal. The variations of humidity and cloud proportion 
Mitring September were not important, 

, In October the weakness 6t the south-west monsoon current again made 
' ittielf felt by the unusually early period at which it withdrew from Bengal, and 
\ by the early cessation of the monsoon rains, for the rainfall due to this current 
practically entirely ceased on 5th October instead of in tho middloof the month 
normal years. There was also a decided absence of cyclonic storms 
of narometrio depressions such as are usually formed in this month, and, 
l^yond a d^ression of very moderate dimensions, which formed in the south- 
of the liajr towards the close of October, and which passed across the 
i^il^.of the Peninsula, there was no storm or even disturbed: weather of any 
Bine settled weather therefore prevailed in Bengal almi^ onlatmTUptedly 
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from about the first week in the month) and winds were more northerly in direo* 
tion, and the northerly winds were also stronger than usual in the last tluee weeks ^ 
of October, wlnlo temperature, humidity and cloud proportion, owing to the 
setting in of northerly winds, were all considerably below the normal during 
the month. Pressure, on the other hand, was unusually high almost throughout 
the month, and was considerably in excess of the normal for the period. 

Kainfall was, however, extremely scanty, the average falls in the large 
meteorological divisions ranging only from 2*02 inches in North Bengal to 
0*53 inch in Chota Nagpur, while the amounts in defect varied from nearly 
five inches in Orissa to about two inches in Bihdr. Expressed as a percentage 
of the nomral fall for October, the actual rainfall of the whole Province only 
equalled about 31 per cent., while in such divisions as Chota Nagpur, South- 
West Bengal, and Orissa the falls only equalled about 20 per cent., and no 
single division received as much as 50 per cent, of the normal fall. In the 
following divisions, indeed, the falls received were less than 10 per cent, of 
the usual amount for October : — Midnapore, 24-Pargana8, Howrah, Hooghly, 
Burdwan, Khulna, Haz^ribdgh, and Manbhum ; while falls less than 20 per 
cent, of the nomral were received in Cuttack, Balasore, Nadia, Jessore, Backer- 
gunge, Dacca, Darjeeling, South Bhagalpur, and Lohardaga. 

The principal features of the monsoon season of 1891 were therefore as 
follows: — 

1. The actual monsoon rains set in over Bengal about a fortnight later 
than usual, and the rains did not break until Juno 27th or 28th. 

2. Even from the period of the commencement of the monsoon up till its 
close, the monsoon current was particularly weak, and gave generally only very 
light rain to practically the whole of Bengal.* 

3. About the nonnal number of l>g,rometric depressions or feeble cyclonic 
storms were formed in the Bay during the monsoon, but these showed an 
unusually strong tendency to advance through Orissa into the Central 
Provinces, Chota Nagpur, &c. 

4. Hence rainfall was frequently in excess of the normal in Orissa, while 
it was in defect in all other districts, and for the monsoon season, while Orissa 
received about 10 per cent, more rainfall than usual, the other divisions received 
from 10 to 30 or even 40 per cent, less than usual, the largest defects, 
equalling about 30 to 40 per cent., occurring in parts of North Bengal and North 
Bihar. 

5. The monsoon current also retreated from Bengal very much earlier 
and much more rapidly than usual, the rainfall ceasing on almut the 5th of 
October, instead of in t^ middle of the month as in normal years, and the 
closing of the rains was thus about ten days earlier than usual. 

6. As the monsoon began a fortnight late, and closed ten days earlier, 
the monsoon period was unusually short, and extended over only a little more 
than three months. 

7. No storms of importance were formed in the earlier part of the retreat 

of the south-west monsoon down the Bay, and October was an unusually quiet 
month. ' 

The settled weather which had characterised October was in marked 

_ , , „ contrast to the stormy weather of November, 

ber *’ which month will be remembered for the^ extreme 

fierceness of two cyclonic storms which visited the 
Bay of Bengal — one at the commencement ana the other towards the close of 
the month. * • 

In Bengal itself for the first threa or four days weather was fine and 
generally of ordinary cold season typo, but from the 4th or 6th all the south- 
western districts became influenced by the first of the two storms adv ancin g 
into the north of the Bay. 

The cyclone of the early part of November was a small one in diameter, 
but its fierceness was veiy great and was quite equal to the majority of 
cyclones which have been previously described. This cyclone was generated 
in the Gulf of Siam, and crossed the Malay Peninsula into the And aman Sea. 
It crossed Port Blair on the night of the 1st and morning of the 2nd. Even 
at this time it was a very severe storm, though the diameter of the hurrioaiie 
winds was probably not more than eighty or one hundred miles, and it did a 
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large amount of damage both at sea and on land at the Andamans. It then 
^moyed first in a west-north* westerly and then in a north-westerly direction towards 
the Gan|am Coast, and as it began toopproaoh that coast it increased very decid- 
€^y in intensity and became one of the most severe storms on record. On the 
morning of the 4th it was to the south-east of Qopalpur, but as it approached the 
^coast it changed the direction of its movement and travelled first lu a northerly 
and then in a north-easterly direction. The centre passed over False Point on 
the afternoon of the 5th, and passed over the Intermediate Light- vessel off the 
mouth of the Hooghly at 2-30 a.u. of the Gth. 

It then passed through South Bengal between Saugor Island and Chitta- 
gong, and passed through East Bengal into Cachar and perhaps Upper Burma 
or^ Upper Assam. In its progress it did a large amount of damage to the 
shipping and on land, but as it passed into South Bengal it commenced rapidly 
to decrease in intensity and soon became a feeble storm. It brought up 
exceptionally heavy rain to Orissa, Puri receiving 13*61 inches, Kondrapata 
15‘7 inches, &c., during the storm ; but the rainfalls in South and East Bengal 
were much lighter. 

Another very remarkablo feature in connection with this cyclone was the 
rapidity with which the disturbed weather produced by it disappeared, and was 
replaced by fine settled weather of the ordinary cold season typo, and by the 
morning of the 6th weather was fine over the whole Province, and remained 
so up till about the 12th. At this time disturbed squally weather set in over 
the centre of the Bay, and immediately the sky commenced to cloud over in all 
districts except Bihir and North* Bengal, and a few showers began later on to 
fall in South and South-East Bengal. .The disturbance in the Bay, however, 
at this time did not concentrate,* but continued to give squally weather and 
rather strong winds in the centre of the Bay, almost without interruption until 
about the 19th, when a distinct storm began to form at a considerable distance 
to the west of the Andamans. This storm became more intense on the 20th 
and 2l8t, and then advanced in a north-easterly direction, slowly at first, and 
afterwards as it approached the land its velocity of advance and intensity 
increased rapidly, and it crossed the Arakan Coast between Diamond Island 
and Akyab soon after noon on the 23rd and probably near Sandoway, when 
it broke up rapidly in the Arakan hills. It was a cyclone of great intensity 
and considerable extent, and caused a good deal of damage at sea, but on the 
other hand, it gave a burst of rather heavy rain to Burma, where it was 
urgently required. 

As usual, the disturbed conditions in the Bay reacted on the weather in 
Bengal, and skies became almost overcast, temperaturq became largely above the 
normal, and conditions were the reverse of those usually obtaining in the cold 
weather, and such conditions obtained until towards the close of the month. 
Again, during this period of disturbance a few showers were received at the 
southern and eastern stations of the Province, but from about the 29th or 30th 
weatbmr once more became of the normal north-east mensoon character. 

The rainfall, therefore, of November was extremely heavy in Orissa and 
moderately heavy in South-West and East Bengal, 'And also heavier than usual 
in North Bengal, but Bih^ir and Ghota Nagpur were practically rainless. 
An average fall of six and-a-quarter inches was reported in Orissa — nearly 
five inebea more^than usual ; South-West Bengal reesjived a fall of an inch, and 
East Bengal of nearly two inches — ^in both cases about two-thirds of an inch 
more than usual, while North Bengal received the average fall of six-tenths, 
or more than feur-tenths in excess. * 

The rainfall, however, was nol^ evenly distributed, and in North Bengal 
the falls were particularly irregular. The district of Bogra received two 
inches^ Pabna and Bajshahi about an inch, and the remainder almost none 
at aUL The whole of North Bih4r was rainless, and the whole of South 
BMi^ was also practically rainless, except the Sonthal Parganas district, 
where a little 1^ than half an inch fell. In Ghota Nagpur the falls in the 
Singbbhum district averaged nearly half an inch, while the Hazdrib4gh, 
and Manbhum districts received falls varying up to about a fifth 
of an inch. In the other Divisions the falls were more copious and also 
rather more regular. In East Bengal, Tippera received four inches, Dacca 
about two and-adialf inohes, Chittagong Hill Tracts and Faridpur about 
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two inches, and Chittagong, Backergungo, Noakhali, and Mymensingh fmm 
one to one and-a«half inches. In South-West Bengal, the Saugor 
district received two and-a-half inches, Jessore, Khnlna, Murshiuabad, and^ 
Birbhum between one and two inches, Nadia, Bankura, Burdwan, and 
24-Pargana8 about half an inch, and Midnaporo, Howrah, and Hooghly abonib 
a quarter of an inch. The falls were particularly heavy in Orissa, wh^ 
the Puri and Cuttack districts received an average fall of about eight inches, 
and the Balasuro district about four inches. It will therefore be seen that 
the meteorology of November was very important, in so far as the rainfall was 
concerned. 

The variations of pressure during the month were considerable, but the 
mean pressure was almost normal. Distinct defects of about 0 02" were re* 
corded in Orissa and the neighbouring parts of South-West Bengal, while, on 
the other hand, at many of the northern stations slight excess pressures were 
recorded. Owing to the disturbed conditions during the month and to the 
partial absence of the usual cold-weather conditions, temperature was in rather 
large excess in all districts except Orissa, the usual excess equalling from 
about ono to two and-a-lmlf degrees, but in Orissa temperature was nearly 
normal. Humidity and cloud proportion were also very decidedly in excess of 
the normal. 

I'he meteorological conditions in December do not call for any detailed 
comment. There was a complete absence of the cold- weather storms origin- 
ating in or coming from North-West India, and which in most years pass 
through Bengal in December, particularly "in the second half of the month. 
There was also a complete absence of anything like cyclonic storms, such as 
sometimes occur in December in the southern half of the Bay of Bengal, 
and only two very feeble barometric depressions wore formed over that area, 
which wore not sufficiently influential to materially affect the weather conditions 
in Bengal. Weather, therefore, was fine almost throughout the month, and, 
except for a few light showers in the Chittagong district, there was no rain 
during the month over tho whole Province. Rainfall was therefore in defect 
in all divisions, hut as tho highest normal fall in December only equals about 
a third of an inch in tho East Bengal Division, tho deficiency was not 
important. 

The mean pressure in December was unusually high, and the excess 
pressure ranged from about 0'03" to 0'04" in tho south-western districts to 
0*0t>" to 0'08" in Bihsir. Temperature was also in excess of the normal in all 
the seven meteorological divisions of Bengal, ranging from one to two degrees, 
while both humidity ami, cloud projiortion were somewhat higher than usual. 

The above statement gives a brief general summary of tho weather 
conditions, month by month, throughout the year in Bengal ; but to make 
tho summary rather more complete, a further brief statement is added, deal- 
ing singly with the usual motoorologb:al elements of pressure, temperature, 
humidity and cloud proportion, and wind, and giving also a ratlier more 
detailed descriptipn of the more important storms of the year, and a brief 
summary of the rainfall of vho Province. 

For the cold-weather period of January and February, and for the whole 
Pregsuro previous to the setting in of 

* the monsoons, the general pressurq conditions were 
abnormal, and unusually high pressures were recorded in four out of tho five 
months, the excess usually ranging from two to four-hundredths of an inch. 
This condition was probably closely connected with the abnormally heavy snow- 
fall which had occurred in the Himalayas ,in the early part of the year, which 
has been referred to in the previous part of the summary, and these two condi- 
tions undoubtedly had the effect of retarding the setting in of tho monsoon 
current for at least a fortnight, and of making the monsoon current one of the 
lightest on record. This excess pressure was, however, not quite general, and 
there was a local deficiency in Assam and Upper Burma, which.hadthe effect of 
deflecting the monsoon current towards that area. At the commencement 
of the monsoon the pressure for June was almost normal, but in July there waa 
a very distinct defect, amounting to about 0*03" to 0‘05", which may perhaps 
account for the fact that the monsoon current was fairly strong in that moutm 
In August pressure again became practically normal, except that in the north- 
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west ttngle of the Bay there was a tendency to slii^htly low pressure, and this 
^ defect apparently detOTminod the position of formation of a considerable number 
of barometric depressions during the month. In September pressure was very 
slightly below the normal, the defect equalling about two-hundredths of an 
inch only, but in October, with the unusually early withdrawal of the monsoon 
.current and the commencement of northerly winds over the Province, pressure 
became from 0*04'^ to 0*06" in excess of the normal. In November the pres- 
sure changes were excessive, owing partly to the cyclone of the early part 
of the month, which gave unusually low pressure, but notwithstanding this, 
the general pressure for the month was normal, owing to the pressure during 
the greater part of the month being decidedly high. In December, also the 
high pressure which had obtained during a considerable part of November and 
during October still continued, and pressuro was O’OS" in excess of the normal. 
The pressure variations for tho year may bo therefore summed up by saying 
that in tho pre-monsoon months pressure was rather considerably in excess, 
during the unusually short monsoon it was generally in slight defect, and 
daring the transition period of October and in the cold-season months it was 
in irather large excess, and thus the average pressuro of the year was in distinct 
exceed of tho normal. 

In the month of January, owing perhaps to the lightness of the rainfall 
over a considerable part of the Province, the mean temprature was slightly in 
Temperature. oxccss of the normal. In February, when the num- 

ber of barometric depressions over Northern India 
was rather larger than usual ana when the rainfall over Bengal was decidedly 
heavy, the mean temperature of tho Province was naturally in defect of the 
normal. March was a month of most abnormal character, and for tho greater 
part of the time numerous storms wi4h rain visited Bengal, and hence the 
mean temperature becarafl no loss than four degrees below the normal. This 
large defect was neutralized in April, and the temperature of this month was 
practically normal, but there was again a small defect of about half a degree 
m May, due apparently to the unusual heaviness of the rainfall. From tfune 
to September inclusive, or during the monsoon season of 1391, temperature 
was slightly in excess of the normal, this excess being probably due to the 
extreme lightness of the rains. The excess was largest in Juno, when it equalled 
about 1*2°, but in the other months it was usually about half a degree. In 
October, on the other hand, tho cool northerly wind current set in earlier 
than usual, and hence the mean temperature of October was below the normal. 
The temperatures of the two cold-weather months of November and December 
were in decided excess of tho normal, the excess in November averaging about 
2® and in December varying from 1® to 2°. For about seven montlis of tho 
year, temperature was then higher than usual, this excess occurring in January 
and in six out of the last seven months of the year ; while, on the other hand, 
temperatures decidedly lower than usual occurred in three out of the first five 
months. 

Humidity and cloud proportion were generaljy in distinct excess over 
, , , the normal for the first five months of the year. 

Bumi ity an cou proportion, paring ygins from June to September inclusive 

they were practically normal in amount, hut in October the skies cleared 
UDBually rapidly ,*whife the damp monsoon winds also retreated more quickly 
than usual, and hence both humidity and cloud proportion were in distinct 
defect. In November and Deeemboil the opposite conditions obtained, and for 
these two months both humidity and cloud proportion were decidedly higher 
than usual. 

In January the cold-weather winds were decidedly steadier than usual, 

but they were rather more northerly in direction, 
and in February also the northerly winds were 
rather steadier and stronger than usual. In March usually the southerly winds 
from the Bay almost entirely drive hack the nertlierly and north-westerly 
winds which blow during January and February, hut owing apparently to 
tho rame cause which made these winds stronger than usual, and which 
cause was undoubtedly the excessive snowfall in the Himalayas, the north- 
erly element continued in March for a certain period, and the southerly winds 
^f&te not s^ng enough to entirely force back the northerly current coming 
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from Northern India and the hills to the north. Hence the winds in Harob 
were remarkably unsteady, south-easterly and north-westerly winds alternating 
with each other, and the latter, on the whole, preponderating^, so that thw 
winds for March were very abnormal in character. In April winds were 
rather more westerly than usual at the inland stations and more soatherly 
at the Bengal and Orissa stations, thus comprising a combination which, 
has been experienced for four 3'ears previously. In May also winds were 
also much steadier than usual, and stronger and less westerly in the north- 
west angle of the Bay. In June, again, winds were stronger and rather 
more westerly than normal at the inland stations and less westerly at tha 
coast stations, and in July, again, winds were above the normal strong^ 
and more westerly. In August the monsoon current bad deflected more into 
Burma than usual, while the current itself appeared to be about ten per cent, 
stronger than the normal, while again in September the Bay of Bengal 
current was stronger than usual, while winds were steadier and stronger than the 
normal in Bengal. In October winds were unusual, and instead of the light 
variable airs which in most years characterise this month, a fairly steady 
westerlpr and north-westerly wind was reported. This was particularly th^oase 
in Bihar, and to a smaller extent also tho caso in Bengal. In November the 
northerly element in tho wind directions was stronger than in normal years, and 
tho usual westerly element had been replaced by an easterly element,, both of 
which changes are probably accounted for by the occurrence of the two cyclonic 
storms in the Bay, and by the existence of disturbed weather in tho Bay for a 
considerable period in tne month. Again, in*Dccember the northerly element 
in tho winds was above the normal strength, and the unusual easterly element 
found in November had disappeared, while *winds were distinctly less steady 
than usual, and wind velocities were lowpr than the normal. 

The storms which occurred in tho first four months of tho year do not 

require any more detailed record than is given in a 
previous part of tho summary, and hence tho first 
storms to bo mentioned are the two small storms which formed in the Bay 
in May* Even in this month the second storm was of so feeble a character 
that what has been said in the previous account of the meteorology of May 
will bo sufficient. The first storm of May, however, demands a more detailed 
account, for at any time it might have developed into a severe storm. 

Tho small but feeble storm in May was formed in front of the first advance 
of tho south-west monsoon current on about the 19th or 20th of May, and on 
the latter date there was a well-defined barometric depression off' the Coro- 
mandel Coast, the centre of which was probably in about lat. 10° N. and 
long. 82 °E., and this was giving very squally weather over a considerable part 
of the Bay. Tho storm then concentrated and developed slightly, and advanced 
slowly northward on the following two days, when on the 22nd the 
centre was probably in lat. and long. 83°E. On tho 23rd, 24th, and 

25th it had again advanced until it was probably in about lat. 17°N. and. 
long. 84^"E., but it then b^^an to fill up, and thoro was no trace of its existence 
on the 28th. It moved forward nearly in a northerly direction at about the 
rate of 100 miles a day, but the storm never passed beyond the early stages of 
cyclonic formation, and only squally weather was produced by it at sea. 

In Juno there were no cyolonio storms at all, and in July only ono storm, of. 
importance was formed towards the close of the month. This was formed 
on the afternoon and evening of the 24th i^ear the mouth of the Hboghly, and 
by the morning of the 25th a well-marked depression coverodBouth-West B eng al 
and the north-west angle of the Bay. Soon after its formation it commenced 
to move slowly in a westerly direction; hut though the depression waa only 
of very moderate intensity as shown by the barometer, yet a gale of wind 
was blowing at the head of the Bay. On the 26tb the centre of the storm 
was in Chota Nagpur to the west-north-west of Chaibassa, and evmi on tiiis 
day a strong gale was reported bv some of tho ships navigating the head ot' 
the Bay. Tbo storm on the 27th had almost ceased to affoot Bengal, biit 
it was a very influential and persistent storm, for it travelled practically 
unbroken in a west-north-westerly direction into Upper Sind and Wet^em 
Kajputana, where it filled up on the 30th. In August there wore four feeblct 
barometrio depressions and one rather severe storm in the Bi^; . but only the 
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laBt'Uttmed and osm) of the depressions need be briefly described. The 
small cyclonic storm was formed on July 31st in the northern hsdf of tlio Bay off 
the Arakan Coast; it steadily developed in strength, and on the Ist of August it 
was in about lat. 20° 15' N. and long. 91°E. It then moved in a north- 
westerly direction, at first slowly and then with gradually increasing speed. On 
the 2nd the centre was in lat. 20°45'N. and long. SO^'SO' E. ; on the 3rd the 
storm was crossing the coast near Balasore, and the centre was in lat. 21‘‘30'N. and 
long. SG^E., and on the 4th it had passed into Oliota Nagpur and was rapidly 
filling up. This storm gave a heavy gale of wind at sea, and also brought 
up moderate rain to the whole of Bengal. Tho only barometric depression in 
August of importance as a storm was formed on tho 11th or 12 th with a centre 
near Jessore, which, after intensifying to a moderate extent, moved, first in a 
westerly and then in a north-westerly direction, finally filling up in the western 
districts of the North-Western Provinces on the 17th, and during its passage 
through Bengal it gave very heavy rain. The peculiarity of this storm was that 
the winds for a considerable distance round the centre were very light, and tho 
win^ blowing some 80 or 100 miles to tho south-east and south of the centre 
were extremely strong, and while almost calms prevailed in South Bengal, 
gales' of almost hurricane force wore blowing at the head of the Bay and for a 
certain distance out at sea. 

In Sept^ber no less than five barometric depressions were formed, but 
one only of these deserves notice from tho peculiarity of its formation. This 
depression existed from the 19th of September to the 3rd of October. It 
appeared fiirst as a well-defined Joprossion with a cyclonic circulation of winds 
which was advancing to Tenasserira -from Upper Siam. From tho sudden 
appearance of the small storm aftd its line of advance, it is almost certain that 
the depression originated quite outside, of the Indian area, probably in Upper 
Siam or perhaps in the Oltina Sea. On the 20th the depression had advanced into 
the northern angle of tho Andaman Sea ; it then passed out through the Proparis 
Channel into the Bay of Bengal, across which it moved rapidly in a west-north- 
westerly direction, and reached the Orissa Coast a littlo to the south of False Point 
about 5 P.M. on tbe 22nd. It then continued its westerly advance, and afterwards 
moved in a northerly and finally in a north-easterly direction, filling up in the 
eastern districts of the North-West Provinces and in Bih^r in the early part of 
October. In October the only depression which occurred was a shallow area 
which formed in the south of the Bay and gave heavy sain on the Coromandel 
Coast. 

In November two exceptionally severe cyclones occurred. The following 
description of them is taken mainly from the Weather Report for November by 
the Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India - 

The first storm was one of the most remarkable cyclones of recent years ; first, 
from the unusual place of its formation ; second, from tho curiously curved path 
it took; and third, from its extreme intensity. The position of tho centre of tho 
storm from day to day while it existed as a violent cyclone, so far as its history 
has yet been worked out, and its daily rate of motion, were as follows: — On 
the 31st of October at 8 a.m. it was in lat. 10°45'N'. and long. ]00°E. On the 
Ist November it was in ll'N. and 96'’E., having travelled 280 nnlcs ; on the 2nd 
it was in lat. 12“15' N. and long. 91®45'E., having travelled 285 miles; on tho 
3rd it was in lat. 14°0' N. and long. 88°80' E., and had travelled 270 miles ; 
on the 4th it was in lat. 16°30' N. and long. 86'’15' E., and had travelled 225 
miles; and on the 6th at 8 a,m. it, was in lat. lO^SO' N. and long. 86°40', and 
had moved tbfough 220 miles. On the 5th at 4 p.h. it was about lat. 20°20' 
and long. 86°47', and had moved through 60 miles ; and on tho 6th at 2-30 a.u. 
it was over the Intermediate Lightship station at the Sandheads, and had moved 
90 miles; while at 8 a.m. it was 40 miles east of Saugor Island, and had travelled 
50 or 60 miles. Tho depression fiUod up on the 7th, and the observations of 
the morning of the 8th showed no trace of its existence. 

The preceding statement indicates that the rate of motion, when it was 
advancing on the Slat, 1st, and 2ud on an approximately straight north-west 
by west course, averaged 12 miles per hour, but that as it recurved on the 4th, 
5th and 6th its yelocity diminished to an average of 8 miles on the afternoon 
ni the 5th and morning of the 6th. Its velocity at this stage was hence unusu- 
ally email, considering the intensity of the cyclone. 
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The following are the most noteworthy features of this remarkable 
storm 

lit. — It originated outside the Indian area in the Qulf of Siam, 
and crossed the Malayan Peninsula in about lat. 10” N., 
thcnco passed into the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal. 
This part of the Malayan Peninsula is comparatively low 
ground, and oifercd no resistance to the passage of the cyclone. 
2nd. — Its path in the Bay of Bengal recurved to a very unusual extent. 
As a rule the tracks of storms in the Bay are approximately 
straight. The path of the centre of the cyclone in question 
recurved through north-west, north and north-east t^...east« 
north-east, and described a curve approximately 
form. ■ ■•'Iffli 

3rd. — The storm was apparently almost unchanged in 

the 30th or 31st to noon of the 6th. It wW. 
whole of this period a cyclone with a calm centre, 
storm area of 60 to 70 miles in diameter in which ; 

winds prevailed. The storm was, so far as can be jh 

the descriptions, as severe in the Gulf of Siam as it W:i^'"#hea 
passing over Port Blair, False Point, and the light- veasels at 
the entrance to the Hooghly. It was remarkably jpe^istont 
and ])ernmnent in character during the whole of this penod. 

4^A. — It filled up with very great rapidity shortly after it miteied and 
as it approached the hills of East Bengal and Assam. The 
rapidity and completeness of the disintegration of . the storm 
on the night of the 6th and morning of the 7th are. eiren more 
remarkable thaii its previous persistence. * 

5th. — It was remarkable even when conipareTl with previojiis cyclones 
in t!in Bay for the violence of the winds and the ^cessive 
rainfall which accompanied it. 

Gth. — The observations indicate that the heaviest rainfall 

front of the advancing storm centre (or in the . 
quadrant), and that winds were most violent in tho' 
cast quadrants. . , . , l-y. J 

The cyclone which occurred in the second half of November Wasalsq^bt^of 
great intensity and considerable extent. It was generated in the centl^ of 
the Bay midw*ay between the Andamans and the Coromandel Coast. ' F^lpme 
days previous to its formation there was a shallow barometric depression Th the 
south of the Bay, and c'bnditions were generally favourable to the formation 
of a storm, which commenced to form on the 18th and 19th, probably in 
the centre of the area of depression. It developed with great rapidity on the 
20th and 21st, and began to move slowly in a north-easterly direction. From 
tho 20th to tiie 2l8t it had probably only advanced by about 73 miles, and 
from the 2 1st to the 22nd by about 00 miles, and on the morning of the 22nd it 
was probably in lat. 1 N* long. 89^° E. As it approached the Burma 
coast the rapidity of its advance increased largely, and its velocity incretused 
from about 3 or 4 miles an hour to 13 or 14 miles, and at 3 a.m. of tho 23rd the 
storm centre was in lat. 16° N. and long. 92|'’ E. From 3 a.m. of this day to 
8 A.M. the forward velocity of the storm equalled nearly 20 mifes an hour, and 
tho storm centre passed inland on this day, probably about noon, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sandoway or between Akyaband Diamond Island.. Both of these 
set storms, and the first in particular, did a very large amount of damage to the 
shipping, etc., several ships being either entirely lost or very heavily damaged 
by the storms. 

In December there was a complete absence of storms. 

The rainfall in January 1891 over tho Province generally was not very 

fur from the normal amount ; but w^e Bih^ and 
€bota Nagpur received slight exoem falls, defective 
falls were registered in Orissa and in South-West, 
East and North Bengal, which made the j^neral 
average for the Province appear more normal. The usual falls in January 
are, however, only moderate in amount, and thus small actual amounts 
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in defect or excess appear as rather large amounts when expressed as a 
pei^ntage. ^ February and March were months of most abnormally heavy rain* 
fall in practically all districts, and during this period the Province generally 
received about three inches more rain than in normal years. April, on the other 
hand, was a month in which the falls were in defect in all divisions except 
■ East Bengal, but, generally speaking, the defects did not represent any very large 
percentage of the nonnal fall. In dealing with rainfall statistics, it is usual to 
consider the rainfall of May as being part of the monsoon rainfall, for though 
the actual south-west monsoon does not break, and though the real rains 
cannot be said to commence in Bengal until June, yet the raiiii'all in May 
brought up by the partial action of the same large causes which 
raiiis in June. Indeed in the year under review a very con- 
of the rain in May in Bengal was duo to the advance of 
piewioos whicli had formed in the Bay in front of the first large 
.pf ^e monsoon current. Hence it may be stated that for the pre> 
t.mpnths of January to April inclusive, the rainfall of Bengal was on 
tho-Wht^d aWndant. 

\' ^aiall8 in these months are, however, most clearly understood by express- 
ing the actual falls as a percentage of the normal fall for the same period, and 
thm is'ldond ip the table below. From this table it will be seen that the rainfall 
in thPi|KPdrinon 800 u months of 1891 was in rather large excess in nearly all divi. 
sions : tihp ekeess was moderate in East Bengal, equalling 33 percent., and large 
in all om^ divisions; the excess in South-West Bengal and North Bengal being 
larger than 50 per oent., and id Orissa larger than 80 per cent. 'I'he fall was 
more than twice the normal in North Bihdr and Ohota Nagpur and nearly three 
times as large as the normal in Sdhth Bihdr: — 


Mainfall of January to April 1891 expremd as a percentage of the normal fdl. 


Mj^teondiogioal distriots. 

January. 

• 

February. 

1 

1 

Maroh. 

i 

April. 

Actual fall of first 
four montlis uf 
1891 expressoii 
as a percentage 
of the normal fall 
for the period. 

Orissa 

1 

11 

167 

424 

36 

182 

South- W est Bengal . . . 

03 

193 

308 

• 60 

1.60 

East Bengal 

2 

311 

98 

130 

133 

North Bengal 

7,S 

377 

239 

77 

156 

North Bihdr 

171 

233 

690 

J9 

i 203 

South Bihdr 

263 

159, 

734 

30 

290 

Ohota Nagpur 

163 

91 

506 

30 

• 

23.5 


In May, owing to the frequent occurrence of local storms with rain and to 
„ . , the action of two depressions from the Bay, the 

onsoon peno . rainfall was very heavy^ excess falls of one to two 

inches being received in Orissa, South Bih^r, and Ohota Nagpur; of two to 
four inches in North Bih^r, ^orth Bengal, and South-West Bengal ; and of 
nearly five inches in East Bengdl, representing excess amounts of from 
thirty-four to seventy-two per cent, pf the normal. In June, however, owing 
to the actual mousoou rains being about a fortnight late in establishing them- 
selves, the rainfall was exceptionally small, and the Province generally received 
about four aud-a-half or four inches of rainless than usual, and Bengal generally 
only received about 62 per cent, of the normal fall. The fulls for Juno were not 
only exceptionally deficient over the whole Province, but considerable parts of 
Orissa received practically no rain at all, and extremely deficient falls also 
occurred in the districts of Lohardaga, Jalpaiguri, Chittagong, Burdwan, Bala- 
sore, Birbhum, Dinajpur, Rangpur, Purnea, and Singhbhum. In July, owing to 
the unusual lightness of the monsoon current, the falls in all divisions Wt North 
Bihdr were decidedly deficient, the deficiency being very large in Orissa and 
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Bih&r. Bo large indeed was the deficiency in this numth in certain areas thai 
Bhahabad only received about a third of the normal fall for the month, and 
Soran, Puri, and the Howrah districts only about half the usual amount. 

In August the rainfall was nearly four and>a-half inches more than usual in 
Orissa, and in defect over the remainder of the Province, tim defect bein|;ratiber 
small in Chota Nagpur, South Bihdr, and South. West Bengal, and vei^ large^ 
elsewhere, a deficiency of more than four inches occurring in North Bihdr, of* 
five and-a-half inches in East Bengal, and of seven and*a-half inches in North 
Bengal. The actual rainfall over the whole Province, even including Orissa, 
.where the fall was about 40 per cent, in excess, shows a defect of nearly twenty 

S or cent., and in such districts as North and East Bengal and North Bih^r the 
efects equalled from 54 to 35 per cent. September was again a month of ex- 
cessive rainfall in Orissa, the excess being more than eight inches, and of about 
normal fall in Chota Nagpur, but all other divisions showed defects, the deficiency 
being about three inches in South-West Bengal and South Bihdr, about six inches 
in East Bengal and South Bihdr, and eight cmd-a-half inches in North BengaL 
In this month, therefore, the extreme lightness of tho monsoon current of 1891 
again mado itself felt most strikingly. Excluding Orissa and Chota Nagpur, in 
the districts where tho falls were less than usual tlie defect equalled 50 per cent, 
of the normal in September, and in North Bengal and North Bihdr the defeet 
was equal to nearly 75 per cent. The weakness of the monsoon current was 
further illustrated in October by the unusually early date of its withdrawal 
from Bengal, and in this month only an average rainfall of one or two inches 
is reported, whereas in normal years from fliree to six inches is generally 
received ; and thus the rainfall of the whole of Bengal for October only equalled 
31 per cent, of tho normal, and in Orisss^ South-West Bengal, and Chota 
Nagpur the defect was about 80 per cent. 

It is usual in considering the rainfall of the monsoon period to close with 
the month of October, hut the severe cyclono of the early part of Novem- 
ber which passed through Bengal brought up heavy rainfall in its path, and 
also caused a feeble wave of moist winds to pass over parts of Bengal. Hence 
this may ho taken as a continuation of the monsoon rainfall, and tho rainfall 
for the first half of November may be considered under this section. The 
rainfall brought up in this way was mainly confined to Orissa and parts of 
South-East and North Bengal, Orissa receiving aho^ut six and a-quarter inches, 
East Bengal nearly two inches, South-West Bengal about one inch, and North 
Bengal a little more than half an inch. Tho falls in these districts, therefore, 
in the first half of November, were from about six times to twice as large 
as the usual falls for the period. 

Except, therefore, for the unusual rainfall in November, it may he said 
that tho monsoon rains were exceptionally light throughout tho wholo period, 
which was also an unusually short ouo, being shorter than the usual rainy 
season by about a month. 

The following tables give briefly tho amount and variation of the rainfall 
in each of tho soven meteorological divisions, month by mouth, for the monsoon 
season — tho 1st of May to loth November, inclusive: — 


Actual JRainfall in inchet. 


Mbteorolooical 

Divisions. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

1 

August. 

Sq>tem- 

uer. 

Outoher. 

1st— 

16th 

Novem- 

ber. 

Tear. 

■ 

Orisea 

518 

2-42 

9-29 

15-89 

18-46 

1-81 

6-24 

68‘78 

5outli-Wost Bengal ... 

9-18 

617 

11-22 

10-73 

6-45 

0-78 

0-98 

46-46 

East Bengal 

1402 

12-97 

16-62 

10-38 

6-10 

1-73 

2-02 

63-74 

North Bengal 

11-91 

‘fl-38 

16-45 

C-36 

4-96 

2-02 

0-60 

61-68 

North Bihdr 

6-50 

8*15 

10-23 

7-48 

8-43 

1-37 

Nil 

3616 

South Bib&rt .»• 

3-95 

6-63 

10-30 

9-47 

4-60 

1-60 

0-11 

35-46 

Chota Nagpur 

3-92 

3-74 

12-74 

12-62 

8-92 

0-63 

0-14 

43-61 
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Variatm o/aeimU BainfaUfi'm the average in tneAot. 


MxTBOBOnOQIOAI. 

Dmsioxs. 

• 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

OQ 

October. 

Ist— 

15tii 

Novem- 

ber. 

Tear. 

Orissa 

+ 1*31 

— 6 37 

-3-21 

+ 4*48 

+ 8*20 

— 4*8.5 

S*33 

+ 4*89 

South-West Bengal ... 

3-78 

— 3*97 

— 0-78 

-198 

-2*69 

— 3*60 


— 8*44 

East Bengal 


—0*19 

-0*08 

— 6*58 

— 5*98 

— 3*70 

+ 1*25 

— 14*62 

North Bengal 

+ 3-39 

— 8*19 

-t.237 

— 7*61 

—8*46 

-2*36 



North Bibir 


— 0*57 

-2*11 

— 4*12 

-6*42 

— 2*17 

m 

— 13*12 

South. Bib4r 

+ 1*56 

— 112 

-1*73 

-1*91 

-3*48 

— 1*80 


- 8*49 

Ohota Nagpur 


-4*24 

-0*43 

-0*94 

+ 0-21 

-2*44 


— 6-6;j 


Variation expresicd in a percentage of the normal fall. 


Orissa 

•h 

34 

- 72 

- 26 

+ 39 

•f 80 

— 79 

+ 685 

-4 9 

South-West Bengal ... 


70 

— 39 

— 7 

— 16 

- 29 

— 83 

+ 250 

— 15 

East Bengal 


hi 

— 29 

— 1 

— 35 

— 49 

— 68 

+ 162 

— 18 

North Bengal 

+ 

40 

— 47 

+ 17 

— 54 

— 68 

- 54 

+ 329 

— 28 

North Bih&r 

+ 

72 

— 7 

-17 

— 36 

— 65 

— 61 

- 100 

— 27 

South Bihir ... 


66 

- 17 

— 14 

— 17 

— 44 

— 65 

- 9 

— 19 

Ohota Nagpur * .. 


48 

— 53 

• 

— . 3 

— 7 

+ 2 

- 82 

— 83 

— 13 


Finally, the rainfaH of the whole Province from May to 15th November 
inclusive averaged 47*70 inches, while the normal fall for the period is 
55*79, so that the actual fall was in defect of the normal by 8*09 inches. 
Expressed as a percentage, the actual rainfall of the Province of Bengal for the 
monsoon season of 1891 was therefore in defect of tiie noripal by about 15 
per cent. 

For the second half of November rainfall was confined to afew small showers 

in the southern districts, brought up by the disturbed 
Coid-weatW period, Nowmbw conditions induced by the second cyclone iu the 
“ Bay in the latter half of November, but the amounts 

were so small that rainfall may bo considered to have been practically absent in 
this period. In December also scarcely a single station in the whole Province 
repprted any rain whatever, and the Province was therefore practically rainless. 
The cold- weather rains of 1891-92 up to the end of December 1891 therefore 
practically entirely failed to appear. 

Tho general rainfall of the year •may thus be described by saying that 

in the first four months rainfall was much more 
EamfaUoft ow oeyoar. abundant than usual. Ij: was unusually lighf and 

very defective practically throughout the whole of Hho monsoon season, whUo 
the*^ cold- weather rains did not appear at all at tho end of the year. Hence, 
as the main amount of rainfall comes in tho monsoon months, the general 
rainfall of the year was also rather largely in *dcfoct of the normal, the 
defect for ^6 year exceeding 20 per cent, in North Bengal and North Bihdr, 
being 10 per cent* aad upwards in defect in South-West Bengal, Bast Bengal, 
aiid South Bihfir, and 7 per cent, in defect in Chota Nagpur ; while, on tho 
other hand, in Orissa the fall was 12 yer cent, in excess of the normal for the 


year. 

j|. The rainfall statistics of the Province are illustrated by two maps : the first 
gmng the actual rainfall, the depth of rain being shown by the depth of colour, 
and the second the percentage variation from the normal for the year, the excess 
falls end their amount being shown by tho variation in depth of one colour, 
and the defective falls being shown in a similar way in a second colour. The 
comparison of the total annual rainfall of 1891 with that of normal years is, 
however, not perhaps of such great value thi^ear as is generally the case, 
owing to the variation in the falls at tho different seasons being of comple- 
mentLy character. And thus, while there was very considerable excess rainfall 
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in 1891 at a period when it could have been of little ur no benefit to the crops, 
on the other hand, during the season when rainfall was most urgently wanted, 
it was at one time practically entirely absent, and for a considerable period 
in very large defect of the normal. 

The largest actual rainfall at any station in the Province for the year 1891 
was 136*51 inches at 13uxa in the Darjeeling district, and the smallest fall of 19*16, 
inches at Daudnagar in the Gaya district, but in the latter case the accuracy of 
the rainfall record is rather doubtful. Generally the heaviest falls of rain have 
occurred in the Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Chittagong, and Noakhali districts, where 
the amounts have been from about 130 to 120 inches, but in these cases the falls 
are from about 40 to 25 inches smaller than usual. The areas of greatest rainfall, 
therefore, it will be seen, were as usual in the north-eastern and efLstern districts, 
and from these areas the fulls gradually decrease in amount in a westerly direc* 
tion until in the western districts of Bihilr avorgo district fulls of only 40 to 45 
inches are recorded ; the smallest fall of all being in Shahabad with 41*76 inches 
and in Patna, Gaya, Saran, Muzuilarpur, Darbhanga, and Monghyr, where the 
falls varied from forty-two to forty-seven inches. The falls in these districts 
were also unusually small, Shuhabad receiving about twelve inches of rain less 
than usual, Saran ten inches less, Gaya eight inches le.ss, Muzallarpur and 
Darbhanga about five inches less, Monghyr tliree inches less, and Patna only 
ono inch less. Between the heaviest rainfall in the cast and north-east of the 
Province and the lightest falls in extreme west, the falls gradually decrease 
from east to west. Most of the districts in North and East Bengal, except those 
previously mentioned, have received falls of from sixty to eighty inches, and the 
whole of the remainder of the Province has received roughly between 50 and 60 
inches. In several districts the rainfall has beeh 15 inches and upwards in defect 
of the normal, and this is the case in Hywrah, Rangpur, Backergunge, Purnea, 
and Malda, while the defects exceeded ten inches in Hooghly, 24-Pargana8, 
Khulna, Dinajpur, Bogra, I’abna, and Faridpur. 

When the actual falls for the whole of 1891 are expressed as a percentage 
of the normal, the districts which show the largest defect are — Malda 34 percent., 
Purnea, Noakhali, and Darjeeling 31 per cent., Jalpaiguri 30 per cent., and 
Howrah and Shahabad 29 per cent., while falls have been 20 per cent, and 
upwards in defect in Dinajpur, Rangpur, Bogra, Pabna, Backergunge, Chitta- 
gong, and Saran. On the other hand, Cuttack shgwed an excess fall of 22 per 
cent., Balasoro ono of 15 per cent., and small excess falls were sho^n in Burdwan 
and Midnapore. 
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The following; is a brief account of the results of the harvests, of the prices 
prevailing, and of the economic condition of the people in the several Divisions 
of Bengal during the year 1891-92. 

The average rainfall in each of the districts of 
Burdwan Division. Burdwau Division during the past three years 

has boon as follows 



1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1889-90. 


Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Burdwan 

... 47-29 

71-48 

4709 

Banknra 

... 47-H2 

(il-92 

.55-14 

Birbhum 

... 50-91 

70-17 

63-1 6 

Miduaporo 

... * 60-19 

59-8:i 

6292 

llooghly 

... 40-05 

69-19 

4300 

Howrah 

... • 38-31 

.54-00 

51-48 


The weather on the whole was not favourable to agricultural operations, 
the rainfall being short ahd unevenly distributed. The early stoppage of the 
rains in September, and their total absence in October, materially affected all 
crops, except sugarcane, and rendered the outturn much below the average. 
The winter crops in Bankura also suffered from a flight of locusts, which passed 
over many parts of the district. 

The pricesof rice and other food-grains rose steadily in all districts through- 
out the year. Wages remained stationary. In llaniganj wages are said to bo 
gradually rising, owing to the steady development of the mining and other 
industries. 

Though the year was one of bad crops and high prices, the people did not 
suffer from any severe distress, as evidenced by the absence of any marked 
increase of crime against property and by continued fljriskncss of trade. The 
mill and factory hands in the larger towns would ap|)oar to bo in oven bettor 
condition than the agricultural population. 

‘ average rainfall in each of the districts of 

Prcudency ivision. Presidenfty Division during the past three years 

is given below:— 



1891-92. 

1890-9J. 

1889-90. 


Inohes. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

24-Pargaaa8 

.. 45*59 

66-00 

60-23 

Nadia 

44-87 

66-40 

54-91 

Khilna 

47.52 

67-66’ 

53-66 

Jessore 

4603 

64-56 

56-46 

Murshidabad 

39-92 

61-27 

48-72 


The year 1891-92 was characterised by deficient and unevenly distributed 
rainfall. The rainfall in May and the beginning of Juno was heavy, but it was 
especially wanting during the months when it was most needed, and early in 
Octbber it ceased entirely. The consequence on the whole was that, although 
Ae early rice general^ yielded a good crop, the late rice and all cold-weather 
SttfiPored groat loss. Except in some parts of tho^ 24-Pargana8, Khulna, and 
Mnrshidabfld, the crops wore generally very deficient. The loss in Nadia was 
considerable. 

The price of rice was higher in all the districts daring the year os compared 
with the previous two years. The rates of wages, both for skilled and unskilled 
labour, remained stationary. 
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Generally speaking, the ye^ was one of diminished prosperity to the 
agricultural classes. The loss inflicted upon them by the failure of their crops 
was aggravated by an outbreak of cattle-disea^ in some parts, and added largely 
to the difficulties of a situation already precarious by reason of two previous bad 
years. The labouring classes were also not well off, because while the rates of 
wages remained the same, they had to pay high prices for food. They, however, 
found ample work in the cotton and sugar mills and in the silk manufactories. 

. . , . . . The following table shows the average rainfall 

Kojs iTision. districts of the Rajslxahi Division for the past 

three years:— 

1891-92. 1890-91. 1889-90. 




Inches. 

Dinajpur 

Bajshahi 

Pabna 

• • • 

40- 37 

41- 18 

• • • 

42-69 

Bogra 

• • • 

47-86 

llangpur 

. a a 

64-78 

Jalpaiguri 


7r»-29 

Darjeeling 

Hills 

Torai ... 

89-47 

69-63 


Inohos. 

Inches. 

98-96 

62-47 

88-24 

65-69 

66-28 

61-67 

81-57 

65-5 

120-6 

87-9 

171-74 

124-48 

165-76 

138-10 

189-88 

123-88 


It will bo observed that 1891-02 was a year of drought, succeeding a year of 
floods. The distribution of rainfall -was also unfavourable, for, while in Blay and 
the early monsoon season there was no want of moisture, the deficiency was most 
marked in the critical months of September and October. The rivers, moreover, 
as might have been anticipated, failed to rise, to their usual level. The effect of 
these conditions was that tlio early rice ci'ops, the boro and bkadoi^ wore not so 
bad, but that the deficiency in the winter rice was serious, it being cut at the 
time when the rains fyilocl. The loss was felt the most in parts of Dinajpur, 
where the winter rice is the only crop of any importance. Pulses yielded about 
the same return as in the previous year, and the variations in the other crops 
wore not very marked. 

Owing to the partial failure of the harvest, rice was exceptionally dear 
during the year ; the increase, however, never exceeded oO per cent. The rates 
of wages showed a fall since 1889-90 in Rajshahi, a tendency to rise in Pabna, 
and almost a stationary state in the other districts.*^ 

In the Division generally there was no want of employment for the 
labouring classes. The cultivators, who form the mass of the population, fared 
more unequally : some getting tolerable crops made largo profits, prices being 
so high, particularly th6se who grow jute ; the majority had a bad year, but 
were able to pay their rent, and suppori their families much as usual ; while a 
considerable portion lost nearly their whole crop, and had to borrow, or exhaust 
resources previously accumulated. 

The table below shows the average rainfall in the districts of the Dacca 

Division during the year as compared with the 


Dacca Dmitioa. 


•• previous two years 



1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1888-89. 


Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Dacca 

.. 64-96 

72-23 

• 83-06 

Faridpur 

48-05 

68-00 

62-4 

Backergunge 

61-21 

. 77-97 

79-78 

Mymensingh 

76-50 

89-13 

99-61 


The year under report was one of indifferent harvests. The short rain- 
fall and its uneven distribution affected all crops, especially the jute, which 
yielded only 9 annas for the whole Division. The aman suffered from want 
of rain in September and October, and the goner^ outturn was below the 
average. There was no rain from December to February, and the result was 
a poor outturn of tho winter crops. 

Prices generally ruled higher in Dacca and Backergunge ; in Faridpur 
there was no marked change ; 'vmlo in Mymensingh food-grains were actually 
cheaper than in 1890-91. The wages of both skilled and unskilled labour 
contmued almost unchanged. 
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There was no marked change in the material condition of the people daring 
the year, * The high prices which generally prevailed fully compensated the 
peasant classes, which form the bulk of the population of this Division, for the 
short harvests they had maped. Other classes, however, chiefly persons with 
small fixed incomes, su^rod to sumo extent. The condition of the Garos and 
^other hill people in Mymensingh is said to be improving. 

The average rainfall in the districts of the Chittagong Division during 
Chittagong Divuion. the past three ycoTs has been as follows: 



1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1889-90 


Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Chittagong 

... 102-50 

113-45 

102-95 

Noakhali 

78-42 

113-81 

88-84 

Tippera ... 

72-74 

73-22 

69-31 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

97-17 

• • • 

• • • 


The year 1891-92 was marked by deficient and unevenly distributed rainfall; 
the rains having begun late, fallen heavily for a period, and ceased prema- 
turely. The result was a comparatively poor crop in both the two staples, 
rice and jute, the divisional average outturn being only 11 annas and 9 annas, 
respectively, as against 15 and 12 annas in 1890-91, and 16 and 12 annas 
in 1889-90. The prices of food-grains also ruled high, but the labour market 
was stationary. The comparatively short crops and high prices do not seem 
to have affected the people as a whole injuriously, as the abnormally high 
prices of jute and rice, the lattCT of which, as well as the former, is a very 
largo staple of export, more than coinpen sated for the decreased outturn. 
Li Tippera, the Collector report^ tho people were as a rule averse to physical 
toil, and although the population is s^iown by the last census to bo 802 to the 
square mile, a considcvabltf portion of the agricultural work is done by labourers 
from Noakhali and other districts. “Educated muharrirs can bo employed 
at a lower wage than inonld servants. Field labourers can with difficulty 
bo engaged at 5 or 6 annas a day, and may be seen at work carefully shaded 
by cloth umbrolla.s.’’ At tho close of tho rainy season, numbprs of labourers 
are said to come to Tippera from Bihdi', and even from Oudh, as road coolies 
and palki-bearcrs. 

Figures showing the a^.rago rainfall in each of tho districts of tho Patna 
l?&tn& Hi vision* IDivision aro given below 




1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1889-90 



Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Patna 

• •• 

35-7 

0G-*47 

42-81 

Qaya 

• •• 

28-16 

0481 

30-21 

Shahabad 


26-31 

52-26 

4307 

Muzallarpar 


3G-52 

i?I-78 

42-32 

Darbhanga ... 

• •• 

• 8G-48 

62-77 

52-12 

Saran 

• •• 

31-55 

58-67 

37-68 

Champoran ... 

• •• 

41-18 

73-66 

. 6-1-94 


The rainfall during 1891-92 was unevenly distributed and deficient in all 
districts. Excessive ram in March 1891 injured tho rM crops which were 
then ready for cutting. In May and June the rainjall was more normal and 
even, and the result was a good blutdoi crop in nearly all districts; but the 
rains stopped prematurely in August and September, and the winter rice crop 
suffered severely in (jonsoquence, as elso did tho succeeding rabi croji, both by 
diminished area and by indifferent outturn. Poppy also suffered much from 
want of moisture for sowing, from ah unseasonable rainfall in February 1892, 
and from blight. Tho bad crop outturns were closely followed ,by high prices, 
while wages remained practically stationary, so that the comlition of the landless 
labourer class, and still more probably of the small fixed income class of petty 
non-cultivating land-owners, sank temporarily to a very unenviable level. It 
has been reported that tho Shahabad district was only saved by tho canal from 
a famine, and that in other parts of tho Division also there would have boon 
severe ^stress but for the fact that the people have learnt by experience 
to keep sufficient stocks of groin in hand until the subsequent crop has been 
harvested. 
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BhuKalpur Division. 


Monghyr ... 
Bhagalpur . . . 
I'uriK'u 
Malda 

Boutbul Parganas 


of the previous two years in 
tho Pbagalpur Division:— 

each of the 

1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1889-90. 

laches. 

laches. 

laches. 

... 38-69 

62-88 

44-83 

35-74 

63-23 

47-37 

44*05 

99-6-2 

80-51 

41-26 

73-()3 

41-21 

47-04 

72-40 

54 71 


Tlio rainfall of 1891-93 was mucli less than that of tho previous two 
yeans, and was unfavoiirahly distributed. Owing to tlio early failure of tho 
monsoon, and tho almost entire absence of rain in tlio autumn and cold weather, 
the bhadoi (Top.s generally, and tho winter rice and raid ('roj)H, with small local 
exceptions, were much below the average. In addition to an unpropitious 
sea.son, the cultivators had further to contend in several places with visitations 
of locaists, whi(;h made their appearance in Juno and July. 

In (lonsequonce of tho short harvests, pri(*os ruled higher than usual, while 
wag<is had a tondciuiy to decline, owing to the cong«isted state of the labour 
market, except in the Sonthal Parganas, where emigration has an equalizing 


effect. 

There can be no dembt that the strain which tho ovent.s of the year liave 
put upon tho resourco.4 of tho people hadiuot been without its effect on 
their material condition, but there has been no permanent dctci’ioration, and 
tho Ctunraissioncr of the Division remarks that tlui manner in which tho raiyats 
have boon able to i)ear u]i in this hard time shows that there must bo a 
considerable margin in good years, and that tho food-stocks are much larger 
than is generally suppo,sed. 

3'he figures given below show tho average 
rainfall in the three districts of the Orissa Division 


Orissa Division. 


for the past three years : — 


Cuttack 

Puri 

lialosore ... 


1891-92. 

1890 91. 

1888-90. 

Taohos. 

Iaclu‘8, 

Inohen. 

61-89 

67-76 

65-07 

43-55 

68-21 

73-63 

60-67 

69-98 

52-81 . 


The rainfall of 1891-93 was below the average and badly distributed, being 
deficient in the early months of the rainy season, and excessive in September. 
Tho result was a poor winter rice crop and consequent high prices, unaccom- 
panied, however, by any ri.se in tho rate of wages. One of tho chief featui’os of 
tho year was the violent cyclone, which visited the Division in the month of 
October and devastated the littoml tracts, especially those of the Puri district. 
The area affected was not, how^evor, large, and tho inland tracts wore much 
benefited by the heavy rain wbicli accompanied the storm. 

Though tho cultivators benefited by the high prices of rice, other people 
suffered, and, as wages did not rise to a corresponding degree, the material 
condition of the landless classes was anything but prosperous. Plenty of em- 
ployment was, however, available on iiTigation and railway tworks, and this 
enabled the people to eke out their own resources. 

^ . . The following tablo sliows tho average rain- 

tho a Bgpur ivision. yoars *in each of tho 

districts of tho Chota Nagpur Division: — ‘ 


ETazaribdgh 

1891-92. 

Inches. 

... 41-64 

1890-91. 

laches. 

64 64 

1889-90 

Inches. 

44*42 

liohardaga 

ralaniau 

4285 

59-38 

61*87 

* ... 43-<3 

47*15 

'36*18 

ISingliblium 

67,-57 

03*36 

66*66 

Maublium 

42-82 

53*16 

6*2*53 


As in other Divisions, tho conditions of rainfall in Chota Nagpur during 
1891-92 wore peculiar, the early rainfall in May being very heavy, while from 
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September onwards the rainy season may^ be said to have practically ceased 
altogether. The general result was a deficient outturn both of the hhadoi crops 
and of rice, but there was a compensation in an excellent crop of ndhua^ which 
in this Division forms an important article of food for the poorer classes, and a 
good outturn of sugarcane and opium in the districts where those crops are 
.grown. 

Prices of food-grains rose higher than in the preceding two years. Rates 
of wages remained practically unchanged, except in Singhbhum, where owing 
to the advent of the railway and the opening of mining and other industries, 
they show a general increase. 

The year having been one of bad crops and high prices, there was no 
general improvement in the condition of the people. Kxcopt in Singhbhum and 
Manbhum, which are being developed under the influence of the new railway, 
and where the drought did loss injuiy than elsewhere, the year was rather a 
hard one for agriculturists. 


(iV!S.-Thc rainfall figures for 1890-9] and 1889-90 do not agree with those in the last year's report, 
owing to the fact that in previous years the figures ol the sadar and subdivlsional stations only were 
taken, while in the present report the figures for all stations where a rain-gauge is kept have been taken,) 
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150 BENGAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT. [1S&1-93. 

SlaUmni sfming Monthly Vnmtiom in ihe Retail Prim of Fooi^ram and Salt in teketed dinMt of Bengal 

from Ajpril 1891 to March 1892 . 


NUMBER OF SEERS OF 80 TOLAHS WEIGHT PURCHA8EABLB FOR A EUPEE. 


COMMON RICE. 


Districts. 






1891. 






1892. 






1 

■*5 

*4 

O 

u 


o 

u 


r 

4 




s? 

s 


! 

Ml 

8: 

P 

< 

a 

rO 


B 

B 





Apri] 

c 

a 

p 

! i 

o 

Qj 

rtj 

O 

OJ 

0 


'ir, 

V 

u 

o 

Q 

1 

A 

1 ^ 

1 



S. C. 

S. c. 

S. r. 

S. r. 

S. c. 

S. 0. 

s. 

0. 

S. c. 

S. c. 

S. c. 

S. c. 

8. c. 

Calc- 11 1 (a 

... 

13 12J 

13 

13 lOi 

13 4 

13 0 

12 10 

12 

7 

12 S'. 

12 10 

12 74 

11 Hi; 

11 8 

Durdwan 


10 15.^ 

17 2.' 

16 lb\ 

16 H 

16 13{ 

15 12 

15 

6 

16 4 

14 13 

14 24 

13 14 

13 11 

21:-raixauas 

■ 

10 4 

16 12 

15 8 

15 4 

14 S 

14 8 

15 

4 

16 0 

IS 8 

13 8 

13 4 

IS 0 

Dinajjjur 


18 0 

17 C 

16 12 

15 4 

16 10 

13 12 

12 

0 

12 0 

12 13i 

12 0 

13 9.V 

IL 8 

UarU*rj;iiii;»o 

i«> 

Irt 6 

16 13 

16 121 

15 9 

15 6 

16 0 

15 

M 

M 12 

14 4 

14 0 

12 12 

12 6 

Chithigau;; 

1 1 ■ 

16 11 

17 2 

16 11 

15 0 

16 12 ! 

16 12 1 

16 

0 

16 0 

13 0 

13 0 

18 0 

H 15 

Tahm 


15 5 

17 12 

17 K 

16 12 

17 4 

18 0 1 

18 

s 

17 8 

17 12 

14 12 

14 0 

11 0 

DarbllaIll,^a 

%•* 

14 8 

15 0 

14 101 

14 13 

U 0 

11 4 

14 

4 

13 0 

13 11 

13 9J 

12 

12 1 

MuzatTar])ur 


16 8 

14 8 

13 8 

14 i) 

13 8 

14 0 

13 

8 

12 0 

13 0 

12 8 

12 0 

12 0 











1 

^ Old. 

Old. 

Old. 

Old. 

Eliiigalpiir 

• •1 

15 2 

14 13 

16 2 

15 2 

14 8 

16 2 

1 14 13 . 

13 4 

\ 

Il2 6 
New. 

11 OJ 
.New, 

10 lOj 
New. 

10 1 
New. 








1 13 



\ 

L13 9 

12 6 

12 10 

11 6 

Pnmoa 


18 0 

18 0 

18 0 

18 0 

17 0 

14 8 


0 

11 0 

11 8 

11 0 

11 0 

JI 0 

Puri 

■ ■I 

21 0 

21* 0 

21 0 

21 0 

17 1 

19 ir 

^ 17 

J 

15 12 

15 13 

14 JO 

13 16J 

13 15 

Hazaril/ii'li 


15 0 

15 0 

14 ;2 

14 0 

13 12 

14 8 

14 10 

16 4 

14 0 

13 8 

13 2 

13 12 


WHEAT. 



S. 

c. 

S. 

r. 

S. c. 

s. 

c. 

S, c. 

S. c. 

S. r. 

S, c. 

S. 

r. 

S. c. 

S. c. 

S. 0. 

Calcutta 

12 

3 

12 

71 

12 flj 

12 

5^. 

12 3} 

II 3i 

11 m 

10 I:il 

11 

2^ 

11) 14 

11 8 

11 .3.J 

Burdwan 

11 11} 

12 

14 

13 4 

13 

4 

12 H 

11 los 

11 8 

11 6 

10 

HI 

12 0 

11 8 

11 8' 

21-rarf'anas 

12 

6 

13 

"1 

13 6 

13 

6 

12 10* 

12 4 

12 0 

10 12 

10 

9 

10 4 

10 4 

in 14 

Dii.ajpiir 

12 

6 

13 

6} 

12 12 

16 

0 

16 9 

12 Hi 

11 li 

11 6 

12 

0 

10 Hi 

10 13 

H 6i 


... 


' 

... 

,, 


„ 


... 

... 



... 

■ «« 


C]iiltaj;oni; 

12 

0 

12 

8 

12 0 

13 

0 

12 0 

12 0 

10 0 

10 0 

9 12 

9 13 

10 0 

9* 4 

Piitnn CiJed.,, 

15 

7 

17 

0 

IS d 

18 

0 

17 8 

16 4 

15 14 

15 10 

16 

0 

14 12 

13 12 

15 0 

latna ... JvVhile 

14 

6.1 

16 

4 

16 8 

16 

8 

15 4 

16 0 

14 14 

13 8 

14 

8 

13 0 

12 12 

13 8 

Darbluinga 

14 

0 

16 

8 

14 11 

15 

9 

15 15 

14 6J 

14 11 

13 10 

13 in 

13 llj 

12 10 

12 10 

Mu/alTarpur 

16 

0 

16 

8 

16 0 

16 

0 

15 0 

14 0 

13 8 

13 8 

12 

0 

12 0 

12 0 

12 0 

Bhii}j;alpur 

16 

7 

16 

6 

16 11 

16 

6 

15 12 

14 13 

13 14 

19 14 

13 

9 

12 10 

12 10 

12 16 

.Purnea 

15 

0 

16 

i 

18 0 

I 18 

0 

18 0 

15 0 

12 0 

11 0 

IL 

0 

11 0 

H 0 

11 0 

Puri 

14 

7 

.14 

7 

14 7 

11 13 

11 13 

11 13 

9 7 

9 7 

8 

5 

8 7 

8 6 

9 19i 

HazAriba^li 

13 

8 

13 

0 

IS 12 

13 

JjL— . 

8 

13 0 

1 13 4 

13 12 

12 8 

11 

8 

11 12 

11 12 

12 0 


BARLEY. 




S. c. 

S, 

c 

s. 

c. 

S. 

c. 

S. 

r. 

w 

S. 

c. 

S. 

r. 

S. 

c. 

* 

S. 0. 

S. 

ri 

S. 

0 . 

8. 

uas 

0. 

Calcutta 

t*. 

19 3i 

19 

9 

20 

OJ 

19 

9i 

19 

Oh 

23 

oj 

19 


18 

9i 

17 15 

19 



y 

16 

9 

Burdwan 



... 




,, 


35 

0 











H 

19 

0 

24-Pargana8 



20 

4 

20 

8 

20 

0 

20 

0 

21) 

0 

20 

a 

20 

0 


18 

Q 

BtH 

R 

16 

0 

Dinajpur 

... 

15 8 

17 

0 

16 

0 

16 

4 

16 

8 

23 

0 

16 12 

17 

El 

17 8 

17 

El 

17 12 

18 

0 

Backcr);nnge 





,, 

, 

,, 

, 

... 


... 





• 

»*« 







Chittagong 

... 









... 


• •a 











Patna 

••• 

21 9^ 

23 

4 

23 

8 

22 

8 

23 

Q 

24 

8 

25 

El 

25* 

El 

26 S 

26’ 

0 

24 

8 


n 

Darbhanga 

• •• 

22 0 

26 

0 

29 


24 10 

24 

3 

23 

14 

19 

2 

22 

0 


22 

□ 

21 

7 


Miizallarpur 

• •• 

22 12 

21 

0 

22 


Pill 

8 

21 

8 

24 

R 

21 

8 

21 

8 

24 8 

21 

ra 

22 

4 

22 

0 

Bliugalpur 

Pit 

mimM 

23 

4 

25 

4 

23 

6} 

24 


23 16J 

22 

1 

22 

1 

23 5i 

22 11 

20 

A 

19 

0 

Pumca 

Puri 

tf 

H 

17 

0 

17 

0 

14 

n 

16 


15 

0 

12 

0 

14 

0 

w 

22 

8 

17 


18 

0 

Haz&ribiigh 

... 

18 0 

le’ 

0 

16 

n 

16 

8 

17 


ni 

8 

16 

8 

16* 

8 


16" 

8 

14* 

B 

12 

0 
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Statement thowing MoiMg Variatione in the Retail Priees of IbotH-graim and Salt in teleeted dietriete of Bengal 

from April 1891 to March 1892--(»ncludod. 


NUMBER OP SEEttS OP 80 TOLAH3 WEIGJIT PURCIIASExUJLE FOB A RUPEE. 


MAIZE OB INUIAN-COIIN. 


Distbiois* 

1891. 

1892. 

April. 

1 

June. 

July. 

August. 

8. 

A 

s 

1- 

CO 

October. 

& 

1 

December. 

1? 

i 

0 

February. 

Marclu 


S. €. 

S. 0. 

S. 0. 

8. c. 

S, C. 

S. c. 

S. c. 

S. c. 

8. c. 

S. (’. 

8, c. 

8. c. 

Galcatta 


• •a 

... 

... 

14 8 

17 6 

18 10 

16 11 

17 4 

16 16i 

16 05 

16 0 

Burdwan 

••• 



... 


... • 

... 


.11 


... 


24rFarguiias 


... 


»•« 


... 

... 


... 

• •t 

... 

... 

Dinajpur 


... 


• • • 


... 

... 



«*• 

... 

• •• 

Backergimge ... 

... 




*'**, 

... 

... 


... 


... 

... 

Chittagong 

... 

... 


... 


... 

... 


M. 



... 

Faina ... 

19 0 

... 


... 

26 0 

24 8 

24 8 

24* 4 ' 

24 8 

22* 0 

21 8 

21 12 

Darblianga 

18 0 

18 0 

17 121 

18 4 

20 14 

23 2 

20 8 

20 8 

21 8 

20 14 

20 0 

19 6 

Mazal]Earpur 

16 8 

15 8 

10 0 

1 15 8 

17 0 

23 0 

22 8 

21 0 

21 8 

20 8 

20 0 

20 8 

Bliagulpur 

20 8 

20 3 

231.".i 

31) S 

24 10 

23 13 

23 51 

20 13 

20 13 

18 15 

17 

17 0 

Purnea 

liO 0 


20 0 

... 

... 


20 0 

16 0 

17 8 

17 0 

10 8 

16 0 

Pari^ 

.1. 

• • 


... 

•... 

• •• 

... 

••• 



• ■f 

.1. 

Haziiribdgh 

20 0 

17 8 

17 0 

17 12 

17 4 

18 0 

24 0 

24 0 

13 0 

J9 0 

18 0 

18 0 




ORAM. 



' — ^ — 


8. c. 

S. 

c. 

8. c. 

.a 

s. 

C. 

8. 

c. 

S. c. 

8. 

'oJ 

8. 

c. 

8, c. 

8. 

c. 

8. c. 

8. c. 

Calcutta 


16 11 

17 

1 

17 11 

18 

3 

17 

0 

16 11 

15 12 

16 

6 

16 12 

15 10 

16 4 

15 6 

Burdwau 


19 9 

19 

0 

19 8 

20 

0 

20 

0 

20 0 

19 

0 

18 12^ 

17 10^ 

19 14 

17 0 

17 0 

24*Pargana3 


19 0 

20 

0 

20 0 

20 

8 

19 12 

19 12 

20 

0 

18 

8 

18 0 

18 

0 

10 4 

16 0 

Dinajpur 


J5 4 

17 

8 

18 0 

19 

4 

21 

0 

19 4 

15 

3 

14 

8 

16 0 

18 

41 

12 12 

14 0 

Backcrgungo 


12 12 

13 145 

15 155 

16 

0 

10 

4 

14 8 

14 

8 

14 12 

14 4 

13 

2l 

1.3 5 

12 13 

Chittagong 


11 0 

11 

8 

1.3 0 

13 

0 

13 

0 

12 0 

11 

0 

12 

0 

13 0 

10 

0 

11 0 

il 0 

Patna 


21 4 

22 

8 

22 4 

22 

0 

22 

4 

22 12 

22 

8 

22 

0 

22' 8 

21 

8 

21 0 

21 8 

Darbbanga 


20 0 

20 

0 

19 14 

20 

8 

21 

2 

19 12J 

17 

8 

19 

2 

19 125 

19 

85 

18 lOA 

18 2 

MuzatTarpur 


17 12 

18 

4 

19 0 

19* 

0 

19 

0 

20 0 

18 

8 

18 

8 

19 0 

17 

8 

19 8 

18' 0 

Bbagalpur 


20 13 

21 

7 

22 11 

22 

1 

21 

7 

21 7 

21 

7 

20 

3 

30 3 

20 

3 

18 15 

18 16 

Purnea 


17 8 

20 

0 

21 0 

20 

0 

20 

0 

18 0 

16 

0 

13 

8 

15 Q 

16 

0 

16 0 

10 0 

Puri* 


16 12 

13 

2 

13 2 

14 

7 

14 

7 

13 2 

32 

1 

11 

0 

12 9 

13 

3 

13 

14 9 

Hazaribagh 


16 0 

16 

4 

10 0 

L6 

0 

16 

0 

13 G 

16 

0 

16 

8 

IT 0 

16 

8 

10 0 

16 8 


SALT. 




8. 0. 

8. c. 

S. c. 

8. c. 

S. c. 

U c. 

8. c. 

S. 

" 1 

c. 

8. 

c. 

s. 

c. 

iS. 

C. 

s. 

0. 

Calcutta 


10 11 

10 13 

11 0 

Ism 

11 U 

11 1 

11 3 

11 

2 

a 

2 

11 

55 

11 

6 

11 


Biirdwan 


10 10 

11 8 

11 

11 9i 

11 4 

11 4 

Jl 4 

11 

4 

11 

4 

a 

4 

11 

4 

a 


24-ParganaB 


10 12 

10 12 

10 12 

10 12 

mimvm 

10 12 

10 14 

^ 11 

0 

Tl 

0 

a 

0 

11 

0 

a 

0 

DinaitiiJ 


10 U 

llAil 

10 2 

10 0 

10 4 

10 8 

10 4' 

10 

4 

10 

8 

10 

2 

10 

4 

10 

4 

Backer^ge 


10 n 

■nVM 

10 10 

10 10 

10 6 

10 0 

10 4 

10 

0 

10 

4 

10 

8 

10 

0 

10 

0 

Chittagong 


10 0 

■ftwii 

10 0 

10 8 


10 8 

10 0 

10 

8 

10 

8 

11 

0 

a 

0 

10 

8 

Patna 


10 14 

■iiKi 

linn 

U 0 

11 12 

11 8 

11 8 

n 

8 

11 10 

u 

8 

11 

8 

a 

8 

Darbhanga 


11 0 

■iPM 

11 2 

flH 

11 0 

11 0 

11 0 

• 11 

0 

11 

0 

11 

0 

a 

0 

u 

0 

Muzaffarpur 


11 2 

■ M»:a 

11 2 

11 0 


11 0 

11 0 

11 

0 

11 

0 

11 

0 

a 

0 

11 

0 

Bh&galpur 


10 1 

■ISJ 

mSmTi 

■l3!l 


10 11 

10 11 

10 11 

1 10 11 

10 11 

10 a 

10 a 

Furoda 


9 4 

0 4 

9 0 

9 4) 

9 8 

10 0 

10 0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

Puri 


9 13 

« 13 

mMB 

mo 

11 f3 

11 13 

11 13 

11 13 

a 

13 

11 13 

a 13 

a 14 

Haz6rib&gh 

M. 

9 0 


7 8 

8 8 

8 12 

t 

9 0 

9 0 

9 

8 

10 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 


Oi 


In Fori the rates givon are tboso lor kalai. 
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Jaiuiuc Jlfliff 


The rainfiill of 1891, which was deficient in tho greater part of Bengal, 
erased almost entirely in September to tho detriment of tho great winter rice 
crop of tho I’rovince. The rahi crop also suffered in places owing to a want 
of suflicient moisture. The short rainfall was chiefly confined to the last two 
monlhs of the ordinary monsoon period, and the hhadoi crop was not therefore 
much affc<;ted. Appreliensions were felt with regard to tho districts of Gaya, 
MuzafTarpur, and Darbhanga, and a poi’tion of 8hahabad in the Patna Division, 
Dinajpur and Bogra in tlie Rajshahi Division, and Bhagalpur, Purnea, and 
Monghyr in the Bhagalpur Division. To this list Champaran, which had 
suffered severely in 1878-74 as well as in 1888-89, was subsequently added. 
Steps were taken to impress upon the District Boards, as an integral part of the 
administration, that in times of scarcity or famine they were reejuired to do 
more than merely provide funds for relief works under Chapter XI of tho 
Bengal Famine Code ; that it was incumbent on them to recast their budgets ; 
and that after prOvi<ling for all obligatory expenditure, such as establishment, 
maintenance of works and buildings, and completion of woiks in progress which 
would snfl'er seriously fiom being stopped and V'litail great loss in tho end, all 
tho rest of their expenditure on public wprks should bo devoted to such as could 
be classed ns relief work-.. • 


No serious distress requiring the intervention of Government, however, 
made its appearniieo in the districts of Gaya, Shuhabad, Bogra, and Champaran. 

In Bogra tcist works Avere opened, but did not prove attractive to labourers, 
nnd AV(!re consecpiently soon after closed. In Gaya also tost Avorks proved a 
faihm', but relief Avas being effected by advances. Up to the -‘Ust March 1892 
Its. 85,000 Avere granted under the Land Iinprovomcnt Loans Act and Rs. 12,000 
under the Agriculturists Loans Act. .. 

The average? rainfall of tho Muzaffarpur district during tho year 1891-92 

Avas 8G’52 inches, against 51'78 inches in 1890-91. 
ii/,a arpur. ^ crops reaped throughout the 

district during 1891-92 wore poor. In tho head-quarters subdhdsion rice was 
estimated to be a C-anna crop, in Sitamarhi it Avas a 7-anna crop, while in 
llajipur only a 8-anna (?rop was obtaiued. A A'cry poor rabi crop, varying 
from 2 to 8 annas, followed this. 

Distress was most acute in Lalganj, Bcisund, and Shiuhar thanas. There 
Avas considerable distress in a tract to the Avest of Muzaffarpur between Paru, 
Snhibganj, and Bhamraj, iq parts of Katra and Muzaffarpur thanas. In March 
1892 tho affected area waSi 184 square miles, with a population of 146,840 
souls. Relief works Avere opened in the first Avcck of that month on three roads 
near Katra, Paru, and Lalganj. In tho following week work began on the 
Sesoula road in Shiuhar flulna. By the end of March 1892, 13 works (10 
roads and 8 tanks) were open near the above-named thanas, as well as near 
Muzaffarpur and Belsund. During tho week tending 5th March 1892 tho 
average number of A and B male units' employed on the A^^orks was 160; 
and during tho week ending 2nd April- 1892 tho number increased to 2,533. 
The total amount of wages paid up to the latter w^cck was Rs. 4,667-6-11. 
'I’hc average daily w'ago earned throughout tho operations was seven pice. 
The work of relief was carried out largely through planters, who rendered 
much assistance in supervising Avorks and in distributing loans. No loans, 
however, Avoro giA^en during .the year under report. 

Tho average price of common rice during the second fortnight of March 
1892 was 12 seers 2 chitaks per rupee, against 15 seers 5 chitaks in 1890-91. 

In Darbhanga there was want of Aifi,tcr in August to enable tho culti« 
j. .. vators to plant out their seedlings; and the bhuioi 

Avas withering for want of rain. Only a few local 
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showers fell in September 1891, and the hathia or October rain proved scanty 
in the extreme. The winter rice on the high land was a total failure. The 
total outturn of that crop for the district was estimated at about 6 annas, 
and the yield of the bhaJoi was expected to bo not niuch more. Tho 
afEected tracts were tho Koserha and Bahera thdnas, and a small portion 
of tho Darbhanga thana to the cast of Darbhanga town in tho Sadar sub- 
division and Benpatti and Khajouli thdiias, and the uorthorn half of the 
Madhubani thdna and a part of tho Phulparas thdna, adjoining tho Madhubani 
and Khajouli thanas in the Madhubani subdivision. Tho Khajouli thiina formed 
a jiart of tho tract along tho Nepal frontier, 90 miles in length, which was tho 
chief seat of distress in 1 888-89. Tho ah'ected tracts, which comprised in all 
1,185 square miles, or about ono- third of tho total area of tho district, depend 
mainly on tho rice crop. Those who suffered wore the labouring classes, for 
whom there was no work, and the petty cultivators, who in ordinary years live 
on the produce of their fields, eked out with labour paid for in kind in prepar- 
ing the lands of the wealthier raiyats. In tho beginning of March 1892 relief 
works were opened in tho Bheja cirdo, which consisted of tho southern portion 
of tho Madohpura thana. During tho first week three tanks only were opened, 
and the average number of workers was 146 only, but in the second week, 
with four tanks, it rose to 1,027. '^fho Murukhia circle was opened on tho 
14th March 1892 with three tanks only. During its first week tho number 
averaged 865 only, but in the second w'cek they rose to 1,899, falling again to 
066 in the third week. In the Sadar subdivision works commenced on the 
28th March 1892 in what was then* called tho Rohar circle, which comprised all tho 
distressed areas from tho south of the district to Bahora and Rohar on tho north, 
and from the Bhagalj)ur frontier fin the east to the Kamla on the W'cst. After 
tho close of tho year this area was divided into four circles, which were named 
BuchowH, TIatl, Bahera, mid Sulohpur. Tho total amount of wages paid up to 
2nd April 1892 amounted to Rs. 6,218-15-7. No gratuitous relief w'as afforded, 
and no loans wore given during tho year under report. 

The price of coarse rice rose to 14 seers for the rupee in the first fort- 
night of January 1892 in the town of Darbhanga, and to 12 seers 1 chitak 
by the beginning of March, at which rate, with occasional slight fluctuations, 
which were always towards cheapness, it maintained itself up to the end of 
July 1892. , 

The district of Dinajpur depends for its food-supply almost entirely on tho 
, winter harvest. Tho autumn rice is ordinarily a 

inajpur. ilttlo over oiio anna of the whole produce, or about 

one-twelfth of tho winter rice, while tho rabi, which consists chiefly of oil- 
seeds, is of importance only as a money-iiroducing crop like jute. The area 
affected in this district lay north of the Dinajpur branch of tho Northern 
Bengal State Railway, extending over 1,030 square mih's, with an estimated 
population of 447,000 persons, and • consisting of Western Thakurgaon, 
Banisankail thdna, and a part of tho Pirganj thdna in- tho Thakurgaon sub- 
division, and tho Ilomtabad thana, excluding Raigaqj outpost and a part of the 
Birganj thdna in the Sadar subdivision. In this area the yield of tho winter 
rice was estimated at 3 annas, but tho hkadoi outturn of the autumn rice was 
about 11 annas, and in 1890 there were bumper crops of winter rice and jute. 
The ordinary condition of the people of Dinajpur in l-cgard to tho means of sub- 
gistence being, moreover, distinctly above tho average of Bengal, the distress in 
this district was never so acute as in Bih^r. The Commissioner tw-ice offered to 
find very remuherative work on the*Duar8 Railway for tlie people of tho tract 
where tho failure had been greatest} but no one cared to go. On tho other 
hand, the villagers, who during tho scarcity worked on roads for about half the 
eurrent rate of wages, ordinarily decline such work on any terms, leaving- it to 
immigrants from Bibdr. This shows that, although tho pressure never passed 
a certain point, there was unusual w-ant of employment. 

About tho 7th November 1891, some relief wor^s wore o^ned in the extreme 
north of the district, and a daily wage of 3 annas was fixed, this being three- 
fourths of the ordinary rate in the district. In the course of a few dajrs it 
to light that the labourers would do no work, and orders were given 
for strict tai^work, which had the effect of closing the works altogether. 
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As tests these works showed that an exaggerated idea had been formed of the 
distress then iu the district. What ultimately necessitated the opening of relief 
works was the absence of the winter rain, which was required to save the very 
largo area sown in mhi. Relief works appear to have been opened in Januoiy, 
but there were no large numbers at work till about the middle of February, when 
tho rali had perished and the prospects of the bhadoi became gloomy. The 
average number of A and 13 male units employed during the week ending 26th 
March 1892 was 789. Tho works were conducted by the ordinary district 
stalf, and the registers prescribed for relief works were not kept up. A sum of 
Rs. 0,470-10 was expended on relief Avorks during 1891*02. 

►Several small (cultivators), who in ordinary years would have been 

helped by their mahajans, had been refused assistance by them. They were in 
danger of having to sell their cattle and thus being deprived of tho means of 
cultivating their fields. Steps were promptly taken to grant loans, and Rs. 353 
were tlms advanced up to tho close of ]\Iarch 1892. 

'rho first sign of approacliing distress was the partial failure of the bhadoi 

crops in 1891. Tho Director of the Department of 
luKalpur. Land Records and Agriculture estimated the yield 

of these crops at eight or nine annas. In tho tracts which were afterwards 
classified as distressed the yield of the bhadoi did not exceed three or four annas, 
and iu llangaon tho failure of this crop was all but complete. Finally the rabi 
crops produced an outturn of less than three annas. Notwithstanding the failure 
of these throe crops, the condition of the people was never really one of severe 
fanuno or justified excessive anxiety, ' 

Thrc(5 tracts were classified as distressed. Two wore small, each extend- 
ing ov(;r an area oE about 20 square miles. ( Aio lay just to the north of Supaul, 
and the other on the northern frontier of the district. Tho distress in these 


two areas was never vci acute. Tho third tract, wkich was by far the most 
seriously affected, oxtonued from tho Darbhanga boundary through tho thdnas 
of Rangaon and Madhipura. Tho Avorst parts were those Avest of tho^Dimra 
along the Darbhanga boundary, and in tho corner betAvocn Darbhanga and 
Monghyr. This tract comprised an area of about 400 square miles, 

liolief operations wore opened in the last week of .January 1892. The 
first Avork undertaken was tho Jtajanpur embankment. But from March through- 
out the three tracts referred to above tank work y^as started, and a beginning 
was ma<lo in the preparation of registers of pcjrsoiis Avho Avould, as the di.strcs8 
deepened, have to be supported gratuitously. By tho middle of that month 
1,376 peo})le Avero at Avork, and by tho end of the month the distressed tracts 
had boon organized infp circles in accordance Avitli the jn’evisions of tho 
Famine Code, and the circles had been oflicored. In the largo tract six circles 


Avero formed, tAvo lying Avithin tho Supaul subdivision, and four within the 
Madhipura subdivision. During tho month them Avas a slight fall of rain, 
and the opportunity Avas taken to soa\s a little rice and moong. At tho end of 
the uionlh 15 tanks woi’e in progress, and tho average attendance had risen to 
3,494. A sum of lis. (5,028 was expended on relief works up to 31st March 
1892. Agricultural loan advances wore not begun until April 1892. The 
relief Avorks and the distribution of doles were continued after the close of the 


year under report. 

Rice Avas sohl at tho rate of 13 seers 6 chitaks for the rupBO in tho middle 
of November 1891, foil to 15 se(;rs nt the end of December, and rose to 1 1 seers 
1 1 chitaks during the second fortnight of March k802. 

Tho drought Avhioh affected the at/haiH crop occurred in the period from 

June to October 1891, when tho raiufall was only 
32’04 in the iSadar subdivision. From about 


November 1891 there Avas no fall of rain up to about the third week of 
March 1892, which seriously- affected the rabi crops. Indications of scarcity 
were early apparent in this district, but actual distress was confined to a 
well-defined tract in the Kadwa and Amur thdnas in tho Sadar subdivision. 
The outturn of aghani crops in these two thdnas was estimated at about 2 annae, 
and tho yield of rabi was about 5 to 6 annas. The area affected in Kadwa 
was 365 square miles, with a population of 139,289, and that in Amur 285 square 
miles, with a population of 122,481 souls. In March a deduction ‘from the.area 
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was made on the east of the two th^nas, and a corresponding addition from the 
west. The estimated area virtually remained constant all through the relief 
op^ations. 

Belief works wore started in the latter part of January 1892, and were 
most largely attended in March and the first half of April, tlie largest daily 
average attendance (3,20G A and B male units and 4,349 (J male units) being in 
Ihe week ending 12th March 1892. They were continued till after the close 
of the year under report. The total amount expended on the relief operations 
was Bs. 20,577-15. 

The rates of wages given at first were 1 anna 6 pies to an able-bodied 
man, 1 anna 3 pies to an able-bodied woman, 9 pics to an able-bodied child, 
and 6 pies to other children able to work. The wages were all along based 
on 11 or 12 seers per rupee, between which the rate of rice fluctuated. There 
was for a long time a great failure to enact sufficient tasks, but from the 
latter half of Mai’ch a considerable improvement was effected by the introduc- 
tion of the piece-work system. The expenditure on relief v'orks up to 31st 
March 1892 amounted to Bs. 15,700. The works were continued after the 
close of the year. 

The distribution of gratuitous relief was commenced on tlio 30th Januaiy 1892. 
The highest number in receipt of this form of relief was 1,065 adult units, which 
figure was reached in the week ending 19th March 1892. The average number 
was stated to bo 668, or 2 per thousand of the population of the affected tract. 
Tho expenditure on gratuitous relief up to the 31st March 1892 was Rs. 1,381. 
The Rojief Committee organised In February 1892 in all tho subdivisions of this 
district for raising subscriptions collected Ks. 3,099-12, ox(dusive of miscellaneous 
contingent charges incurred by thwm. They have paid to Government Rs. 2,3>80, 
and tho balance of Rs. 719-12 is in their hands. Gratuitous relief was continued 
after tho close of the year .under report* 

Inquiries with a view to the distribution of agricultuial loans wore very 
promptly undertaken, and a sum of Rs. 13,732 was advanced before the end 
of March 1892. The pressure on the poorer raiyats was considerably relieved 
by this moans. 

The price of common rice was 1 1 seers a rupee dming the second fort- 
night in March 1892. 

From tho first, the cause of anxiety was chiefly confined to tho low tract 
' of country stretching away to the north of tho 
river, where tho rice crop was very scanty, and 
finally active distress operations were only required in tho extreme north of 
this bolt round tho outpost of Bakhtiari)ur. Tho ^ tract covers on area of 
some 400 square miles, of which the western portion is entirely flooded during 
tho rainy season, and is devoted to paddy. The almost complete failure of tlic 
paddy in *1891, after a very small crop in 1890, rendered tlie larger part of tho 
population wholly dependent upon sag apd roots. 

To the south of the Ganges distress was felt more or-lcss severely in several 
localities, especially in tho Jamui subdivision, whore, howove.r, large zamindars 
came forward to help their raiyats with relief works and charity, and their 
active assistance rendered unnecessary tho co-operation of the Government. 

Two relief works, — (1) on tho Bulhia-Khagaria road, (2) on the Mansi- 
Bakhtiarpux roo^, — wore started on tho 7th February 1892 with 156 labourers. 
The nUHiber rose to 574 in tho week ending 27th February, but fell to 49 in the 
last week of March. During, tho first week or two 1^ anna was given per 100 
cubic feet to males, and one anna to females for a corresponding task. This 
rate was soon lowered to 1| anna for males in strict adherence to the Famine 
Code, this being found sdfficient to buy the proscribed quantity of kurthi, the 
prevailing grain in the market. Relief works were continued after the close of 
the year. Rupees 667 wore expended on them up to 31sf March 1892. Gratui- 
tous relief was begun in the latter part of February 1892, and continued after 

end of tho year under report. The highest figure was reached in tho week 
ending 6th March, when 250 persons were relieved. A good deal of relief was 
afforded to respectable women by the distribution of cotton for spinning. A sum 
of Bs. 289 was expended on gratuitous relief during the year. 

The price of coarse rice was 10 seers 8 chitoks per i-upee, and kwrthi was 
sold at 20 seers a rupee during March 1892. 
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gmlr |Uf0rb«, Sjjrintltwu aubf portifiilhuf. 


Keports on the Nadia and Cuttack districts by Mr. Bhupal Chandra 
. Basil and Jlr. Na{ 2 ;ondra Nath Banorji, the Dircc- 

Anaiysiso isirictb. assistants, havo been under prepamtion 

during the year, but have not yet been published. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Mackay, C.I.E., and Mr. Finueano visited Bih^r in 

November 1891, and discussed there, with several of 

Emigration to urma. District Collectors, the question of encouraging 

cmi«Tation to Burma. The result of their discussion ivas that Mr. Mackay 
undertook to send recniiters to Chapra, Darbhfinga, Gaya, Shahabad, and 
Muzaffarpur, and the Collectors undertook to support the recruiters, and to 
see that suitable emigrants ivere selocti'd, and that they understood the terms 
on which they were going. The kind of einigiation especially aimed at is 
teini)oraiy emigration for a few months only of the, year, during which thei-e 
is no work to be obtained in the Bihar districts, and it was thought that, if a 
few hundred men could bo induced to go ovit and were to return with a saving 
of thirty or forty rupees, others could easily be induced to follow. The 
number, however, who have so far availed <.hemselves of the reduced fares 
olfered by the British India Steam Navigation Company is small, only six 
batches containing l.t J emigrants haviii{| actually gone to Burma. 

An incident in this attempt to popularise emigration, which came directly 
under the Lieutenant-Governor’s eyes, deserves to bo recorded here. Sir Charles 
Elliott when passing through Siwdn saw a large number of persons wbo had 
volunteered for Burma, under the auspices and encouragoment of Mr. Tytler, 
the Sub-Deputy Oinuiu Agent. They were most anxious to go, and even 
impatient and angry at not getting their orders and advances, and Ilis Honour 
had to assure them that ho would do personally all he could to ensure that no 
further delay took place. They Avere all knoivn to Sir. Tytler, who took immense 
trouble in the .matter, and they had complete confidence in lam, and if ever 
any men were in earnest in their desire to emigrate, these imm w’cro. Yet when 
they got to Calcutta sonje foolish or designing people got hold of them and 
frightened them, and all but 27 out of a jiarty of 80 absconded. This is an 
example of what so often happens in emigration to Assam and elsewhere, and 
makes it easier to understand tlu3 difiicultics of jilauters and contractors, and 
how little sympatliy the people often deserve, avIio are described in newspapers 
and representations to* Government as ciying out at railway stations and on 
steamers that they have been kidnapped and deceived. 

Mr. Nitya (iopal Mukerji has carried on, during the year, his expe- 
riments in the eradication of silkworm disease and 
Silk culture. production of pure seed at outstations away 

from the silk districts of- Bengal. There has been a good demand for the 
seed which he has introduced, and the results also obtained from the seed 
distributed by him havo been good, llis present, difficulty appears to be to 
obtain sufficient notice of the amount of Seed likely to bo applied for, so as to 
arrange for its despatch in proper time from the outstations where it is collected. 

Swarms of locusts visited the districts of Northern and Central Bengal 

and the Orissa and Chota Nagpur Divisions, but 
Locusts. ijjQ damage done by them does not appear to have 

boon extensive. 

As in the previous year, agricultural experiments were conducted by the 
, , t)irector’s two assistants on farms at Burdwan, 

BurdwMi ospenmcntai farm. Dmj,raon, and Sibpur. Mr. Nagondra Nath Banorji 

was in charge of the Burdwan experimental farm. Experiments wore carried 
out in the following crops: Sugarcane, fodder-grasses, jute, paddy, maizo, 
cotton, potatoes, wheat, barley, gram, and oats. In sugarcane, the results were, 
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among other things, to establish the utility of tho ratooning process with certain 
coarser kinds of cane, and also of the process of sowing in trenches on the 
Mauritius system, -instead of in shallow furrows as is ordinarily done by culti- 
vators in this country. 'Jlic experiments in fodder-grasses showed that sorghum 
can be grown at a nominal cost of 1 to 2 pie per maund, and tho Board of 
ttevenue obseryo, with refcrcnco to this, that a large sorghum farm near Calcutta 
would be a paying concern, if it could be grown there at the same cost. Jt 
appears, however, from tlu! account of the cultivation of sorghum at the Sibpur 
farm, that the cost there is (ionsidevably higher, viz,, 5 pico per maund. 

The following table shows tho outturn and profit per acre of winter paddy 
under difCereut kinds of manure 


Manures. 

Outturn per acre. 

Net profit per 

Acro, 


Mds. a. 

c. 

Rb. a. 

P. 

Bone-meal and saltpetro 

&4 0 

0 

01 6 

c 

Co'w'dung (averflgo) 

47 0 

10 

60 9 

G 

Bono-mcal 

, 47 22 

12 

56 7 

0 

('a&tor-cako (average) 

40 1« 

C 

.00 11 

7 

Unmanured (averngo) 

, 21 y 

f) 

19 9 

0 


Under tho instructions oC the Government of India experiments were tried 
in cutting tho tops of maize cobs for fodder before tho crop is quite matured, 
but the result was only to diminish tho outturn, and cattle would not eat the 
fodder so produced. 

The crop of manured Nailii Tal potatoes was higher than in any 
preceding year. Tim greatest outturn, — 199 niaunds to the acre, — was obtained 
with a mixture of cowdung, asbes| bone-meal, and castor-cake, but tho highest 
profit Avas got from cowdung and castor-cako alone, which gave a prolit of 


Ks. 202-8 ovtv'the unmantired plot, * 

The financial result of the farm showed a great huprovcuicnt on previous 
years. Tho total expend itiue wais Bs. 1,.5();>, but this includes tho pay of an 
overseer and a peon, b('si<les stanqis and stationery. Tho income was Ks. 1,162 
as against Rs. 808 only in tho previous year. 

The expciiimcnts at tho tlumraon farm in winter paddy ogi’ood with 

those at Burdwan in showing saltpetre to be one of 
Dumraon Farm. valuable manures for tho crop. It is 

reported, however, that some experiments in deep versus shulloAV ploughing tunied 
out in favour of deep plough ing,whorca.s last year a contrary residt w’as obtained. 
It is stated that this cannot bo accouiifod for. It shows how comparatively 
little store can be set by the results of experiments conducted on these small 
experimental farms. 

In sugarcane tho Mauritius ,sy.stcm as at Burdwan showed good results as 
compared Avith tlio local method. 

The total oxjiondituvo .at Dumraon^nd Bhojpur on the experimental farm 
and economic museum amounted tolls. 1,890. Deducting Rs. 1,282, debitablo to 
salaries and miscellaneous expenses, the actual cost of cultivation was Rs. 614, 
against which there was an income of Rs, 717. 

The experiments conducted at Sibpur were of a similar character to 
fl., . those in the other farms. Tho Mauritius system of 

„ planting fingarcano did* not, however, show any 

superiority at Sibpur over tho native method. T’ho same result as at Burdwan 
was obtained by lopping ofl* the top,s of the maize plants before maturity. 

The experiments made at thesilfj farms in growing gaiija with a view to 
comparing the outturn with that of. tho gdnja-growiug tract in Rajshahi, so 
as to show whether any 'portion is withheld by the cultivators there, Avere 
very inconclusive, and in tho Lieutenant-Governor’s opinion it was useless to 
atten^t to grow the plant in soil and climate unsuited to it. 

The net expenditure on actual cultivation vras Hs. 1,368, and, the net 
income only Rs. 1,137, from which it is apparent that this is the least profitablo 
of tho three experimental farms. 

Besides the three farms mentioned above, minor experiments, chiefly in 

regard to the cultivation of sugarcane, wheat, and 
otixet exponments. potatoes, wero carried on in a number of private and 

wards’ and Government estates throughout the Province. 
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The manufacture of bono'moal was continued during the year at the 

Jalpaiguri jail from bones collected by Ohamars 
Bones as a manure. Raugpur, Darjeeling, and Jalpaiguri dis- 

tricts. One hundred and eighty-six maunds of fine meal were produced, 
of which 77 maunds were sold to European planters and officials, and 38 
maunds to native cultivators. The bone refuse loft in the dhenkis amounted to 


144 maunds, of which 26^ maunds wore reduetjd to ashes and so utilised. 

The reports received from different parts of Bengal, including the hills, 
toptooM. op» almoi* imanimously that tho Si^ iron- 
ploughs aro too heavy for tho country bullocks, and 
unsuitable to native cultivation. They were also found by an expeiimont in 
Kursoong to bo unsuitable to the hill slopes. 


The cream separators and butter churns tried at various places gave fair 
results, especially in the Torai and hill districts, but their cost is prohibitive for 
ordinary native use. 

The veterinary school and hospital near Calcutta, established with a 
_ , . • . , . view to the investigation and treatment of cattle- 

disease and tho lurthennpf ot veterinary science 
generally in Bengal, is now in course of construction, thanks to the liberality of 
Babu Shoo Baksh Bagla and Sir Dinshaw Manockjeo Petit. Veterinary 
Captain W. D. Gunn has lately been appointed by tho Government of India to 
bo tho Bengal Veterinary Officer and will have charge of tho institution. 
Meanwhile, until tho buildings are constructed, his services will be utilised in 
connection with District Boards and in all cases of outbreaks of cattle-disease. 


The year was one of great activity as regards outdoor operations, and 
„ ^ . , „ , „ , , much was done 'to improve the condition of the 

Botanu’al Claraona, Calcutta. j • • j • ai i mi 

driving roads m tho garden, rho season was 
abnormally dry ; and though in the conservatories Put little damage was done, 
it is to bo regretted that out of doers, despite tlic exertions of tho garden staff, 
many casualties occurred, especially among tho finer and rarer palms. Valuable 
additions were made to the Herbarium, including a rich collection of plants 
from Kew, a beautiful collection of Australian plants from Baron Von MUllor, 
and collections from tho North-West Himalayas, Jaunsar-Bihdr, Dchra Dun, 
tho Malay Peninsula, North Canara, Sindh, Chota Nagpur, Khasia Hills and 
Manipur, Upper Burmah and Assam, tho Duars, Independent Sikkim, and 
Laccadive Archipelago. Dr. Prain visited tho Andaman Islands, Parasnath, 
and tho Khasia- Jaintia Hills; and his botanical explorations, us well as those 


of collectors employed by the Calcutta garden, have added some valuable col- 
lections. During the year tho third volume of the garden annals was issued, 
and tho bulk of the material for tho fourth volume, containing a monograph by 
Dr. King on tho important family of Anonaecw, was prepared. Both Dr. King 
and Dr. Pruin continued to contribute valuable papers on botanical subjects to 
the .Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

Tho Lloyd Botanic Garden in Darjeeling was visited in July last by 
flights of locusts, which coursed at the time considerable damage to the plants. 
Tho mischief was, however,' speedily repaired, and tho garden is now reported 
to bo in excellent order. 
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J0rtsts, 


The Coniemtor’s lours of in> 
•peotion. 


The Bengal forests were under the aide eharge of Mr. E. P. Dansey, who 

acted as Conservator throughout the year. His 
tours covered a period of 251 days, in the course 
of which he paid two visits to Orissa in connection 
with the forests of Angul and Khurda, travelled over the wliolo of Chota 
Nagpur, examining the PaMmau, Kanchi, and Koderma forests, and acquiring 
a fair insight into tho condition of the privato forest estates, visited the Sonthal 
Parganas, inspected tho forests of tho Jalpaiguri Division, and had nearly 
completed his insj^ction of tho Buxa forests, wlien ho was compelled by fever 
to return to head-quarters, which ho reached on the 1st May. One instance 
of the beneficial result of this tour may bo cited in regard to Singhbhum, 
where Mr. Dansey found that ssil trees were being sold at a fixed price per tree, 
with option to the purchaser to choose his own trees. Und(;r his direction this 
faulty procedure gave place to a system under which a given number of trees 
are marked on a given area irrespective of the quantity and quality of the 
timber, except that trees apparently hollow arc excluded. The marked trees 
are then advertised in lots and tenders invited. The introduction of tliis system 
raised the average price of sfU tree's in Singhbhum by one-half. 

During the year the Rajin forqpt in tho Puri Division, formerly a 

• Protected forest, was added to tho area of Reserved 

ros 0 enga orob s. forcsts, which was thus iticrcascd, after making 

allowance for some small deductions, by 21 square miles; the total area for the 
year under report being 5,210 square miles, as compared with 5,189 square miles 
tor the previous year. 

Deducting the Rajin forest, and excluding certain forest lands in theSundar- 
bane, which were given up for purposes of cultivation, tho area of Protected 
forcsts, which at tho commencement of the year was 2,289 square miles, was 
diminished to 2,181 square miles at its close. To this, however, must be added 
the Government forests in tho Sonthal Parganas, constituted sucli by the Act 
of 1865, though not hitherto brought under tho management of tho Forest 
Department. • 

The Unclassed forests, confined to Chittagong and Chota Nagpur, which 
are under the partial management of tho Department, are believed to exceed 
4,500 square miles. 

In several instances planters in the Kurseong Terai have been granted 

locations for their coolies ’within tho Reserved 
coolies m the forest, a few acrcs boin^ given up for this purpose. 

These cessions are made by Government ungrudg- 
ingly to secure healthier sites for tho coolies, who suffer from fever in tho Terai, 
oare only being taken that they do not trespass into or injure or bum the 
adjoining forest. • 

The Lieutenant-Governor has approved of the principles involved in tho 
Propo«a. for lending tho joint proposals of the Commissioner of Bh%alpm 
operttiona of the Forest Depart- uud the Conservator for tho management oi tho 
a . 1 - m • forests in* the Sonthal Parganas, which will neces- 

In the OT a arganae. sitato the creation of a separate Forest Division in 

that locality. But before the scheme can bo submitted to tho Government of 
India, it is necessary to come to a definite understanding on tho question of 
forest settlement, which is still ponding. 

The proposals which tho Conunissioner of Chota Nagpur and the Conser- 
vator have put forward with a view to bringing tho Unclassed State forests in 

Chota Nagpur under tho management of the Dtmart- 
mont, as Protected forest, were approved by tho Lieu- 
tenant-Govomor, and have since received the sanction 
of the Government of India, to whom they were submitted. Not the least of the 


State and priyate forests in 
Cbota Nagpur. «- 
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benefits to be anticipated from this policy is the likelihood that, when its advan- 
tages are made apparent, it will bo extensiveJy followed by the private owners 
of largo forest estates in the division, and by tlio Native Chiefs. The Commis- 
sioner lias already boon requested to use his influence with the latter in this 
direction, and in parti<;ular to ask them to prohibit the felling of immature sfll 
trees having a girth (at four feet from the ground) of less than six feet. Such 
action was the more necessary, as the Chiefs have been tempted to dispose of 
tlieir tiiuljer without restriction to contractors anxious to supply sleepers to 
the Hcngal-Nagpur and East Coast Kuilwuys. Contracts of this kind, however, 
given by the Chiefs to private firms auo invalid, unless they have been approved 
and confirmed by the Commissioner. 

The Lieutenant-Govenior agrees with the Conservator that the Unre- 
„ 1 c . • A 1 served forests of Angul should bo subjected to 

Unreserved forests in Aimul. „ „ ^ , ,, -wjwa.i.ua* 

some form ol lorost management, the same leniency 
of treatment being extended to the neighbouring raiyats as in the case of the 
Khurda forest. 

The weakness of the Forest establishment of llengal is a very serious 
_ , r , o • drawback, and the Eioutenant-Uovernor was dis- 
osUbifshmout. appointed to learn ^ in reply to his request that 

the Covernmeut of India would post an officer 
to the Circle to replace the lute Mr. Hoiivey, that it would be im[)ossil)le to 
appoint any new officers to Bengal till 1808. Owing to the present weakness 
of the staff it has been found inqiraclicablo to make any substantiiil progress 
with the preparation of working plans. 'J’hcro are at present only two officers 
in the Circle, excluding Messrs. Chester and Rogers, both on deputation oulsido 
Bengal, who are qualified to undertake a working ))lau, and these oflicers cannot 
he spared for special duty. Until, therefore, the Cejiartment receives an 
addition to its strong! h, no improvomont in this direction can bo looked for. 

The number of oflicers in the siqx>rior grades is now one short of the number 
sanctioned, the gap laiusud by Air. llenvey’s death not having been filled up. 
Mr. Fowler, who was transferred to Bengal from the Central Provincos in 1888, 
died at Ceylon on his way to Europe on leave. . 

Tho Conservator has littlo to say in praise of tho Subordinate Forest 

Subordinate Furo.,tstaU-. establishment, wliich has been for some time in 

groat need ot veinlorcoment. Proposals for the 
reorganization of this establishment were submitted to the Government of India 
in Juno 1891, 'but no oi’ders have yet been received, tho delay being probably 
due to the noeessity of harmonising the Bengtil scheme with those framed in 
other Provinces of India. A reviscil scheme for the whole of India, fonnulated 
hy tho Inspector-General of Forests, has lately been received, and has been 
referred to tho Conservator, and Ills Honour trusts that, when final orders aro 
passed, a mueli-ueeded refonn will be effected. 

Tlu) Debra Dun H^oi’est iScliool supplied no Forest Officer to Bengal during 

tho year. Of tlio eight nafivo officers received 
ns'b^res^omeVr! fr’om tho school in previous years, only one now 

remains. At present there aro only two Rangers 
drawing as much as Rs. 80 a month. It is proposed that in future there shall be 
throe Rangers on Rs. loO, three on Rs. 125, three on Rs. 100, and three on 
Rs. 80. With such advancement to look forward to, tho Deportment should 
be able to secure men who combine activity with intelligence. 

A great decrease is noticeable in ,the number of forest cases tvhich 
„ , vvoro taken into Court, being 79‘ in 1891-92 as 

leac eso ores aw. Compared wi^h 203 in tho previous year. This 

result is attributed to a change of policy in the Siindarhaus, oi which the 
Lieutenant-Governor approves. The policy is thus described : — 


“ A large mitubur of oasos were instituted by Mr. Ellis in previous years against purchasers 
who had failed to return their permits according to rule 3 of the rules printed on the^reverse 
of their permits, and who had get away undetected. But as those persons could, In general, 
only bo traced by their registered, and often false, addresses, it followed that the majority of 
such cases had to bo withdrawn later on, the police not sneoeeding in discovering tho offenders. 
It was decided during tho present year to desist from this fruitless ooiuse, and to endeavour to 
attain our objoot, if possible, by the exorcise of a better system eC supervision. The pruse- 
eutiens under this head were consequently confined to people apprehended in the aot of 
evading the law.” 
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Out of an area of 1,975 square miles of forest specially protected from 

fire, 401 square miles were burnt. In tlie previous 
year 1,464 square miles were protected, and 75 square 
miles were burnt, the percentage of specially protected forest which escaped 
fire being thus 80 in 1891-92 as compared with 95 in 1890-91. The extension 
of the protected area occurred for the most part in Singhbhum, where an 
attempt was made to protect the whole of tho Reserved forest comprising an 
area of 730 square miles. This attempt was only partially successful. 

In tho Jalpaiguri Division afire of some magnitude occurred in the Tondu 
forest, occasioned probably by an act of^relcssncss on tho part of tho coolios 
employed on tho Ramshaihat Rranch of tho Duars Railway. Tho Lieutenant- 
Governor agrees with tho Conservator that it is futile to attempt to preserve 
from fire the plains of grass which are interspersed between the belts of tree 
forest in tho Jalpaiguri Division. 

It ii reported that tho Darjeeling Division escaped the fires which usually 
follow tho flowering of tho bamboos in the Sitigalila Range, the action of the 
Nepalese authorities in protecting their forests across tho border having proved 
to some extent a safeguard. 

The expenditure on communications during tho year was Rs. 6,910, as 
. . compared with Rs. 6,068 in the previous year. 

Communications. branch of forest work is in a backward state. 

Owing again to tho want of officers, it was found necessary to keep in abeyance 
for the present the preparation of^ a general project suggested by tho Govern- 
ment of India for the extension of forest roads in Bengal during a series of years. 

Tho total outturn of tho Circle in timber was 72-^ lakhs of cubic feet, and 

that tfiis quantity, if the factor of conversion hitherto 
uttum. retained, would have appeared as 

100 lakhs of cubic feet, corflparod with 83 lakhs in 1890-91. 

Of this 72-i- lakhs of cubic feet, only 24,000 cubic feet were the outturn 
of departmental agency, the remainder being set down to the agency of traders. 
The policy of discouraging departmental operations was approved. 

The total outturn of fuel was 180 lakhs of cubic feet, against 166 lakhs 
in tho previous year ; tho outturn of bamboos was 162 lakhs of bamboos 
against 165 lakhs ; and the total value of tho outturn of minor produce was 
Rs. 91,000 against Rs. 86,009, free grants being excluded in each case. 

The outturn of timber in tho Sundarban and Singhbhum Divisions showed 
an increase of 13 lakhs and 4 lakhs of cubic feet, respectively, oVfcr that of tho 
previous year. 

The financial results are satisfactory, and compare* as follows with those of 
Financial results. the thrco previous years 



Receipts. 

Charged. 

Rurplud. 

Ybab. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1888-89 ... 

6,70,907 

3,75,471 

3,01,430 

1889-90 ... 

7,68,718 

3,90,'265 

3,7«,453 

1890-91 ... 

7,27,392 

,4,14,005 

3,13,387 

1891-93 ... 

7,89,553 

.4,08,519 

3,81,034 


Tlio following statement shows the financial results for each Division in 
comparison with the figures for tho previous year 


Kneeipt!. I Ghargos. Surplua. Dcfloit. 


DiTiBXoir, 

IS9U92, 

1890-01. 

189UI3. 1 

1600-91. 

1801-92. 

1800-01. 

lSOl-92. 

1800-91. 


Ri. 

Rd. 


R^. 

Bs. 

Ed. 

Ed. 

Ed. 

T)lri»ction 

flax&ribftgh 

} 8,4® { 

4.003 

1.019 

1 40,10^} 

33,715 

3.2J;9 


1 31,020 [ 

38,723 

1,324 

Durjealliig 


, 89,708 

62,500 

78,847 

32,225 

i(i,92l 

TidU 

B.»,070 

21,688 

14,066 

15,714 

16,902 

6.876 


tri 

Kuiteong 

18.7i8 

17,749 

21,687 

33,896 


6,151 

Jalpdlguri 

23,097 

31.993 

26,660 

19,9351 


12,005 

1,969 

Hoiar 

12,466 

23,3d8 

33,169 

37,693 

... 

... 

10,7i4 

14,238 

l*alAmau 


4,434 

10,328 

16,411 

... 

... 

7,5 iO 

10,077 

Singhbhum 

66,342 

20,009 

30,803 

22,409 

24.630 


Bnndarban 


4,10,488 

1,16,614 

77,711 

3.40.48U 

3,3»,772 


... 

Chittagong 

77.869 

62.250 

33,633 

38,765 

41,226 

43,485 

im 

6,001 

1 17,026 

Angul 

Pun 

3,119*) 
9.363 i 

12,006 

r 11,696 
114.984 

20.631 

{ - ^ 


Kuai (Drift) 
Working-Pfana 

28 

42 

216 

14,'^ 

iViooo 

28 

’”216 

14*,5Sl 

17,060 

Total 

7,80.663 

7,27,303 

4,08.619 

4,14,006 

4,64,400 

4,08,885 

83,360 

95,4M 


It will bo observed that there was an improvement in every Division except 
Jalpaiguri, where ei> surplus was turned into a deficit. * 
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The following statement, preparo(} as usual from the reports furnished by 
Messrs. IMorau and Company, shows the actual yield of indigo during the year 
1890-01, as conjparcd with the estimate for that year, and the probable outturn 
for 1891-92:— 




Estimated 

Actual yield 

Estimai 




yield for 

for 

yield i 




1890-91. 

1890-91. 

1891-S 




Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 


Jessore 

• • • 

.'3,000 

3,282 

1,650 


Krislmagar 

• • • 

5, .000 

0,277 

1,790 


Miduaporo ... 

• • ■ 

1,100 

1,012 

1,.3;50 


Bimlwan 

... 

000 

4.35 

285 


Malda .»• 

... 

1,G()0 

1,691 

675 


Murshidabad 

••• 

.0,900 

6,174 

2,000 


Eaj shall! and Fabna 

. 1 . 

1,700 

1,728 

300 


Bhiigalpur 

. • • 

2,000 

2, Got) 

1,700 


rurnea 

• . • 

7,.30() 

7,447 

3,800 


llaugpur and Nator 

•• • 

1,800 

1,079 

650 




31, .500 

.30,814 


14,000 

Monghyr ... 

... 

.3,400 

3,472 , 

1,100 


Tirhut 

... 

41,700 

42,561 

21,.300 


Chaniparan 

a • « 

22.200 

23,045 

12,100 


Chapra 

• • . 

10,700 

18,055 

9,500 




84,000 

87,133 


44,000 

Benaren — 






European ... 

... 

• • • 

4,C8.3 



Notive 

1 a « 


5,353 





8,000 

10,036 


9,000 

Doah^ 



% 



European ... 

... 

• • • 

.3,004 



Native 

• . . 

« • • 

19,519 





22,000 

22,523 


20,000 

Total 


1,45,500 

1,50,.506 








87,000 


It will thus be seen that the actual yield for 1890-91 exceeded the estimate 
for that year by 5,006 maunds, and of the actual yield for 1889-90 by 
49,773 maunds, a result which may bo considered as satisfactory. The 
estimate for the year 1891-92 is the smallest known for many years. 

The table below shows the exports of indigo to foreign countries during 
the past two years 




1890-91. 

' 1801-92. 



Cwt. 

Hs. 

Crt. 

Es. 

To United Kingdom 

• s« 

82,443 

03,74,475 

31,748 

86,06,236 

„ Austria— Trieste and Fiumo 

• • • 

7,844 

23,71,501 

10,116 

20,92,876 

„ France 


«,610 

21,62,245 

14,364 

80.84,834 

,, Germany ... s*# 


6,974 

22,16,570 

11,776 

31,42,026 

Jtaly ... ••• 


330 

1,08,679 

1,201 

8,20,164 

„ Egypt 

• •• 

26 

8.360 

1,601 

4,62.00.': 

„ United States 

St i 

12,220 

31,14,703 

20,261 

48,80,126 

„ Portia 


234 

1,01,] :49 

402 

lH7,26ff 

„ Turkey in Asia ... 


1,194 

8,26,686 

3.491 

9.40.838 

„ Other countries 

f • ■ 

2,395 

6,87,191 

3,146 

8,94,146 

Total 

tot 

69.8)9 

2,05,11.364 

98.076 

2,63,60,894 

Quantity in Tnt^ian maunds and aforago 

96.092 

@ Us. 216 per 

1,33,401 

@ Es. 197 per 

value per Indian tnaund. 


jindian maunds. 

Indian maund. 

Indian maunds. 
♦ 

Indian maund. 
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The exports of indigo during the past year wore tho largest known for 
many years, the advance in comparison with 1890-91 being 40J per cent. 

The shiptnents to the United States, Austria, France, and Germany were 
all considerably larger than in the past year, while there was a decline to the 
United Kingdom. 

The quality of the crop was generally up to the average, but prices were 
lower, owing no doubt to tho large outturn, the average value as shown in the 
table being the lowest ever reached. 

In the London market prices were generally lower, and for many descrip- 
tions were fully one shilling per pound lower at tho end of the year than they 
wore at the beginning. Deliveries were smaller, and there were smaller re- 
exports, though tho home trade was fairly satisfactory. The use of substitutes 
is further extending, causing a lower range of prices, and with it a falling off 
in consymption. Alizarine and other coal-tar products have been used to tho 
detriment of indigo, but it is said they are really dearer in price, though 
simpler in use, and that they do not give the satisfaction in dyeing woollens 
as indigo docs, and so long as the prices of indigo continue on the present low 
scale, there is not much fear of the consumption being materially affected. 
The good quality of tho crop of 1890-91 may also have had some effect in 
producing tho falling off in tho deliveries. 

During tho year under report tho number of gardens in which tea was 

cultivated was 414 against 416 in 1890, and the total 
area *under tea was 90,815 acres against 85,573 
acres, of which 75,392 and 15,423 were under mature and immature plants, 
respectively, against 70,522 and 15,051 in the preceding year. Tho outturn of 
tea was 27,282,743lbs., against 25,004,389lbs. in 1890, and the average yield 
per acre rose frpm 355‘91bs. to 361*81b». 

The following statement is illustrative of the state of tea cultivation in 
Bengal during tho calendar year 1891 : — 
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40,081 

20,919,474 

303,209 

j27,2S->.7 1.3 1 301-8 


Tho following is a resume of the reports reedived from the several tea- 
producing districts : — 

Tea is grown only in the Chittagong and Hill Tracts districts of this 

„ * . . Division. As in the previous year, the number of 

Chittagong Dmsion. ^ gardens worked in Chittagong itself was 24, of 

which 23 only furnished rotiu’ns. 

The total outturn in the Chittagong district amounted to l,029,66l)lbs., 
against l,ll9,7931bs. for 1890-91 with a decrease of 90,1241bs., or 8*04 per cent., 
and the average yield was 271*4 against 297*02. In the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts only one garden was worked as in the previous year. The total yield 
fell from 28, OSOlbs. to 27,2 161bs.| the average yield per acre being 272* libs, 
against 280‘81bs. 

Tho decrease in the product on of tea is ascribed to the insufficiency of 
rain, and prices ruled lower than before, owing in a great measdro to tho 
unsettled state of exchange. 
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Owing to the gradual decrease in the yield of tea, the six tea 
_ j.. .. shown in the return, for 1890 were closed before,^'' 

jjaecft vmmn. ^ commencement of the season of 1891, and the l>aeci4; 

district has accordingly been omitted from the statement. 

«« *''® ®»'y 

growing districts in this Division. 

The number of gardens worked in Darjeeling was 179, against 177 in the 
previous year, the increase being due to the fact that two gardens were 
amalgamated and four more were returned by the planters, thus showing a 
corresponding increase in the acreage and yield. 

The areas under mature and immature plants were 40,889 and 6j820 acrei^ 
against 39,371 and 6'214 acres respectively of the preceding year. The totid 
outturn amounted to 10,9d8,8001bs. against 10,910,4871bs., the average yihld 
per acre being 268*01 against 277*1 in the previous year. No new facts raiye 
been brought to notice in respect to the character of tea plants, the piachinery 
used, or the treatment of coolies. 

In Jalpaiguri the number of gardens was 177, against 173 in the previods 
year. The areas under mature and immature plants were 27,201 and 8,406 
acres, against 23,978 and 8,213 acres respectively in the previous year. The 

ii - ^ 1 • . « It 



gardens at work ana the outturn ot the crop; 'I'he average 
yield per acre has also increased from 51^*6 to 541*<58 in the year under 
report. The increase in the outturn is attributed to the rainfall, which seemed 
well adapted to tea cultivation. , The hybrid plant is most common in tbia 
district. China plants are found in a few of the older gardens, while Assam 
and Manipur plants are imported by such of the gardens as can afford to pay 
for them. (Some of the local gardens also suppl/ seeds, but these are of 
an inferior description. 

Machinery lias been introduced in almost all the gardens in this district, 
by means of which the entire process of converting the gathered leaf into tea 
is effected. 

As reported in the previous year, indigenous labour is not obtainable in this 
district, and coolies have to bo imported from Nepal and the districts of Chota 
N agpur. The rates of wages given to the coolies are Rs. 6 for men, Rs. 6 
for women, and Rs. 3 for children. Cholera in an epidemic form attacked 
some of the ted gardens, and there was in consequence a very heavy mortality 
among the coolies. The disease is said to have been brought from Naihati in 
Hooghly after one of the'great bathing festivals. 

. Tea is grown only in the Hazdribdgh and 

LoWaga district, in this Divirion. * 

In Ilazdrib^gh the number of gardens worked was the same (six) as in the 
two preceding years. The total outtul'n was 13G,3141bs. against I03,519lbs., 
and the average yield per acre was 149*4 against llO OOlbs. in the previous year. 

The number of gardens worked in the Lohardaga district was 27, against 
29 in the previous year. The total outturn was 392,1981bs. against 404,8171bs., 
and the average yitld per acre was 119-7, against 173*3 in the previous year. 

It is stated that the wpathcr throughout the year was unfavourable for tea. 

In the Chittagong Hill Tracts llGlbs. only of coffee were jiroduced, against 

1201bs. in 1890. In the other divisions there are 
° re^lar coffpe plantations, but the shrub is grown 

to a small extent in the district ofLohardajga, and the local berry can be bought 
in the Ranchi market. 

jn marked contrast with the heavy rainfall in 1890*91, the year- under 

report witnessed the scantiest fall at the plantation 
chSr FacLrrJ'jjSlTgai.”*^ formation, being 81 inches, agmnst an aver* 

age of 126. Fortunately it was well mstributed arid 
proved sufHoient for the rcqilirements of tho plants. Flights of locusts yidtiBp': 
the cinchona reserves, but caused no material injury to the mnehona' 
which they passed by for the loaves* of the acacias and the .woianwood whi<di"' 
abounds in these parts. The number of cinchona plants in the piantslii^ 
on tho Ist April 1892 was 4,369,971, of whi^ 3,i49i971 were quhdiiiiiK 
yieldeis* The cultivation of the ChAsayo Verde and JUorud0 qpeeies, ox ; 
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groat hopes lyero at first entcrtainofl, is being gradually abandoned, their yield 
of (pxiuino being scanty as compared with that of Calimya Ledgeriana, which must 
occupy the first place on the plantation as a quinine-yielder. No red bark trees 
were planted out during the year, while the number of such plants u]»rooted was 
200, OUO. This i.s in accordance with the policy steadily observed for years 
past of gradually reducing the red bark trees, which, though rich in the inferior 
alkaloids, are poor in (piinine. The complete exhaustion of these plants is only 
a question of time, the object being to gradually convert the Government 
Plantation into a source of quinine rather than of cincliona febrifuge. 

The crop collected amounted to 285,500168. of dry bark, against 
293,9721bs. in the previous year, of which 80,430lbs. wcr<? of red bark, 114,540 
of Ledgeriuna, 70,870 of hybrid, 19,170 of Verde and Morada^ and 550 of 
Crown or Oj/icimlin bark. In other wonls, the crop w'as comj»osed of 205,1801bs. 
of the quiniiKj-yielding and 80,4801bs. of the febrifuge-yielding barks. The whole 
of this crop, with the exception of a small (quantity supplied on indent or sold to 
Government institutions, was made over to the Febrifuge Factory for disposal. 

The outturn of the fa(;tory, which is regulated by the demand, was 
4,58Clbs. of Hulphatcj of quinine and 4,1901bs. of febrifuge, against 4,010 and 
4,0311bs., respectively, in 1890-91. The entire quantity was manufactured by 
the fusel oil proces.s, which continues to work satisfactorily. The issues from the 
factory were larger than those in the preceding year, as will be seen from the 
following table : — 
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The revenue d(?rived from the sale of sulphate of quinine, cinchona 
febrifuge, cinchona bark and other products of the •plantation amounted to 
Ps. 1,09,321-12-9, against Rs. 1,18,576 in the previous year: — 

1891-92. 1890-91. 

^ Es. A. r. Rs. A. V. 

By sale of febrifuge, sulphate of 

quinine, &c. ... ... 00,713 7 3 60,885 0 0 

By credit from the inodioal depots • 

and tho Commissariat Depart- 
ment ... ... ... 44,363 6 6 52,956 4 0 

By credit from the luspootoT-Gene- 
ral of Civil Hospitals, Bengal ... 3,118 8 6 3,141 12 0 

By oi-edit from tho Inspector-Gnno- 
rai of Jails, Bengal ... 1,126 8 0 1,593 0 0 

• Total *... 1,09,321 12 9 1,18,576 0 0 

• 

Tho not profit on tho working of tho estate amounted to Rs. 7,962-12-8, 
against Rs. 17,040-2 in 1890-91. The decline is attributed to the unusually 
low market rates, above which tho Government quinine is not sold. Tho 
profit, small as it is, is sufficient. As explained in last year’s Report, tho 
Government docs not aim at a profit, the sole object* in establishing the cinchona 
plantations being to secure for the people a cheap remedy for fevor. In 
pursuance of this principle tho question of reducing the price of Government 
quinine lately engaged tJio attention of Got’ernment. Under the oi*ders 
of the Govcrnmoiit of India, the rate for locally manufactured quinine 
supplied to Government should be the rate in England of Messrs. Howard 

u 3 
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and Son’s quinino on the 1st January each year converted into Indian 
currency at the odicial rato of cxchanj'o. The price of the quinine supplied 
to Government olHcers and local authorities is, liowever, slightly higher than 
that charged to nicdi(!al depots, and the ([lu'stion is under consideration whether 
the former should not ho placed in the same ])ositiou as the latter. Another 
important seliomo is now being matured by which pure Government (piinine 
will be placed within the easy reach of the poorer classes in Jlengal. The 
quinino Avill be made up into j)a(kels containing five grains each and sold for a 
pico apiece. The sales w'ill be conducted at all ])ublic ofliccs in the interior, 
such as tlulnas and police outposts, dispensaries, olliees of managers of wards’ 
estates, etc., uiid also through tho more efl'cetivo agency of tho villago post- 
office. 

Among industries it is noticed that indigo is almost defunct in Burdwan. 

Tho quantity of mulberry silk manufactured rose 
nearly 50 per cent, in Birbhum, whilcthat of tassar 
silk fell off both in that district and in liankura. 
Juto and gunny show'ed a marked recovery in 
Howrah from tho depression of the preceding year. 
The decay of the old native industries before improved European methods 
is exemplified in tho case of cotton cloth and of paper. Of tho former, tho 
outturn increased in tho year, but tho Commissioner writes : “ This, however, 
is little more than a pause in tlio ebbing tide : the competition of European 
piece-goods is steadily killing tho industry.. In Katwa, the cloth workers 
of two villages have taken to silk weaving. Elsewhere they are gradually 
nicrging in tho agricultural population.” in tho papejr industry tho Bally 
mills arc swamping all native competitors of tTio old stylo. 

The output of coal from the Burdwan and Bankura mines was l,034,39;j 
tons during the year, as against 1,131,081 tons duriitg 1890-01. The average 
number of workpeople employed in 1891-92 was 14,917. 

Forty-six mills, presses and factories were at work in tho 24-Parganas at 
„ . the end of 1891-92, tho number being the same as 

in tho previous year. A glass manutactory with a 
capital of Its. 3,00,000 was opened at Titagar tow'urds the end of tho year, 
but it is not yet in a position to furnish statistics of its outturn. 'J’hc chief 
manufactures of the mills are cotton twist and yivrn, gunny bags and cloths, 
sugar, paper, silk, ice, shell-lac and lac-dyo. The presses press and halo jute 
for export. Iridigo, which is the chief manufacture of tho district of Nadia, 
showed a good outturn during tho year, tho quantity manufactured being 
6,519 maun(l.s, valued at'Ss. 12,67,980, as against 2,338 maunJs of the value 
of Rs. 4,07,478 produced during the preceding year. In Jessoro tho principal 
manufactures are indigo and date-sug.ar. The outturn and value of both theso 
articles of mauufacturo were better tlian those of tho previous year, as shewn 
bcilow: — * 

1890 - 91 . 


..A., 


Indigo 

Sugar 


Qnani ity. 
Mds. 
858 
0 , 45,533 


^ 

Vidue. 

lls. 

1 , 49,053 

18 , 59,588 


1891 - 92 . 

A,. 


Quaul ity. 
Mds. 
3,099 
4,31,ir5l 


Vnluo. 

Hs. 

5 , 05,020 
, 27 , 89,508 


In Khulna there has been a decrease in tho quantity of both sugar and 
molasses, which are tho main industries qf the district. In Murshidabad tho 
silk filatures wero further reduced by liyc during tho year, ‘and there lias 
similarly been a falling off in tho outturn and value .of indigo produced in the 
district. 

There is very little of what may bo called as manufacturing work in the 

Division. TTio year was exceptionally favourable 
fidjshau ivision. indigo Cultivation. T’ho mulberry crop in 

RnjsbalTi was, however, a failure^, the outturn of silk thus falling off from 
80,994lb3. during tho preceding year to 44,14Glbs. in tho year under notice. 
Mola.ssos aro manufactured in all the districts of tho Division, the export in 1891 
amounting to 57,490 maunds. 'In Darjeeling 38,934 gallons of beer and porter 
wero brewed for tho Military Department. The production of tea in tho Division 
has been separately noticed. There aro no mines in tho Division in working 
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order. The question of granting mining leases for coal to Messrs. Octavius 
Steel and Company ivas settled during the year. 

There are no mines in the Division but heavy black iron-stone here and 
,, TV ■ • there. Tliero are no large manufactures and none 

worth noticing. Jiidigo ■was at one time manufac- 
tured in Faridpur on an extensive scale. It is now confined only to tho Goalundo 
subdivision, and is declining and will, it is feared, eventually die out entirely. 
Theoulturnof this article, however, increased from 05 maunds in 1890-91 to 
126 maunds during tho year under report. Tho manufactures of muslins, 
cheeses, bras.s, ironware and other articles still continue to exist, but all of them 
are in a declining state. 

Eight sea-going vessels, brigs and sloops were built during tho year. The 

quantity of rice milled was 1,78,810 maunds, against 
1,42,818 maunds of the preceding year. There are 


Chittagong Divihion. 

no mines in the Division. 

opium and 


Omitting 


Patna Division. 


Orissa Division. 


other exciseable articles, tho two principal manu- 
factures in tho Division are indigo and saltpetre. 
The weather was exceptionally favourable during 
the year for tho former, tho outturn being 83,600 maunds, of tho value of 
Rs. 1,50,48,000, against 49,900 maunds, of tho value of lls. 09,80,000, of tho 
preceding year. The yield of refined saltpetre during tho year was 2,68,447 
maunds. Tho yield from tho mica mines at Gaya was a good deal less than in 
previous 3 ’^cars, but the industry gives employment to an increasing number of 
work-people. Tho yield from tlfb Kalliaupur gold mine in Putna has been nil 
duiing the year. 

Indigo is grown in every disirict of the Division, and tho outturn in tho 
. Sonthal Parganas was largo, the quantity manufac- 

wga pur , ivision. ^ tured in the Sahibganj factory being rather more 
than double that of the previous year. The silk industry in Alalda suffered 
for want of rain which affected the mulberry plants. Tho tanar in Bhjigalpur 
is said to shew signs of revival. The Madankata coal mine in Deoghar is 
still being worked, but the output has considerably diminished,' and the mine is 
probably approaching exhaustion. 

There are no mines in the Division, and, with 
the exception of salt, no manufactures, properly so 
^lled, of any importance. 

Tho tea industry shows a marked decrease both in tlio number of gardens, 
„ „ . which declined from 36 in 1890-91 to 29 in the 

chota Nafipur ivision. following year, and in the.outturn, which declined 

from 520,0841b3. to 468,892lbs. With regard to this it is stated as follows : — 
“ Tho gardens hero have in a great measure lost tho only advantages they 
ever posHCs,scd, viz., cheap and abundant labour, and soil and climate do not 
appear to bo suitable, tho former bein^ not sufficiently rich nor deep, and 
the latter being too dry and uncertain.” • 

The manufacture of lac, which has hitherto formed an important article of 
commerce in tho Lohardaga and Maubhum districts, seems to bo also on the 
decline, the figures of value manufactured, shown for the year 1891-92, being 
only Rs. 1,59,200, against Rs. 4,01,088 in 1889-90, and Rs. 4,60,194 in 
1890-91. On the other hand, the value of tassaV silk manufactured from 
tho cocoons produced in the Manbhum and llazdribdgh districts rose from 
Ra. 42,160 in 1889-90 and Ra. 44,100 in 1890-91 to Rs. 62,440 in tho year 
under report. • * 

Mining operations have not been in a flourishing condition daring the 
year, with the exception of tho coal minos situated in tho Giridi and Gobind- 
pur subdivisions, and perhaps, also, of the mica mines in Hazdribiigh. Tlie 
Karaganda Copper Mining Company in Ilaz^hb^gh became insolvent during 
tho year, while no striking results have yet been obtained in any of the gold 
operations. The Nowdiha Syndicate is still boring for silver and lead in 
tho Plazarib^gh district, and a tin mining company has started work in Gadi 
Palganj in tho same district, but with no results so far.^ “ Altogether,” tho 
Commissioner reports, “the mineral industries* of the Division have during 
tlie year been suflFering from tho re-action which was bound to follow the 
extravagant expectations of 1890.” 
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SEA-BORNE TRADE OF BENGAL. 

The following statement compares the total value of the import and export 
trade of the Bengal Presidency in the last live years, exclusive of Government 
transactions : — 
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Eoroicu Ir.ndc 
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37,19,(k1,06:5 

8,77,05,872 

27,87.54.789 

7,78,21,297 

39.80,60,197 
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9,01,91.11,7 

40,21,88,053 

10.13.0i..j|3 

Total of exports 

46,96.08,925 

1 45.65,76.186 

47,65,78.979 

4f).44,73,4i:{ 

60,64,'J3..')66 

Grand Total 

7<',')6,20,3r)r» 

1 78,17,12,604 

79,12,31,6m 

82,26,41.5:33 

84,97.40,119 


The total value of imports shows a decrease of Rs. us com- 

pared with an increase of Rs. 4,25,1-5,529 in 1890-91, attributed chiedy to 
smaller importations of cotton goods. On the other hand, tlie year under 
review shows an increase of Rs. 4,20,19,122 under exports, again.st a decrease 
of Rs. 1,11,05,5:10 in 1890-91. This increa.so was due, under Indian prftdnco, 
to heavy shipments of tea, linseed, wheat, indigo, and rice, and under Treasure, 
to heavy despatches of gold to the United Kingdom during the time of low 
excltange and of silver to Ceylon. The decrease in the imjjort.^ of trea.suro is 
the re.sult of smaller receipts of gold from the United Kingdom and Australia 
and of silver from the Straits Settlements. 'Faking imporl.s and exports 
together, the total value of the trade increased by Rs 2,70,98,88(5 over the 
figures for 1890-91. 


SEA-BORNE. AND INLAND TRADE OF CALCUTTA. 

As usual, the hulk of tjie trade was carried on with the United Kingdom 
^ which absorbed nearly three-fifths of tlio entire 

trade of Coleutla. China occupi... the next place! 
The trade with China as wpU as with the United States, which stands third in 
importance, shows a decline, the percentages being 10‘2 and 5*89, against 
10'C9 and G-6:i, respectively, in the previous year. 'Phe decrease in the 'trade 
with Cliina is ascribed to tho decline in the shipments of opiuip and cotton to 
Hongkong, and of opium to the Treaty forts, and with tho United States to 
smaller imports of kerosino oil, and the decline in th& exportation of linseed oil. 
Tho trade with Germany continues to advance, tho percentage having risen 
from 4'08 to 4*50, owing to larger shipments of raw hides and oil-seeds and 
the revival of tho wheat trade. Franco regained its positifut after a doprtjssion 
in the two preceding years, and transactions with Belgium expanded owing to 
direct steamer cummunicatidn carried on during tho lust three years. 

'Flui total value of the trade of Calcutta the SuezCa>ial shows an increase 
of Rs, .‘1,94,48,0(50 over the figures of tho preceding year, which were the 
highest recorded since the opening of the canal. The increase was almost 
entirely confined to exports. 
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Ihe following table shows the value of the principal articles of 
Imports. nicrchandiso imported during the last two years: — 


Cotton goods (including twist and yam) 

1890-91. 

Rs. 

14, .57,75, 345 

1891-92. 

R.S. 

13,55,20,480 

Metals 

■ ■ ■ • • ■ 

2,30,10,401 

2,44,88,028 

Mineral oils ... 

• • • • « • 

1,25,55,206 

1,34,49,052 

Machinery ... 

• • • • •• 

81,27,985 

82,03,844 

Woollen goods 

< • « • 

75,10,294 

03,84,025 

Sugar 

• 1 ■ « • • 

61,90,073 

47,30,907 

Salt 

. • . ••• 

59,21,724 

49,53,116 

Liquors 

• • a 

47,88,915 

44,90,858 

Hardware ••• 

a a a . 

32,41,100 

34,44,094 


The following statement gives the value of the principal articles of Indian 

produce and manufacturo exported in 1890-91 and 
1891-92:— 


Exports. 


Ivaw jute 


• •• 

1890-91. 

Rs. 

0,44,78.477 

Opium 


. ao 

5,97,99,205 

Tia 

... 

■ .. . 

5,03,78,002 

Oil -seeds 

» . a 

aaa 

3,46,22,(581 

Tlieo 

. • • 


3,13,06,827 

Indigo 

• 

• • a 


2,05,11,354 

TTitles and skins 

• a • 

*. .. 

2,07,04,7(53 

Wluat 

..a # 


60,37,082 

Haw cotton ... 

a a a 

a a • 

87,28,419 


1891-92. 

Rs. 

fi,08,27,r,24 

0,01,47,915 

5,63,31,09.=) 

4,13,45,725 

3,20,87,602 

2,03,00,394 

2,25,72,038 

2,11,8.5,172 

30,85,038 


A further improvemeat is visible in the total value of imports and exports 
, ,,,, „ in the coasting trade of Calcutta during the year 
under review. Iho increase, amounting to 
I Is. 00,17,432, occurred wholly in exports, the imports having fallen by 
U.S. 9,97,414. The increase and the decrease were both in Indian produce. 

Tlic inland traffic of Calcutta is registered as it enters or Ieave.s tho town 

by rail, by inland steamer, by country-boat.s, and 
intfri"')*' witk the rcsult of the past year’s registra- 

tion is shown below, as compared with tfie trade 
if the previous year : — . 


SriiCIFK’ VTION OK 

Impoets. 

JCxPOKTfl • 

Total. 

KoIjTES. 

(Quantity. 

1 Value. 

Quantity. 

V^alue. 

(iuantity. 

[ Valuu, 

1 

2 

3 

• 

4' 

6 . 

0 

7 

13v Country Hoat— 

Mds. 

iU. 

Mds. 

.’e«. 

Mds. 

Us. 



3.4G..'58,891 

12.26,39,641 

76,16,622 

3.0.4,88,988 

4,22.74,413 

15.30.28,629 

1891-92 

.9,41, 35,36(3 

18,01.18,073 

80,71.143 

3,26,29,130 

4,26,06.409 

16,26,47,109 

By Inland Steameb— 






1890-91 , 

87,95.815 

6,93,24,894 

28,73,038 

2,60,21,317 

1,16,68,863 

8.48.46,211 

1891-92 

97,16,967 

6,50,90,243 

30,71,966 

2,66,13,812 

1,37.87,932 

9,16,04,0.33 

By E. I. Kulwat— 





1890-91 

4,29,29,243 

1173,77.838 

1,10,75.970 

1^,13,96,401 

6.40,06.213 

33.87,7.3.299 

1891-93 ... ... 

4,90,86,008 

19,44,67,404 

1,11,49,606 

14,67,15,781 

6,02,36,574 

34,01,83,342 

By E. B. State Eatl- 





WAY — 

1890-91 

1,38,66,13ft 

1,18,97,787 

• 

6,78,07,962 

40,66.670 

G.84.92,651 

1.69,31,700 

1.3.63.00.613 

1891-93 ... , ... 

8,34,28,686 

43,39,604 

6,13,64,418 

1,62,37,291 

14,47,7X,003 

By Eoad— 






1890-91 

67,46,170 

2.76.36,960 

29.37,774 

1,26.46.849 ! 

86,83,944 

4,01,82.799 

1891-93 

64.70.41(: 

3,93.76,0.39 

38,59,099 

1,29,66,730 

83,29,616 

4,33,41,769 

TotaIi— 

1890-91 

10,49,96,249 

46,45,86.186 

2.86,68,874 

• 

29,86,45,266 

13,35,64.123 

76,31,31,461 

18.91-93 

11,06,05,344 

60,34.76,401 

2,94,91,377 

27,90.78,807 

14,00.96,721 

78,l6i54,2ti8 


As regards tho fluctuations in tho principal staples, the following table 
gives for the past twa years statistics of the import trade of Calcutta with each 
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BENGAL ADMINISTRATION RETORT, 


Cl891-9t 


Revenue Division in llio Lower Provinces and with other provinces in India as 
a whole: — 


lairoitra into (;alcu*it\ prom- 



COT101, HAW 

Isniao .. 


AND (1 Mill 01 
( ISOO.'.)! 

I iK'ii-na 


OlDEtt FOOD. ( ISOO-OI 
QKAINB. UHOi -02 


Hides op cat- nHOfl-Ol 
TLB. 


f^Oll 01 

I iNin-iia 


Mda. jtlds. 

4/207 20,0051 


112 . 1 ) 1 . tV 2 ill.tT.ftl^ 
oG.Sl, 2 l 8 GI.V 2 a«u 2 




l, 4 -t .271 . 3 , 12 , .'70 

l, 72 , 0 tU 6 , 05 ,fia’{ 


11 . 2:)7 2 ,t; 5 .£s:; i 


4 , 4 M,«r,l n,42.1s2 
8, 50.771) 1 1, 2.1, OH 

7 . 60,551 H, 72 .HsO 
«.W»,'d 74 


1 . 29 .U 1 I 
2 , 80,601 #•!, 62,130 

1 , 63 , 18.5 50.217 

, 1)2.0] 0 ,%,^7.S 

4 , 04.775 8 , 41 !) 

• 8 ,:) 0 , 7 « 18 ,lWC 

32 , 18.500 6 , 69.410 

a*. 07, 533 8 , 15.523 

. 5 . 32.223 3 ..l.l. 8 t!] 

4 , 0 . 8,263 4 , 36 ,C .;)3 


10 

1 

n 

12 1 13 1 

14 

Mils. 

Mdo. 

Mils, 1 Mds. 

IVr (tent. 

SI 

(iO.llil 

n,.5!).72i)| 6.‘29.:)7 :i 

0*»-4 

66 

74, 964 

S..56,69:) .3 31,057 

3*2 60 

10.3 

71,03.3 

S8.7’.'3 1.00,4:J(1 

71 ':n 

10.3 

1,13,1103 

3", 931 1,4:), 03.3 

78’.5) 

36.5 

1.87,7.5,270 

1.11,937 88,!I0,213 

•»n*59 

60 

1.17,53,877 

81.37" l,l«,W.147 

9!) *45 

661 

fl, 87.680 

1.46" 6.S0.H9 

09*73 

310 

7,81,13" 

S,3.i0 7,s;{,(i5ii 

99-71 


20.77, 26‘i 

1.3, 1*1, 21.8 .3t,(;,8,4(W 

59 -"‘J 


.3i),;K),84t;j 

51,06,675 .Sl,4)v5*2l 

:)7-3i 

6.s:)4 

SI, 61. '■'"‘2 

6,47.66.5 ;-;4.»o,io; 


6,793 

33, *27, 709. 

5), 13.371 4S,U6,0S3 

79-11 

40.47.5 

1,. 51,60.219! 

.5.7.58 1.61.71,977 

n'.)-9(i 


211 ,V .*2 1 , 01 , 0 . 5 . 211 " .V>’^'--"1.7l,57.!»ir. 

2 10 , 06,410 ... lO.oo.UO 

i 2 .rr),:>o.) 2 "" i 2 , 5 rj, 5 i?.i 

50 4 .) 3 . 6 :i 6 21,016 4 . 3 .'i lUU 

4 . 61,117 53, "33 . 5 . 11 -, 17 " 

10.067 5 . 11 ,s:'» l.lO.Ci: 6 ,‘ll„'-, 6 t 

12,822 3 , 07 , 03 ;): 1 . . 10, 201 5 , 57,231 

4 . 13 , 287 ! 2 , 30.7 fi 6 ,.'. 3 ,ft :)2 

4 ,OU 2 S| 2 . 6 J, 0"3 0 , 111 , 101 


lO.On 40 . 33 . 275 ' 
16 . 63 1 52 ,ihS,r. 67 ! 


12 , 16,227 71 , 4 '). 50‘.»1 
l.t, 00 , 2 i:" S 2 ,,'. 2 ,h 2 S| 


14.382 1 . 1 , 12 , 01.7 0 , 71.761 •Jl.SO.TOs; 

;i, 20 S l 6 , 6 J,i;)!) 11 , 58,605 28,10 


Hilk.raw 


SUtlAR, RE-nSOO-Ol 

FINED. 11801-02 

HUOAR, CNBE-p 8 D 0 . 0 l 


Tka. Indian 


pfiOO-Ol 

•••U« 0 L 02 

nsoo oi 

I lSOl -03 


I 07 , 08, 765 
; 06 , 50,516 


ls.8.18.800 1,37 73,1 !)6 
i 77„52,322 1,20,82, 236 


) I r.o.M.6;i;i 68.167 

; i 62,78,082 30.77,51.3 


65 8 , 82,1 Ml 

82 0 . 46 , 18.3 


i,H 42 l, 26 ,.M»|i 

Hi'I> l, 10 ,:l. 7 .) 

23.082 0 . 0 . 7 , 9.55 

1 . 5,113 0 , 61,506 


5,452 2 , 03.007 0 , 37,210 12 ;il.l ‘26 

3,780 3 , 43 , ni; 1 ".:) 2,077 13 . 76,001 

7 4 ,il, 3 S 2 4')1 4 . 81,113 

54 5 ,»y ,770 10 , 6.57 6 ,l!», 4 :i 6 

1 ) 8,006 5 , 0 . 3 , 00 , 61 " 7 I.M» 712 . 7 , 7 :.. 83 , 3 -.’H 
70,.510 5 , 03 , 7 . 5 , 3 . 5.3 1 , 23 ,. S 6, 840 6 , 37 , 63.202 


'I'hose articles alone comprised .5()‘74 per cent, of the entire import traffic 
of Calcutta curing; 1801-92, against 54-84 per cent, in tho previous year. 

Concerning tho export traffic, similar details in ro.spcct of cotton goods and 


salt during those years arc ^;iven below : — 


KxroBTa paoM Calcutta to- 





Cotton, Twist-) I 

AN). Vaon[™*5 

GOODS (Eu- 
ROl'EAB). ) ' 

„ J 1800-01 

Salt .. [ iHin-i»2 


,"'?M)0.!)l 1,38,400 1 1.. 3.8, 671 2 . 57,777 5,38, oni 

■ ■ j : S!»l-1'2 1 ,41,720 1 ,21 .»'S8 2,87,0(;S 2, 60,801 

j 1800-01 O.ll.HU P.S8.001 12.-1 1.160 12,61,754 

••UHin-02 M.:)7,’.3i'. 1 .8.8", 000 i 12, 10, 8.37 Il,l(i.?S»7 

MKon-oi v),9;u-s i lo.ca.oiii 1.5,17 , jmi 2 ivio.okS 

- 1 1861-03 ln, 27 , 2 . 7 > 10 ,H, 0 . 5.5 15 . 32,707 17 . 16,424 


4.147 4 ,M 0 80 1,277 1 . 50.028 

200 5 , 3 ;M 1 5 , 6 bX 08 080 1 , 70,900 

114 4 , 17,837 1 . 01,422 40 41.150 14 , 27.012 

U 3 4 . 10,517 1 . 7:., 562 LI 37,502 14 , 37 , 6.53 

1 . 40.770 16 , 43 , 4 . 5.5 10 , 00,800 40,110 2 , 73 , 60 r. 74 , 13 , 1 . 4.3 

l. 5!',:'.00 17 ,:«!, 2‘17 9 . 611,122 . 36 , 8.80 . 3 , 4 . 3,390 75 , 83.202 

1 ,- 49.884 20 , 6 . 3.439 i 2 . 60,140 I 4 !), 2 . 3 :) . 3 , 15,122 80 , 90,783 
1 , 69,192 21 . 68,091 11 , 49,705 36.961 2 , 81,772 02 , 00.715 


Mdff. Mds. Percent. 

08.704 2 , 15 ,: 3:)2 72*74 

61,665 2 ,.; 4,565 7 ;p{i 3 

7 , 47,715 21 , 74, "37 65'62 

8 , 6 - 1,111 2 .»,i)l,(,)J 7 0.273 

8 . 48 , 26,3 8 *>, 61,40 0 89 * 7;1 

fi,- 11 ,)i 2 ri « 1 , 21 ,a 8 S 8 Dirui 

l|j,f> 4 .lhS 3 l, 0 (l/,l,l«yi tj 4 - 4 (i 

17 , 60,105 1 . 00 , 01 , 1:0 b 393 



1891-93.] 


TRADG. 


in 


Tran.sactions in thd three articles S 2 iccified in the forcj^oiiig statement 
made up 37*17 per cent, of the entire exports from Calcutta during the year 
under rcjiort, against 37*28 per cent, in the year before. 

The traffic of Calcutta in raw cotton during 1891-92, as compared with 


Cotton, Uiw. 

the figures of tho previous yeai*] 

, is shown below: — 


1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Ihl8. 

Mdfl. 

Imports 

.. 8,90,190 

C, 66, 894 

Exports 

.. 6,00,625 

1,97,338 


Owing to unfavourable weather in the provinces where this staple is 
grown, there was again a small crop in 1891, which accounts for tho large 
decrease sliown above. Tho abstract below shows the places of supply, 
province by province, during the past two years : — 


From Bombav 



1890-91. 

Mds. 

1,94,166 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

2,32,628 


North- wostorn 
Oudh 

Provinces 

• • • 

and 

4,30,202 

2,01,025 

n 


* . • 

• • • 

86,482 

1,26,565 


Madras 

••• 

• » • 

16,793 

30,704 

II 

Burma 

• 

• 8* 

28,692 

17,748 

if 

Berar 

• •• * 

• • • 

16,458 

19 

Assam 

• • 

• • • 

10,158 

13,370 

I* 

Rajpiitaua 

Panjab 

• •• 

• • * 

78,253 

11,026 


••• • 


33,065 

8,514 

91 

Other places 


••• 

6,689 

7,856 



Total 

... 

8,90,490 

6,65,804 


Tho subjoined statement shows the destination of the quantity shipped 
from Calcutta by sea during the past two years : — 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 


r 


r-— 


To Foreign ports— 

Cwt. 

Mds. 

Cwt, 

• 

Mds. 

United Ifingdom 

55,327 

75,306 

26,931 

36,656 

Other ports 

300,107 

4,08,479 

100,153 

1,36,319 

Total 

To Indian porta — 

355,434 

4,83,785 

• 

• 

187,084 

• 

1,72,975 

Bombay and other ports 

1,263 

1,719 

5,767 

7,850 

Grand Total 

t 

356,697 

T 

4,85,504 

ft 

132,851 

1,80,825 


The heavy falling off in the sea-borne exports was duo to a poor crop in this 
country, and to tho unfavourable condition of the Home market, whore very low 
prices ruled owing to tho enormous cotton crop of America. The absence of 
demand in Europe for Bengal cotton is ascribed to tho Bombay mills having 
destroyed the trade which the Lancashire mills had in tho spinning of coarse 
yarns and tho weaving of coarse goods for India, an^ consequently the consump- 
tion of tho short-stapled cotton in tho United Kingdom is fast shrinking, the 
shipments from this country being now insignificant. Among other foreign 
ports, there were heavy decreases in shipments to Germany, Austria, France, 
Italy, and China. These decreases wore not made up by larger exports from 
the western side of India. 
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BENOAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT, 


[1891-92. 


The gross import and export traffic of Calcutta in cotton twist and yam 
CoTTOK TWIST AND YABN. during tlio pust two ycars, was as follows : — 

1890-91. 1891-92. 

^ , ^ ^ t — ^ — ' ' — \ 

European. Indian. Total. European. Indian. Total. 

Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds. 

Imports ... 1,70,087 2,90,414 4,60,501 1,64,996 3,19,377 4,84,373 

Exports ... 2,29,436 3,34,112 6,63,048 2,67,760 3,03,707 6,71,467 

The quantity imported hy sea relates to the total clearances from shipboard 
and from bond for consumption. Tho following table gives an abstract of 
the imports of European twist and yam from each port separately during the 
past two years : — 


Whence impoated. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1 

2 

s 

1 

4 

6 

From Foreign ports — 

TTnitod Kingdom ... 

Other Foreign ports 

lbs. 

13,392,482 

508,850 

Mds. 

1,62,765 

6,185 

•_ _ 

lbs* 

12,831,767 

639,000 

Mds. 

1,65.941 

7,766 

Total of Foreign Trade 

13,901,332 

1,68,040 

13,470,767 

1,6,3,707 

Total of Interportal Trade 

61,476 

• 747 

88,220 

1,072 

Grand Total 

13,9629807 

1,69.687 

f 

13,668,987 

1,64,779 


The sea imports of Indian cotton twist and yarn represent for the most 
part the production of tho mills in Bombay, while the supplies carried by the 
other routes were- derived from tho local mills in the vicinity of Calcutta. 

Tho quantities of European twist and yam exported from Calcutta by 
interna] routes and by sea during the past two years, were distributed as 
follows: — 


« 

Exports hj, internal routes. 


c 


1890-91. 

Mds. 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

Into Bengal 

• • • 

1,46,275 

1,68,441 

„ North-Western 
and Oudh 

Provinces 

37,399 

36,338 

„ Assam 


10,943 

16,731 

„ BihSr • 

• •• 

8,996 

10,411 

„ Paujab , — 


6,456 

7,133 

„ Central Provyaccs 

t • • 

2,315 

3,099 

llajputana and Central India 

1,587 

1,357 

„ Other Provinces 

... 

1,361 

1,065 

Total 

... 

2,15,332 

2,44,665 

• 

E.eport* hy Gea. 



1899-91. 

1891-92. 

A 


lbs. 

Mds. 

lbs. Mds. 

Orissa 

465,600 

6,658 

1,143,300 13,894 

Madras 

148,390 

1,804 

98,940 1,203 

Burma 

466,873 

58,800 

6,674 

612,768 . 7,447 

Chittagong 

Other Indian ports. . . 

716 

38,250 465 

4,740 

16,088 

68 

400 r, 

Foreign ports ... 

• 

195 

14,920 181 

Total 

1,160,491 

14,104 

1,908,578 23^ 





> X 




mum. 


178 


yam 
awndmg 



Trade blocks 


1890-91. 

Mds. 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

BiWr 

... 

75,746 

84,897 

Cbota Nagpur ... 

... 

24,209 

25,938 

Bengal 

North-Westem Provincee and 

2C,828 

25,566 

Oodh 

• • • 

6,869 

9,170 

Central Provinoes 

• • 

322 

7,878 

AeBom 


9,C58 

6,G84 

Panjab 

• • » 

877 

372 

Other plaeee 

• • • 

249 

190 

Total 

• • • 

1,43,267 

1,60,690 


The destination of tho sea-borne exports during the past two jeus was as 
follows:— 


WairniB Expobikd 

^ 18fi0-91. 

1891.03. 

1 


3 

4 

5 

a 

• 

To Indian ports— 

lbs.* 

Mds. 

lbs 

Mds. 

Burma 

2,763.698 

83,680 

2,363,600 

28,711 

Orissa 

6,269.800 

04,013 

5,043,600 

6) ,294 

Chittagong ... 

6.000 

61 

0,250 

113 

Madras 

1,387,410 

16,496 

1,037,297 

19.887 

• 

OSher Indian ports 

01,000 

741 

87,100 

461 

Total of Coasting Trade 

9,466 314 

1,14.027 

9,080,766 

1,10,406 

To Foreign ports— 



t 


Other Foreign ports 

6,247,8€0 

75,928 

2.760,830 

83,561 

Total of Fotdgn Trade 

0.247,800 

75,928 

2,760.830 

83,651 

Qsisn Tom 

16,704,014 

1,80,856 

11,8604^86 

1.44,017 


The following statement ^yes the total value of European cotton piece- 

goods imported into, and exported from, Calcutta 
ConoR KscB-oMM. during tho past year, as compared with the totals of 

tile preceding year 

,189091. • 1891-92., 

t Us. Bs. 

13.46.78,733 12,63,88,345 

15,88,66,048 


linports 

Exports 


t *1 

tee 


13,25,32,842 


These fibres represent declared valnes in all cases, with the exception, 
howersw, of jnece-goods carried by railway and by inland steamers, in which 
cases they are rej^tered by weight only. In the case of imports by rail, the 
value el uiese geode has been calcolated according to the value rates of the 
diftMptt esparting provinces. Under tiie other heads, yalues have been ealoa- 
litba^.fiiie i«te ef fts, 68 ^xaaund, which has been taken to represent the 
averages^dne id a maund of &utopean piece-goods of all sorts in Bengal, 
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BENGAL ADMINISTRATION REPOST. 


C1891-M. 


The sea imports represent the total clearances from shipboard and from 
bond for consumption. The sources of supply during the past two years were 
as follows ; — 


Fkom 

Foreign ports — 

Tmited Kingdom 
Other Foreign ports 

Total of Foreign trade 

Indian ports — 

Bombay ••s 

Madras ... ... 

Burma ... ... 

Other Indian ports 

Total of Interportal trade . . . 

Grand Total ... 


Imports by sea. 


1890-91. 

Es. 

13,36,84,182 

6,01,764 

13,41,85,946 

1891-92. 
Es. . 

12,42,42,242 

3,91,074 

12, 46, .33, 316 

2,24,768 

4,24,591 

20,963 

21,030 

1,07,528 

1,79,245 

1,125 

1,969 

.3,54,374 

6,20,835 

13,45,40,320 

12,52,60,151 


The Customs report shows that in Calcutta the trade in cotton piece-goods 
during the past year was an unfortunate one for importers. A constant fall in the 
value of raw cotton, with a corresponding decline in the manufactured article, 
and the low rates of exchange, had a most disastrous effect on merchants who 
buy their goods in anticipation of the market. 

The export trade of tho past year ^hofw^cd a heavy decline. The partial 
failure of the crops, with a corresponding liigher price for food-grains, militated 
against a full distribution of this class of goods. Tho following abstract shows 
in detail the different provinces to which piece-goods were exported from 
Calcutta during the past two years : — 

Exports from Calcutta. 




1890-91. 

.>s ^ 

1891-92, 

To Bengal 

• « • 

Es. 

5,55,06,516 

Es. 

4,56,92,653 

,, Bihar ... 


4,28,58,130 

3,04,69,182 

„ North-Western Froviucos 
• aud Oudh 

3,45,07,120 

3,18.33,246 

„ Panjab 

• • • 

81,04,400 

90,09,1.32 

„ Assam 

see 

84,12,800 

72, 21, ,388 

„ .Burma 


31,81,330 

23,89,419 

„ Cliota Nagpur 


28,80,500 

19,91,462 

„ Central Provinces 


4,88,390 

12,94,180 

„ Eajputaua ... 


7,45,080 

7,44,858 

„ Onssa 


8,36,703 

701,137 

„ Madras ' 


5,83,997 

5,40,976 

„ Foreign ports. 


2,71,459 

3,75,325 

„ Bombay 


9.5,421 

1,42,643 

„ Other places 


03,142 

67,361 

Total 

• ss 

15,86,65,048 

13,25,32,842 


I- 


After adding 25 per cent, to the total clearances on account of under- 
statement of values, insurai\ce, landing chargoH, &c., &c., the total imports 
during the past year by all routes would be raised to Its. 15,07,08,583. The 
value of pieco-goods exported amounts to lls. 13,25,32,842. The surplus of 
imports over exports, therefore, amounted in value' to Ks. 2,41,70,741, against 
Rs. 96,68,705 worth in 1890-91. 

Tho following statefnent shows tho total value of Indian piece-goods 
carried to and from Calcutta during the past two years 

. 1800-91. 1891-92. • 

Es. Bb. 

Imports ... 52,57,824 89,86,305 

Exports . ... 11,13,356 6,62,681 

Tho falling off occurred principally in the imports from Bombay, which 
no doubt were overdone last year. 
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In the following statement the trade of Calcutta in indigo during the 
IsDioo. P**®* “ compared below with the trade of the 

preceding year : — 

1890-91. 1891-92. 

Mds. Mds. 

Imports ... 1,00,692 1,44,033 

Exports ... 99,518 1,36,826 

There has been a great recovery in this trade. According to the Customs 
return, the price of indigo averaged Rs. 197 per Indian maund, against 
Rs. 2l6 in 1890-91. The quality of the crop was generally up to the average, 
but the falling off in the price is believed to be due to the large outturn of the 
year’s crop. The chief sources from which indigo was despatched to Calcutta 
during the past two years, were as follows;— 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Bihar 

North-Western Pro- 

61,259 

93,723 

vinces and Oudh ... 

28,703 

30.882 

Bengal 

10,211 

19,176 

Other places 

419 

262 

Total 

1,00,692 

1,44,033 


The following statement gi^s details of the total quantity of raw jute 

brought to* and carried from Calcutta by all 
JoTB, HAW. routc^during the past two years : — 


Imports 

Exports 


1390-91. 

Mds. 

1,89,98,817 

1,46,13,678 


1891-92. 

Mds. 

1,49,68,774 

1,05,05,398 


The falling off in the import trade has been very largq. Owing to the 
low prices of the previous year, there was a considerably less area under jute 
cultivation, and, with unfavourable weather at certain times during the past 
year, the result has been the smallest crop seen for many years. At the same 
time prices have been the highest ever known, being at the close of the year 
double those at the beginning. The subjoined table shows the chief sources 
of supply, and the proportion borne by the quantity carried 'by rUil to the 
total trade, in respect of all the principal jute-producing districts : — 


Names of supplying 
districts. 


Fabna ... 
Dacca ... 
Faridpur 
24-FargaDa8 
Kangpur < 
HoogUy 
Nadia ... 


Total quantity 
exported in 
1891-92. 


Fluctuations as 
compared with 
1890-91. 


Percentage of 
total imports into 
Calcutta oanied 


Jalpaiguri 

M^ensingh 

Enulna 

Jessore 

Murshidabad 

Dinajpur 

Fumea 

Bogra ... 

Other places 



Increase. 

Deejease. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 


35,13,776 


; 1,22,204* 

37*03 

32,44,687 

• • • 

8,93,687 

17*89 

26,08,793 

• f a 

13,68,240 

77*41 

10,73,239 

12,332 

a a a 

0*46 

10,62,499 

• •• 

• 2,88,217 

86*72 

6,13, 06fr 

• •• 

66,869 

• • • 

6,09,331 

• a V 

1,80,329 

83*82 

4,14, 61» 

a« a 

• 1,66,979 

63-64 

4,01,341. 

a a • 

43,389 

100*00 

> 3,03,468 

• as 

7,93,832 

17*28 

2,28,936 

30,229 

• • • 

83*16 

1,70,193 

• •• 

2,74,211 

42*46 

1,67,040 

99,290 

• 

• « • 

60*42 

1,46,211 

11,848 

• « • 

62*69 

1,44,472 

73,026 

■ • • 

85*03 

1,09,734 

• a a 

* 18,402 

96*20 

4,77,477 

• a a 

70,609 

19*97 

1,49,68,774 

2,20,42& 

42,60,468 

43*93 


Net decrease 


40,30,043 
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The supply exported by sea during the past two years, was destined as 
follows ; — 


1890-91. 


1891-92. 


To Foreign ports 
Indiftn f} 


Cwts. 

10,606,146 

26,899 


Mds. 

1,44,36,142 

36,012 


Owts. 

7,693,799 

19,466 


» 

Ifds. 

1,03,36,004 

26,495 


Total 


... 10,633,044 1,44,72,764 7,613,266 


1,03.6^,499 


Following on a short crop, the exports to all countries except Australia 
declined. To the United Kingdom tlie decline was 19 per cent., to Austria 
53 per cent., to Germany 33-| per cent., and to the United iStutes 46^ per cent. 
France, Italy, and Spain also received smaller quantities. 

The imports and exports of gunny bags into and from Calcutta during the 
Gunht BAfls. past two years, were as follows ; — 


Imports 
Exports ... 


••• 


1890-91. 1891-92, 

No. No. 

24,431,978 27,861,109 

171,390,114 200,194,838 


The great divergence in the figures between imports and exports repre- 
sents part of the outturn of the mills in Calcutta and the suburbs, which 
does not fall within the scope of registration. The districts which despatched 
gunnies in largo quantities to Calcutta during tho past two years, aro shown 
below : — 


Distbicts. 

imoL 

1891-92. 

Power-loom, 

Hand-made. 

Total. 

Power-loom. 

Hand-made. 

ToUl. 

1 

2 


4 

5 

6 

7 

Fabna . • ... 

Hooghly 

24-Pargana8 

Dinajpiir 

Jal]?aiguri 

Darjeeling 

Bangpur 

Burdwan 

Pnrnea 

Ollier diBtrictB 

Total 

No. 

7,910.660 

3,218.921 

4,436,367 

• •• • 

» 

No. 

621,316 

193,696 

1.877,676 

3,171,736 

1,201,936 

886,200 

149,963 

48,260 

603,602 

iSfo. 

7.910,600 
8,740/2:17 
4,6:10,003 
3,877,576 
8.171,736 
1.201.935 
886,200 
140.953 
48,260 
• 603,602 

IB 

No. 

8,420,610 

4,631,327 

6,235,334 

• ta 

• • • 

No. 

3,072!896 

772.610 
1,639,160 
1,866,726 

832,126 

400.610 
143,993 

40,776 

471,696 

No. , 
8,420,610 
6.604,228 
7,007,964 
1,639,160 
1.866,726 
832,126 
400,610 
148,003 
40,776 
471,696 

16,605,949, 

t 

8,554/27:} 

24,120,230 

1 

19,187.281 

8,240,479 

27.427.760 


The largo increase in tho exports was due chiefiy to the greater demands 
for bags required by the / 3 oast ports. The supply exported by sea during the 
past two years, was distributed as follows : — * 


1 

6 

1800-91. 

6 

1 1891-92. • 

1 

Power-loom. 

Hand-loom. 

Total. 

1 

Power-loom. 

Hand-loom. 

Total. 

1 1 

3 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

To Indian ports ... 

To Foreign „ 

Total 

’ No. 
49,841,606 
06,607,120 

No. 

6,198,660 

1,106,800 

No. 

55.(140.050 

90 , 612,929 

No. 

68,953.160 

102.876,126 

No. 

3,033,604 

933,100 

No. 

61,986,764 

103,808,226 

146.848.686 

6,804.830 



3,966,704 

166,784JW» 
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The traffic of Calcutta in gunny cloth during 1891-92, as oompared 
anv» figutes of tho previous year, is s^own 

below according to the routes followed by the 

trade 

1890-91. 1891-92. 


Pieces. Pieces. 

Imports ... ... ... 38,465 23,743 

Exports ... ... ... 2,602 2,704 


The total quantity of the sea-borne trade of Calcutta in this article during 
the past two years, was as follows : — 


1890-91. 1891-92. 

Tds. Tds. 


Imports ... ... ... 81,209 5,210 

Exports ... ... ... 34,559,803 41,554,562 


As regards the imports by internal routes, the total trado of the past 
year comprised 4,903 pieces of power-loom manufacture aifd 18,840 hand- 
made pieces. The statement below gives the destination of the sea-borne 
exports during the past two years : — 



1890-91. 

1801.93. 

Power-loom. 

• 

Hand-loom. , 

Total. 1 

Power-loom. 

Hand-loom. 

Total. 

1 

2 

• I 

3 1 

4 

6 

6 

7 

To Indian ports 
„ Foreigu 

Total 

• 

Yds. 

4.720.687 

29.671,710 

Yds. 

167,400 

Yds. 

4,888,087 

29,671,716 

Yds. 

4,327,652 

87,172,660 

Yds. 

64,450 

Yd«. 

4,382,003 

87,172,660 

31,392,41)3 

167.400 

34,669,803 

1 

41,600,113 

/64,450 1 

41,554,662 


In addition to the registered supplies detailed above, the consignments 
of power-loom gunny cloth sent up-country direct from the neighbouring mills 
without passing the Port Commissioners’ wharves, but intercepted at the toll 
stations on the Nadia rivers, were as follows : — 


Tptal of District. 


Importing Districts. 

, 

1800-91. 

Pieces. 

1891-92' 

Pieces. 

Darbbanga 

, ... 33,000 

94,810 

Monghyr 

24,375 . 

42,000 

Dhdgolpar 

... 24,258 

32,530 

Mursbidabad 

... 14^300 

6,300 

Fumea 

8,600 

4,960 

31,600 

Muzaffarpor 

• • • • • • 

BajBhahi 

• • • a ■ a 

2,2C0 

Other districts 

400 

6,600 

Total 

... 104,933 

218,996 


The number of jute. mills worked by steam in the vicinity of Calcutta 
d urin g the past year was 24, against 23 in 1890-91. The quantity of jute 
worked up in 1891-92 was 62,65,093 maunds, agqjmst 47,15,495 maunds in 
1890-91. 

The wheat trade of Calcutta during the past year is compared below 
Wail*. "with the figures of the* preceding year 

1890-91. 1891-92. . 

, Mds. Mds. 

Imports ... «.. ... 34,69,666 81,47,580 

Exports ... ... ... 20,00,837 66,44,259 
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Throughout tho year there was an exceptionally brisk demand in Calcutta 
{or export to London and tho Continental ports, and hence the large increase 
shown above. In the following statement the total imports into Calcutta from 
the different provinces are arranged according to the vmume of trade 




1890-91. 

1891.92. 



Mds. 

Mds. 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh 
BihAr 

Bengal ... 

Punjab ... ... 

Central Provinces ... 

Other places 

... 11,42,290 
... 16,91,533 
... 4,84,798 

ees 1|95|203 
••• 53,236 

see 2,605 

48,66,807 

22,80,420 

7,69,340 

1,74,100 

67,913 

see 


Total 

34,69,666 

81,47,680 


Under tho influence of the higher prices in the homo market, supplies were 

largely attracted from the Calcutta market. The 
■ subjoined statement shows tho destination of the 

quantities shipped from Calcutta by sea during the past two years : — 

1891-92. 


To Foreign ports 
,, Indian „ 

Total 


1890-91. 



Cwts. 


Mds. 


... 1,340,126 18,244>60 
... 47,433 64,662 


Cwts. Mds. 
4,746,938 64,61,180 
68,113 79,098 


1,387,559 18,88,622 4,805,051 65,40,208 


1890-91. 
* Mds. 


Under this heading aro included malar {pisim arvense), khesdri {lathyrus 
_ masuri lervuvi lens), mdskalai (phaseolus 

mungo^ variety radiatm)^ rating {phaseolus mungo^ 
varieties green gram and auren^, Ml or chhola {eiccr arietinum), arhar {cajanus 
indmis). The gross weight of tho Calcutta trade in these grains during the 
past year, as compared with the figures of the previous year, was as follows : — 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

Imports ... ... ... 35,41,961 , 43,51,638 

Exports ... ... 16,76,757 22,53,007 

There was a great demand for those cereals both for local consumption and 
for export, which stimulated the import traffic considerably. The following 
statement shows tho places of supply, province by province, during the past 
two years 


From Bengal 

BiMr ... ... • ... 

North-Western Froviuoes and Oudh ... 
Central Provinces ... ... 

Madras ‘... 

Paejah ... ... ... 

Other places ... , 


Total 


1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

14,12,371 

19,33,374 

14,33,431 

13,84,203 

4,77,207 

44,667 

6,40,584 

2,70,644 

62,931 

c 63,261 

18,987 

33,022 

. 92,377 

1,36,560 

35,41,961 

^1,638 


The total cpiantity of gram and pulse exported by sea during the past two 
years, was distributed as fbllows 

1890-91. 1891.92. 

' Cwts. Mds. ' Cwts. Mds. 

To Foreign ports 322,242 4,38,607 732,968 9,97,637 

,. Indian „ . 288,223 3,92,303 408,943 6,56,617 


Total 


610,465 8,30,910 1,141,901 16,64,264 
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Last year a large quantity of gram was shipped for Mauritius, and it is 
stated that owing to regular communication 1^ steamer, this trade, which for a 
couple of years had been diverted, has now reverted to Calcutta. The coast* 
mg trade also was on a very much larger scale than in the previous year. 

The result of the registration of the trade of Calcutta in rice and paddy 
Btci iJND MDDT. during the past two years, is shown below : — 


Spxozfication or boutbb. 

Ihpoets. 

Expobts. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

{piddy 

„ Inland steamer ... ••• {pl^dy 

„ East Indian Bailway “•{paddy "* 

ti Eastern Bengal State Bailway ... "* 

Wy...! f Sio® 

iioaa ... ... -iPnddye ... 

•’ ••• ■ ••• Z 

-l&j : 

Grand total in rice after oonrerting paddy intol 
rice, at the rate of 26 eeera of rice to a v 
maund of paddy, J 

Mds. 

98,27,665 

7,20,001 

4,40,866 

6,034 

87.96,767 

3,26,702 

4,08,843 

913 

7,01,486 

42,679 

. 8,79,198 
1,66,529 

Mds. 

1,19,78.010 

8.81.980 

6,22,961 

9,836 

32,60,819 

8,19,286 

6,64,839 

3,208 

7,46,786 

41,269 

6.69,958 

1,00,499 

Mds. 

2,16.707 

2,64,968 

.33,617 

2,136 

12.671 

4,723 

52,66’2 

15,330 

1,79,037 

2,10,176 

1,86,04.385 

90,887 

Mds. 

2.49,830 

3,26,01.1 

44,976 

1,322 

14,786 

6,643 

43,036 

4,986 

1,73,329 

2,16,444 

1,40,72,662 

73,695 

1,60.64,175 

12,61,948 

1.78,17,868 

13,56.068 

1,39,01,829 

6,94,220 

1,46,98,608 

6,27,130 

1,68,86,643 

i 

1,86,65,41.0 

t 

1.43.63,217 

1,49,90,664 


Notwithstanding the indifferent crops during the past year and the conse* 
quent rise in price, there was a brisk demand for export, owing to a. scarcity 
in Upper Burma and a famine in Madras, and largo quantities of rice were 
consequently sent to Calcutta from almost all sources of supply. These causes 
account for the considerable increase in the import traffic under this head. 

The following comparative statement shows the sources of supply, 
province by province, together with the routes taken by the trade, during the 
past two years : — • 


Fbotxbcbs. 

By boat and road. 

By rail and stoamei^ 

Tota^ 

ISSOJl. 

1891-92. * 

1890*01. 

■ ■ 

1801.02. 

1800*01. 

180142. 

1 

a 

8 

4 

6 

( 

e 1 

7 

'4 

Hdf. 1 

Hdf. 

Mdf. 

Mdi. 

Mds. 

Hdo. 

Froni Beaaal 

1,08,^' 


48,03,866 

34,18^777 

i,s6,w,sini 

1,74,70,320 

„ Oeotaal Provloooi ... 

e«o 

• 

Ma 

... 

2,06,008 

... 

2,06,901 

OriBia ... 

7B,m 

IlfiW 

0,11,612 

7,04,751 

9,90,TS5 

7,76,701 

M Awua eee ... 

* 8,1W 

«7,m 

340 

8,800 

8,408 

60,691 

•• 8i)i4r ... ••• 



47,881 

10,456 

78,907 

35,038 

„ Oliota Nftgpur 

... 

•St 

48,476 

20,462 

• 40,478 

29,402 

North-Wwtern Pro- 







vitiOM aua Ottdh .... 


t,«6 

624 

2,876 

i,m 

6,030 

•» BttPiaa t«s 

•s. 

tM 

16,002 

1,860 

10,902 

1,880 

, MS mm 


... 

82 

14 

52 

14 

Othftrptaoet te s.. 

Me 

i 

1 

1,308 { 

781 

• 

1.308 

781 

Total «e. 


■ijnfiifiaa' 

S8,s^eas 

63,68,880 

1,68,86 648 

148.68,410 
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[I601-99. 


The chief feature of interest in the foregoing statement is the heavy 
increase in the imports of rice from the Central F^onnces— a circumstance which 
never occurred in any previous year. 

The greater bullc of the export trade was sea'bome, and its destination 
was as follows 


Exports of Riee from CaJcutla hy Sea. 


Whituer extorted. 

To Indian ports, viz.— 

1890-91. 

^ 

1890-91. 

Mds. 

Cwts. 

'Mds. 

Cwts. 

Madras ... ... 

Other ports in Madras ... 
Bombay ... ... 

Burma 

Other ports 

47,273 

18,64,217 

17,73,911 

62,389 

1,38,331 

34,731 

1,369,629 

1,303,281 

45,837 

101,631 

11,36,611 

15,02,659 

12,66,793 

2,11,900 

1,67,372 

834,988 

1,103,994 

930,706 

165,682 

122,967 

Total of Interportal trade 

38,86,121 

2,866,109 

42,85,236 

3,148,336 

To Foreign ports, viz. — 





XTnitod Kingdom ... 

Other foreign ports 

14,28,554 

81,89,660 

1,049.550 

6,016,/193 

18,34,730 

79,52,697 

1,347,966 

6,842,798 

Total of Foreign trade ... 

96,18,214 

7,066,443 

<1 

97,87,427 

7,190,703 

Grand Total of exports 

BY SEA ... ... 

1,35,04,335 

• 9,921,552 

, 1,40,72,662 

10,339,099 

Exports of Paddy from Calcutta hy Sea. 

* 


Mds. 

Cwts. 

Mds. 

Cwts. 

To Indian ports 
„ Foreign „ 

42,654 

54,233 

31,338 
39,845 ^ 

34,055 

39,640 

26,020 

29,123 

Total exi'QBTS by sea 

96,887 

71,183 

73,695 

64,143 


The cause of the large increase in the exports of rice to coast ports has 
already been explained above. The fluctuations in the export trade with 
“ other foreign ports ” are an increase in the shipments to Cape Colony, the 
West Indies, the Straits Settlements aVid Ceylon, against decreases to Mauritius, 
Kdunion, South America, Aden, Arabia, and Australia. The Customs Report 
shows that the rice trade', in Europe was for a considerable period of 1891-92 
devoid of any special features ; prices remained on about the same level for 
some time when some unusual increase in consumption in several districts 
caused an advance in valijo, and the higher prices eviaently drew larger supplies 
fr»m Bengal. ^ * 

The principal staples comprised under this head are barley, kodOf shama^ 

'Indian -com, pats, ihillets, and other crops which 
are reaped during the spring anH rainy seasons. 

^ The following statement shows the total trade of 

Calcutta in these grains registered during the past two years 


1890.91. 1891-92. 


Imports 

Exports 




Mds. 

4,37,614 

1,46,649 


Mds. 

6,16,206 

1,70,381 


Last year, large supplies of cheap food-grains were consigned to Calcutta, 
where there was a demand, both for local consumption and for export. The 
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total quantity brought to Calcutta from each province is shourn in the subjoined 
statement : — 


Bih&p 

BeuMl 

Panjab 

North-Western Frovinoes and Oudh 
Other places 


Total 


1890-91. 1891-92. 

Mds. Ifds. 

... ' 3,75,039 4,02,031 

... 38,561 59,386 

18,378 23,467 

3,497 . 9,391 

2,139 20,930 

4,37,614 5,15,205 


The details of the sea-borne exports during the past two years, are given 
in the following statement : — 

1890-91. 1891-92. 



Cwts. 

Mds. Cwts. 

^ 

Mds. 

To Foreign ports ... 

87,202 

1,18,692 90,072 

1 1,22,598 

,, Indian ,, >.. 

17,888 

24,348 32,305 

i 43,971 

Total 

105,090 

1,43,040 1,22,377 

' 1,66,569 

The subjoined statement shows the trade of Calcutta in hides durincr the 

Hinas past year, as 

compared with the totals of tho 

previous year 

— 




• 


1890-91. 

1891-92. 


• 


No. 

No. 

Imports ...• 



5,387,165 

4,831,534 

Exports 

• •• 

• •• 

6,538,761 

6,351,938 

There was throuahout the year a good domand for all tho supplies sent 

forward, and prices generally 

were higher. Tho abstract 

below shows tho 

different provinces from which the hide supply was 

1 derived during the past two 

years : — 








1890.91. 

1891-92. 




No. 

No. 

Eenaal ... 

• •• 

• a* 

2,320,895 

2,117,941 

Bihir 


• •• 

1,731,454 

1,027,180. 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh 

• • • 

834,704 

943,352 . 

Orissa 

• • • 

a • a 

233,639 

251,468 

Panjab 


• •a 

106,976 

294,976 

Ghota Nagpur 

• • • 

• •• 

87,736 

102,670 

Madras 

« * • 


42,915 

49,770 

Central Provinces ... 

s • • 

aaa 

10,336 

27,856 

Burma 

• •• 

• • • 

8,642 

6,472 

Other places ... 

• •• 

• a a 

9,8(J8 

9,943 


Total 

• •• 

6,367,165 

4,831,534 

The destination of the sea-borne exports daring the past two years, was as 

follows ; — 



• 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 

i 

1 


r i 


No.* 

Cwts. 

No. 

Cwts. 

To Foreign porw— • 

United Hingdom ••• 

2,806,4*51 

181,486 

1,596,702 

112,656 

Other ports 

3,664,901 

266,806 

4,707,519 

841,776 

Total 

6,471,362 

448,292 

d, 304,221 

454,432 

To Indian ports 

16,720 

767 

6,992 

312 

a 

OsAMO ToI'AL 

6,488,072 

449,069 

• 6,310,213 

464,744 


The large decline to the United Kingdom is {ittributable to a diversion of 
shipments from the United Kingdom to Germany direct. The shipments to 
this latter country advanced by 73f per cent. Germany is said to be now the 
largest consumer of hides shipped from India. 

N 3 
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Tho import and export trade of Calcutta in salt duriog the 'past year, as 

compared “with the totals of the previous year) is 
given below : — 


Yeabs. 

IMFOBTS INTO CALCUTTA * 
BY BBA. 

Bxpoetb fbom Calcutta and Hoo(hilt* 

From 

ForelKn 

porta. 

From 

Indian 

porta. 

Total. 

Inland exports. 

Exports 
by sea. 

Grand 

Total. 

By the 

Indian 
Bail way. 

By tho 
Bastorn 
Bongfd 
State 
Railway. 

By 

inland 

steamer. 

By boat. 

By roid. 

Total. 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 ^ 

c 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 


Mds. 

Mdfi. 

iMds. 

Mils. 

Mda. 

Mds. 

i 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

1800-01 

80,83,848 

6,03,019 

02.87.467 

83,00.320 

18.50,078 

6.41,259 

29,37,036 

57.707 

82.01,406 

S.29.102 

84.90.608 

1801-02 

81,69,677 

0,83,219 

88,02,890 

34,98,220 

13,03,040 

0,83.283 

28.24.020 

56,313 

84/>4,S88 

2,81,552 

86,56,440 


The above figures show a decrease in the imports, but a rise in the exports. 
Owing to the falling off in imports, tho stocks in bond were largely drawn 
upon, and, at the close of the year, were reduced to 13,73,061 maunds, against 
23,46,432 maunds at the close of 1890-91. Tho sea-borne supply of salt into 
Calcutta during the past two years was derived from the following sources : — 


Quantities in tons. Quantities in Indian maunc 


r- 

^ 

rr 


1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Liverpool 

230,886 

193.917 

^2,85,240 

52,78,849 

Aden 

30,397 

32,321 

9,90,807 

8,79,841 

Bamhurg 

Arabian and Persian 

24,908 

60,822 

6,78,042 

16,55,709 

Gulfs 

24,600 

10,991 

6,67,104 

2,99,208 

Bombay 

20,595 

21,714 

1,547 

6,60,643 

6;9i;i03 

Madras 

1,590 

43,276 
• • • 

42,116 

Fougies 

• •• 

2,060 

66,070 

Other ports 

45 

• . • 

12,355 

4 

• • • 

Total ... 

€ 

339,336 

323,372 

92,37,467 

88,02,896 


In addition to tho above supply, the amount of indigenous salt carried to 
Calcutta by tho East Ihdian Railway was 375 maunds, against 1,264 maun^ 
in 1890-91. The distribution of tlie Calcutta supply during the past two 
years, is classified by provinces in the following statement: — 


0- 


1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1 


Mds. 

Mds. 

To Bengal • ... ... 

• • • 

44,55,005 

46,06,723 

jbihar * ... ... 

• •• 

26,44,324 

26,96.369 

„ North-Western Provinces and Oudh 

• •• 

8,34,044 

8,23,467 

,, lAssam ... ... 

««• 

6.14,196 

6,17,008 

„ Chota Nagpur . ... 

set 

2,73,695 

3,43,290 

„ Orissa ... ... 


40,119 * 

86,880 

„ Other Provinoes ... ... 

••• 

23 

1,161 

Total *' 


82,61,406 

. 84,24,8^ 

„ Sea-ports 


2,29,102 

2,31,552 

Obani) Total 

• •• 

84,90,508 

86,56,440 


The quantities of salt on which duty was paid in Calcutta ftnd the 24-Par> 
ganas during the past two years, as compared with the inland despatches from 
Calcutta in those years, are shown as follows : — 



Sea-imported 

Excise 

Total 

Sent into the 


fait. 

soli 

bleaianoes. 

interior. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

1890-91 

92,68,312 

Nil 

92,68,312 

84,90,608 

1891-92 

95,78,618 

Nil 

96,78,618 

86,66,440 


iMi-n.] 
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The difference between the two totals shown above would amount to 
9)22yl78 maunds, against 7|77)804 maunds in 1890-91, as representing the 
quantity available for consumption in Calcutta, the Suburbs, Hooghly, and a 
part of the 24*Par^nas districts 

The gross weight of the Calcutta traffic in saltpetre during the past year, 
Sawpbtms. compared with the figures of the previous year, 

1890-91. 1891-92. 

Mds. Mds. 

Imports ... ... 6,53,036 6,46,191 

Exports ... ... 5,49,399 5,42,204 

The imports were on a level with those of the previous year. The 
different provinces which contributed to this trade during the last two years, are 
as follows: — 


J3ili^r ... ... 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh 
Panjab 
Other places 

Total ... 


1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

4.13,264 

4,03,844 

1,76,757 

1,84,934 

62.988 

75,129 

27 

284 

6,63,036 

6,46,191 


Tho destination of the total exports by sea during the past two years, was 
to the following places : — 


To Foreign ports— 
United Kingdom 
Other Foreign ports 

Total 

To Indian ports— 
Madras 

Other Indian ports 
Total 
OitAim Totai. 



• .1890-91. 

1891-92. 

A. 

• 

Cwts. 

* Mds. 

t 

Cwts. 

Mds. 


136,357 

261,930 

1,85,597 

3,66,516 

128,578 

267,788 

1,75,009 

8,60,878 


398,287 

6,42,118 

386,366 

6,25,887 

• •• 

• • • 

• 

2,973 

703 

4,046 

957 

2,799 

4,280 

3,810 

5,825 


3,676 

6,003 

7,079 

9,635 

• ee 

401,963 

6,47,116 

393,445 

*5,35,522 


Lissns. 


The foreign trade was in much the same condition as in 1890-91. Tho 
decrease may be attributed to the low prices which ruled throughout the year. 
Among ** other foreign ports'’ there was a falling off to the United States and 
China, against increases to France, Mauritius, and to the Straits Settlements. 

The total weight of linseed imported into, and exported from, Calcutta 

during tho past year is compared below with the 
trade of the previous year : — 

1890-91. * 1801-92. 

Mds. Mds. 

Imports ... ... 71,57,064 , 82,59,828 

Exports ... ... 68,43,293 81,27,692 

At the close of the year high prices prevailed, and the large imports were 
readily taken up^ exchange and low rates of freiglit being favourable to busi- 
ness. The following are the different provinces from which linseed was 
imported daring tho past twh years 


Eihdr . ... 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh 18,49,607 
Idougsl ... ... 

Bajputasa and Central India 
‘Central Provinces ... 

Assam • •• .ae« 

Other places ... ... 

Total ... 


1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

38,87,928 

42,23,056 

18,49,607 

26,40,705 

10,33,072 • 

10,28,714 

1,47,727 

2,05,410 

97,096 

1,60,789 

1,21.797 

77,056 

19,837 

18,098 

71,07,064 

82,69,828 
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Tho sea-borne exports during the past two years were distributed as 
follows : — 

1890-91. 1891-92. 





Cwts. 

Mda 

r*— ^ 
Cwts. 

Mds'. 

To United Kingdom 
„ Other Eoreign ports ... 

3,749,422 

1,276,059 

51,03,380 

17,37,675 

4,687,771 

1.211,674 

63,80,677 

16,49,223 

Total of Foreign ports ... 
To Indian ports 

5,026,081 

1 

68,41,055 

1 

6,899,445 

70,995 

80,29,800 

96,632 

QiiAKD Totai. 

* 

5,026,082 

68,41,056 

5,970,440 

81,26,432 


Tho largo exports to the United Kingdom are ascribed to a decline in the 
imports into that country from Russia. Last year there was a remarkable fall 
in exports to tho United Staios, amounting to 84^ per cent., the figures being 
the lowest shown for many years. Tho reason for this is the enormous crop 
of flax seed iu that country during the past year. 

The aggregate quantity of mustard seed carried to and from Calcutta 
Mostibd 8BRD. durlug tho past two years, was as follows : — 

^1890-91. 1891-92. 

Mds. Mds. 

Imports ... ... 24,96,957 28,26,514 

Exports ... ... * 12,16,013 16,84,657 

« 

The continental crops of rape seed were not gbod during the past year, 
and larger imports were therefore necessary to supplement them ; hence tho 
increase in the imports shown above. The different provinces which contri- 
buted to the import trade during the past two years, are mentioned below : — 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Bih^r 

Assam 

Bengal 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh 
Other places , 

9,16,063 

7,58,466 

6,77,033 

2,05,631 

89.764 

8,.39,957 

7,76,134 

8,16,987 

3,74,165 

19,271 

Total 

24,96,957 

28,26,514 


As regards exports, the largest increase occurred in the quantities shipped 
from Calcutta by sea, the details whereof during the past two years are given 
in the subjoined table : — . 

1890-91. 1891-92. 


1 

To Foreign ports— 

United Kingdom 

Other Foreign ports .1, 

f- 

Cwts. Mds. 

329,022 4,47,835 

143,315 . 1,95,068 

o 1 

> 

Mds. 

2,98,982 

6,42,251 

Total 

472,337 ' 6.42,903 . 

691,617 

9,41,283 

To Indian ports 

t 

59,748 81,824 

143,603 

1,96)460 

Obamo Total 

632,085 7,24,227 

835,120 

11,36,698 


There wore large shipments to Belgium and Germany, against a heavy 
decline to the United Kingdom and a small one to France. Prices at one 
tune ruled high in the Homo markets, but large supplies having been sent by 
India caused a fall in value, the market at the close of the year being 
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The. registered trade 
Sn.K, Biw. 


of Calcutta in raw silk during the year 1891>92, as 
compared with the totals of the preyious year, was 
as follows : — 


1890-91. 1891-92. 

Mds. Mds. 

Imports ... 24,040 23,900 

Exports ... 23,447 22,930 


In the Calcutta market there was a fall in price, but this was more than 
recovered at the close of 1891. The quantity of silk sliipped from Calcutta by 
sea during the past two years, was destined as follows : — 


lbs. 

To Foreign ports— 

United Kingdom ... ^8,692 

Other Foreign ports ... 1,102,236 


Total ... 1,490,928 


To Indian ports — , 

Madras ... 260,612 

Other ports in Madras ^ 16,798 
Bombay ••• 1,232 

Burma ... 

Other Indian ports • ... I,7s4 


Total ... 291,728 


Okand Total ... 1,782,656 


1890-91. 1891-92. 




% 

Mds. 

lbs. 

Mds. 

4,724 

401,893 

4,884 

13,395 

1,060,611 

12,888 

18,119 

1,462,404 

17,772 


3,170 

281,589 

3,422 

204 

13,797 

167 

15 

572 

7 

135 

14,707 

179 

22 

1,514 

18 

3,546 

312,179 

8,793 

21,665 

1,774,583 

21,565 


There were increases to the United Kingdom and to France, but a heavy 
decline to Italy, where these was a large crop, and prices were consequently 


The total quantity of the Calcutta trade in sugar during the pa^t year, as 

compared with the trade of the previous year, is 
®''®*** given below : — . 


1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Imports 

Refined ... 8,84,658 

Unrefined ... 11,73,7^8 

7,39,929 

11,52,041 

Exports 

Refined 4,49,982 

Unrated 4,76,310 

3,99,140 

4,25,813 


The quantities of sugar consigned from the djfterent provinces are shown 
in the following statement:— 


Befined sugar. Unrefined sugar. 


1890^1. 




Mds. 

Bengal 

Bihur 


1,11,443 

10,306 

North-Western Provinces 

4,832 

and Oudh 

« ■ • 

Madras ••• 

• • « 

53,694 

Bombay 

Ftmign ports 

« t • 

• P • 

Other places 

... 

7,04,384 

Total 


8,84,658 


1801-92.' 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

1,04,539 

'7,71,626 

8,54,393 

10,191 

1,10,470 

ai;708 

4,621 

23,071 

15,136 

69, 760- 

5,685 

238 

6,878 

. • • 

... 


. • • 

1,90,207 

6,54,041 

2,62,946 

359 

7,39,929 

11,73,798 

11,62,041 
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Thd floa'borno exports during the past two jears were distributed as 
follows 


BbFINXC SOOJkB. 


TTirBSFtKED SVGAB. 



1890-91. 

1 

I 1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1 1891-02. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

1 

7 

8 

9 

1 

To Foreign ports 
,, Indian „ 

Mds. 

2,464 

43,187 

Cwts. 

1,803 

31,729 

1 Mds. 
4.04d 
62,028 

C^ts. 
2,976 1 
38,225 

Mds. 

674 ! 
13,762 

Cwts. 

422 1 
10,111 

Mds. 

16,127 

16,707 

Cwts. 

11,114 

11,640 

Total 

45,641 

33,532 

56.077 

41,200 

14.336 

10,533 

80,834 

22,654 


The following 
Tbji, 


statement shows the larade of Calcutta in Indian tea 
registered during the past two years : — 


1890-91. 


Mds. 





1891-92. 

r— 1 

Mds. lbs. 


Imports ... ... 12,44,626 102,414,884 13,88,930 114,289,143 

Exports ... ... 12,85,623 106,788, 0§1 14,55,078 119,732,029 

The demand generally throughout the year was for the finer descriptions 
of tea. A special feature of the trade was athe demand for teas for various 
new outlets, buyers for Bombay and the Colonies occasionally paying higher 
rates than could be paid by the London ‘market. There was a decline in the 
average value of teas .':<jld in Calcutta, the rate per lb. being annas 6 and pies 8, 
against annas 7 in the previous year. The advance in the imports is due to 
a larger outturn. The following statement shows the provinces from which 
Indian tea was imported 


1890-91. 


1891-92, 


Assam 

• •• 

Mds. 

9,27,504 

Bengal 

«« • 

3,01,523 

North-Wostom 

Provinces 

andOudh ... 

• • • 

4,865 

Panjab 


4,849 

Chota Nagpur 

• •• 

6,462 

liihdr 

• « • 

403 

Other places 

• « * 

29 

Total 

••• 

• 

12,44,625 


.A.. 



Mds. 

lbs. 

76,320,329 

10,18,437 

83,802,816 

24,811,003 

3,48,958 

28,714,258 

400,320 

8,684 

714,570 

399,003 

5,848 

481,207 

448,622 

6,789 

476,352 

33,16] 

1,157 

95,205 

2,386 

57 

4,736 

102,414,884 

13,88,930 

114,289,148 


The destination of the '4»tal exports during the past two years, was to the 
following places; — 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 

To Foreign ports— 

Mds. 

lbs! 

Mds. 

lbs. 

United Kingdom 

OthoT Foreign porta 

16,03,876 

65,982 

89,0&1,805 

5,429,372 

13,34,761 

69,913 

•109,831,776 

6,752,849 

Total of Foreign porta 

... 12,69,858 

104,491.177 

14,04,674 

115.584,6^ 

To Indian ports— 





Bombay 

Madras 

Other Indian ports 

11,469 

839 

920 

942,886 

69,928 

76,749 

45,340 

1,143 

1,227 

3,730,884 

93,886 

100,967 

Total of Indian ports 

;3,218 

1.087,663 

47,710 

8,926,737 

Qband Total 

12,83,076 

105,678.840 

14,52,384 

119,510,352 






1891^.3 


TS&DE, 


isr 


Regarding the trade with the United Kingdom, it is stated that at the 
beginning of the year prices in London were fairly good, but they soon ^ve 
way, and there^ was a marked fall. The teas of the new crop which arrived 
in June were fairly satisfactory, and sold readily, but afterwards the quality 
fell off, causing prices to decline except for a few China, Assam, and Darjeeling 
kinds. Heavy auctions followed and caused the price of the commoner kinds to 
fall to the lowest point ever touched. Concerning the trade with coast ports, 
one of the most satisfactory features of the year’s traffic was the very large 
expansion in the exports to Bombay, where there was a very strong demand at 
times for the teas suitable for that market, and high prices were paid. This 
tea is principally re-shipped to the Persian Gulf. 

The total weight of the tobacco trade of Calcutta during the past year is 

compared below with the figures of the preceding 
Tobacco. . — 

1890-91. 1891-92. 

lids. Mds. 

Imports ... ... 4,98,455 6,38,864 

Exports ... ... 3,45,388 3,91,953 

The increase is due to a better outturn in Northern Bengal and Bihiir. 
There was at the same time a good demand for this article, both for local 
consumption and export. The following statement shows in detail the different 
provinces from which tobacco uffis consigned to Calcutta during the past two 
years 





1890-91. 

1891-92. 



• 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Bengal 


• • • 

4,84,463 

6,21,261 

Bihar 

e*t 


47,177 

78,164 

Burma 

eee 


6,060 

6,816 

Madras 


e»e 

4,118 

4,995 

Orissa 

• es 

• •• 

958 

1,242 

North-Western Provinces and 



Oudh 


• •e 

224 

18,912 

Other places 

• • • 

• • • 

5,455 

7,474 


Total 


4,98,455 

6,38,864 

The details of the 

sea-borne exports from Calcutta during the pat 

years were as follows ■ 

m 






1890-91. 

1891-92. 



r— V' 

^ ^ 

r* “*■' 



lbs. 

Mds. 

• lbs. Mds. 

To Indian porta— 



• 

. 

Uadras ... 

• • ■ 

141,464 

1,719 . 

98*. 461 1,196 

Bombay ... 

««e 

9,422 

116 

10,135 128 

Burma ... 

eve 

11,066,458 

1,84,468 

14,178,492 1,72,211 

Other Indian ports 
• 

OM 

2,216,779 

26,928 . 

2,096,809 26,483 

Total 

•ae 

• 

13,433,123 

1,63,260 

16,376,897 1,99,013 

To Porwgn ports— 

• 




United Kingdom 

• •• 

17,222 

210 

17,052 131 

Other For^ ports 

••• 

377,632 

4,688 

710,714 .8,63r 

Total 

• •• 

394,764 

4,798 

727,766 8,868 

QsuiiDToxiX. 


13,827,877 

1,68,048 

17,108,663 2,07,881 


The large ai^rts to Bunna aare r^orted to be duo to the failure of the 
tobacco crop in Upper Burma. Lookmg to the foreign trade, Jlauiitivs has 
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again taken the largest quantity, and there was a resumption of exports to 
Belgium, the shipments to that country being 120,000 lbs. during the year. 

The, metal trade, which showed a falling off in 1 890*91, revived during the 

year. The imports of galvanized iron, including 
corrugated-iron roofing, which had shown ^ an 
advance in the preceding year, suffered a heavy fall in 1891-92, owing, it is 
supposed, to the large imports in the previous year having been in excess 
of actual requirements. There have been two marked features in the metal 
trade — the large importation of Japan copper, and the re-shipment of copper 
to the United Kingdom. 

Notwithstanding the levy of a duty of 6 pies per gallon on mineral oil 

from February 1888, the trade in this article has 
Minbrai:. on.. continued to expand in a remarkable manner, as 

will bo seen from the following figures : — 


1887 - 88 

1888 - 89 

1889 - 90 

1890 - 91 

1891 - 92 


Gallons. 

19 , 099,834 

20 , 140.984 

27 , 419,074 

29 , 094,114 

84 , 874,899 


Us. 

74 , 12,509 

85 , 07,955 

1 . 18 . 08 .. ‘590 

1 . 25 . . 55. 206 
1 , 34 , 49,052 


The increase in 1891-92 was principally duo to greatly enhanced shipments 
of Russian oil, the prejudice against which article, due, as supposed, to its 
defective packing, is now disappearing. The imports of Russian oil rose 
from 2,157,592 gallons, valued at Rs. 8,94,*i371, in 1890-91 to 10,561,006 
gallons, valued at Rs. 38,23,420, in 189^-92, while those from America sliow a 
falling off of 3,851,695 gallons. 

Under the head of wines and liquors there was a decrease in value of 

Rs. 43,027 in malt liquors, Rs. 1,90,074 in spirits, 

Wises awd lkjitobs. 64,950 in wincs. The only spirit which 

continues to increase steadily in importation is whisky. The trade in rum is 
now very small, the tot,il quantity received being only 2,643 gallons. 

The imports of malt liquors, spirits, wincs, and liqueurs during the past 
five years, are shown in the following table : — 


Ale, beer, and porter. Spirits. Wines and liqueurs. Total value. 

Gals. Kb. Gala. Ks. Gals. Bs. Bs. 

1887 - 88 717,648 14 , 47,306 295,032 23 , 41,402 121,596 11 , 81,485 49 , 70,193 

1888 - 89 791,099 15 , 05,929 330,709 24 , 77,925 124,771 12 , 56,486 62 , 39,340 

1889 - 90 883,412 16 , 96 , 84.3 295,097 19 , 98,568 124,067 12 , 04,912 49 , 00,323 

1890 - 91 732,827 13 , 94,049 319,844 21 , 72,683 124,176 12 , 22,183 47 , 88,916 

1891 - 92 688,963 13 , 51,022 291,967 19 , 82,609 121,286 4 , 67,227 44 , 90,858 


From these figures it is! observed that in the last five years, in spite of 
the decrease in the value of the rupee, the price per gallon of malt liquors has 
fallen from Rs. 2-0-3 to Re. 1-15-4, and of spirits from Rs. 7-14-11 to Rs. 6-12-7, 
while the value of wines ancLliqueurs has fallen in a smaller ratio from Rs. 9-11-5 
to Ks. 9-8-7. In the case of malt liquors, this is believed to oe due to the 
gradual substitution of light cheap German beers for the stronger and somewhat 
more costly English liquors; v^ile thoreduotionof the value of roirits probably 
means that the quality of the bulk of the imports is inferior. The whisky in 
particular is said to be cheaper, stronger, and more unwholesome thm ordinary 
country spirit. The continued advance in the demand for this epirit. is there- 
fore scarcely a matter for congratulation. Wine, on the other hand, has remained 
nearly stationary, and has probably not undergone any marked deterioration 
of quality. 

Among other items, it mky be observed that the imports of coal, which 

showed a decline in 1890-91, show a rise of 135^ 
per pent, in the year under review, though the 
figures are still below the average of former years. At the same time the use 
of country coal on board steamers continues to increase, and for this purpose 
English coal is said to be losing giound. 
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INLAND AND SEA-BORNE TRADE OP CHITTAGONG. 


The total quantity of goods of all kinds imported’into, and exported from, 
Chittagong by country^boats registered during 1891-92, U comj^red below 
with the figures for the previous year:— 


Imports 

Exports 

Total 


1890-91. ■ 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

14,06,337 

14,71,801 

4,13,491 

6,03,866 

18,19,828 

20,75,667 


The following comparative statement shows the value of this trade and of 
the sea-borne trade during the past two years:— 


Inland trade 
Sea-borne trade 



Imports. 


Es. 

1890-91 . 

.. 45,96,536 

1891.92 . 

.. 64,60,317 

1890-91 . 

.. 1,23,93,091 

1891-92 . 

.. 1,05,89,379 


Exports. Total. 

Its. 

26,60,984 ^,57,520 

42,24,236 96,89,553 

1,63,69,164 2,87,62,265 

1,37,25,817 2,43,06,196 


The subjoined statement shows in a combined form the total traffic in 
the principal staples carried to and from Cliittagong by country-boats and by 
sea during the past two years. , The chief fluctuations are explained in the 
following paragraphs:— 


•csss—.——- 



IMPORTS INTO CHITTAGONG. 



EXPORTS PROM CHITTAGONG. 


NiMl Of BIAFU. 

BT COUKTBT. 
SOATS. 

BTCOAc-TINO AND 
VOEBIUM VhBSKLB. 

Totai. 

Bt codnttw. 

1 OOATB. 

Bt COABTIWO AND 
FOKElOa VEttSHLB. 

Total. 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity, 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

jQuontity. 

Value. 

Qi^antit} 

1 Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 


8 

4 

6 

0 


8 

0 

10 
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Md8. 

Bii. 

MdB. ' 

Rs. 

Md». 

Re. 

Mds. 

Rs, 

Mds. 

Rs. 

Mds. 

Re. 

Lime and 
itune. 

llme.il80O>9l 
i 1891.08 

i5,m 

7,182 

7,690 

6,842 

10,981 

6,414 

8,400 

2,792 

26,353 

.12,536 

13,170 

8,114 

1,020 

12,410 

813 

0,308 


8 

1.680 

12,414 

613 

9,316 

Cotton, raw 

(1890-91 
■ \ 1891-92 

2*,7fi7 

40,700 

4.87,266 

8,40,600 

61 

87 

7li6 

IBB 

92,849 

46,727 

4.28,081 

8,40,7(15 

16,59.*) 

4B,71'0 

3,11,150 

8,22,009 

80,BKt 

63,962 

8,09,609 

4,07,544 

.87,484 

08,762 

B,80.7.'.5 

12,80.144 

<^^.‘'1“ “‘{IK 

•el 

e 

766 

499 

66,618 

33,403 

768 

499 

65,018 

33,403 

1,882 

9,432 

•1,18,801 

2,49,448 

40 

71 

1,609 

2,717 

1.929 

2,603 

1,15,621 

8,43,109 

“’.'SI 

tea 


!!! 

13,02,609 

15,46,051 


13,93,509 

15,46.061 

!!! 

li 

... 

6,947 

6,661 


4,00.660 

6,11.780 

Jute, raw 

(1800-91 

11801-81 

4,018 

6,871 

]S.fl3l 

26.366 

22.40,758 

12,83,863 

87,62,032 

08,76,790 

23,44.809 

l2,H9,12i 

87,75, !fi3 
09,62,116 

380 

50 

1 . 1 S 8 

950 

19,00,870 

13,89,224 

1,1(1,38,062 

79,14,013 

19,(17,260 

13,20.274 

1,10,40,150 

70.16,168 

Gunny bagi 

(1800.01 

•■•U891-0i 

;;; 

§ 

::: 

‘98,419 

1,88,970 

;;; 

08,419 

1,28,970 

... 

.t. 

• 

•;• 

11,789 

3,252 

!!’. 

11,980 

3.969 

Eioe 

(1690Jn 

■••ll88W)0 

6.68,448 

6,74.770 

16.36,796 

19,38,990 

4,471 

80,417 

11,476 

66,345 

6.89,917 

6.96,1'J6 

16,48,878 

19.96,336 

8.5W 

4,4^ 

6,689 

12.650 

Mo.144 

7,48,127 

17,81,207 

24,73.721 

6.83,464 

7,52,627 

17,39,966 

14,86.371 

Paddy ... 

nfi90*01 

"'11601.09 

4,67.918 

8.74.018 

6,86,082 

0,08,793 

2.607 

7,069 

8,430 

8,134 

4,69,855 

3.81,701 

0,88,468 

6,16.927 

... 

... 

9,10.156 

8,98,862 

8,80,628 

4,99,053 

1,80.166 

8,06,252 

9,20,683 

4,99,963 

Hidei and ikios 

8,671 

6,488 

1.04,401 

41,82,130 

83 

6 

664 

430 

8,004 

6.433 

1,(16,066 

1.82,600 


8,693 

1,08,391 

6,916 

7,003 

1.81,890 

9,41,058 

0.110 

10,603 

1,67,608 

3.40,369 

Ollf 

(1890.01 

•‘*11801.98 

9,028 

7,943 

06,040 

88.067 

1,18,488 

1,27,330 

4,03,816 

4.60.738 

1,87.616 

6.86,289 

5.88,866 

8,38,506 

11,148 

90,302 

1,16,041 

8.08.729 

18,658 

8,7t6 

68,881 

82,960 

88, too 
99,00) 

1,70,868 

2,40,615 

MflUli and inann- 

16.48^ 

8.14,739 

6,944 

66,763 

•90,486 

3,80,485 

16,039 

3,76,046 

137 

8,130 

17,200 

8.B3.178 

taetarei 

tell. 

86.884 

1.63,169 

8,733 

08,646 

18.877 

8.89.798 

84,616 

4,40,616 

306 

6^648 

94,021 

4,68,868 

Salt 

(1800.01 
•"1 1681.08 

49$ 

•aa 

... 

5, 18, As 
1,00,870 

4,40.688 

1,48,888 

8,19,976 

1,93,679 

4,40.633 

1,4B,2m8 

2,37.817 

9,47,646 

7,79,006 

7.11,082 

8,18,197 

l,93.4iKI 

8,48,337 

2,32,136 

4^60,014 

4.41,142 

10,81,948 

8.44.1'20 

MatartNSitlitllmiM 

1047^ 

8,888 

40.764 

10.886 

6,806 

8300 

19,867 

19,887 

1B.B78 

80,038 

68,031 
80, U3 

1,440 

1,70O< 

6,000 

7,607 

• ■1 

•;t 

■ 1,440 

1,700 

3,940 

7,607 

SpICM ... 

(110041 

■"11801-08 

18488 

88.008 

3,08,011 

8.63.903 

1,170 
. 1,088 

80,983 
• 81,700 

, 10,893 
84,000 

8,80,833 

8,86,911 

12,017 

10,913 

9,18,411 

4,98,719 

7,726 

18,764 

48,609 
. 09,476 

80,648 

86,967 

9,61,960 * 
6.56.197 

Bniat ... 

(169041 

••'1160149 

81,859 

48,788 

1,9(W68 

2,0ia84 

11.640 

17,880 

1.84,048 

l,6d,160 

43,101 

68.069 

9,11,003 

4,30.484 

88.678 

06.9ii7 

1,21.178 

404 

428 

1,704 

1.040 

10,‘*46 

88,300 

97,061 

1.92.624 

Tiu’ - 

ni80« 

.-*1180148 

Mt 

... 

4 

4 

104 

906 

4 I 

4 

194 

808 

999 

... 

14,305 

16,191 

6.67.168 
, 6.18,089 

14.809 

16,181 

5,67,162 

0,12,620 

1!bbaeeo ... 

-las 

8,198 

>\4S8 

88,888 

1,18.120 

0,998 

0,116 

(63,449 

98.«S 

18,101 

98,508 

1,88,077 

9.19.536 

• 7,874 
13,150 

61,024 

1,16,431 

iia 

266 

•2.497 

8,612 

8,017 

18,444 

63,451 

1,82.0(8 
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BENGAL ADMINISTBAHON BEPOBT. 


C189L0S. 


The decrease under this head occurred in the importations from 

Narayanganj, and isattributable to a limited demand) 
Lime ui mes one. Qwing to large accumulation of stocks of the pre- 

vious year.,, 

The heavy increase in the cotton trade, both imports and exports, was 

the result of the unprecedentedly good crop of that 
Cotton, raw. Staple in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The consign- 

ments to Calcutta showed a considerablo rise, namely, 55,006 maunds against 
26,263 maunds in 1890-91, but to Narayanganj they showed a falling off of 2,880 
maunds during the past year. 

There has again been a decrease in the imports of twist and yarn, 
^ ^ , followed by a larger supply of piece-goo^ to 

o oniwis an yam. Chittagong from Calcutta. The figures under 

exports, however, show an increase, which indicates that the loom demand in 
the interior of Chittagong was met partly from the stocks of previous years. 
Begarding the largo increase in the importation of piece-goods from 
„ ^ Calcutta, the Administration Report of the Chitta- 

piece-goods are gradually driving out country-made cloths from the market, 
but a considerable percentage of the advance was due to clothing for the 
Military police and transport followers in the South Lushai Hills. 

The considerable decline in the jute trade is ascribed to a short crop, 

and to the destruction by fire of a large quantity 
of this article at Nkrayanganj. The destination of 
the exports by sea during the past two years, was as follows : — 


Quantity 

Yoluo 


Mds. 

Hs. 


1890-91. 

18,77,914 

1,15,40,673 


1891-92. 

12,71,350 

76,10,364 


Owing to the scarcity in the Madras Presidency, the trade in rice 
■p. , . . received a stimulus during the year under report, 

nice and paddy. following figures show for the past two years 

the imports of rice and paddy into Chittagong by country boats : — 


'Rico 

Paddy 


Mds. 


1890-91. 

6,85,446 

4,57,348 


1891-92. 

6,74.779 

3,74,642 


The exports of rice from that port to foreign countries during the past 
two years, were as follows ; — 


Ride 


Cwts. 

Mds. 


1890-91. 

223,638 

3,04,396 


1891-99. 

276,487 

3,74,968 


The increase was due chiefly to larger shipments to the Mauritius and 
the West Indies. There were also smaller increases in the consignments to the 
Maldives, Reunion, and Zanzibar. 

According to the coasting trade returns, the quantities of rice and paddy 
shipped for the different coast ports during the past two years, wore as 
follows : — * 


Paddy 


1 Cwta 
I Mds. 


1890-91. 

164,400 
... 2,10,166 



1891-92. 
M. 231,978 
... 3,16,748 


Last year there were larger shipments to Madras, Cochin, Bombay, and 
Rangoon.^ ‘ . 

The increase in this trade was due probably to the prevalenee of a cattle 
Hides ind skins. epidemic (cattle-pox) during the past year. 
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Th« decrease in the imports of salt is stated to be due partly to the fact 
that there was a surplus stock of salt at the com- 
mencement of tho year out of the prerious year’s 
very large importations, and partly to the state of exchange. 

- The quantity of salt exported from Chittagong by country boats during 
the past two years, was despatched to the following districts 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

To Chittagong 

2,10,541 

2,12,432 

„ Noakbali 

23,364 

23,308 

Daooa (Narayanganj) 


10,150 

„ Other (iistriots .• 

3,912 

1,756 

Total 

2,37,817 

2,47,646 


Besides these supplies, the quantity of salt shipped for Narayanganj by sea- 
going vessels was 1,93,496 maunds, against 2,12,197 maunds in 1890-91. 

The increase in the country boat traffic under this head is due chiefly 
to larger transactions in chillies, both as regards 
imports and exports. The increase in tho exports 
by coasting vessels is also attributable to the same cause. 

The increase in the import sugar traffic was due to greater local demand, 
chiefly for the purpose of making confectionery. 
The details as regards refined and unrefined sugar 

are given below : — 


1890-91. 


1891-92 


Mds. Mds. 

Sugar, lefinod ... 17,137 25,750 

„ oniefinod ... 25,964 37,302 


There was a small increase in the quantity of tea exported. The quality 
_ of the tea manufactured was, however, not con- 

**’ “ “■ Bidered up to the standard of previous years. The 

climate of the district, it is said, is becoming too dry for tea, but thp change 
BO far cannot be called anything but casual. 


SEA-BORNE TRADE OF ORISSA. 


The followings figures illustrate the trade of the Orissa ports, exclusive of 
Government transactions, during the last two years z— . ^ 


Poms. 

1MPOBT9. 

ExroBTS. 

Gband Toxai. 

knfflo. 

Bpede. 

Total. 

Goode 

traffic. 

Bpoole. 

ToUI. 

Goods 

traffic. 

Bpooie. 

Total. 

1 

B 

3 

• 4 

6 

. . 

e 


8 

0 

10 

jmosi 

-tun^ 

Ortirt ...{}gS 

P.H ...{SJS 

Bs. 

HW,471 

1,41,519 

^89»840 

9,R14 

liva 

Bi. 

OB0.8T 

W8,50* 

Ai. 

55,00.804 

74.08,971 

1,41.510 

38.840 

9,814 

6,501 

-,Bi. 

4(l;78,671 

94,18.837 

90,15,454 

41.65.904 

5.38,084 
6.67,0 to 

Bfl. 

5,67,066 

4,33,803 

••6 

•ai 

•at 

Ba. 

40.11.550 

48,40,130 

80,16,454 

41,65,994 

5,38,984 

6,67,016 

Ba. 

9fnS,896 

1,18,84,708 

81,66,978 

41,98,634 

6,48,708 

6,63,407 

Ba. 

6,75,866 

6,17,393 

siooc 

Ba. 

1.01,78.861 

1,88^48,101 

81.56,973 

41,04,834 

; 5.48,708 

0.63.407 

T4,«B,67B 

90,870 

80,500 

67,18.087 

75.88,178 

75.78,000 

01.88,897 

6,87,980 

4.33.598 

81,69,905 

05,68,190 

1,81,08,100 

1,06.80,040 

0,78,886 

6.19.808 

1.8S.78,0M 

1,71.00.348 


There has been a steady improvement in the sea-borne trade of all three 
ports; ^ value of the entire trade having risen 23 per cent, over the totals of 
the previous year. 
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The following statement shows for the past two jears the different direo* 
tions followed by the tmde, both as regards imports and exports : — 



Imports from. 

Exports to. 


1890-91. 

1891-92- 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Us. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Calcutta and 

other 




Indian ports 

56,13,368 

75,31,728 

66,09,722 

64,78,977 

Foreign ports 

98,659 

6,444 

25,60,273 

40,83,193 

Total 

67,12,027 

75,38,172 

81,59,995 

96,62,170 


The quantities and values of the important articles of traffic imported into 

Orissa during the past two years, are given in the 
subjoined table : — 


Imports. 


PfilMClPAL ABTICLES. 


Cotton twist and f European lbs. 
yarn ... I Indian . . 

Cotton piece-goods [ 

Other non-intoxicating drugs „ 
Gunn; bags ... ... No. 


JMutals 
Oils 
Gheo 
Spices 
Betel-nuts 
Salt 

Treasure 


Cwts. 

Gals. 

lbs. 


Cwts. 

Ks. 


Quantity. 


Vaiub. 


1 English weight. 

Indian weight. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

2 

3 

4 

5 



Mds. 

Mds. 

8,306.925 

1,111,600 

40,189 

13,508 

1,408,400 

4,769,730 

17,110 

••• 

57,866 

1,6iT.143 

• •• 

2,098,000 

16,iT,U3 

• •s 

20,98,000 

16,594 

23,098 

22,586 

31,439 

641,303 

120.671 

53,280 

9,282 

29,782 

26,360 1 

363 

m 

1.612.783 

1.985,423 

18,386 

23.886 

4,487,294 

5,918,486 

54,534 

71,865 

162,460 

... 

••• 

2,07c6l5 

.. 

... 


1890-01. 


Us. 

14,66.703 

4,98,007 

6,81,485 

7,606 

8,19.648 

8,33,686 

4,02,104 

2,74,523 

10,824 

1,81,049 

4,11,602 

2,23,764 

90,870 


1891-92. 


Bs. 

8,84,208 
17,27,671 
6,48.241 
3,792 
1.51,998 
4,72,169 
6,47,489 
1,61 ,061 
9,385 
2.68.627 
6,51,824 

85,600 


The following statement shows tho quantity and value of. tho principal* 
Exports. * staples in the export trade during the past year, as 

compared with the totals of the previous year: 


1 

Pbiwcipal abticles. 

, Quantity. 

VaIiUB. 

English weight. 

Indian weight. 

1890-91. 

1891-92, 

1800 91. 

1891-02. 

1890-91. 

1891-02. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

o 

6 

6 

7 

e 

Eico ••• ••• Cwts. 

Paddy .t. ,• 

Uidoff ... ... No. 

Lac, stick «nd other kinds . . . CJIw ts. 
Oil-seeds ... ... „ 

Timber and sleepers „• „ 

Silver (treasure) ... ... Bs. 

Jute, raw ... ... 

1,733,307 

123,811 

216,060 

2,683 

187,074 

11,100 

44^240 

L 

l,3tlb,260 

85,013 

256,888 

6,459 

83,624 

19,961 

48)564 

1 

Mds. 

23,59,819 

1,68,580 

2,16,060 

3,652 

1,86,573 

15,108 

(16)216 

Mds. • 

18,86,479 

1,16,712 

2,66,888 

7,430 

1,13,821 

27,165 

66)0S7 

Bs. 

58,23,976 

1,78,159 

3,77,198 

39,463 

6.91,894 

86,392 

6,87,986 

1.40/KlS 

Bs. 

56,58,896 

1.83,400 

4,60/125 

74,762 

8,40,970 

89,088 

4,39,898 

2,24,886 

+ 


Tho chief export was rice, and it was largely shipped for Madras and other 

Bice sad paddj. pnces which ruled during 

the year. 
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COUNTRY BOAT TIUFFIO ON THE NADIA RIVERS, 


In the following statement the aggregate weight and value of all kinds 
of, goods earned downwards and upwards by country boats on the Nadia 
rivers daring the past year, are compared with the figures of the previous 
year: — 


J890-91 ... 
1891.8S ... 


Dowv-stbbah. 

Weight Value. 

Mds. Ri. 

69,0t'^20 2,38,39,853 
63,38,107 2,49.03,205 


Ur-8TBEAK. 

t — 

Weight. Value. 


Mds. Bs. 
23,91.613 79.29,531 
28,38,701 1,00, 541.780 


Totax.. 

Weight. Value. 


Mds. Ra. 
92,95.738 3.17,69,394 
91,76,808 3.49,57,985 


Owing to an obstruction at the entrance of the Mathabhanga river, as 
stated in last year’s report, a portion of the traffic, which would ordinarily have 
been carried by that route, had to pass through the Jalangi river, which 
remained open during the dry season, and hence the fluctuations noticed above 
in the traffic carried along those two rivers. The proportion of the Calcutta 
traffic to the total trade was 62*17 per cent, in the down traffic, and 24*64 per 
cent, in the up traffic. 

The number of laden boats which passed down and up the Nadia rivers 
daring 1891-92 was 28,009, against 27,377 in the previous year. The princi- 
pal articles in the down-stream traffic registered during the past two years, 
are shown below : — • 




DOVrzr-STBlilK traffic BBai&TeUBD at- 

pRoPORTioir OF Calcutta 

TRAFFIC TO TUB TOT Ah 















Total. 


TRADJt. 


PttTMGlPAi:. STAPLM. 



Ktshan- 

gauj. 


1 







Jangipur.* 

Nttdia. 

Hanikhali. 

(^uanUly.j 

Value. 

Into 1 
Calcutta. 

Into 

other 

places. 

Total. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

8 

6 

7 

* 1 

9 

10 



Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 


Mda. 

Rh. 

' Mds. 

Mda. 

Mds. 

Indieo 

(1800-01 

-Utwi-os 

... 

J22 


1 Hd*. 

122 

24.N88 


32 

123 

.«■ 

40 



40 1 

7,6® 

® 

® 

Juto, raw 

( isoo-oi 

20,781 

8,40,805 

11,318 

3,46,681 

10,31,465 

S2,.32,7()3 

8,00.646 

2,27,820 

10,.34,406 

73.303 

0,80.7® 

11,4:10 

2,10,200 

0,56,833 

47,70,165 

7.61,724 

2,04,1® 

0,66,833 

Wheat 

(1800.01 
•“ 1 1801-92 

4,04,203 

3,63,771 

2,674 

.3.3,763 

7,94,301) 

19,85,750 

7.00,105 

4,196 

7,04,3® 

3,54,911 

3,08.101 

045 

42,455 

7,6i;,475 

22,03,610 

7.64,2® 

12.260 

7.®, 475 

1 

Bice not in the hiuk ... {|soil 92 

40,085 

3,14,811 

602 

3,23,261) 

8,70,558 

17.83,840 

«,13,176 

0(n38£ 

6,79,568 

17,070 

0,68,840 

... 

22,210 

5,08,138 

17,10,647 

5,44,077 

54,®i 

6.08;i38 

1>o. in the hu»k 

( 1800-01 
-11801-82 

2.519 

1,476 

2.500 

10,070 

®2 

14..50.4 ^ 

21,848 

1,978 

12,687 

14,606 

2,570 

10,507 

210 

34,880 * 

40,4-40 

1,563 

S.'1.S33 

24,8H6 

Gram and pulBo 

(1800-91 
- Ub»l-»2 

2.52,003 

4,65.043 

3,03,202 

10.291 

2,30,371 

0,03,437 

24,DR,K)3 

0,®,23l 



2,10,U50 

32.540 

2,45,080 

7,80,902 

14,74.405 

7,56,104 

34,858 

7,®,0® 

Othnr RDFUiir and rain C 1890-01 

1,05.710 

3,03.851 

850 

®2 

4,10,603 

1 7,18.655 

4/F9.856 

7® 

4.10.608 

cropa* ...' ... 

... 11801-92 

67,042 

3,04,006 

1 ® 

2,030 

4,46,208 

7,70,114 

4,38,051 

0,557 

4,45,203 

. 

(1890-01 

U801-W 

4,03,009 

1,00,477 

6,885 * 

77,978 

7,37.2® 

1 29,48.096 

7.33,405 

3.784 

7..37,2® 

Linseed 

4,01,000 

2,08,117 

0,143 

22,2111 

7,27,5:10 

.’i0,hl,080 

7,24,000 

2.837 

7,27,530 

UMtuduidmpeieed 

2,77,330 

1,84,707 

46 

40,020 

5,02,720 

20,73.7!l) 

e 4.36,170 

07,641 

6,®.720 

8,01,057 

80,668 

... 

39,177 

3,18,902 

13,63,106 

2,09,0® 

®,772 

3.18.302 

Other oll.8eedt ... 

(1800.01 

“'U801-82 

69,403 

4,681 

190 

m 

64,498 

2,54,2® 

®.n4 


64,408 

1,81,878 

21,002 

200 

301 

1,63,301 

6,21,(»5 

1,62,144 

1.217 

1,®.®1 

Qhse 

(1800-01 

12,805 

8,086 

10,878 


in 

15,790 

S,10,®6 

16,6® 

250 

15.790 

13.805 

... 

6 

23,047 

8,30,408 

22,055 

1,602 

23.6*7 

Saltpetre 

(1800-01 
- 11801-02 

l,0t8 

'“825 

... 


1,649 

9,470 

1,648 


1,048 

5,367 

... 

... 

M72 

36.280 

6,002 

... 

5,002 

Other Ballne stthstanees 

l.n«7b3 

14,288 

ShO 

... 

1S8,25! 

6,S0,.381 

1.16.022 

2.220 

1,18,261 

1,23,000 

16,2® 

eOOO ! 

*100 

1,38,010 

7,04.274 

1..33,®0 


1,38,9® 

Sugar, leflned ... 

(1800-01 

-11801-02 

8,680 

335 

1 

V 

20 

9,01.5 

12,104 

04,658 

6,073 

2.042 

0,015 

12,143 

1 a* 


... 

1,21,040 

5,436 

6,0<9 

13,101 

Tkk» UBreflijgd 

(1890-01 

*"11801-02 

10,373 

050 

1,096 

0,202 

17,120 

S3,400 

5.028 

11,492 

17,120 

5,111 

383 

0X6 

4,104 

10,513 

47,3® 

1,051 

8,6® 

« 10,013 

Silk, mir (Indian) 

c 1881-OS 1 

1,508 

1,711 

... 

... 


1,5® 

1,711 

6,61.561 

6,34,687 

458 

063 

1,050 

7M 

1,608 

Ull 

JfanniiBetarea of 

lUk (1800-011 

88,176 

... 

... 

••• 

... 

28,175 


28,176 

23,173 

(ladiu)* .M 

... 1 1891.02 

... 

... 

... 

««« 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

HidMt 

11 

Mi>- 



... 

612 

iVsos 

®,0S8 

14,386 

612 

14,808 

... 

*.73S 

.M 

... 

5.733 

16,407 

6,733 

•*• 

6,733 

Thbaeeii. mmiRnnAie- ( 1890-81 

80,990 


260 

83 

1,38,840 

10,76,010 

25,850 

1,12,200 

1,®.840 

■ - 

tfinlwp ' 

...11891.02 

80^817 

1|M,817 

• 

400 

^ 1 f4l)|882 

12.®, 328 

52,308 

1,08,624 

1,®,8S2 

fUKhW 

68.2U 

4.080 


® 

60.361 

1.1U21 

®,980 


66.M1 

1V62 

6,005 

Ml 

... 

21,649 

®,206 

17,880 


21.0® 


* MMBfAOtttrM o£ Bilk we ehown ecoordlng to value io rapoos. | t Uid«B ere nhown aooardiog to numlier. 
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The trade in the principal staples carried upwards during the past two 
years, is exhibited in the following statement : — 


■ 



l*i*-SrnEA.M TBAFFIC RKaidXEREil 

AT— 


Pbofortiov of Calcutta 

TRAFFIC TO TltS « 
TOTAL TRAllR, 




Ik ihIiuh— 


Total. 



Jangipur. 

jNadiu. 

i 

fittiij. 

1 

Uanskhali. 

^^uantity. 

Value. 

From 

Calcutta. 

From 

other 

ptacea. 

Tout. 

1 

1 

i 

3 1 

4 1 

5 

0 

7 

8 

0 

10 



Mda. 

Mdit. 

Mdi. 

Mdn. 

Mds. 

Ha. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds, 

Coal and ooko ^ 

'ISDO-Dl 

as.oss 

1,26,373 

1.215 

36,870 

2,03,446 

76.202 

1,64,228 

66,218 

2,03.440 




1,37,720 

... 

17.810 

2,4.).070 

02,230 

2.14,140 

31.830 

2,45,070 


iaD0.»l 




00 

GO 

4.176 

60 

20 

60 

i'ki\ ton twist and yarn 
(European) . . ' ... 















101 

101 

3.232 

101 


101 


r 1800-91 

22,240 

87.440 

472 

20.930 

1,31,011 

3,43.004 

17,016 

1,13,005 

1,31,011 

Rioo not in the husk ... 

1 











(.1801-02 

00.302 

92.890 

530 

10,615 

1,73,487 

4.08,775 

17,130 

1.5G.:)67 

1,73,487 


1890-01 

1.0.'j4 

53,364 

1,04,687 

1,27^016 

2,80,421 

4.31.132 

1,08,905 

1,80,616 

2.89,421 

Do. in tho hiiNk 












1 1801-02 

977 

07,427 

1.77.01 4 

33,793 

• 

2.80,110 

4.5.5.198 

74,032 

2,06,084 

2.80,116 

ItYin and its manufac- 

/ 1800-01 

10.1^13 

5.071 

6 

• 

6.3i;0 

2vS,8V)4 

1,41,470 

26,186 

2,700 

48,804 

luriNi 

USOl-i*: 

3.3(t8 

7,100 


6,106 


70,154 

10,100 

56-4 

16.664 


/1 800-01 

1,33.333 

4,53.605 

2.30 

2,43,.3.«1 

H,32,0(K> 

27,07,140 

7,63,977 

78.902 

8,32.060 

Suit 

j 











(.1801 -OS 

1,38.212 

3,47,312 


1,89,447 

0,75,031 

21,00,472 

6.33, C8<l 

41,347 

6,76,031 


(1800-91 

20,700 


500 

'2,400 


23,000 

1,800 

21.800 

23,600 

Cotton pu'ce-goods 

1 









(European)* 

U891-02 

... 

6,800 


5,400 

^ ... 

12.200 

5.800 

6.400 

12.200 

1 * 

(1800-01 

1,223 

1,800 

• M 

2,025 

C.U37 

1.682 

4,737 

1.300 

6,037 

tiunny bag»* 

] 











( 1801-92 

,8(H) 

a8,3.l2 


... 

34,152 

10,001 

33,152 

1,000 

34,162 


(1800-01 

122,001 

1,512 

... 

... 

123..573 

6,3.3.312 

104.033 

18,010 

123,678 

Gunny cloth* 









20,600 


(1891-92 

133,075 



106,5'IG 



210,521 

12.02,800 

210,031 

240,521 


* Pioco-goodH shown according to valuo in rupees, gunny bags in numbor, and gunny oloih in pioces. 


traffic on the GANGES, THE BHAGIRATIII, JALANGI, AND 
THE HOOGHLY RIVERS, AS WELL AS ALONG THE MID- 
NAFORE CANAL* AND THE ORISSA COAST CANAL, CARRIED^ 


BY INLAND STEAMERS. 

• i 

The total quantity and value of goods imported into, atld exported from, 
Calcutta by inland steamers plying on* the differpnt routes mentioned above 
during the past two years, have been as follows 

• • 1890-91. 1891-92, 


Imports 

Exports 


Quantity. Value. 

Mds. Rs. 

15,14,838 ; 1,01,49,472 

8,8-J,572 1,07,00,707 

23,99,410 2,08,50,179 


Quantity. Value. 

Md^ ' Rs. 

10,64,630 1,06,04,276 

10,43,123 1,17,76,466 

■ — — 

27,07,669 2,22,80,741 


Total 
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^ The principal articles comprising the import and export traffic of Calcutta 
during the past three years, are exhibited in the following statement: — 


■■■ — 

List of Abticles. 

Impobts into 
Calcutta. 

List of Akttcligs. 

Expobts from 
Calcutta. 

‘ 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Quantity. 

1 Value. 

1 


1 ^ 

4 

5 

0 


Mds. 

Us. 


Mds. 

Us. 

, f 1890-91 

Cotton, MW ... jg9j.92 

731 

595 

13,702 

10,710 

/< , 1 , f 1890-91 

Coal and coke ^ |B91-92 

9,770 

13,072 

3,663 

4,902 

Cotton piece-Boods, ( 1890-91 
Indian. i 1891-92 

4,6.50 

4.739 

3,09,660 

3,36,469 

Twist and yarn, Eu- ( 1890-91 
ropean. (.1891-92 

18.084 

25,356 

10,94,082 

16,64,309 

i 1891-92 

2,284 

4,074 

4,05,936 

7,63,876 

Pioce-pfoods, Euro- ( 1890-91 
pooii, 1 1891-92 

65,667 

61,566 

.38,89,690 

43.89,808 

ir VI C18S>0-01 

Myrabolams •••[ 1 ( 591.92 

.^84 

22,0^6 

676 

33,039 

{isM 

6,986 

9,647 

47, .338 
74,764 

- ^ C 1890-91 

Juto, raw ^.a. 1 1^,92.92 

20,808 

41,481 

66,212 

2,07,406 

Gunny bags -{UK 

14,721 

16,308 

1,47,210 

1,71,231 

fvi . f 1890-91 

Wheat (.1891-92 

9.5.208 

64,870 

2lS8,02l 

1,57,761 

Gram and pulse ... { 

9,935 

11,002 

24,838 

27,505 

,, . . f 1890-91 

Gram and pulso 1 i8yl.92 

78,989 

44,011 

1 07,472 
11,028 

Leather, manufnc- ( 1890-91 
tured. C 1891-92 

‘ ’ 20 

1 

4,195 

llico in the husk j 189 J-92 

«,034 

9,836 

9,061 

16,983 

f 1890-91 

Liquors [ 1891-92 

2,478 

763 

1,31,983 

34,849 

Rico not In the f 1890-91 
husk, \ 1891 -92 

4,89,661 

6,11,332 

11.63,822 

17,67.680 

T, , 1 (1800-91 

Brass and copper... J 

42,937 

42.115 

12,62,106 

12,04,841 

Hides of cattle . . . ^ i89?-92 

7,785 

7,832 

1,67,378 

1,68,388 

Trnr. ( 

32.464 

39.787 

1.62,270 

1.8M,89J 

Brass and copper ^ 

43,060 

44,17^ 

17,08,859 

17,22,651 

Other metals ... ^ jgyi .92 

13,014 

16.043 

1,53,168 

1,69,2:14 

Provisions, other f 1890-91 
kinds. 1 1891-02 

44,975 

34,282 

4,27.263 

3.25,784 

Oils, kcrosine { i® 9];93 

1,16,780 

L61,010. 

4,34.176 

6,81,293 

o X f 1890-91 

Saltpetre •••[j891-92 

353 

3,440 

2,030 

21,930 

mi, 1 (1890-91 

Other oils 4.1891-92 

19.1G4 

24,062 

55,096 

3,83.498 

Other saline sub- ( 1890-91 
stances. C 1891-92 

3,867 

78 

21,268 

1 429 

Provisions, other ( 1890-91 
kinds. C 1891-92 

21,359 

60,093 

1,83,909 

6,06,768 

, C 1890-91 

Linseed ... ^ 1891.92 

5,56.878 

6,81,407 

22.23,612 

23,98,:104 

« ( 1890-91 

? 1891-92 

2.30,902 

2,59,809 

7,70,127 

8,12,090 

. 4 4 11890-91 

Mustard seed ... J 1891-92 

52,849 

25,179 

2,18,003 

1,07,011 

Mustard seed •,-{}JK 

9,087 

5,237 

37,483 

22,267 

^ a 4 5 1890-91 

Castor seed ... | 2891-92 

6.437 

19,099 

26.748 

64,459 

Other oil-seeds -jUSS 

21.582 

23,773 

62,049 

68.347 

fl8i0-91 

^oppy 1 1891-92 

8,378 

4;832 

36,606 

20.636 

Betel-nuts 

16,676 

15,453 

1,29,239 

1,12,034 

1 (1890-91 

Other oil-seeds ... ^^9X.92 

( 1890-91 

Silk, raw —[ 1891-92 

Silk piece-goods, f 1890-91 
Indian. i 1891-92 

t, ,*i * i 1890-91 

Betol-nnts ... [ iggi-oa 

44.328 ' 
45.180 

4,852 

5,204 

675 

87 

29 

46 

l,27,4t3 

1,29,892 

14,82,010 

16,26,260 

6,43,376 

66,600 

225 

826 

• 

Sugar, refined . . . ^ 1891-82 

Do., unrefined 

Spices, other kinds ( 

20,297 

24,595 

16,943 

18,032* 

9,249 

7,260 

2,13,119 

2,45,960 

* 

82,697 

81,144 

1,15,612 

90,625 

SjMoes, other kinds ^ 

066 

678 

8,281 

8,476 

a, , f 1890-91 

Tobscco ... [i89i.92 

• 

35,424 

17,781 

1.19,586 

1,58,240 

Bagar.n&ied ...{iSiJl 

1,878 

7.274 

19,719 

72,740 

Wool— manufaotur- f 1890-91 
od, Indian. ( 1891-92 

2 

885 

1 
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BOAT TRAFFIC ON THE MIDNAPORE AND HIJILI CANALS. 

The total country boat traffic registered on the Midnapore and Hijili 
Canals during the past two years, is shown in the subjoined comparative 
statement : — 



Down. j 

Up. 

TotAi. 

Names of Canals. 

Wright of 
goods regis- 
tered by 
weight. 

Value of all 
articles of 
. trade. 

Wright of 
goods rrgis- 
tcred by 
weight. 

Value of all 
articles of 
trade. 

Weight of 
goods regis- 
tered by 
weight. 

Value of all 
articles of 
trade. 

1 

1 

2 

» 1 

4 

5 

6 

7 


Mda. 

Ks. 

Mdi. 

Bs. 

Mdv. 

Bi. 

(1890-91 

15,07,748 

47.38,706 

6,52,816 

32,34,412 

21,60,594 

79,73,118 

Midnapore ... < 

(1891.92 

16,03,334 

4S, 09,802 

5,66,032 

19,96,006 

21,69,366 

66,06,80ft 

(1890-91 

5.59.171 

12,79,834 

2.17.022 

10,65,188 

7,76,193 

23,46,022 

Hijili < 


(1891-92 

9,79,494 

27,01.460 

2,26.821 

13,52,026 

12,06, si's 

40,66.476 

(1890-91 

20,66.919 

60,18,540 

8,C9,86S 

42,99,600 

29,36,787 

1,03,18,140 

Total M. \ 

7,92.S53 

(1891-92 

25,82,828 

72,14,252 

33,48,031 

33,76,681 

1,06,62,283 


Hitherto in the classification of “down” and “up” traffic in the trade 
returns of the Hijili Canal, all goods passing from Calcutta used to be shown 
under the former head, and those towards Calcutta under the latter head. 
In the case, however, of the Midnapore and Orissa Canals, and the Nadia 
River the practice has been quite the reverse. With the view of adopting 
one principle applicable to all the canals and navigable rivers, the Public 
Works Department of this Government have directed that, with effect from 
tho 1st April 1891, all traffic on tho Hijili canals if towards Calcutta should, 
as in th,e case of tho other canals and rivers, be taken as “down,” and if 
from Calcutta as “up” traffic. Tho necessary alterations have accordingly 
been made in the returps, and the figures shown in the above statement under 
the heads “down” and “ up” traffic will, therefore, not correspond with those 
published in the previous repoi’ts. 

The following statement shows all tho principal articles of traffic carried 
along theso canals during the past two. years: — 


Chief Abttcles 

OP Traffic. 

Hogislercd 
on tho 
Midnapore 
Canal. 

Begi stored 
on tho 

Hijili 

Canal. 

j Grand Total. 

Proportion op Cal- 
cutta TRADE TO the 
TOTAL TRAFFIC. 



1 1 

j Quantity. 

Value. 1 

Quantity. 

V*loe. 

, 1 


% 

t 

3 

3 

1 

4 

|- - A 

6 

6 

• 



Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Bs. 

• Mds. 

Bs. 

Coal and coke 

a 


[ 1890-91 

1 1891-92 

1.07.116 

91,4.32 

2i;845 

23,130 

1,28, OKI 
1,14,862 

48,860 

48,078 

1,28,261 
1,13,402 j 

48,094 

42,626 

Cotton twivt and 
(European) 

yam < 
... 1 

f 1890-91 

1 1891-92 

13,674 

4,401 

800 

60 

14,374 

4,461 

8,60,627 

2,67,046 

14,374 

4,461 

8,69,627 

8,67,046 

J ute, raw 


f 1890-91 
[ 1891-92 < 

11,666 

30,692 

16, 1.^6 
39,104 

26,690 

69,696 

88,406 

3,48,480 

26,676 

61,362 

80,284 

3.06,760 

Vegetables, and all kinds 
of fresh fruits ... 

f 1890-91 
US91-92 

41,476 

16,660 

1,280 

1,284 

42,766 

16,844 

1,02,402 

76,798 

38,608 

14.719 

1,78,286 

66,286 

Bice in tho husk 

1 

... 1 

r 1890-91 
[1891-92 

6,96,970 

6,17,810 

2,79,548 

2,79,294 

8,76,618 

8,97,104 

13,18,277 

14.67.794 

8,64.908 

8,21,081 

6,83,363 

631.676 
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Chief Abticles of Traffic. 


Regis <ered 
on the 
Hijili 
Canal. 

Grand Total. 

Proportion ok Cal- 
cutta 'iuadb to the 
tota l traffic. 




Quantity. 

Value 

Quantity, 

Value. 



3 

4 

5 

6 



Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Us. 

Md.,. 

Rs. 

Bico not in tho husk 

(1890-91 

••• 


2,60,196 

6,60,266 

9,18,656 

13,05,736 

24.11,209 

37,53,991 

8,84,768 

12,02,866 

23.22,490 

34,58,211 

Gram and pulse 

C1890-91 
”• (.1891-92 

89,776 

86,245 


89.776 

85,345 

2,24,440 

2,13,113 

89.376 

84,915 

2,23,440 

2,12,‘288 

Copper, unwrought 

< 1890-91 
”• (1891-92 

3,126 

700 

• •• 

• •• 

3,125 

760 

92.188 

21,375 

3,126 

760 

92,188 

21,375 

Brass, „ 

( 1890-91 
•“i 1891-92 

6,475 

890 

• •• 

6,475 

890 

1,45.687 

20,1)26 

6,475 

880 

1,46,687 

19,800 

Do., wrought ... 

n 860-91 
•••(1891-92 

8.733 

2,485 

60 

84 

8,793 

2,569 

3,62.711 

1,00.833 

8,733 

2,612 

3,60,236 

98,696 

Oil, kerosinc 

( 1890-91 
- (1891-93 

45,922 

48,441 

29,729 

24,036 

75,651 

72,477 

2.83,691 

3,08,027 

44,346 

34,075 

1,06,297 

1,44,819 

Provisions other than ghee | Jgy ^.92 

30,791 

•24,726 

. 

214 

766 

31,006 

26,482 

2,67,668 

2,42,079 

30,188 

•24,738 

2,62,656 

2,35,011 

Salt ••• 

< 1890-91 
- (1891-92 

2,28,458 

1,95,148 

• 

. 81.383 
69,164 

8.09,841 

2,64,312 

10,06,983 

8,26,976 

3,09,191 
2,54,1 14 

10,03.846 

8,26,356 

Linsoed 

f 1890-01 
•••(1891-92 

• 

8.676 

C,03S 

500 

• ••• 

9,175 

6,035 

36,700 

24,894 

9,075 

6,9'36 

36.300 

24,648 

Mustard seed 

(1890-91 
••• (1891-92 

34.790 

28,830 

4,036 

f •• 

38,825 

28,830 

1,60,163 

1,22,527 

36,825 

28,625 

1.61,903 

1,21,655 

ludigo seed 

f 1890-91 
••• 11891-92 

1,800 

4,250 


1,800 

4,260 

12,375 

26,031 

1,800 

4,250 

12,375 

26,031 

Sugar, unrefined ... 

f 1890-91 
•••(1891-92 

63,180 

64,196 

6,120 

3,283 

59,300 

67,478 

2,89,088 

3,03,651 

67,120 

64,132 

2,78.4<>0 

2,88,594 

Tobacco 

} 1890-91 , 
- 1 1891-92 

12,883 

8,206 

49.344 

75,880 

62,227 

84,086 

4,82,259 

7,46,263 

69,471 

81,738 

4.60.900 

7,25,424 

Timber 

Cotton piece-goods 
pean) 

C 1890-91 
••• (1891-93 

£uro- C 1890-91 
„.( 1891-92 

14,252 

1,09,479 

Ks. 

72,000 

29,700 

9,661 

12,279 

Bs. 

1,32,875 

1,07,310 

23,913 

1,21,758 

Bh. 

47,826 

2,43,6i6 

Us. 

• 2,04,876 
1,97,010 

• 6,193 
63,635 
Ks. 

• •• 

12,398 

1,27.070 

Its. 

2,03,876 

1,96,900 

Cotton piece-goods 
dian) 

Hides, raw 

(In- ( 1890-91 
... (.1891-92 

( 1890-91 
" (.1891-92 

3,06,380 

1,09,740 

No. 

11,670 

21,620 

• 1 • 

•Ko. 

9,100 

15,620 

Its 

No. 

20,770 

87,140 

■ 

3,05.380 

1,69,740 

No, 

.65,819 

99^814 

• 

• •• 

No. 

18,810 

37,040 

3,04,780 

1,09,740 

60,662 

99,546 


BOAT TRAFFIC ON THE ORISSA CANALS. 

The total quantity and value of the country boat traffic registered on tho 
Orissa Canals during the past two years, were as follows: — 


f 

• 

Orissa Canals. « 

t 

Weigift of goods regis- 
teHj4 hy weight. 

Value of all articles 
of trade. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1890-91. 

• . . . . 

1891-92. 

• 

1 

2 

j 

3 

4 

6 

Down traffic 

Dp traifio 

Mds. 

14,09,003 

4,69,944 

Mds. 

15,06,894 

4,66,46^ 

• 

Bs. 

43,40.000 

43,25,801 

Bs. 

45,07.776 

60,93,660 

Total 

18,68,947 

19,63,360 

1 86,65,801 

96,01,436 


0 3 
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BENGAL ADMINISTBAllON REPOET. 


Cl8n>98. 


Tlio following statement shows tlio chief articles of merchandise carried by 
this route during' tho past two years: — 


OF AanCLRS. 


1 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1890-91. 1891-92. 1890-91. j 1891-92. 


Cotton twist and yam (European) 
Turmeric 
Jute, raw 
Riet) iu the husk 
Do. not in the hnsk ... 

Oram and ]mlso 
Oil, korosine 
Salt 

< >t1ior oil-seeds ... 

Other spices ... 

Sugar, unrefined 
Timber 


Mch. 

Mds. 

R*. 

2r>/m 

40,200 

16,30.660 

2,650 

2,126 

17,887 

2,360 

670 

7,344 

1,29,995 

1,07,602 

1,94,992 

10,45,754 

10,42,H14 

27,46.104 

6.767 

27,469 

16,917 

78.765 

47,698 

2,96,331 

26,130 

29,344 

84,922 

2.05,490 

1,90,210 

6,00,784 

1,40,350 

1,63,441 

17,54.376 

20,471 

42,206 

99,796 

68.797 

1,10,398 

1,37,694 


Rs. 

23,21,560 
16,477 
9,360 
1,74,853 
29,98, (KH) 
88,648 
2,0i,716 
91,700 
6,46,864 
20,30,613 
1,89,927 
2,20,796 


BOAT TRAFFIC ON TITK ORISSA COAST CANAL. 


Tho tjuantity of merchandise carried by country boats aloncr this route 
during tho past year, as compared with tho figures of tho previous year are 
shown in the following statement : — ’ 

1890-91. 


1891-92. 


Down 

Up 


Total 


Quantity. 

Value. ,, 

rv — ^ 

(iiianlity. 



Value. 

Mds. 

Rfl. 

•Mds. 

Ks. 

7,39,02.1 

15,80,921 

249,291 

12,40,933 

3,07|433 

14,85,020 

0,39,368 

15,40,411 

10,4fi,4r>6 

30,72,611 

8,88,649 

27,81,344 


For the reasons already explained, the figures shown in the foreffoinsr 
statement have been so com[)ilod as to show all traffic carried towards Calcutta 
as “ down ” traffic, and that carried from Calcutta as “ up " traffic. The 
figures published in provions reports will, therefore, not corr^poud with tho 
revised totals now presented. * 

The subjoined statement shows all tho principal staples of traffic carried 
by this mute during tho past two years : — 


Names of Artxclsb. 

181K)-91. 

1891.93. 

Dowthtard traffic. 

Portion rel-ittno 
TO THE Calcutta 

TRAFFIC. 

UoWirWARD TRAFFIC. 

Portion RETJtTiNa 
TO TiiK Calcutta 
TRAFFIC. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quo'itity,’ 

Yaluiv 

Quantity. 

Valun. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 



2 

» 1 

4 

5 

» 

, -- 

8 

0 

Jute, niw 

WiridablG.s nnil all kinds of fresh 

fruilN 

Rico not m tho husk 

Do. in tho husk 

Til or jinjili 

Mds.^ 

1«,2SB 

2, (JSC 
4,15.7.*i7 
4.075 

Ra. 

14,OU 

73,058 

6,tl2,43(t 

6,23,(’.:i5 

13,300 

Mila. 

4,430 

800 

8.10,030 

4,011.427 

2,910 

Bs. 

18,841 

8,600 
5,6] ,397 
6,00.666 
11,640 

Mda. 

15,906 

2,015 

2,62,845 

3,04,855 

00 

Ra. 

79,825 

9,068 

7,54,242 

4,f)5,.3R0 

300 

_f 

Mds. 

14,045 

1.840 
2.44, iiSO 
2,91,616 

40 

Bs. 

70.226 

8,280 

7,01,780 

4,73.712 

160 

- . ■ . _ - - . ■ 

— 

Names of Articles. 

• 


1891.02. 

IBiSllB^89 



Portion RELATiira 
TO THE Calcutta 
traffic. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Qiumtiiy. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity, 

Value. 

1 


3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

* 

0 

Goal And coke 

Cotton twist and yam (European) 
Cotton pic(v-tfood8 (European) ... 

Gram and puise 

Rich not in tho huak 

Do. in tho husk 

Oi\, koroNine ... 

Salt ... 

SuKar, reftned 

Pi>., uurefinod 

Tobacco ;•* 

Eetebnuta 

Mds. 

19,805 

2.356 

o.Tiso 

45.554 

0.357 

72,132 

76,934 

1,245 

11.465 

S2.310 

1,270 

Ra, 

7.427 

1,42,477 

2,63,300 

24,050 

1.19.6H4 

14.086 

2,70,405 

2,40,780 

1S,07.H 

55,843 

1,72.003 

9.842 

Mda. 

18, .350 

2, .355 

0,290 

61 ,*350 
72,119 
1,245 
10,065 
21,465 
1,270 

Ra. 

6,881 

1,48.477 

2.40.i)90 

23,225 

2„^i06S 

2.34,387 

13,073 

49,067 

l,e6..354 

9,842 

Mds. 

20,.300 

2,140 

3;i40 

17,100 

3,003 

50,370 

67,400 

1,450 

0,868 

18.300 

540 

Bb. 

7,646 

1,23,685 

1.95,760 

6,850 

40,102 

4,880 

2,52,322 

2,10,006 

14,600 

30.000 

1.63.2U 

3.915 

Mds. 

20,240 

2,140 

2.'460 

6Bi080 

60,850 

1.450 

4,840 

18, .320 

630 

Bs. 

7,690 

1.23.580 

8,(r7i708 

1.00,186 

H600 

21.780 

1.62.390 

3,842 
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RIVER-BORNE TRAFFIC CARRIED BY THE RIVER 
STEAMER COMPANIES. 

The total quantity and value of tho merchandise carried by tho River 
Steamer Companies along the Brahmaputra and Meghna rivers during the past 
two years, wore as follows: — 


Sfxcifioation of 

SOWKWiRP AND UPWARD 

Traffic. 

Along the 
Brahmaputra. 

Along thu Msohna. 

Total, 

Quantity. 

2 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

3 

! 

4 

6 

6 

7 



Mds. 

Its. 1 

Mds. 

Ba. 

Mds. 

lls. 

Downward C 

1890-91 

42,66,180 

2,78,24.541 

32,6(),324 

2,23,28,321 

76,12, 4.'>4 

6,01 ..*>2,862 

traffic. t 

1S91-92 

56,91,198 

8,22,42.»63 

23,43,106 

2,29,23,607 

86,33,303 

6,61,60,370 

Dpwar'l traffic ^ 

1890-91 

16,77,995 

1,24,66,016 

7 , 43 . 17:1 

63,46,279 

23,21,168 

1,88.02,895 

1891.02 

17.12,949 

1,39,73,392 

7,28,781 

61,01,201 

24,41,730 

1,90,74.696 


1890.91 

68,;U,126 

4,02,81,167 

:10.99,407 


98,33,62-2 

6,89,66,767 

lotai ••• 3 

, 1391-92 

74.04.147 

4,02,16,255 

36,71.886 

2,80,24,711 

1,00,76,033 

7,42,40,900 


Tho subjoinod statement shows all tho principal articles of traffic carried 
by this route during the past tw® years:— 


Akiicua. 


Ektsbnal Trade of Breoad. 


ImporlH 

into Ut'iiiriLl from 
AsHiun. 


iQuantityJ 


2 


Caoutchouc or India- flROO-Ol 
rubber 1 1801*92 

, , nsso-fli 

Coul and CORO 

Cotton twist and yarn, (1890.91 
European tw9l*92 

Cotton piociJ-goods, 5 1890-91 
European U891-P2 

f 1800.91 
-U891-U2 

(1800-91 
-1 1891-93 

. . . , (1800-01 
Rico not in the nusk ... | iH9i-oa 

Stick and other WndeUSW-Ol 
ofluo lim-62 


Juto, raw 
Oram and pulso 


Exports 
from Bengal to 
Assam. 


Value. Quantity. 


Leather, raanntootured ({Jyi.Ja 
<1890-01 

LiquOlH 11891-92 

^ . (1800-91 

Braai and copper ... ^ 

Iron 

Other metale . 

Oils ... . 


(1800.01 
} 1801.92 

(1890-91 

•U891-92 

(1800-01 

'U89l-9Si 


AU kinds o( proTirioni 
Salt 

Linseed 


lustardseed 
^easeed 
lllk, raw 


I IBW.IU 

118014)2 

(1800-91 

•"11891-89 

(1890-01 

“*11891-99 

(1800.01 

-UBOl-l® 

(1800.01 

“*11881.92 

(18904)1 

•*•11891-02 


Mds. 

4,824 

0,8SG 

18,79,02r, 

28,03,332 


1,09,323 

69,210 

47 

1,180 

213 

3.003 

0,213 

14,069 


795 

^6B3 

1,297 

066 

000 
I 683 

11 

4,112 


2 

Ks. 

2.01.800 
4, 11, •160 

10,60,051 

16,04,6831 


2.73,308 

3.16,050 

170 

3.410 

m 

10,0 W 

1,10,650 

1,40.690 


Total. 


I’UOTIECIAL TiIADR OP CAll'UTTA. 


]X>wn\vard 

iTHdie 

to Calcutta. 


Value. Quantity. 


_L... 


171 


68,184 

29,401 

6.69.914 

6,95,708 

1,642 


1.494 

1,778 


29,240 

21.U7 

6,486[ 

2.1IK) 

20,300 

29,160| 

44| 


16.418 

10,062 


3,22.874 


21,77,221 

22,01.061 

1,36.0021 

2.24,784 

1,21,410 

2,03,127 


Mdi. 

81 

13 

1,80,206 

2i#r),U46 

9.020 

15,274 

83.474 

81,330 

2.63 

2,35,1.24 

2.25,505 

2,0.6,913 

2,96,003 


1,391 

1,7'18 

14,274 

14,341 

12,090 

10,674 

1,72,399 

1,69,173 

7if,187 

1,07,818 

1 , 17 . 0:44 

1 . 21,200 

74,678 

84,1(10 

2,04,2(11 

8,95,613 


57 


190 


Rb. 

1,176 

1,027 

67, .6/7 
76,892 

6,4.6,710 

8,82,074 

68,.43,|80 

65,30,848 

791 
26.6 

6,87,835 

6,6.8,988 

6,40,622 

9,51,181 


140 

3,27.681 

3,00.042 

4,21.104 

4.47.6US 

4,31,894 

3,82,900 

8,06.996 

8,03,672 

8,90A54 

12,12,951 

0,08,1«8 

7,68,207 

7,06,149 
6, 'JO, 804 

9,88,653 

9.23,478 

112 

286 


Mda. 

4.845 

ri,SU9 

20, .69, 2.31 
38,08,378 


16,274 

83,474 
81, .3.30 

1,09,676 


13,113 

3.(l^8 

1,876 


Value. iQuanlity. Value. Quantity.! 


Upwind tralflc 
from 

Calcutta, 


Tutul, 


2. . 33.181 
2,20,7.31 

2.00, *3.68 
^99,710 

9,213 

14,002 

1,391 I 

I, 748 

14,;V3] 

J4..341 

13, 

II, 327 

1,74,090 

1.00. 8.33 

79,793 

1,08,401 

1,17, (-43 

1.. 31. 300 

78.791 

87,056 

8.04,201 

2.96,513 

08,212 
29, -458 

6.00. 015 
0,95,708 

1,012 

2,8.W 

l,6f«4 

1,784 


Rs. 

S,(V.3.276 
4.42, -t?? 

11,24,628 

17,41,475 

6,45,710 

8,b2,074 

68.43,180 

56,30,848 

2,7M>'‘9 

S,Wi,315 

6,88,011 

6,07,398 

• 6,41,511 
8.01,227 

1,10,6.50 

1,40,094 

.3,27,581 

.3,06,04.31 

4,21,305 

4.47,603 

4,01,140 

4.40,077 

8,73.48o| 

8.06.7:nl 

9.21 ,1^4 
12,42,103 

6,08,2.3:l| 

7,68,207 

7.21.6031 

8,30,910 

0,88,0.63 

9,22,478 

3.23.980 

sM.i'ij} 

21,77.225 

22,61,057 

1,30.902 

2,t6.897 

1,2.6,0691 

2,05.012 


Mds. 


14 


.3(5,76fP40 

40,8.3,943 

1..304 

1,714 

970 

8,120 


172 

177 


7n4 

1.108 


4.267 

1,«72 

47,411 

67,25^4 


Ks. 


,14.8'.*, .600 
,0'4,1U.710 

2.259 

4,286 

2,.W 

22,374 


Valoo. 


1.301 

0,607| 


6.088 

11,090 


10 

Mds. 


2,10,664 

1,(:4,.57.3 

HOS 

228 

11,009 

9,121 

10 

80 

17,7*21 

5.070 

100 

201 


560 

05 

411 

117 

14.384 

16,194 

3,7<»8 

3,0.39 

3.14,725 
2,11, i:{0 

1,462 

2,124 

1,00,006 

1,27,890 


Quantity, 
13 


Value. 


Rh. I Md8. 


78,9(‘.l 

61,715 

48.884 

13,107 

• 

8 , 1 s, 930 
6,20,228 

.">() 

4'JO 

44.:i03 

11,075 

26.3 

750 

450 


1.3,.H94 

1^,008 

22,212 

3.34,6 

10,1.V2 

4,237 

71,920 

76,1*22 

31,1 m 


8,09, lioy 
9,79,2:9 

13,898 

.39,179 

3.2.6,31.3 

2,90.076 


2,I0,6(>4 

1,|W,087 

808 

226 

il.taw 

9,121 

3C,76.»56i; 

4(),b4,022 

19.025 

t),7M 

1,(^70 


Kfl. 


78,901 

61,726 

-*.8.884 

13.107 

8.18,9.10 

6,Si(»,22H 

l,l-4,H9,.6iiO 

2,04,21,110 

47, .602 
16,0ijU 

2,8119 

2-4,124 


17,00.s 

7,722 

1, 9.6.094 
2 . 4 : 1,745 


6,047 


69 

89 

5*41 

(56 

tl4 

*2b9 

14..6()1 

10.200 

2,708 

2 ,o:i'> 

3.i4,7:j 

2 . 11 , 1:10 

2.1(57 

.3.292 

1,(M),00t) 

1,27,800 

4.207 

1,H72 

47.4.41 

67.254 


13,89.4 

18,006 

22.212 

2,;i45 

17,613 

10.804 

72.805 
70,951 

31,140 


8,il9.fi0t) 

9,79,220 

20,580 

.60,276 

3,5».3i;j 

2,09,076 

17,008 

7,722 

1.96 111*4 
2,13,743 


8.047 


0 4 
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BENGAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


[ 1891 - 92 . 


Eitehnil Tiuok ov Besom, Pbotincul Tbade of Caic?tta. 



j 

Ap.Ticr.Ea. 

Imports 

into ili'iiKal from 
A.ssuiii. 

Kiports 
from lioiiKnl to 
Assam. 

Totu'i. 

Downward 

traffic 

to ('aleutta. 

Upward traffic 
from 
Cuk'titla, 

Total. 


Quantity. 

Vului*. lonfintily. 

1 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Valiio, 

Qimiil iiy. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity 

Value. 

1 

3 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


Mils. 

Rs. 

Mds. 

Rs. 

MdN. 

Rh. 

MdM. 

Es. 

Md8. 

Rs. 

Mds. 

Re. 

Silk, manufttcinrt'ii, f IKOO-Oi 

Indian 

223 

Ihb 

1,3:1,8110 

s>:i,uuo 

d 

4,830 

229 

105 

1,38,630 

93,000 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


. jimni 

Hetol-uuta j lKtl.112 

... 

... 

2.257 

1,748 

17,402 

12,073 

2.257 

1.748 

17, '102 
12,07.3 

87,190 

05,505 

6,75,709 

4.75,340 

Dio 

9 

7,099 

66 

as, 012 

65,674 

6,82,808 

4,76,411 

SuKar, refinod 

n 

20 

27.4'^7 

24,W3 

2.88, ‘KW 
2,4!l,y30 

27,4.17 
21, 91)5 

2.88,200 

2,19,950 

... 

... 

1,508 

074 

13,8.31 

6.740 

1,508 

674 

15,a34 

0,740 

'IVa, Indian 

8.ftl,3SS 

8,73.-172 

:i,2.'),73,8;i5 

■2,80, (“ill, 2S8 

4Ji 

10 

1,618 

313 

8.89,4.31 

8,73,182 

3,2.5.76.383 

2,H«,60,6;rt 


::: 

8 

... 

108 

8 

108 

Wool, nmnufapliired, J 1 890-!il 
Indian llS'.M-W 

d 

m 

1,00.3 

1.468 

]. 57.800 

8t».r.-w 

1.609 

1,4(JS 

1,58.487 

BO.fi'lS 


... 

43 

7 

4,236 

427 

43 1 

7I 

4.830 

427 

Treasure, silvor ... J j 

... 


... 

7,fl5.8(Ki 

5.23.0i4 

... 

7,0.';.8<K) 

5,23.624 


... 




... 

... 


TRAFFIC ON THE BRAmiAPLlTRA ANT) MEGHNA RIVERS 
CARRIED THE STEAl^IERS OF THE EASTERN 
BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 

I 

The followinj' comparative .statement shows the total quantity and value 
of floods caiTicd by tho steamer service of ,tho Eastern Bengal State Railway 
during the past two years: — 



Down Tbaffic. 

u 

Up Traffic. 

Total. 


1890.91. 

1 

1891.92. 

1890*91. 

1801-92. 

1800*91. 

1891-92. 

1 

2 

3 

• 4 

5 

6 

7 


i^ras. 

Md.s. 

Mds. 

< Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Dappa servipp ... 

wrvico • ... 
Caebar sorvico 

15 89,669 
18,;i6,89:i 
41,866 

9,45,662 

16,08,208 

1,60,776 

4.79„529 

3,61,031 

74,618 

6,25,418 

3,22,997 

1,14,134 

20,69,09S 

21,97.927 

1,10,473 

14,71,100 

19,31,205 

2,64,910 


34.6f,3l7 

1,64,46,2/0 

27,04,C3d 

2,14,18,769 

9,16,181 

2,29,63,017 

9.62,579 

2,45,46,310 

43,83,498 

3,93,99,287 

86.«7,216 

4,69,66,099 


The decrease in the quantities carried both ways was 28’90 per cent, as 
compareduW'ith 1890-91. Tho chief staples of mer- 
Dncca sernce. ^ cliaudise of which this traffic consisted, were — 

0/ifc/ Articles of Doxmward Traffic. 


Akticles. 


Cotton, raw ^ ' 

Colton piece-goods, Indian 
J ute, raw • . • 

Gram and pulse 
Paddy' 

Hides ... • 

Skins 

Linseed 

Mustard and rape seod • 
13ctel-uats 

Spices, other kinds ... 

All other articles ... 


Quantity, 




1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

Mds, 

21,497 

20,853 

I64 

431 

13, 74, <321 

6,71,146 

3,279 

13,286 

1,176 

27,204 

1,35,632 

1,16,973 

3,660 

2,566 

3,964 

2,231 

20,967 

42,654 

2,334 

1,815 

228 

1,628 


••• ,,, 


Value. 

1890;91. 1891.^ 

Rb. Rs. 

4,03,069 3,75,354 

20^172 30,601 

42,94,753 33,65,730 

8,198 33,215 

1,764 44,207 

29,16,088 25,14,920 

67,897 60,301 

15,856 9,203 

1,11,239 1,81,280 

18,089 13.159 

2,850 19,100 

1,39,275 2,43,339 


Total value ... 79,99,260 68,90,409 
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Chief 


Articles. 


Cutoh 

Twist and yarn, Enropean 
Piece-goods, European 
Ditto, Indian 
Drugs and cliomicals 
Gunny bags 
Gram and pulse ... 

Leather, manufactured 
Liquors 

Brass and copper and thoir ma. 
nufactures 

Iron and its manufactures 
Opium 

Gnee ..._ 

Other kinds of provisions 
Salt 

Silk, raw 

Manufactures of silk 
Spices 

Sugar, unrefined .. 

Tobaooo 

All other articles 


Articles of Upward Traffic. 
Quantity. 

a 

r 


Value. 


1890-91. 

1891-93. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Es. 

Rs. 

1,028 

1,497 

16,448 

22,455 

27,220 

27,945 

16,47,173 

16,13,824 

1,61,980 

1,75,698 

1,13,38,600 

1,19,47,464 

457 

967 

66,211 

68,657 

1,485 

1,437 

16,241 

24,998 

2,4.45 

5,602 

24,450 

58,821 

14,831 

6,029 

37,078 

12,673 

1,959 

3,032 

4,61,345 

6,35,962 

2,739 

3,786 

1,26,559 

1,81,031 

11,671 

9,355 

4,34,834 

3,22,173 

25,019 

23,516 

1,25,095 

1,11,701 

85 

23 

21,339 

5,900 

3,198 

1,856 

1,06,134 

65,888 

18,476 

10,393 

1,28,022 

98,734 

21,853 

97,362 

71,022 

3,04,256 

31 

17 

11,338 

6,313 

102 

123 

82,110 

92,604 

7,188 

4,303 

83,101 

63,788 

71,221 

54,631 

3,47,202 

2,45,840 

1,673 

4,615 

16,410 

44,324 

ft 

• • • 

• • • 

6,36,999 

4,67,378 

Total value 

• 

• • • 

1,56,85,711 

1,63,83,684 


The total traffic attracted to this service during the past year showed a 


Sirajganj service, 

the past two years 


decrease of 12*13 per cent. The following state- 
ments show the principal articles convoyed during 

Chiif Articles of Downward Traffic. 


Quantity. - Value. 


Abticles. 




t 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Jute, raw 

15,77,160 13,31,415 

49,28,625 

66,57,075 

Gunny bags 

2,27,182 

2,40,596 

18,17,056 

26,26,268 

Gram and pulse ••• 

11,535 

115 

28,830 

• 288 

Hides 

1,299 

335 

27,929 

7,203 

Linsood 

698 

249* 

2,792 

1,027 

Mustard seed 

9,824 

21,030 

40,524 

89,377 

Betelnuts 

117 

808 

1,372 

5,858 

Tobacco 

5,042 

7,304 

39,076 

64,823 

All other kinds ... 


• • . 

24,341 

39,246 


Total value 

• 

• •• 

• 

69,10,550 

93,91,155 

Chief Articles of Upward Traffic. 




Quantity. 

Value. 

Articles. 

^ 





t 


• 

1890-91. 

1891-*92. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Mds. 

Mds^. 

Ba. 

Bs. 

Twist and^am, European* ... 

. 2,314 

6,23*9 

1,39,997 

1,87,053 

Cotton piece-goods, ditto 


40,352 

27,12,710 

27,43,936 

Manufactures of leather , ... 

• 246 

368 

67,983 

77,188 

Liquors 

344 

244 

12,827 

9,761 

Brass and copper and thoir manu- 
factures ••• ... 

3,630 

2,542 

• 

1,48,791 

* 99,774 

Icon and its manufaetarea 

20,632 

17,318 

1,03,160 

82,261 

^lila ... ... ... 

25,643 

21,833 

1,21,611 

1,11,998 

Salt ... ... ... 

2,16,319 

1,84,322 

7,03,037 

6,76,006 

Spices 

15,059 

2,758 

1,44,592 

34,475 

Sugar, refined ... ... 

2,730 

3,667 

28,665 

36,670 

Do., unrefined ... 

9,990 

. 9,045 

48,701 

40,703 

All other articles ... 

• • » 

• •• 

1,59,627 

2,43,259 


Total value 

• •• 

43,81,651 

42,43,074 



202 


BENGAL ADMINISTKATION SEPOBT. 


[ 1801 > 9 a. 


The traffic of this service is steadily increasing, the total advance in 
_ . the gross weight of goods conveyed amounting to 

Caoharsemoe. abstracts below show the 

chief staples carried during the past two years : — 


Chief Articles of Downward Traffic. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

r 

-A ^ 


1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Brass and copper and tlieir 

Mds. 

Mds. 

manufactures 

153 

187 

Tea seed 

1,174 

1,147 

Tea, Indian 

38,137 

1,45,235 

All other articles ... 

• • • 


Total value 


Chief Articles of Upward Traffic. 

Quantify. 

Articles. ( ^ 

1890-91. 1891-92. 

Mds, . Mds. 

Twist and yarn, European ... 258 1,081 

Cotton pioco-goods, ditto ... 35,201 ,, 45,258 

Drugs and chemicals, not intoxi- 
cating ... ... ,818 437 

liquors ... ... 1,152 2,18? 

Leather, manufactured ... 215 1,019 

Brass and copper and their manu- 
factures ... ... 2,271 3,021 

Iron and its manufaotnrps ... 5,841 13, .824 

Othor metals ... ... 1,284 2,505 

Provisions, other kinds ... 2,430 4,752 

Spioes, other kinds ... ... 716 1,319 

All othor articles ••• ... ... 

Total value 


Value. 


1890-91. 

1 

1891-92. 

Rs. 

Hs. 

0,860 

8,509 

97,882 

1,00,936 

13,96,768 

49,56,144 

34,9.54 

71,606 

15,36,470 

51,37,195 


Value. 


1890-91. 

1891.92. 

Rs. 

Es. 

15,480 

62,428 

24,68,270 

30,77,544 

9, .342 

4,807 

2!), 649 

.58,188 

50,633 

2,13,735 

91,027 

1,40,145 

29,205 

03,289 

14,445 

28,181 

23,244 

45,144 

8,f».50 

16,488 

1,4.5,433 

2,09,633 

28,85,755 

39,19.582 


TRADE OF BENGAL WITH ASSAM CARRIED BY COUNTRY 

BOATS. 

The total weight .and value of the trade of Bengal with Assam carried by 
country-boats along .the Brahmaputra and Moghna rivers during tho past two 
years, were us follows : — - 


f 

Extkenal trade op Bengal 
vt'iTU Assam. 

I 

B.EGISTERED AT 

Bhairab B\/.ab on 

THE MeGHNA. 

' 1 

Beotstfbkd at J 
Diiuimi ON the 

BlfAHMAI'UTHA. 

Total. 


Quantity. 

1 Vahje, 

) 

Quantity. 

• 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

* 1 
t 

0 

2 

3 

4 


6 

7 

Imports from Assam ^ ’** 

Exports to Assam ... jg^’g 2 **' 

Mds. 

4.3,26,440 

‘47,34,293 

11,48,827 

12,64,017 

Its. 

48.17,842 

66,69,801 

65B2.679 

69,70,272 

Mds. 

16.77,198 

21,72,239 

3.63,176 
6, .34,131 

Bs. 

34.06.312 

66.76,979 

24,18.275 

86,77,626 

Mds. 

69,03,6.*>8 

69,06,632 

16,01,602 

18,83,148 

Bs. 

82,24,164 

1,12,46.780 

89,60,964 

1,06.47,698 

grxrdtotxl ...[iKa::: 

64,74,767 

69,88,310 

1,13,60,621 

1,26,40,073: 

1 

19,30,378 

28,06,370 

68,24,6^ 
92,53, .SOS 

74,06.140 

87,04,680 

1,71,76,108 

2,17.03.878 
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The followin? statement shows the quantity and value of the principal 
staples registered during the past year, as compared with tlio prooodiug year:— 


Imports prom Assam. 


Exports to Assam. 


Articles. 

JDmirab 

Dazur. 

Dhubri, 

Total. 


1 

2 

S 

4 

6 







Us. 

jime and limestone Mds. 


18.13,422 

... 

18.13.422 

18.30,205 

6,!!9,ft26 

6,44,594 

Janes and rattans ... 


nRoo.<n 

4.h00 

8,990 

9,185 

7.979 

13,994 

11,069 

n9..3r.3 

W.522 

Cotton, raw 

II 


fi20 

4,2t»8 

13,313 

12.382 

13,933 

10,089 

78.(Vt2 

91,710 

JutCfFaw 

11 

f 1890-1)1 
11891.02 

7.733 
7, (DO 

2,25,«22 

1,47,743 

2,31,36.'i 
1,55,38, <4 

r),97.0*2« 

7,70.926 

Potatoes 


f 1890-01 
11891-92 

H.sOO 

25.775 

‘"l55 

H.HOn 

25.!)3() 

48.788 

74,519 

Rice in the husk ... 

II 

f 1890-01 
U801-92 

20,08,833 

28,0(1,188 

2.82.587 
4, *28, (.17 

2.3,81,420 
27.94,2' »5 

32,76,670 

38,42,932 

Do. not in tho husk 

•1 

( 1890-91 
llSOi-W 

10.1.5S 

01,041) 

B,S93 

7,628 

1(5,051 

09,468 

47.202 

1.91.037 

Hides of cattle 

.. 

< 1800*91 

1 1891-92 

5,40.5 

12,290 

1.705 

4,597 

7.200 

10.707 

1,44,000 

3.35..3t0 

Mats 

II 

(■1890.01 

1 1891.92 

iT1..5r,8 

7u,202 

C 

33.558 1 
70.2<1S 

> 1,07,791 
3.61, .'DO 

Dried llsh 

•I 

0890-01 
( 1891-92 

18.433 

41,743 

1.9.-.0 

1,407 

20,382 

4(;,210 

1 l,rt0,270 
1^2,1.3.721 

l.insced 

II 

< 1800-91 
aS9l*02 

05,100 

60,C30 


0.5,100 

6G;(i30 

.8.07,7()6 

l,Cl».890 

Mustard seed 

II 

nsoo-oi 

(1801.02 

9.523 

10,020 

2,10.198 

5,b7,+47 

2,25,031 

6,00,407 

7.23, 7iS 
19,71,018 

Tilor 

II 

( iseo.9i 
(1801-92 

1,800 

2,480 

3,935 
14, .516 

5.825 

10,945 

25,008 

03,541 

SliiceB, other than 
botci'Uuls 

If 

< 1890-01 
(18»l-tW 

24,270 

23'.i:i8 

4 

24,279 

23,052 

2r,,m 

47,304 

Intone and marblo ... 

•• 

nsoo-oi 

(1891-92 

0,900 

13,000 

... 

0,000 

13,000 

80.810 
3. too 

Timber 

ji 

f 1890-01 
(1891 -92 

1,804 

1,146 

7,72.498 

7,54,3.51 

?,74,.'W2 

7,&J,6UO 

11,90,317 
; 12,27,037 

Oranges 

No. 

(1890-91 

(1801.02 

45,947,220 

48,878,100 

••• 

+.-,947,220 

48,878,100 

2,30,835 

3,95.488 


Articles. 

Bliflimb 

BaxSr. 

Dhubri. 

Total. 

Value* 


7 

S 

9 

10 







Rs. 

(?o(ton twist and 
yarn (Euroiu^an) Mds. 

(1890.91 
( 1801 -92 

'"lot 

201 

270 

201 

374 

10,0.33 

31,599 

Gotten pieoe-goode 
(European) 


(1 ‘■904)1 
(1891-92 

1.899 

3,991 

93 

82 

1,992 

4,073 

1,. 39, 440 
2.77,041 

Ditto (Indian)... 

SI 

( 1890-91 
ns»i-92 

1,060 

1,33.1 

00 

05 

1,750 

1,-100 

2,16.988 
99, <100 

Turmeric 

•• 

f 1800-91 
( lh»l-92 

0,702 

4,450 

104 

434 

0,800 

4,884 

46,940 

37.862 

Potatoes 

IS 

(lfi»n.|)l 

(1891-93 

9.869 

15,600 

3,703 

11,930 

13, 6(15 
27.180 

47,078 

96,180 

Cocounuts ... 

- 

( 1890-91 
( 1891-92 

14.1)70 

23,731 

7,203 

17,571 

21.339 

41,303 

53,374 

09,134 

Dried fruits and nuts 

II 

riRMI 
( 1891-9*2 

2,C!).5 

.5.318 

OSS 

3, .333 
6.318 

43,794 

1,01,042 

Wheat 

.• 

( 1890-91 
( 1891-92 

4,29.5 

2,339 

010 

463 

4,(Ki6 

2,792 

12,203 

8,028 

Gram and pulse ... 

II 

( 1*^00 01 
(1891-02 

1,47,888 

1.05,6+0 

6,074 

10,533 

1,. 5.3,502 
1.70,073 

.3.83,90.5 

4,40,183 

Rico not in the husk 

l> 

(1899.91 

(1891-92 

8.2.W 

4,976 

20,047 

85,903 

28,303 

9i),938 

74,206 

2.0l.4<t7 

Iron 

II 

(1890-91 

(1891-92 

17,719 

14,639 

8.84i0 

8,210 

20,606 

22.855 

1,32,825 
1.08, 5(KI 

Oil *1. M* III 

»l 

(1890-91 

(1891.92 

1,47,163 

1,52.143 

88.720 

1,26.940 

2,3.6,883 

2,78.493 

14,63,7.30 

17,lKI.O03 

Provi$.ions. all otlicr 
kinds ... ... 

II 

(1890.91 
( 1891-02 

26,717 

28,106 

l.OSG 

2,303 

27,753 

30,468 

2,03.0.34 

2,89,410 

Salt ... 

II 

(1890.91 

(1891-92 

2,50,468 

3,20,702 

77,540 

1,13,419 

3,38,004 

4,34.181 

10,00.014 

13,50.810 

Betel-nuts ... 

11 

(1890.91 

(1891-92 

10,276 

13,tD4 

1,461 

2,597 

17,720 

16.341 

1,. 37.375 
1.17,740 

Spices, other than 
betel-nuts 

»> 

(1890.91 

(1891.92 

1.10,853 

1,04,227 

6.073 

11,280 

1,15,920 

1,16,007 

6,80,68& 
9,24, 48(i: 

I Sugar, refined ... 

11 

(1890-91 

(1891.92 

61,429 

49,419 

6,767 

10.600 

67,186 

69,916 

0,()0,t6£ 

5,99.100 

Oo., uureflmxl ... 

II 

(lH90.t)l 
( 1891-92 

1,47,382 

53,173 

97,016 

2,00,465 

3.65,056 

9,77,21 S 
ll,95.44H 

Tobacco 

l> 

( 1899.91 

1 1891-92 

!(.3.l)84 

80,100 

24,310 

45,152 

1 07.395 
1,26,318 

8.30.984 

ll,17,;t52 


STATEMENT OF BENGAL RAILWAY TRAFFIC. 


The following abstract shows for tbo past two years the total weight and 
value of tho external rail-borne trade of Bengal 
with other provinces : — • • . 


External trade of Bengal. 


Imports into Bengal 
Exports fronf Bengal 

Total 


1890-91. 

Quantity. 


Value. 

Mds. 

Bb. 

94,86,711 

8,57,97,304. 

1,36,47,621 

9,32,68,167 

2,31,34,332 

17,90,65,461 


1891-92. 

t — 

Quantity. Value. 

Mds. Bs. 

*1,47,93,149 10,12,99,906 

1,59,50,013 9,50,45,910 

3,07,43,102 19,63,45,816 


The total trade carried during the year showed tho very Iwgo increase of 
33*32 per cent., an improvement Wng observable both in the imports and the 
exporte. The increase of .53,06,438 maunds, or 56*93 per cent., in the imports 
was aimost entirely due to larger despatches of wheat, rice, and linseed from the 
North-Western Provinces and Ouah and the Central Provinces, while tho 
advance of 23,02,392 maunds, or 16*87 per cent, in the export trade, occurred 
chiefly under coal and coke, gunny bags, and kerosine oil, against decreases 
under rice, railway plant and rolling-stock* 
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The total import and export trade, province by province, in respect 
of the above traffic during the past two years is given in the abstract below, 
which also shows the percentage borne by the trade of each province to the 
total trade:— 


Imports into Bengal Exports from Bengal 


Whence imi-outed. 

Total. 

Mdi. 

Peivcntiipfo 
bornu to 
total triido. 

Wiiitheh exported. 

Total 

Mita 

Percontago 
boniu to 
total trade. 

K.-W. Hroviucoal 
nnJ Oudli ... ] 

flfiOO-ni 

tlS9l-92 

80,40,309 

1,24,07,432 

81*85 

83’87 

N.-W. ProvincoB ... ( 1890-91 
and Oudh ...11891-92 

1,10,01,617 

1,25,44,608 

80*62 

78*65 

Pail jab ...| 

: 1890*91 
11891-92 

6.97,885 

6,29,693 

7*31 

4‘26 

Paiiiab 

imijao -tl8»l-l^3 

1.3,60,648 

10,16,8<HI 

10*02 

6*58 

Coulral ProvinccB... | 

f 1890.91 

1 1891-92 

4,20,012 

13,72,353 

4*43 

9‘28 

Coatral I’rovinces ... | 

4,40,914 

15,98,987 

3*20 

lO-Ol 

KaJiuitaiiri _ amll 
Cuutml Iiiilla ...1 

[ 1S90-91 
i 1891-92 

3,01,442 

3,02,662 

318 

2*05 

Pajpiitaiu nd ( 1890-91 

L'outral India ... 1 18!)l-92 

7,10,784 

0,44,826 

5*26 

4-04 

Other oxtemiil i 

blocks ...1 

[1890-91 
[ 1891-92 

18,033 

81,009 

0-19 

0*54 

Other exleriuil ( 1890-91 

blocks 

1,21,880 

1,17,797 

0*90 

0*74 

Total 

[1890-91 

1 1891-92 

94,86,781 

1,47.93,149 

100*00 

100 00 

T,ioi (lSM-91 47,021 

Total ',11,00,013 

1^ 

100*00 


The following comparative statement shows the quantity and value of the 
different commodities carried both ways, during the past two years:— 




Imports into 

Exports prom 

1 OaLCLTTA TniPPlC IXTiCDED IK 


1 

Bknual. 

Bkmiial. 


(JOLDMSa 2 TO 5. 


Chief Staples of Traffic, 






! 







Quantity. 

Value. 

liu ports. 1 

! BxDorta. 



Quantity. 

Value. 

. . 










Quantity. 

\ iilno. 

QniiTitily. | 

Value. 

1 

n 1 

i vl 

1 ...r J 

1 t 

5 

Ll 

7 

8 

9 


1 

Mds. 

fis. 

M(k 

Uh. 

Ms. 

Its. 

Mds. 

Ita 

Coal and ooko ... 

nwMi.01 

1,220 

1.9!7 

04.83,570 

24.31,338 



21 

M 

- 1 lWU-92 

JO.Osd 

5,720 

90,47,78:1 

3’d,92,918 

3 

1 

450 

17'2 

Cotton, raw 

( mm 

0,95,909 

I,l0,07,ft‘i0 

0+7 

17,7.7(1 

5.49,771 

87.:y6.S3S 

149 

2.793 

••• t iKU-»a 

3,.iO,7l« 

IS, 75, 912 

SijfJ 

15,624 

2,E4,32:i 

3'l,((i, 496 

421 

7,578 

Cotton twist ond yaruflWhlfn 

1,029 

1,00,232 

47,882 

28, 0(1, SOI 

311 

20,73) 

47,881 

28,90,801 

(Kuropeaii) 

.,.U«yi-5hi 

1,7IJ 

1,07,2»H 

47,957 

*27,69,515 

! 177 

11, 1.73 

47,934 

27,68,187 

Ditto (Indian) 


.3,237 

! 1,05,279 

: 11,879 

!tt,15l 

3,sc,no7 

2(19 

C,32.'‘> 

7,:)I7 

2, .37 sna 


i l,7‘2S 

53,357 

lU,2S,b32 

191 1 

3,100 

17,61)5 

b’ooiooo 

Cotton piore-KOiMlst IHSHt-Ol 

(liuropcan) (luDl-im 

l,93t 

3, •203 

8,\l(i:5 

6,2.8,781 

7,31,2.71 

4,10,14.6711 

4,:50,09,SS6 

1,213 ! 
^ 979 

53,511 

42,5SH 

0,27,526 
. 7,39,0.Vi 

1.39,20,820 

4, *29, 81,006 

Ditto (Indian) 


&:'.93l 

«,42.3S»!i 

0.783 

8,31,180 

10,080 

2,‘;0,8.S(| 

4.917 

4,94,1)91 

*1*1 1891-92 

31,980 

8,75, H3() 


4,35,482 

12,995 

3,54.6.'n 

5,430 

3a2i.45(i 

Iiidko 

ns90-91 

-tlsOl-02 

29,V2l 

47,32.093 

!)73 

1,98,4:»2 

28,793 


710 

1,41,840 

30,877 

67,17,903 

1,117 

2,U9,4:47 

.39, iW 

52,(IS,3.i7 

774 

1,45,125 

Wlieat 

0890-91 

14,^bl0 

3R,4'1,2‘2« 

92,299 

2,30.747 

13,S;).747 

36, SO, .712 

80 

1 90 


5J,W.759 

1,50,52,519 

15,b2:j 

45,4f2 

1 

59.97,49:3 

1,4.8,36,016 

23 

67 

UioQ not m the husk 

(*1890-91 

28.902 

l.'2I,907 

9,28,482 

24..37,2(:j 

1,010 

8.970 

5,307 

14,088 

13,241 

•"llS9M)2 

5,37.731 

19,27,268 

5,.j0,Ui7 

15,Ki,59d 

2,99,604 

10,i:t.()57 

4.(M0 

Gram and pulse ... 

f 1890.91 

(1, .18, 089 

15,96,32.5 

95.143 

2,37,857 

5,40,840 

12,32,880 

40 

Do 

-11891-92 

10,37,838 

26.63,730 

73,912 

1,89,855 

8,011,797 

21,64,300 

20 

04 

Jowor and bajra ... 

f 1890-91 

* 2,2.57 

4,4.'-^ 

.3,796 

8,541 

1,207 

2 .:iso 



-’U89m 

H,05( 

18,613 

1,030 

4,294 

2,200 

6,250 

... 

... 

Other leod-Kiaiiw 

p 8.9(1.91 

1,4.5,57C 

S.06,0.50 

81,090 

1.00,018 

20,454 

41.274 

67 

117 

■"11801-92 

4,39,553 

v,7o,7-a 

94,577 

1,05,007 

50,020 

1,94,098 

273 

477 

UidoB of cattle ... 

f 1890.91 

l,«.1.04l 

50,93.770 

5,057 

1,28.427 

1,10,2.11 

1,59,112 

41,11.()‘22 

3,453 

81,188 

-11891-02 

1.89,252 

59.90, IS» 

1,088 

45,960 

5:t,(J9,755 

1,170 

82.308 

Gunny bags ind cloth 

psoo-oi 

-11891.02 

i2.m 

11,071 

1.20,788 

1,10,512 

3.24,997 

8,11,401 

32,49.970 

85,29,339 

1,091 

802 

10,910 

8,982 

2.14.669 

5,90,838 

pt3 

if 

Sboll-Iac 

11800-91 

87.4.52 

31,159,200 

(U44 

24,525 
4-4, 807 

87,270 

8l ,.72,956 

140 

6,588 

80,486 

-1189U»S 

l,tH>Sl6 

j 36,20,617 

1,173 

1,00,146 

30,18.088 

797 

Copper unwrought 

11800-01 

-U801»02 

821 

113 

24,05!) 

8,360 

89,(554 ^ 
47,518 

11,09,792 

13,54,202 

8 

10 

2?5 

477 

86, ‘240 
45.254 

10,60.258 

12.89.738 

Bn»B, gitto 

fl89fl.01 

94 

23M 

11,818 

2,65,904 

17 

419 

9,370 

2.10,625 

•"1 1391.93 

88 

2,452 

5,bS0 

1.31,175 



5,169 

liiuoa 

• 

r 1800-01 

1.101 

47,529 

24,159 

4,080 

1,39,034 

863 

14,731 

8,188 

1,00,868 

Copper, wroughA 

- (1891-92 


C,010‘ 

2,02,338 

271 

11,133 

5,001 

1;70,647 

Brass, ditto ... 

j 1890-91 

21,573 

6,78.863 

7,84,462 

9,012 

3.71.741 

B.797 

1,80,471 

5,310 

2.10,288 

2,88,077 

•"(1881.92 

24,673 

16,401 

0,40,005 

D,r)74 

1,80,310 

0,930 

Iron 

p 899-91 

40,79.'» 

2,04.080 

7,45.700 

37,28,830 : 

11,998 

fi.7.ir>l 

7,l*2.304 

3.5,61,520 

36.68,310 

•••11891-92 

1,93,628 ^ 

6,08.451 

8,(44,862 

4';08,(I90 

13,840 

83,030 

7,70,486 

Opium 

518W-91 

80.323 

2,38,93,670 

202 

50,8.‘>4 

80, ,321 

2,3'J,93,(D0 



••■ 1 1891-92 

71,113 

2,1)0,22,770 

51 

13,081 

as, 0.38 

1,97.31,920 

1 

“258 

Ghoe 

11890-91 

l,3*,ira 

.36,96,803 

754 

24,788 

1,17,539 

29.73,076 

80 

988 

••'(1801-93 

l,3l.‘2>i6 

35,80,611 

1,254 

44,517 

1,29,000 

82,74,127 

108 

8,884 

Balt 

( 1890-91 

86,744 

2,01,308 

8,43.002 

11,14,757 

10,16,910 

1,204 

3.813 

8,:42.fl30 

10,81,046 

'■•11891-02 

1.10,022 

3, 84, .555 

8,25,414 

875 

1.14J 

3,20,768 

10,02,809 
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IX70RT8 IfTO 

Bxpobtb FaOK 

1 Oiroum TEAffio ivcludbd xv 



Bbhoal. 

BiflOlL. 


oo&uxpa2Tv>r). 


. CaiB9 BTinu Of Taiff la 

1 Quantity. 




Importe. 

Bxporta. 




Value, 

Quantity. 

Value. 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. | 

Value. 

1 

8 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 


9 



Mds. 

&9. 

Mds. 

Dili. 

MdR. 

Be. 

lids. 

Be. 

Baltpetn | 

1890^1 

8,30.070 

14.30,504 

77 

448 

8.39.746 

14.29.071 

73 

420 


8,48.112 

14,79,193 

105 

1,248 

2,48,063 

14,76,861 

108 

1,033 

Lmia«d j 

; 1890-91 

21.81,667 

88,14,699 

448 

1.792 

20.66.868 

78.77.252 

130 

880 

.18914)8 

81.13.181 

1,24,86.429 

1,164 

4.760 

88.81,639 

1,16,10,138 

20 

8$ 

Bw and mmtud M«d ... { }K 

2,4l,l3S 

4,59,846 

0,10.413 

80,07,776 

8,306 

4.706 

9.518 

20,001 

2,08,019 

3,74,900 

7,08.678 

10,30.171 

340 

48 

1,493 

188 

TilorjtaJiU „ ...j 

r 1890-91 

26,744 

1,10,068 

2.086 

8,104 

* 86.170 

1.07,614 

9 

36 

i 1891-92 

69.935 

2,60,046 

2.602 

10,108 

68.768 

2,64,433 

166 

744 

Gaitor soed j 

'1800-91 

45,154 

1,00,437 

1,447 

5,788 

31,331 

1.16,466 

2,69,191 

4 

IS 

11891-08 

91,663 

8,70.826 

1.481 

4,999 

89,108 

... 

... 

Poppy leed j 

r 1800.91 

2,48,803 

10,24,106 

9 

88 

2,27,931 

2,63.918 

9,46.231 



L 1891-98 

2.S5,irj5 

11,01,856 

6 

21 

10,72,143 


... 

Silk, nw 1 

[1890-91 

89 

80.267 

2,616 

0,00.092 

63 

20.2fO 

661 

8,21,660 

11801-98 

136 

47,1186 

2,616 

8,06,128 

88 

32,786 

577 

1,06.934 

Do., iDftOufactured ... j 

[1890-91 

840 

1.99,416 

1,202 

9,67,600 

284 

1,06.607 

837 

2.71,179 

118014)2 

801 

1,20.468 

I.IW 

12.69.868 

84 

42,814 

666 

4,10,913 

Sugar, reflnod | 

[1890-01 

9.272 

97,937 

1,56,<H)3 

16,28,161 

2.023 

21.364 ! 

1,27,801 

13,41.916 

[1891-98 

23.3!)4 

2,41,305 

85,t>l6 

8,58,160 

2,361 

24,3-47 

74,963 

7,49,830 

Do., anreflned ... { 

[1890-91 

71,882 

3,6.3,863 

4.20.086 

20,47,913 

22.922 

1.18.17C 

S3.9i3 

1,66,471 

[1891-9S 

1.01.068 

6.(16,481 

4.68,303 

20.62.362 

15,148 

76,716 

19,013 

86,668 

Tea (Indian) j 

[1890-91 

10,101 

S.^,106 

1.788 

64,368 

9,716 

3.09,428 

1,449 

1,087 

82,164 

[ 1891-92 

14.8'Jl 

6,()!).297 

1,131 

38,741 

14,6-10 

9,87.977 

37,233 

Tobaoco 

f 1800-91 

1,646 

20.134 

2,27,873 

18,16.212 

868 

7,631 

1,669 

40.478 

1 1891-08 

iw,n73 

1, 61^77 

1,94,143 

17,72,231 

18,128 

1,09,680 

1,474 

40,616 


The following statoaent shows tKe total weight of the internal rail-borne 
trade of Bengal canied between the different 
Internal trade of BcngaL registration blocks within the provinco during the 

past two years:— 



Into 

the Uilitki’ 
block. 

• 

Into tho 
HVrttorn 
Keiigal 
idock. 

Into the 

BHHtuni 

BhukuI 

block. 

Tnlotho 

Northern 

Heuital 

block. 

1 

Inin 

Uic Usiccn 
block. 

1 Into 
the Calcutta 

1 block. 

Into the i 
Chota 
Nagpur 
blocic. 

. 

Total. 

1 1 

2 

s 1 

4 

6 1 

6 

7 

a... 

8 

9 

Export from the’- 

Bihtr block 

Mda. 

Mda. 
3.1,95,26-11 
40.26, ill 

Mds. 
4.01, %2 
5,61,113 

Md!». 1 

2.45,037 

3,30,0:3 

Mds. 

20,8-42 

Sf.OhO 

Mds. 

1,00,78,826 

1,15,81,174 

Mds. 

46.833 

69,877 

Mda. 

1,44.-42.604 

1,05,63,707 

Weatern Bengal block... 

9.70.0% 

14,25,2-44 


36,06,785 

48,37,249 

2,81.221 

. 1,383 
2.139 

2.56, .30,004 
2,46,74,834 

1,12,315 

86,735 

3.03.91,71* 

3,13,90,428 

flaatern Bengal block ... { 

6C,1S6 

SU,094 

1,20.353 1 
2,19,219 


3,31,005 

2,75,771 

64,076 

44,509 

63,58,077 

(i5.93,(i80 

843 

1,898 

f5(»,47,139 

72,15,061 

Northern Bengal block 

5,66,413 

2,37.644 

2,72.681 

2,23,995 

1ft, W, 676 
6,60,218 

... 

3,132 

12,171^ 

63,10,512 

47,98,916 

4C0 

3-18 

72,36,974 

69,27,291 

Dacca block (1801-92 

441 

i.cas 

271 

1,105 

64,621 

46,807 

2,686 
9,807 ; 

• 

« 15,26.024 
9.80,717 

7 

4 

16,84,640 

0,46,158 

Calcutta block (i^l^ 

42, 49.929 
41,65,050 

19,37,605 

18.73.U6 

17.29,808 

18,22,563 

22,93,885 

25.06,722 

'2,fl7,(?70 

4,49,212 

■■ 

2.97,121 

3|05,409 

1,08,70,018 

1,11,76,724 

Chota Nagpur block 

74,974 

3,30,878 

4.94,488 

4,96,156 

7,776 j 
2S,;i88 

ill 

22,366 

671 

3 

2,29.470 

5,69,825 

... 

8,00,735 

14.24,698 

- . . Aroo-oi 

Total 

69,34 929 
68,80,948 

84,26, 6t'Cl 
68,49,023 

69,36, .KIT 
70,33.3^2 

29.38.306 

34,31,020 

4,57,973 

5,16,1ol 

, -,.e — 

4,91,34,119 

4,90,83,240 

4, .66, 678 
6,04.241 

7,22,84,834 

7,45,49,951 


• » 


The total* downward and upward trade, and the proportion borne by 
the Calcutta trade to th» total traie during the past two years, are given 
below 


Downward traffic ••• 
Upirud u ••• 

Total ... 


Total traffic. 

• 

Galontta traffic. 

Proportion of tho Calcutta 
traffic U) the total 
trade. 

1890-91. 

1891-99. 

1890-91. 

1891-99. 

1890*01. 

1891-99. 

Mda. 

Mda. 

Mda. 

Mda. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

6,90,90,(168 

0,08,66,946 

4,91,94419 

4,90,85,946 

86'16 

81-92 

L3’A64,266 

1,41,99,707 

1,09,76,018' 

1,11,76,794 

81'99 

78-74 


7,46,49,961 

6,00,10497 

6,09,61,970 

83 d 

80-89 
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BEKQAL ADMINI8TBATI0N BEFOBT. 




The quantities and values of all the chief articles of trade during the 
past two years, are shown in the subjoined statement! — 




Down Tbifvic. 

Up TK.iTFIO. 

OALCtJTTA TRAPFIO INCLUDBP IV 
COLUMNS 2 TO 0. 



! 

[Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 


Down. 

TTp. 




Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 


2 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 



Mdfl. 

llfl. 

Mds. 

Ra. 

Mds. 

Rs. 

Mds. 

Rs. 

Goal and coko * 

iHPo-ni 

2,08,19,810 

2.Kl.tt.089 

1.00. 57.1.31 

1.05.. */3,058 

6.52.450 

4,32,257 

3,44.671 

1,63,096 

2,17,17,46.3 

2,14,82,478 

81.44,049 

80,65,929 

5.3,483 

35,202 

20,056 

1.3,201 

Cotton, raw ; 

'IttWl-Ol 

82,172 

.*17,0&1 

0.03,225 

0,77,718 

8,510ft 

8.972 

1.1^3,087 

1.0.5.5?J0 

29.964 

3t>..38l) 

5.61,826 

0,65,002 

8,882 

6,010 

1,56,287 

1,5)1,520 

Cotton twist (Europoan) 

122 

21 

7,381 

1.213 

l.H.Hfti) 

1,39.019 

07,09,285 
74,551, 8-47 

8G 

21 

5.203 

1,213 

1.11,804 

1,28,039 

07.64.14® 

74.47,382 

Pitto (Indiun ) ... 

nwo-oi 
[ i8»i-5)a 

3fi.r.:u 

50,883 

11,87,257 

10,28,250 

1.39.179 

1,53,074 

45.23.318 

48,98.368 

85>.in9 

60,417 

11,75.167 

10,L3,:M!4 

1.34.aft7 

1,34,35)6 

40,48,677 

48,97,760 

Cotton picPo-giKslfl (Euro- 

ptlDJl) 

5 miKMu 
( ISUl.lW 

1,0811 

835 

73,000 

4*5,802 

1.3,08.173 

14,05,26.3 

9,57,72.110 

7,12,5)1,885. 

627 

5351 

4:i,soo 

28,072 

13.06,242 

14,04,403 

9 50,30,940 
7,11,02,1.30 

Ditto ( Indian) ... 

f is9n.»i 

X isoi-oa 

7.4f4 

7,020 

9.18,072 

2,00,484 

4.788 

4,030 

5.88,92 1 
1,75,5510 

3.344 

3,291 

4,11.312 

1,39,034 

3.072 

2.0.33 

4..61,0ri0 

1,10,414 

Indigo 

riH0n-0i 

1 lSlH-92 

on.iwt 

1,07.003 

1.3.5.74.070 

2.00,03,003 

378 

817 

77,112 
1,. 53, 187 

66,r.‘.*3 

1,051,5)47 

1.. 35.70. 69a 

2.00. 52.5512 

333 

778 

67,932 

1,45,875 

Whrat 

Cifion-ni 
\ istn-ya 

13..M\131 
2*;, 18,05.". 

33,'»8,577 

«.3.78.fir53 

22,440 

9,902 

r.c,ioi 

28,5Ul 

13.16,255 

2l.5ll).17t 

32,90,6.37 
62. 10, .600 

2,239 

3..376 

6,698 
9, 5)98 

Riee not in tlio husk 

f 189:i.pl 
i lan-via 

40.05.878 

37,48,32.8 

1.20,90.430 

1.07..53,W3 

8.57.746 

l3,7V25iO 

22,51 .583 
39,512.498 

42,5) 4, 101) 
3.5,15.5:4 

1,10.3,6.7512 

1,01,5)7,218 

50.806 

53,215 

1.57,148 

1.52.992 

P(i. in (ho husk 

(IMOn-lM 
( imua 

l'.8l,S‘i8 

5,18,331 

14,72.H47 

8,91.0*3 

1.2‘.),881 

1H),2.58 

• ,94,821 
1,511,394 

.3,27,705 

3,2.M94 

4,91,557 

5,24,0.53 

15,028 

6,282 

23.442 

151,208 

Jowiir and hajra 

flftOn.Oi 

X will J*' 

4,705 

0,107 

10..5Sfl 

H»,188 

184 

^J47 

414 

911 

4.237 

,,3.918 

9,533 

I5),2sr> 

16 

m 

.36 

900 

Oram and pulao 

flKiKifn 

w.Ko.oa:; 

1 22.23, .-My.'. 

47,01,582 

1.63.087 

1,57,2.55 

3,^‘>.,718 

3,93,1.38 

14,37,527 
. 18.550,5)32 

35,9.3,817 

45!..50,i:it) 

79.389 

09,729 

1,08.473 

1,74.322 

Other food-gi’aiiw 

( iHnn-Pi 

• X W1U.1L» 

3,11,373 

4,0.8,7S2 

5,11.90.3 

7,1.0,308 

R.llrt 

0,<432 

8.953 

9,5IMt 

2.92.31 S 
3,t2,(t')3 

.6,11,556 

6,99,008 

2.373 

1,839 

4,153 

Hidos of ctdllo 

( is'HMn 
• \ iHni-oa 

4.77, S8S 
3,55,930 

l,:H(»l.ri«7 

97.12,020 

2.978 

4,474 

73.323 

1.10,5)6.1 

4.73.371 

3,D*,263 

1.34,74.274 

911,5151,5)80 

55)7 

950 

11,871 

2l,9iD 

Juto, raw 

ftWiO.Ol 
• ( woi.tia 

91,0.1,888 

70,51,492 

?.80,43,100 
3.52,72, MlO 

45),77» 

11,785 

1,27.135 

88.925 

88,00,064 

65,77,5)7.*) 

2,7.5.00.200 

3,28,85.375 

5.074 

.5,35*1) 

17,731 

20,9.30 

G unny bngs and clot h . . 

< IfWlO fll 
iLSUMia 

4,fli],9a7 

4,12,123 

4«.09,27» 

43,27.291 

3.53.268 
3,93, .311 

35.:i2,5>so 

41,39,760 

4,45,031 
f 3,87,858 

44,50,310 

40.72.509 

?..)7.71i 
^ 3,3.3,348 

29.77,145) 
56,01), 15'! 

Stick-lttc 

J ISIVI.OI 
■ (181>l-92 

1.3t ,293 
W/.I97 

21 ,33.511 
10,93,918 

6,005 

7,174 

81,311 

l,22,H.i4 

32,040 

41,781 

5,20,6.'i0 

7,1.5,500 

963 

7H8 

15,486 

13.4i)t 

NhulMiu; 

( in;h».oi 
• } igyi-na 

77,471 

05,121 

29.0.7,102 

24.{hMt93 

930 

237 

34.875 

l),5)5;5 

wm 

64,863 

28,87,200 

24,81.010 

591 

88 

22.162 

3,300 

Copper, uiiwrought 

(ISflO-'ll 
• ( 1891.93 

. 4,7.80 
4,441 

1,39,712 

l,2e,.5tW 

10,1*9 

6,37i) 

2,90,39.5 

1,81,355 

4,715) 

4.431 

1,38.946 

l,2K,aS4 

10,000 

0,24.6 

2.97,8.32 

1,77.983 

Kro&s, dido 

f 1890.91 

X l«9l-93 

G92 
1 021 

15,670 

23,019 

9..552 

9.821 

2.14,925) 

2,251,973 

24!) 

452 

6.002 

10,170 

8,775 

9,737 

1.07,438 

2.19.083 

Copper, wrought 

nS9ri-ni 

'118(11-93 

370 

48U 

12,972 

10.08f) 

7,:M2 

2.:*,3.399 

1,77,114 

.331 

25)0 

11.400 

0,901 

7.273 

6,207 

8,56,018 

1,70,445 

llmss, dido 

51890-91 
■ 1 ihOi-oa 

, 20.073 

22.897 

8/:H,011 

8,98.75)7 

0,5,72.3 

51,253 

27.13,962 
35), 11,685) 

18,5)30 

20,248 

7.43.tt86 

7.94,734 

02,036 

48,090 

25.50,700 

18,87.708 

Iron .. .... 

n‘'tJo-9i 

•0891-93 

1,18,774 
2.02, 2S7 

ri.9.3,S70 

9.«Kl,9lJ 

6.49,085 

11,651,2.39 

33.48,42.5 

5.5,39.035 

1.08,742 

1,15),047 

5,43.710 

5,22,723 

5.94,847 

11.00,029 

29,74.335 

52,50,488 

Other metals 

f ISVO-Ol 
• ( ISttl-Di 

18.1 19 
10, 9W 

2.03>89 

1,90,013 

02,283 

70,457 

7,00,7051 

7,92,(Hl 

15,916 

11,714 

1,79.055 

1,31,782 

66,403 

05,783 

0,36,546 

7,30,486 

Oil.koroaino 

51890.91 
" ( 1891.92 

15,787 

ll.ittO 

59.25)1 

49,420 

6.43,2.34 

6,18.229 

25), 44, 703 
22.5)2,47.3 

81 

1,082 

.394 

4#03 

4,47,707 

3,89,7.30 

16,70,180 

10,50,353 

Linsoi'd 

fj 890411 
"11891-93 

31.20.900 

38,91,^252 

1,37,07,0(8) 

1,00,51.414 

19.219 

17,032 

76,870 

70,345) 

•3.3.90,237 

38,63,993 

1..35,60,918 

1.58.97.721 

56 

30.3 

224 

1,505 

Rape and uiiistard sood 

f 1800-91 
•UWl-93 

12,70,855 
1 5,03,000 

* 52. 12.276 
••.l,5li),5H)0 

1,W,9550 

1,34,151 

< 5,Ri,>p;i 

6.70,112 

9, 3!), 5)70 
11, 3*. 515) 

38..36,.639 

48,21,068 

64.602 

01,207 

3,24,821 

2,00,385 

Til or jinjili 

f 1890-91 
X 1891-02 

7.8,829 

2.00,917 

2.95,.31C 

8,37,550.8 

422' 

413 

1.088 

l,5lo3 

08,.378 
?, 08.715) 

2.74.S18 

7,94,840 

353 

.390 

1,418 

1,500 

1 

CusTor neiHl 

• 

{ 18904)1 
"0891 .93 

S.9S.010 

5,52,270 

i,7fl,o:w 

1,71,428 

11,92,064 

I8,li3.9.31 

83 

285 

332 

mi 

2,90.12^ 

6,5l).5)4l 

11.84.312 

18,60,358 

::: 

27 

Poppy seed 

C 1890.01 
•'11891.92 

7,48.127 

7.28.569 

1,799 

914 

7.616 

3,883 

1,54,301 

1,54,108 

0.55.779 

6,64,959 

1,302 

091 

5,534 

2,000 

Other oihseeda ... 

11800.91 

••tl8J>l-93 

1,10,400 

1,11,374 

3.17.573 

3,19,913 

6RG 

1.708 

1.08.3 

4,911 

84.686 

82,406 

2.43,165 

2,86,014 

.314 

1,601 

1*473 

4,770 

Opium 

< 1800.01 
•• 08l'l-98 

77,592 

58.8>Ui 

l.»5,33,780 

l,60,t)3»9»9 

1.804 

1,786 

4..'5-t.l,57 

4,58.109 

77.537 

68,78.3 

1.05,10,040 

1,60,77,830 

1,3C4 

1.730 

4,54,1^ 

4,58fel00 

Ghoe 

f 1890.91 
'•Uf’01-93 

45,065 

68,706 

14.81,182 

257,84,063 

9,886 

8,100 

3,29,00$ 

2,80,685) 

87,431 

40,888 

0,01,704 

14.30,824 

0,052 

7,700 

8,07,684 

S.73,ri63 

Salt 

n890.91 

••US9l.t)2 

20,413 

6,001 

66,342 

20,638 

43.35,586 

49,74,336 

1.40,74,403 

1.41,04,800 

378 

826 

1,200 

70.3 

43,17,248 

1.40,31,040 

1,42,78,288 



XMl.9a.l: 


tbahe. 


20r 




Dowh Teippic, 

•av"-*’jrr,T;g :i , r-,- ■ - - 

Up Tbapfio. 

Calcutta Trappio in( ludbd in 

OOLOMRI 2 TO 1 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Down. 

u 

P. 



Quantity. 

Valuo. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 


» 

S 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Saltpetre 

yiBoo-oi 

Mde. 

4.12,300 

Its. 

23,71.240 

MdH. 

1.943 

Us. 

11,169 

Mdo. 

.4,11,370 

08. 

23,65,412 

Ud*. 

Rs. 

11,086 

-Iwoi-ua 

3,99.006 

2&,4lt.7N3 

6.7b0 

36,886 

3,99,203 

26,44,9jb 

6.781 

36,8.54 

Silk, raw 

f 1880-01 
•li8oi-oa 

24.259 

88.72,729 

1.076 

6,12.074 

17.077 

62,45,913 

941 

.3,43,247 

20.4GS 

03,96.312 

751 

2,34,534 

16,146 

50,43,313 

677 

1.80,160 

Silk, nanutactured 

(*1890-91 

...11801>92 

2.074 

23>4.070 

178 

1,43,290 

2.80*4 

22,57,220 

168 

1,36,S40 

(lodiau) 

2.290 

17,'i4,U8S 

228 

1.71,656 

2.181 

16,44,279 

113 

85,075 

Sugar, refined 

f 1800-91 
••• 11891-113 

30,468 

3,10.914 

1,29,120 

IS, .I.!, 823 

11. 8U 

1.21.331 

1,28,320 

13,47,300 

37,414 

3,74.114) 

1,13,831 

11,53.310 

21,023 

2,19,230 

1,14.3X7 

11.4'5,170 

Do., unroflood ... 

( 1890-91 
•••11891-93 

4,17,333 

20,34.407 

«.44.*27 

n.m.fisa 

2,71,508 

13,23,602 

1,58,274 

7,71,686 

4,13,786 

18,62.037 

2,34.467 

10,55,057 

3.02,048 

1.3,59.216 

1,48,(V40 

0,66,180 

Stone and Lime ... 

( 1890.91 

• • iwfii-oa 

10.81 .300 

8,40,000 

49,06*2 

24..'«1 

11,12,298 

5,56,140 

41.758 

20.879 

20,82,774 

1-5.02,080 

57.660 

43,345 

12.20,074 

0,15,65.5 

81,437 

23,678 

Tea, Indian 

n 890-01 
• 1 1801-02 

3.32.477 

1,19,09,172 

1,162 

41,832 

3,r'.2.42!l 

1,10,07,444 

i.083 

33,962 

6,13,096 

1,70,64,363 

1,653 

60,615 

5,13,053 

1,76,02,890 

1.604 

64.937 

Tobaoeo 

i 1890-01 

4.31.209 

33.41,870 

26,121 

1.04.687 

2.79,830 

21,68,682 

13,341 

1,0.3..3.93 

-11891-92 

5.07.947 

40,51,780 

19,237 

1,70,7*28 

3,70,030 

32,84,016 

11,623 

1,211,770 


TRAFFIC ALONtJ TIIE STATE RAILWAYS. 


'I'he total quantity and valu’e of the traffic carried up and down by the 

E»t.m Bwl eft. M..,. '*"""8 P“‘ *''» 


years, are shown below: — 


Total, 


1890 - 91 

1891 - 92 


Downward Dpward 

traffic. traffic. 

Mda. Mds. 

... 1 , 34 , 66,250 84 , 19,324 

... 1 , 78 , 60,304 92 , 95,843 


Quantity. 





Value. 


Mds. Bs. 

2 . 18 , 85,574 14 , 49 , 48,030 

2 , 00 , 56,147 17 , 88 , 03,952 


The quantities and values of the chief staples of traffic carried downwards 
and upwards by this railway during the past two years, are given belnw : — 





Downward 

traffic. 

• 

Upward 

traOic. 

Total. 

CniEF Staples of Tbaffic. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

I 


3 

4 

• 

5 




Mds. 

Mda, 

MJs. 

Rs. 

Coal and coko 


1890-01 

.1891-92 

0.77,139 

34,17,203 

32,08,561 

31,77,343 

41,85,690 

06,04,606 

16,69,634 

24,72,977 

Cotton, raw 

-1 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

1,10,641 

80,011 

2.88b 

2,324 

1,13,424 

02,236 

21.26,700 

16,60,231 

Cotton twist ^nd yam 

... j 

1690-91 
! 1891-92 

1 36,106 

' 60,213 

i.od.oro 

1,60,430 

1,41,176 

2,00,673 

70.14.476 

93,14,420 

Cotten piece-goods (Ento- ; 
pesa) ••• 

; 1890-91 

1 1801*92 

347 

60 

6,26,468 

6,89.319 

6,26.816 

6,80,360 

4,88.77,060 

4fl8.77.093 

Drugs and clioniicals, 
intoxicating ... 

not 1 

i 

[ 1800-91 
[ 1891-92 

1,073 

2,889 

6.087 

6,240 

0,138 

0,129 

^9,498 

1,00,419 

Indigo ••• 

( 

- ( 

r 1890-91 
[1891-92 

4,188 

11,965 

285 

'714 

4,473 

12,670 

9,12,492 

23,77,318 

Tonnsrio 

- 1 

••• ' 

r 1690-91 
[1891-92 

1,01,360 

77,954 

7,239 

6,486 

* 

1,08,689 

84,439 

7;32,976 

i6,64,402 

Whwt 

( 

••• * 

C 1890-91 
[1891-92 

1.07.103 

1,89,725 

4,410 

3,400 

1,11,613 

1,93,191 

2,78.783 

6,66,424 
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sssaacas 


Downward 

traffic. 

Upward 

traffic. 

Total. 

Chibf Staples of Tbaffic. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 




Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Bi. 

Paddy 

-1 

1890- 01 

1891- 92 

6,23,133 

2,19,476 

68,780 

34,124 

6,91,913 

2,63,699 

10,37,370 

4.12,098 

Bice 

...j 

1890-91 

.1891-92 

7,06,732 

7,14,719 

1.38,880 

1,74,634 

8,45,612 • 
8,89,253 

22,19,731 

35,66.608 

Gram aud pulse 

...j 

1890.91 

.1891-92 

3,99,302 

8,44,273 

1,95,364 

1,09,990 

6,94,666 

9,64,268 

14,86,640 

23,85,663 

Hides o£ oattio ...* 

...j 

1890^1 

.1891-92 

2,21,038 

1,88,231 

l,20t 

623 

2,22,242 

1,88,764 

47.78,203 

40,58,211 

Jute, raw 

...j 

1890-91 
. 1891-92 

66,63,659 

67,69,871 

2,628 

2,181 

66,66,187 

67,62,052 

2,08,00,584 

3,38,10,260 

Gunuy bags and cloth 

... j 

' 1890-91 
.1891-92 

4,42,678 

3,83,743 

60.807 

1,05,792 

4,93,486 

4,89,636 

49,34,860 

61,40,118 

Liquors 

...j 

' 1890-91 
[ 1891-92 

i 62 

223 

17,660 

20,124 

17,622 

20,347 

6,19,473 

1 7,88,907 

Copper, wrought and 
wrought 

un- ( 
••• ( 

: 1890-91 
. 1891-92 

30 

336 

4,036 

2,330 

4.065 

2,666 

1,86,408 

84,536 

Brass, wrought and 
wrought 

un - 1 

: 1890-91 

L 1891-93 

13.005 

15.5 J1 

63,235 

86,722 

66,240 

52,293 

26,79,803 

19,98,281 

Iron 

-1 

r 1890-91 
[ 1891-92 

14,902 

20,760 

2,40,892 * 
3.38,443 

2,66,794 

8,69,203 

12,78,970 

17,06,214 

Oils 

1 

1 

C 1890-91 
[1891-92 

665 

3,097 

2,66,629 

6,49,369 

2,66,284 

6,52,466 

17,06,668 
20,49,617 ^ 

Linseed 

1 

'•‘i 

f 1890-91 
[ 1891-92 

3,31.700 

3,32,501 

1,160 

263 

3.32,866 

3,32,764 

13,31,424 

13,72,662 

Bape and mustard seed 

( 

r 1890-91 
[1891-92 

3,09,664 

6,49,455 

37.2.31 

26, m 

3,46,896 

6.74,672 

14,30,942 

24,41,931 

Provisfons "... 

( 

i 

r 1890-91 
[1891-92 

70,602 

84,898 

1,16-525 

1,27,508 

1,87,127 

2,12,406 

20,27,066 

22,79,279 

Bailway plant and rolling* < 
stock 

f 1890-91 
[1891-92 

2,08,670 

1,91,265 

6,75,130 

8,01,063 

7,88,700 

2,92,828 

43,20,936 

60,63,633 

Salt 

... 

C 1800-91 
[ 1891-92 

I. 546 

J, S9l 

12,83,679 

18,80,467 

12.86,125 

13,81,868 

41,76,666 

43,18,306 

Silk, raw (Indian) 

% 

• ... 

f 1890-91 
U«»l-92 

elfioo 

7,461 

98 

177 

0,698 

7,628 

24,49,793 

23,88,760 

a 

Spices 


Cd890.9l 

11891-92 

2,71,988 

3,67,549 

1,16,603 

86,167 

3,88,661 

4,53,706 

36,98,676 

36,90.648 

Sugar, unrefined 

••1 

( 1890-91 
41891-92 

1,71,617 

2,27,466 

2,38,106 

2,29,257 

4,04,622 

4,66,728 

19,73;683 

20,66,349 

Tea t.. 

■ •H 

C 1890-91 
1 18yi-92 

3,26,461 

5,06,800 

673 

1,300 

t 

8,27,123 

6,03,100 

1.17,76,428 

1,74.03,420 

Tobacco 


C 1890-91 
1x891-92 

2,80,126 ' 
3,76, 54d« 

16,134 

23,166 

A' 

2,96,260 ' 
3,98,699 

23,19,896 

86,70.968 


The total weight and. value of the traffic borne by this Railway during 
Calcutta and South-Baatem the past two years, are given below 
State Bailvay. 


1890 - 91 

1891 - 92 


Traffic towards 
Oalotttta. 


Traffic from 
Galoutta. 


••a 


ms. 

11 , 66.265 

12 , 71,247 


Hds. 

4 , 74,008 

26 , 32,381 


Total. 

r- 

Quantity. Yalas. 

Mds. Bb. 

16 , 39,273 64 , 83,826 

39 , 03,628 65 , 03,312 


• • 4 



mini. m 

^ The sab|oIned abstract shows the quantities and yalues of iiie chief 
artioles of trade carried over this line daring the past two years • 


Towarth Calcutta, 


Yalae. 


EsrosineM 

Bioo 

Other food'grains 
Hides and ^os 
Metals 

Sugar (unrefined) 


1890.91. 

1891.92. 

1890.91. 

1891.93. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

1,82,161 

2,90,641 

6,92,699 

12.36,224 

1,60,724 

2,56,982 

4,21,900 

7,38,823 

44.656 

28,110 

67,476 

- 47,639 

1,635 

2,031 

35,153 

43,868 

2,406 

42 

855 

8,746 

13,261 

6,973 

16,997 


From Calcutta. 


Goal and ooke 
Eailwaj plant and tolling* 
4 )took. 

Cotton piece>goods 
Provisions ... 

Salt ... 

Spioes ' ... 

Tobaooo ... • ... 


Quantity. 

i890-91. 1891.92! 

Mds. Mds. 
1,39,226 24,03,70* 

68,458 78,393 

739 ‘ 892 

A003 8,235 

3,766 3,693 

2,787 . 2,807 

5,545 6,548 


Value. 


1890.91. 

1891-92: 

Bs. 

Bs. 

62,210 

9,02,139 

3,18,073 

8,18,976 

63,797 

60,659 

28,676 

78,415 

12,240 

11,641 

22,897 

23,328 

43,530 

60,764 


- H 

The statistics of trade carried by the Northern Bengal State Bailway 

Northfn Bengal State BaUway. t*»ose of the Assam-Bihdr shction. The total 

quantity and value of the traflSc borne by both 
railways daring the past two years, are given in the subjoined statement: — 


1890.91 

1891.92 


Down traffic. Up traffic. 

Mds. Mds. 

89,03,137 43,04,894 

77,17,245 . 62,70,502 


Totai.. 


Quantity. 

Mds. 


■ Value.- 
Bs. 


1,32,03,031 8,90,87,301 

1,29,87,747 10,10,31,863 


The quantities and values of the principal articles carried over this line 
during the past two years, are shown in the following statement 


Cbisf Staflss of Tbaffio. 

DoiFii traffic. 

Up traffic. 

Toi'al. 

Quantity. 

VolTW. 

o 

1 

2 

3 

"S ■-*" 

4 

5 

J 


M(i&. 

- .... . j 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Es. 

Oo^tDdooke ... | 

1890-91 

.1691.92 

72,884 

16,137 

6,60,904 

4,46,968 

7,28,788 

4,68,096 

8,71,408 

1.73,661 

Cottoa twift and yam | 

1890-91 

.1891-98 

226 

176 

24,036 

81,606 

24,262 

81,682 

13,2o,265 

16,89,376 

Cotton pioao-goodi ( 
iJtniopaan) ... 1 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

1 

1,196 

868 

8.45,981 

3,66,736 

8.46,637 

8,67,604 

3,42,66.880 

2,49,87.078 

Bngi.aiid ohomioali,* 
aotiiuoxisati'itg ... 1 

ii 

798 

1,818 

2,974 

3,799 

3,767 

6,611 

43.175 

01.781 


V 


P 
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CU»1^< 


T 1 

i 


- 

■foVAi. 

^ ^ ^ 

Chief Stafies or Tbafwc. |D 

own traffic. 

Up traffic. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

' .. 1 

3 

4 

5 



Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Bba 

Intoxicating; drugs, C 1890-91 
other than opium ... 1 1891-921 

4,709 

6,437 

1,164 

125 

6,873 , 

6,663 '• 

, 69,742 

1,80,070 

Juto, raw 

5 1890-91 
••• { 1891-92 

40.97,121 

36,62,782 

4,443 

2,670 

41.01,664 : 

36,55,462 ] 

1,28,17,388 

1.82.77.860 

„ . 1 1 4.1. f 1890-81 

Ounny bags and clotn j 

4,47.121 

4,01,074 

5i,892 

37,937 

6,02,013 

4,39,011 

50,20,130 

46.09^616 

Oram and pulse 

0890-91 
••• (.1891-92 

36,610 

43,096 

2,04.329 

2,40.332 

2.39.948 

2,90,3*28 

6,99,870 

7.26, 8i0 

Kico 

f 1890-91 
— 11891-92 

11.61,270 

8,26,661 

3,32.159 

9,20,636 

14,83,430 

17,47,187 

38,94,001 

60,23,071 

Paddy ... 

( 1890-91 
••*11891-92 

16.15.031 

8.80,507 

«1 8,984 
2,66,111 

16,34,016 

11,46,678 

24,51,023 

18,61,787 

Other food-grains 

f 1890-91 
•11891-92 

31,187 

38,079 

• 

. 

30.174 

33,869 

61,361 

71,038 

c 

1,30,600 

1,72,126 

Hidos of cattle 

f 1890-91 
•••11891-92 

63.133 
67,231 • 

1,274 

1,175 

64,407 

68,406 

13.84,760 

12,66,729 

Leather, manufactured ^ 

116 

454 

2,089 

4.639 

3,802 

6,003 

6,69,871 

10.49.379 

Liquors ... 

<1890-91 
•“t 1891-92 

61 

49 

11,827 

11,914 

11,878 

11,966 

3,84,011 

4,46,635 

Metals 

< 1890-91 
••• ll891-9’2 

15,465 

16,140 

2.18,400 

3,00,627 

2.33.865 

3,16,667 

28,13,364 

28,94,973 

Kape and mustard < 1890-91 
seed ... .,.^1891-92 

2,50.104 

2,60,720 

6,684 

67,233 

2,66,788 
3,17,963 ■ 

10,69,260 

13,51,300 

Linseed ... 

< 1890-91 
•••(.1891-92 

36,3‘16 

39,936 

t 

10 

142 

36,335 

40,077 

1,46,840 

1,66,817 

llailway plant ^ 
rolling-stock 

md ( 1890-91 
...11891-92 

1,08,607 

1,67,871 

2,71,499 

2,63,331 

3,80,006 

4,21,202 

19,60.366 

19,17,823 

Ghee ... 

( 1890-91 
- (.1891-92 

673 

910 

6,924 

7,851 

7.697 

8,761 

2,49,761 

8,11,016 

• 

Other kinds of pi^ori- ( 1890-91 
siouB ... ... (^1891-92 

444173 

80,469 

1,17,976 

1,70,020 

1,62,348 * 
2,06,489 

' 16,48,628 

19.69.748 

Salt ••• 

/ 1890-91 
’• ( 1891-92 

114102 

70,170 

t 

' 10.21,620 
. 9,01,822 

10,33,122 

9,71,492 

> 88,67,646 
80,86,912 

■4 

8]}ioe8 

< 1890-91 
••• i|891-fl2 

314170 

28,689 

83,730 

76,842 

1,16,100 

1,03,931 

14,21,992 

10,83,444 

Sugar, refined 
unrefined 

and < 1890-91 
...11801-92 

• 

6,226 

23,834 

1,77,894 

2,02,880 

1,83,620 

2,20,714 

10,37.246 

11,88,370 

Tea, Indian 

< 1890-91 
••• 1 1891-92 

2,82.913 

3,n,4M 

667 

628 

2,82,880 

8,68,082 

1,01,M,680 

1,28,62.696 

Tobacco 

<1890-91 
••• 1 1891-92 

S.86,973 

6,33,860 

8.027 

21.482 

8,95,000 

6.66,092 

30,72.896 

49,60,860 







m 


The total traffic camef^rer this line during the past two years, was as 

Dwes .State BaUw»x. follows:— 


1890.dl 

1891-92 


Totai. 


Downward 

Upward 


1 

traffio. 

traffic. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Us 

20,06,120 

6,94,898 

27,00.018 

2.61,23,004 

11,98,713 

7,88,950 

19,87,663 

2,54,84,479 


The principal commodities carried each way 
are exhibited in tho following statement: — 


during the past two years, 



Downward 

Upward 

Total. 



traffic. 

traffic. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 


* 1 


4 

6 



Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Bs. 

r. I j 1 (1890-91 

Coal and coke ... ^ ]g9i.92 

2,828 

1,678 

86,868 

1,-23,291 

88,696 

1,24,969 

33,261 

46,863 

C(»tton, rav ... ^ 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

* 21,602 
20,957 

6,887 

6,096 

27,389 

26,063 

6.13,544 

4,68,964 

Cotton twist and C 
yarii‘(European) ... (. 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

• •• 

27,226 

27,946 

27,226 

27.945 

16,47,178 

16,13,824 

Ditto (Indian) ... | 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

116 

660 

803 

1,673 

919 

2,233 

29,868 

1,68,513 

Cotton piece-goods \ 

(European) ... ( 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

60 

6 

1,62,147 

1,76,724 

1,62,197 

1,76,780 

1,1.3,63,700 

I,i9,49,6«) 

Bice not in the husk | 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

• 

1.414 

28,726 

1..328 

1,608 

2,602 

30,283 

7,356 

86,920 

Oram and pulse ... | 

1890- 91 

1891- 99 

8,348 

14,427 

26,928 

23,189 

80,276 

37,616 

76,600 
* 94,040 

Hides of oattle ... | 

1890-91 

1 1891-92 

1,40,095 

1,19,721 

974 

516 

1,41,069 
* 1,20,237 

30,82,984 

26,86.096 

Jntei raw ... | 

11890-91 

[1891-92 

17,35,600 

8,61,158 

10,684 

267 

17,46.234 

8,61,426 

64,66,981 

43,07,126 

Leather* manufac- \ 
lured ... ... 1 

r 1890-91 
[1891-92 

♦ 

69 

97 

2,327 
8,266 « 

• 2.396 

lb292 

• 

6,64,268 

6,90,497 

BrasSf wrought 

5 1890-91 
} 1891-92 

239 

693 

• 

9.202 

6,688 

9,441 

7,881 

3,89.441 

2,89,704 

Iron •.* 

( 1890-91 
11891-82 

818 

621 

27,178 • 
30,444 

27,996 

31,065 

1,39,980 

1,47,659 

Bape and^mustard ... 
•Seed ••• ••• 

(1896-91 
1 1891-92 

,s 27.044 
44,167 

• 

k 

276 

21,130 

44.432 

1,11,911 

1,88,836 

Bailway plant and 
roUing^stook ... 

(* 1890-91 
1 1891-92 

28.841 

28,249 

44.808 

40.816 

• 

68,649 

67,104 

3,48,799 

2,72^766 

Salt ••• ••• 

( 1890-91 
11891-92 

• •• 

22,6$1 

98,891 

22,631 

98,391 

73,661 

3,07,472 

Spices ••• 

(1880-91 
1 1801-82 

2,669 

4,947 

11.161 

10,316 

18,830 

16,268 

1.38,146 

2,80,662 

nnrefined 

(189a91 

tl88l4>2 

60 

96 

74,606 

66,600 

74,656 

66,605 

3.63,948 

2M722 


t2 
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BEKOAL ADUINISTBAIIOV BKFOBT. 


The total quantity and value of the .traffii[||.enmed over the Kalhati 
„ State Railway during the past two years, are 

State lUilwej. ^ 



Nalhati 

Azimganj. 

Totai.. 


to 

to 

Quantity. Yalub. 


Azimgaoj. 

Nalhati. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. Ba. 

1890.91 

4,18,691 

1.21,107 

5,39,698 66,67,269 

1891.92 

4,64,786 

1,03,732 

5,68,618 .46,03,079 


The chief articles of traffic carried each way during the past two years, are 
shown in the statement below : — 


Chief Articles of Traffic. 

Nalhati 

Azimganj 

Total. 

to 

Azimganj. 

to 

Nalhati. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

6 


• Mda. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Bs. 

Coal and coke ... ^ 

2.37,160 

2,39,678 

15 

2,37,169 

2,38,693 

88,986 . 
69,847 

r. .A } 1800 91 

Cotton, paw ... J i 89 i.g 2 

1,863 

2,276 

8 

43 

1,871 

2,318 

86.081 

41.736 

Cotton piece-goods *) | q^a qi 

(European and S 

Indian) ...J 

• 

10,156 

7.839 

i 

230 

2a4 

10,385 

8,073 

7,26,950 

6,49,873 

Jute, raw, and gunny f 1890-91 
bags and olotli ... 1 1891-92 

1,696 i 
1,112 

34,398 

69,267 

36,094 

68,369 

1,33,878 

.,2,76.601 

„ , , { 1890-91 

Gram and pulse ... ^ 1391.92 

42,662 

60,280 

48,991 

21,034 

91,653 

81,314 

2,18,604 

1,90,209 

Hides and skins ^ 2^92-92 

143 

127 

1.496 

1.681 

1,637 

1,808 

86,196 

38,873 

- . . • C I89f>-01 

Liqliora ... -12891-92 

193 

253 

126 

196 

378 

8,309 

10,178 

nir A 1 (i890-91 

Metals ... j 2891r92 

4,934 

2,788 

1,540 

1,305 

6,464 

4,093 

1,36,839 

84,388 

Bail way plant and ( 1890-91 
rolling-stock. C 1891-92 

6,700 

35,631 

2,045 

2132 

8,746 

86,893 

3^468 

1,66,748 

. .C 1890-91 

Oil-eeode **(,1891-92 

11,03*9 

89,566 

8,933 

4,867 

14,972 

44.413 

60,088 

1,77,786 

< 1890-91 

uus ... j 1892-92 

1,616 

1,991 

55 

1,042 

1,671 

8,033 

16,990 

20,639 

fl it, /T \ (1890-91 

Silk, raw (Indian) ... ^28#l-92 

1,639 

995 

8,876 

3,678 

6,419 

4,678 

19,80,171 

1 14,60,812 

Silk piece-goods ( 1890-91 

(Indian) ...11891-92 

1,834 

258 

1,408 

1,084. 

#, 

3,243 

1,343 

26,09,810 

10 , 10,868 

O 


c 


The gr&ss weight and value of the traffic carried by this railway during 



Downward 

Upward 


traffic. 

traffic. 


Mdse 

Mda. 

1890-91 

... 58,78,261 

47,87,283 

1891-92 

... 50,71,890 

60, 6], 614 


Totai» • 

/ — 

Quantity. Tidue. 

Mds. Bs. 
1,06,65,544 8;90,70,a60 
1,01,33,504 6,99,60,606 
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principal articles of merchandise carried over this lino during the past 
two years, were as follows : — or 


r^TTTlIV fiTA1>T Va />-n 

Traffic to- 
wards Ganges 
bank. 

V 

Traffic from 

Total. 


'X J. 


Giiiigcs 

bank. 

QuB.ntify. 

Value. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 




Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Es. 

Coal and coke 

... j 

■ 1890-91 
. 1891-93 

9,248 

1.37,316 

6,60,788 

5,93,819 

6.69.986 

7.31,134 

2.47,496 

2.74,176 

Colton, raw 

5 1890-91 
•" / 1891-92 

1 

1,319 

1,315 

11.003 

9,360 

13,282 

11,105 

2,49.038 

2,01,510 

Cotton piece-goods ] 

(Kuropeau) ... ( 

1 1890-91 
[1891-92 

3,027 

1,841 

2,86.956 

2,68,707 

2,89.98.3 

2,60,548 

2,02,98,910 

1.77,17,264 

Ditto (Indian) 

( 

f 1890-91 

L 189L-92 

762 

1,031 

8,671 

4,^80 

7.323 

6,317 

9,00,729 

3,77,607 

Drugs and chemicals- 

f 1890.91 

1 1891-92 

497 

3,690 

2,340 

2,300 

I 

2.837 

6,09ii 

1,43,269 

96,178 

Indigo ... 


C 1890-91 

1 1891-92 

61,671 

66,984 

• 

1,400 

1,008 

63.077 

68,592 

1.98,07,708 

1,09,86,000 

Jnte and gunny bags 
and cloth 

f 1890-91 
^1891-92 

25.476 

28,-216 

97,096 

72.854 

1,22.571 

1,01,069 

11,91.711 

9,88,767 

Wheat ... 

• •• 

0890-91 

11891-02 

1,18.744 

98,225 

15,880 

17,049 

1,34.624 

1,15,874 

/ 

3,36.660 

3,33,138 

Oram and pulse 


f 1890-91 

1 1801-92 

42,449 

20,977 

15,400 

9,156 

67,849 

30,133 

1,44,623 

75,333 

Bice 

• •• 

f 1890-91 
11891-92 

21,66,160 

16,03,661 

9,99,403 

13,79,635 

81.06.663 

29,83,080 

83.09,603 

86,76,360 

Other grains 

• •• 

f isSo-oi 

1 1891-92 

7,39,161 

6,02,410 

3,93,143 
8.96, 905 

11,32,304 

9,99,316 

19.81,850 

17,17,901 

Hides and skins 

• « • 

S 1890-91 

1 1891<92 

82,198 

82,844 

3,867 

6,610 

86.065 

88,464 

• 

21,03,968 

21,63,141 

Lao 


f 1890-91 
11891-92 

663 

926 

13,728 

9,622 

14.381 

10,647 

2,33.691 

4,03,423 

Liquors ... 


C 1890-91 
(.1891-92 

234 

l,«ip4 

6,704 

1,866 

6,933 

3,470 

2,77,601 

1,00,484 

Uetals ... 

• •• 

C 1890-91 
US91-92 

6,691 

17,662 

1,04,828 

87,133 

9 

1,11,519 

1,04,(195 

11,54.910 

16,27,856 

Ghee 

• • • 

f 1890-91 
(1891-92 

81,191 

18,128 

984 

1,900 

32,175 

2(1,028 

10,57,763 

7,10,994 

Salt ..e 

••t 

f 1890-91 
11891-92 

14,026 

97,873 

9.64,021* 

8,08,689 

9,68,047 

9,01,462 

31,46,153 

28,17,069 

Saltpetn 

• 


1 181^-91 
( 1891-92 

2.16,761 

;,04,117 

l,f44 • 
2,322 

2,18,495 

2,06,439 

12,56,346 

13,16,049 

Liiiseed .«• 

• •• 

11890-91 

C1891-02 

8’32,221 

6,66,493 

14.411 

24,718 

8,36,632 

6,81,206 

33,46.528 

28.09.976 

Rape and mustard 
Seed. 

f 1890-91 
0891-92 

8.66,591 

2,76,133 

9,689. 

6,184 

3.75.180 

2,81,317 

15,47,618 

11,95,697 

Sjnees .«• 

... 

C 1890-91 
11891-92 

12,714 

14,566 

75,612 

41,SMi7 

88..326 

66,442 

9,37,622 

6,83,612 

Sugar ••• 

• f* 

C 1890-91 
11891-92 

48,148 

66,993 

64,716 

76,174 

• 

1,07,864 

1,31.167 

7,68,963 

8,62,140 

Xobacoo 


<1890-91 

11891-92 

3,62,198 

2,69,838 

22,438 

70,978 

3,74,631 

3,80,216 

1,66.94,016 

29,30.667 


p 3 
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BKNOAL ADMUriSTBATION BEPOBT. 


[UiBl-W. 


The total traffic attracted to the Patna*Ga\% State Railway during the 

P«tna-Gaya State Eailvay. past tWO years, Was as folloWB ^ 


1890- 91 

1891- 93 


Down traffic, or 
towards Gaya. 

Mda. 

0.24,979 

9,40,804 


Up traffic, or 
from Gaya. 

Mdfi. 

14.27.336 

16,01,191 


Tom. 

Value# 
Rs. ^ 
1,63.69,601 
l871»23.339 


Quantity. 

Mds. 

20,62,314 

25,46,065 


The chief articles of traffic carried each way during the past two years, 
are shown in the subjoined statement : — 



Traffic 

Traffic 

Total. 

CuiBT Staples of Traffic. 

towards 

from 




Guy a. 

Gaya. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

£s. 

Coal and coko ... ^ 

56.432 

258 

66.690 

20,894 

1,19,990 

... 

1,19,990 

44,996 

« fl890.91 

6,973 

366 

7.339 

1,37,606 

Cotton, raw ... | ig9i.92 

6,U7 

• 284 

6,401 

1,16,218 

( m9o«oi 

Cotton twist and yam iggi.gg 

16,788 

18,600 

46 

• 89 

15,834 

18,689 

6.41,625 

6,06,855 

Cotton piece-goods f 1890-91 
(European) . . . 1891-02 

33,489. 

96 

33,664 

33,49,480 

23,88,364 

31,948 

‘ 175 

• 35,123 

Ditto (Indian) ... J iggi.gg 

1,347 

488 

1,885 

2,26,706 

1,330 

926 

2,246 

1,69,446 

Gunny bags and cloth 

18,306 

31,039 

2,766 

4,277 

20,962 

25,316 

2,09,630 

2,66,818 

. f 1890-91 

Wheat... •••[ 1891-92 

87 

61.796 

64,883 

1,37,208 

4,149 

1,66,947 

1,61,096 

4.68,161 

n (1890-91 

84.668 

1,42,870 * 

3,27,488 

6,68,696 

Gram and pul SO ... 

« • 

1,10,146 

2,68.613 

3,68,767 

9,21,893 

( 1890-01 

1 1891-93 

• 

1,621 

2,12,976 

2,14,697 

6,68,317 

26,900 

1,18,496 

1,40,896 

4,08,630 

Other food-grains ... 

3,450 

43.879 

47,829 

72,868 

14,612 

62,740 

77,262 

1,38,190 

(1890-91 

niaes ... ... jig9i.93 

103 

9,861 

9,964 

2,74,641 

1,916 

2,792 

4,708 

1,49,468 

f 

Lae, shell and slick 

476 

22,071 

38,603 

28,166 

89,079 

60,237 

10,17,491 

18,98,130 

(1890.91 

Metals ... •"11891-92 

14,638 

3,669 

17,197 

3,01,874 

21,161 

4,216 

26,377 

2,82,917 

rvi-s, (1890.91 1 

1)891-92 

87 

6,098 

12,078 

7,136 

. 2,34,284 

87 

12.166 

4,81,868 

Other kinds of prori- ( 1^90-98 

16,061 

l,66g 

17,781 

83,644 

1,89,062 

sions ... ...(,1891-92 

20,820 

* 2,824 

. 2,61,066 

Salt j}|g:g 

1.74,677 

' 814 

. 1,74,891 

6,66396 

1,94,668 

7,086 

* 8,01,743 

630,447 

Iin8*eed {llliM 

328 

3,86,084 

4,11,087 

2,86,313 

9,46,848 

157 

4,11,844 

16,96,882 

Bape and mustard f 1890-91 

887 

62,984 

63,371 

■ 830.166 

seed 1 1891-92 

1,809 

80,081 

31,380 

1,33,366 

mx 4 J 1800-91 

111 seed ... 1 

6 

19,244 

19,360 

77,000 

866 

16,983 

16,640 

67,896 

Other <Ml-seeds ...{iK 

108 

61,067 

61,170 

2,01,777 

2,982 

46,006 

49,027 

1,89,762 



1891-92.] 


TBADE. 


2U 


. 

Csnt Sranxi of Tbafpio. 

Traffic 

towards 

Gaya. 

o 

JS g s 

i 

Total. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 



Mds. 

Mda. 

Mds. 

Ba. 

Spicee ... 

r 1690.91 

i«J10 

2,775 

9,486 

1,19,699 

[1891-92 

7,794 

1,404 

9,198 

1,20,789 

Sugar ... 

f 1890-91 

46.726 

1,62,676 

1,08,301 

9,86,684 

[1891-92 

73,283 

1,08,939 

1,82,171 

8,41,489 

Stone and lime 

r 1890-91 

7.263 

2,61,367 

2,68.620 

1,34,310 

[1891-92 

1,26,223 

1,85,371 

3,11,694 

2,83,696 

Tobacco 

f 1890.91 

44,174 ! 

:i,e29 

47,803 

4,47,105 

(.1891-02 

27,660 

23,868 

62,428 

6,97,260 


EXTERNAL TRADE OF BENGAL WITH NEPAL, TIBET, 
SIKKIM, AND BHUTAN. 

The arrangements for collecting statistics of the external trade of Bengal 
with Nepal, Tibet, Sikkim, and Bhutan remained unchanged during the past 
year. . • . . 

The total value of this trade registered in Bengal during the past year, as 
compared with the figures of the previous year, is shown below: — 


Total Imports. Total Exports. Grand total of traffic 

regifltoroil. 


1890-91. 1891-92'. 

1890-91. 

1891-92 , 

18^91. 

lS91-9i 

Ita Ita 

Ks. 

Bs. 

Br. 

Rh. 


From Nopa 
,, Tibet and 
Sikkim. 

„ Bhutan ... 

1,24.89,199 

3.31,473 

1,82.669 

1,00,16,608 

8,38,303 

1,84,892 

To Nopal 
„ Tibet and 
Sikkim* 

,, Bhutan 

96,90,232 

8,23,014 

1,84,612 

08,38,024 

8,30,120 

1.34,848 

2,21,79,431 

6,64,487 

3,67, an 

1,98,54,627 

11,68,423 

8,19.740 

Total ... 

1,30,03,331 

1,10,39,798 

Total ... 

1,01,97,858 

1,03,02,992 

2,32,01,189 

• • 

2,13,42,790 


The figures relating to the Nepal trade include statistics of the trade 

between that State and otfier provinces which passed 
through, and was registered at, the registration 
stations in Bengal. The total value of that trade 
during the past two years, was as follows: — 


Trade between Kopal and ot 
pirti of India throngn Bengal. 


Ybabb. 


Imports into other 

• 

Exports from other 


provinces from -Nepkl. 

Ks. 

provinces to ^epoi. 

Rs. 

1860-91 

• •• 

3,64,483 

2,65.306 

1S91-92 


3,04,103 

4,57,888 


No trade is carried on between the other frontier States and other provinces 
through Bengal. , * * 

Excluding the trade between Nepal and other provinces which on^ 

j n .1 j w 1 passed through Bengal, the total value of the tra^ 

Trade betw^ Bengal «»d Nepal, aud^ the province of lieugal during 

1891-92 is compared below with the figures of the previous year:— * 


Ybasb. 

Imports from 
Nepal. 

Exports to 
N^epal. 

Total. 


Rs. 

B*8. 

Bb. 

1890-91 

... 1,21.24,716 

84.24,926 

2.16.49,642 

1891-92 

97,12,501 

93,80,186 

• 

1,90,92,687 


The aggregate value of the past year’s trade decreased by 11*40 per cent, 
and 8-70 per cent, as compared with 1890-91 and 1889-90, respectively. The 

r 4 
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import trade showed a falling oflf of 19’89 percent, on the returns of the previous 
year, and of 1 1 *09 per cent, on those of 1889-90. In the export trade, the hgures 
exhibited a decrease of *47 per cent, in comparison with 1890*91, but they 
were 5'37 per cent, in excess of those for 1889*90. 

The greatest decrease in the import trade was in paddy (5,95,619 maunds), 
rice (4,38,400 maunds), miscellaneous food-grains (91,434 maunds), timber 
(19,255 maunds), and hides and skins; and the chief items of increase were 
tobacco, linseed, and mustard seed. In the export trade. European cotton 
piece-goods showed a falling off of Ks. 4,31,034 in value, while salt showed an 
advance of 41,906 maunds. 

'I'he usual comparative statement showing the total quantity and value 
of all the principal staples carried both ways during the past two years is append- 
ed. Tlie figures shown therein, however, are exclusive of the registered trade 
with other provinces which passed through Bengal :— * 



( 

Quantity. 


Vaiub. 

Abticles. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Totals 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 





Rs. 

Hs. 

Jis. 

r. ..1 M ( 1S90.91 

Cattle ... ...No. 

43.621 
40,91 » 

S.812 

6,091 

62,433 
' 47,013 

10.39,656 

10,16,528 

2,09,698 

1,50,939 

12,48,184 

11,67,487 

( 18P0-91 

blicop ftiKi ^ InO 1-112 

26,0fl9 

27,056 

42,978 

61,761 

69.077 
' 88,817 

79,690 

81,168 

1,30,671 

1,86,283 

2.10,261 

2,66,451 

Cotton. Taw | 

862 

907 

6,W 

5,724 

6,369 

0,031 

, 10,915 

17,007 

1,07,877 

1,07,808 

1 24,792 
1,24,816 

Cotton pioec-i^ooda j 1800-91 

(European) ... lls. ( 1891*92 

• •• 

• te 

a.t 

S4« 

1,02,767 

46,670 

27,11,897 

22,80,863 

28,14,654 

23,27,633 

Ditto (Imlian) 

... 

• •• 

• • • 

11,183 

5,747 

2,97,278 

3,66,663 

3,08,461 

3,62,310 

Oflier fibres than jute, ( 1890-91 

raw ... ...Mds. 1 1891-93 

11,405 

38,101 

*'39 

11,406 

36,140 

48,471 

1,63,431 

166 

48,471 

1,63,697 

Fresh fruits andvoge- ( 1890-91 

taLles ... n (.1891-92 

26,918 

28,620 

30.643 

28,731 

67,561 

67.361 

3,90,312 

4,14,995 

4,44..324 

4,16,602 

8,24.636 

8,31,697 

TVi ^ (1890*91 

Wheat ... ... „ 11891-92 

29.112 

43,813 

761 

2,»9(! 

29.876 

46,809 

76,420 

1,09,900 

2,006 

7,496 

78.426 

1,17,396 

n j 1 5 I«90-91 

Gram and pulse ... ,, 1 1891.92 

1,22,0.56 

81,247 

14,1.39 

10,691 

1,. 37, 094 
97,938 

2.91,626 

2,U3,120 

34,724 

41,763 

3,26.260 

2,44,873 

( 1^90*91 

Other spring crops ... y* j 1891-92 

43,801 

45,113 

2,422 

fi,131 

46,723 

47,244 

97,377 

1,01,606 

6,461 

4.796 

1,02,828 

1,06,802 

111 (1890-91 

Ficc, husKcd .t. If (] 891-92 

8,79,926 

4.41,620 

2.276 

17,469 

8,82,202 

4,68,979 

24.82,891 

11,83,849 

6,601 

46,901 

24,88,892 

12,28,760 

T, a , 1 ( 1890-91 

Do., uuiiusked n i I891-9d 

12,96,606 

7,00,887 

227 

2,534 

12.P6.7.S3 
7|03 421 

20,69.643 

10,68,243 

367 

8,808 

20,60,010 

10,72,061 

Oihep ram crops ... 

2,36,754 

1.42,508 

185 

2,166 

2,36,939 

1,44,063 

4.42,039 

2,67,202 

, 348 

4,040 

4.42,387 

2,71,242 

Hides of cattle ... No. 

t 61,0«0 

30,594 

- 

61,080 

30,594 

1,86,242 

1,09,281 

• •• 

l,884i42 

1,09,281 

Skins of sheep. ROiits, ) 1890-91 

and other small ani- > 1891-92 

nials i M ' 

84,647 

30,833 

1,800 

85,947 

30,333 

1,67.940 

68,415 

2,438 

1,60,878 

68,416 

^ . • TiTj f 1890*91 

Brass and copper ...Mas. s 

707 

192 

16.238 

16,043 

16.946 

16,836 

26,277 

6,863 

6,44,768 

6,69,239 

6,70,036 

6,66,102 

- 5 1890*91 

iron ... ... M 11891.92 

605 
r. 179 

10,842 

26,733 

11,847 

26,912 

8,789 

1,346 

■ 81,816 
2,00,601 

86404 

2,01,846 

. (1890-91 

— (1891-92 

383 

216 

... 

... 

383 

216 

8,61,737 

1,97,460 

• at 

• at 

8,61,787 

1,97,460 

C 1890*91 

(jlieo ... If (1891.92 

6,0S1 

6,166 

••• . 

6,061 

6,166 

1,96,670 

2,02,660 

• aa 

aat 

1,96.670 

8.02,^ 
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Quantitt. 



Value. 





Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports* 

Exports. 

Total. 

1 

2* 

3 

HI 


6 

7 







Bs. 

lU. 

Bs. 

All other kinds of Mds. ( 
. provisions s> ( 

r 1890.91 

L 1891-92 

40.061 

37,675 

71,818 

76,864 


4,80,648 

4,50,900 

8,61,816 

9,22,368 

13,43,464 

18,73,268 

Salt 

••• II 1 

riWlo-Pi 

[1801-02 

470 

68.3 

1.15,871 

1,67,777 

1.16.941 

1,68,860 

1.76,^ 

2,188 

4,34.617 

6,91,664 

4,36,280 

6,93,862 

Saltpotro 

••• *» 1 

r 1890-91 

L 1891-92 

12,112 

10,016 

20 

12,112 

15,036 

66,122 

86,947 

*‘*120 

66,123 

87.067 

Linseed 

( 

••• i» 1 

r 1890-91 
[1891-92 

1,.32,606 

1,83,299 

• • • 

1,32,605 

1.83.2!19 

6,26,697 

1 7.42,322 

Sta 

S*. 

6.25,697 

7,43,322 

Mustard seed 

••• II 1 

r 1 S 90-91 
[1891-92 

1,67.287 

2,23,100 

283 

230 

1.67,619 
; 2,23,330 

7,10.972 

9,27.138 

986 

949 

7,11,958 

9,28,107 

Silk, manufactured 

Bs. 

r 1890-91 
[1891-92 

• «* 

••• 

• ea 

7.483 

7,698 

1,10,312 

61.976 

1,17,796 

69,674 

fietel-nats 

...Mda. 

r 1 H 90-91 
[ 1891-92 

116 
^ C 8 

16,475 
i 8,033 

16,690 

18,101 

1,036 

612 

1 48,276 
1,62,297 

1,49,310 

1,62,909 

Spices ... 

II 

f 1890-01 
1.1801-92 

8,601 

11^,499 

18.601 

24.452 

27,002 

34,961 

8,18.789 

8,98,716 

6,93.788 

9,16,953 

10,12,577 

13,10,669 

Suf;ar, refined 

„.Mds. 

C 1890-91 
ll 8 i . t -92 

109 

, 11.677 
14,760 

11,786 

14,760 

1,117 
• *• 1 

1,27,761 

1,75,636 

1,38,881 

1,76,636 

Do., unrefined 

,«• SI 

C 1890-91 

1 1801-92 

36.9 

601 

61.306 

52,591 

61,659 

63,092 

1.536 

2,427 

2.21,693 

2,54,847 

2,23,128 

2,66,774 

Tobacco 

•s* M 

( 1890-91 
( 1891-93 

28,181 

79,254 

45.069 

42,125 

68,240 

1,21,379 

2,28,643 

6,92,279 

3,06,183 

2,22,389 

6,34,825 

9,14,668 

Timber 

• •• II 

f 1800-91 
11891-92 

1,26,820 
1,07, 606 

••• 

1,36,820 

1,07,566 

2.6.3,804 

2,16,495 

• •• 

tit 

2.63,804 

2,16,496 

Wool, manufactured Bs. ' 

f IHOO-O"! 

1 1891-92 

• •4 


• •• 

f •• 

38,293 i 
17,161 

1 

1,10,4.33 

81,208 

1,58,725 

98,369 

Silver 

• •• ft 

f 1890-91 
i 1891-92 

• f • 

• 4« 

••• 

• at 

• ee 

• •• 

8,67,603 

6,38,298 

1, 83,^76 
2,11,972 

10,39,879 

8,60,270 


As heretofore, the registration of the trade of Bengal with Tibet and 
, , m.. Sikkim was effected at Pedang, Ranjit, and Laba 

' ** Darjeeling district.. All these stations were 

kept open throughout the vear. The total value 
of the past year’s traffic is compared below with- tho figures of the previous 
year: — 


Trade with Tibet, 


Trade with Sikkim. 


Imports wto British iorriioiV 
Exports from ditto 

Totaf 


1890-91. 

1391-92: 

1890-91. 

1891-92.' 

Bi. 

l^S. ' 

Bs. 

Bs. 

1,80,893 

6.18.140 

1.50,580 

2,20.157 

l.»9,78S 

2.03,131 

1.23.226 

1.26.h89 

3,80.681 

8,21.227 

2,73.806 

3,47,146 


The foregoing figures speak for themselves. The groat advance in the 
IknportB from Tibet was duo to the increased feeling of security, and to the 
development of the traffic in raw wool, musk, and yak-tails. A large consienment 
uf gold, valued at Rs. 2,88,000, was, for the first time, registered daring the past 
year. Tho supply was brought down loaded, on mulos for sale by two wealthy 
traders of Lhasa. The Deputy Commissioner, however, believes tiiat the value 
has been enormously exaggerated in the return. In the case of Sikkifn, the 
increase in the imports ther^rom was due to large consignments of food-grains 
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and fresh fruits and vegetables. The total value of the chief items comprised in 
the import trade as registered during the past two years, is given below : — 





Imports from Tibet, 





1890-91. 

1891-92.' 


1890-01. 

1891-92. 



Ba- 

Ba. 

4 

Ea. . 

Ba. 

Gold 

• •• 

■ t. 

2,88,000 

Wool, manufactured 


Wool, raw ... 


64,829 

1,77,806 

(Indian) ... 

... 14,426 

16,621 

Yak-tails ... 


44,796 

68,317 

Tea, foreign 

— 3.028 

4.277 

Musk 


16.091 

37,839 

Silk, manufactured 


Horses, ponies, 

and 



(Indian) ... 

... 1,878 

8,170 

mules 


31,600 

17,650 







Imporh from Sikkim, 

• 




1890-91. 

1891-92. 


1890-91. 

1891-92 



TLs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Ea. 

Other rain crops 

• •• 

68,110 

84,866 

Silver 

••• 3,836 

7,229 

Fresh fruits and 

vego- 



Hides of cattle 

.M 4,5o6 

6,467 

tables 

... 

36,716 

66,006 




Gram nud pulse 

... 

14,831 

19,303 

Uotton piece-goods 


Brass and copper 

... 

15,695 

17,619 

1 (Indian) ... 

M, 2,740 

3,426 


In the export trade, the demand for cotton and woollen piece-goods, 
salt, tobacco, and other articles was steady. 'J'he following statements show 
the principal articles exported to Tibet and Sikkim during the past two years 


to Tibet, * 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 


JlH, 

Rs. 

Cotton piece-goods 



(European) 

69,554 

72,077 

Wool, manufactured 



(European) 

28,500 

31,923 

Indigo 

15.896 

16,066 

Tobacco ... 

5,461 

9,980 

Brass and copper 

10,763 

8,402 

Silver 

... 

6,120 

Cotton twist and yarn 



(European) 

4,410 

5,880 



Exports to 


1890-91. 

1891-92. 


Bs. 

Rs. 

Cotton piece-goods 


• 

(European) 

36,273 

38,216 

Rice, husked 

26,478 

21,420 

Salt 

9,677 

11,071 

Tobacco 

t 9,369 

8,222 

Provisions other thad 



ghee 

7,296 

7,128 

Fresh fruits and vege- 



tables 

6,846 

6,644 


Eflrthonware and porce- 
lain ... 

Other metals 
Iron 

ShoILlao ... 

Faints and colours ... 

Fresh fruits and yoge- 
tables M. * 


Sikkm, 


Woollen piece-goods 
(Kuropoan) 

Spices other than botel- 
' nuts 
Mineral oil 

Other kinds of living 
animals ... 

Colton twist and yarn 
(European) 

Cattle ... 


1890-91. 

Rs. 


5.061 

2.914 

8.076 

2,038 

6,019 


1.030 


1890-91. 

Rs. 


2,875 

4.276 

3,889 

3,090 

1,696 

619 


1891-92. 

Rs. 

4.818 

4.371 

4J21 

2,961 

2,870 

2,467 


1891-92. 

Rs. 

6,366 

6,262 

4,898 

3,780 

8.276 

2,576 


The trade between Beng^al and Bhutan was, as usual, recorded at Ambari, 

m 1 u ^ T. 1 : ) * Bu^a, and Hantypara, In the Jalpaiguri district, 

ra 0 e con enga n u an. Pedang and Laba in the Darjeeling district. 

The total value of the trade registered during the past two years. Is shown 
below : — 


1890- 91 

1891- 93 


Imnorts from 
Bhutan. 


Exports to 
Bhutan. 


Rs. Rs. 


Total. 


Rs. 


1,82,669 1,84,612 8,67,271' 

1,84,892 1,34,848 8,19,740 


The fluctuations have not been very violent. It is, however, noticeable 
wat a considerable supply of fresh fruits and. vegetables was imported into 
Bntish territory from Bhutan during the past year. The following statement 
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shows for the past two years the total yalae of the principal articles in the 
export trade between Bengal and Bhutan 


ImporU frm Bhutan. 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 



1890-91. 

1891-91 


Us. 

Bs. 



Bs. 

Bs. 

Vfool, raw ... 

67.974 

49,026 

Horses, 

ponies, and 


11,620 

Fresh fruits and vege- 


mules 

••• 

8,910 

tables ... 

4,206 

44,603 

Yak-tails 

SSI iss 

12,866 

4,333 

7,920 

Wooh ^ nanufactored 

Ghee 

•ss sts 

4,982 

3,126 

... ... 

81,692 

28,214 

Cattle 

ISS Its 

2,444 

Vv ax M. ... 

22,289 

18,666 

14794 

Cotton 

piece-goods 


8,067 

Musk ... 

13,118 

(Indian) 

•SI ess 

4,164 


The abstract below shows the value of the chief articles of traffic registered 
as exported to Bhutan during the past year, as compared with the total of the 
preceding year: — 

JExpofia to Bhutan. 



1890-91. 

1891-92. 


1890-91. 

1891-92 

Cotton piece-goods 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Cotton twist and yarn 

Bs. 

Bs. 

(European) 

49,322 

S8„%8 

28,142 

87,428 

(European) 

7,056 

8,612 

Betel-nuts ... ... 

Bioe, husked 

29,804 

17,242 

Iron 

Silk, manufactured 

4,186 

8,666 

Tobacco ... 

20,280 

16,131 
• 8,474 

(Indian) ... 

8,745 

8,173 

Brass and copper 

Wool, manufactured 

8,937 

Sugar, unrefined 

Dyeing materials, other 

2,761 

2,620 

(European) 

12,961 

. 8.‘431 

kinds .M eu 

630 

2.164 
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PUBLIC WORKS, 
aiilr §mIMni9[S* 


The outlay of the year 1891-92 on Civil and Military works amounted to 
Rs. 89,93,859. Tho expenditure under the various service heads is shown in 
the following table compared with the grants of tho year : — 


SEIIVICE HEADS. 

Ortoixai Woj^Bs. 

Kepaihs. 

Total. 

Grant. 

Outlay. 

Grunt. 1 

Outlay. 

Grant, 

Outlay. 

ImperiaL 

Military WorRs — 

Works ,,, 

Establishment 

Tools ami Plant ... ... 

Total Military Works ... 

Ciril Works — 

Works ... 

EstabliKhroent ••• 

Tools and Plant ... 

Suspense Accounts 

Expenditure in England ... 

Loss by excliaugu ... 

Total Civil Works 

Total Imperial ... 

JPruvinciaU 

Civil Buildings ... 

Communications 

MificeJlaneous" Public Imxjrovomenls 
Establishment 

Tools and Plant 

Profit and Loss ... 

SusiKuso Accounts 

Total Provincial 

Local Fund9, 

Incorporated Local Funds . 

Excluded Local Funds ... 

District Boad Funds ... 

Gontiibutions«r, ^ 

Imperial 

Civil Worki J 

C Provincial 

• Totd efontributions 

Total Local Funds 

Gband Total 

Es. 

12,400 

«a a 

• •f 

Ks. 

12,169 

Ks. 

28,200 

t ••• 

Ea. 

24,076 

Ba. 

40,600 

9,960 

650 

Bs. 

86.235 

6,924 

451 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

60,600 

43,610 

6,G8,900 

• ft 

• •• 

• • • 

6,85.133 

... 

i 

1,17,900 

999 

• •• 

1,19,623 

t 

• •• 

• •8 

8,86,800 

1,10.100 

7,000 

-^64,800 

—28,200 

7,04,766 

1,06.906 

7.997 

—18,867 

—61,602 

—26,762 


... 


... 

7,10,900 

7,17,436 

< • • 

... 


• as 

7.61,600 

7,61,046 

11.29,500 

6,82,600 

80,000 

• • « 

• «• 

• •• 

• •• 

10.70,822 

6,53.740 

69,621 

• • • 

• •• 

• 

5,08,000 

6,44,0or) 

06,(XK) 

• •f 

4,94,687 

6,27,663 

66,743 

16,87600 

12,26,600 

96.000 
7,34,000 

46.000 

'4,000 

15,65,609 

11,81,803 

1.26,264 

7,64,601 

82,816 

2.'69,801 

f •• 

... 

• • • 

... 

37,43,000 

38,80,194 

( ••• 

• • 8 



ass 

• •• 

11,800 

7,413 


sas 

(«) 

13,800 

(«) 

9,327 

• •• 

13,51,042 


22,40,669 

mm 

* («) 

•43,64,160 

... 

97.923 

••• 

Cl 

66,063 

12,7'33 

16,889 

6,866 

11,290 

12,763 

1,14,762 

6,866 

(•} 

73,366 

• t« 

B 

m 

B 

1,37,626 

79,833 

99 % 




■■ 

43,68, 61t 

#•« 

B 

B 


mm 

89,93,86£ 


(a) Inolugivtf of the obargos for establishment and tools and plant. 

• Expondihtro on rond works in di.Ktrict« not aubjoot to the operations of the Rengal Local Self-Ooverninent 4ct 
iiitto ditto in districts subject to ditto ditto ditto 


Re. 

40, 48,1180 
4S.84.tail 


Total 






























BQADB AKD BmUDOfOlt. 


IMFEBUt WOBE8. 

eonatruction of the new block of buildings to aooomiAodate the 
following offices under the Government of India*~ 
Department, Home Department, Be- 
venue and Agricultural Department, Board of £za« 
miners, and. Thagi and Dacoity Department — ^was brought to completion in 
October 1891, in time to allow of its occupation when the offices returned to 
Calcutta from the hills. The Imperial Library, which formed an important 
part of the project, was also completed, and provided with suitable shelves and 
furniture. Easy access is now afPordod to the extremely valuable and interest* 
ing collection of books and papers which have been brought together, and 
carefully arranged in this building. 

Owing to the reconstruction of the Government of India offices referred 

to above, and their being designed in continuation 
Swi^ eonrenwnces for ^nd in keeping with, the Financial buildings, 

it was found that the latrines at the north end 
of the latter for the use of employes in these offices were objectionable on 
account of their proximity to the new offices : it was consequently decided to 
close them, and provide ample accommodation on the roof of the Financial 
buildings ; the new structure for this purpose was commenced and completed 
during the year under review. 

An important improvement in the rcdecoration of the walls and ceilings 
^ , of tl?o marble and breakfast halls at Government 

Qovemment House, Calcutta. Calcutta, was carried out ; the new design, 

which was specially approved, '^us executed in cream and gold, and was a 
decided improvement on the former mplti-coloured decoration. 

Special 'repairs and Alterations having been found necessary in connec- 
_ ^ tion with the several buildings comprised in the 

Kamandu cm eney. Residency at Katmandu in Nepaul, estimates 

aggre^ting Rs. 49,213 for some of the works, including a new house for the 
clerk attached to the Residency, were sanctioned ; the works were put in hand 
and Rs, 49,214 were expended before the end of the year. 

At the General Post-office, Calcutta, one of the east staircase blocks was 

converted into rooms for the Controller’s office. 

‘ A new post-office was constructed at Satkhira on 

the model of the post-office at Chandbally, and the now combined .post and 
telegraph office at Krishnagar, which had been begun just before ^e close 
of tbe last official year, was earned on to oompletdon. The rebuilding of 
the post-office and post-master’s quarters at Nalhati on curbs of plate iron as 
a precaution against the peculiar effects of the soil at that place, which had 
been partly carried out in 1890-91, was continued and ffnished. At Berharn- 
pore the post and telegraph office wasr removed from barrack No. 5, which 
was required lor the extension of the lunatic asylum, *to more commodious 
roopiB inbarraokNo.il. Accommodation for the'jiost-offiee at HazAribdgh, 
which had been located in a hired building, was found in the old officers’ 

S iartmwhioh were suitably altered for the purpose, and at Mymensingh and 
so aPDumka, additions and alterations were made to the post-office build- 
ing to lulapt it As a combined office for postal and” telegraph purposes. The 
work of raising the roof and floor of the Utterpara post-office Jim partly 
ouried out. ' ^ ’ WF' 

A new iron moulding shop was constructed in the telegraph storeyard 
-j . I at Dullunda, and some minor * works were carried 

« •***? , out at the Central Telegraph office at Calcutta. 

At Burdwau skylights were provided in the telegraph.office, and at Midnapore 
some additions -were made to tbe telenaph masters’ quarters. 

SomO ad^tions to the opium godowns at Bkdon in the Champaran district 
- . . which were reported as nearly completed in the 

opium. previous year, were finished. At the Goolaarbagh 

some vats were construct^ of stone slabs and a small addition 
WM midde to tho taain godown. A bungalow af Pupri in North Tirhut was 
tak^ .oyer at A:.yid^tioh pf Rs. 3,500 from thetBengal-North-Westem Railway 
Gbfbpany for the aobommodstion of opium officers during weighments. 
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The construction of the hospital buildings for the native regiment staliotind 

at Cuttack was in progress daring the year, and 
Military. the outlay on the work Up to the 8 let Match, ,l8ft8 

was Rs. 10,540. The main building was carried up above plinth level} and 
work is bein^ actively pushed on. A revised estimate for the hospitd and its 
subsidiary buildings, prepared in accordance with the modifications desired by 
the Government of India, was sanctioned in March 1893. The revised estimate 
amounted Rs. 33,344. 

In connection with khedda operations at Dacca, a road was constructed 
from the Peelkhona to tho Satmusjid Jheel, and only turfing remained to he 
done to it. 

The fort at Gnatong was thoroughly repaired at a cost of Rs. 5,000. 

An estimate, amounting to Rs. 5,464, was sanctioned for the oonstructiou 
of a barrack at Purnea for the accommodation of recruits for the Burma end 
Assam Military Police and the Chittagong Hill Tracts Police, as well as for the 
army, to meet the cost of which a special grant of Rs. 4,760 was made by the 
Government of India, Military Department, and ilio balance of Rs. 704 was 
contributed by the Bengal Government from Provincial funds. 

A scheme for a Roman Catholic church at 
Saidpur received the approval of Government. 

PROVINCIAL WORKS. 

The table below shows the outlay that' has been incurred under each 
department of tho administration : — 


Civil Buildinos. 


Provincial Services (Imperial), 

f Court-houses. Treasuries. 
fLand Ileve- \ Kecord-rooms 

Rs. 

1 2.05,994 

Rs. 

97,461 

Rs. 

3,03,446 

Admini- 

(.Circuit-houses ^ 
Excise buildings 


) 

1,677 

339 

2,016 

atration, ‘ 

liesidenco for Local Goverumoat 


32,045 

31.777 

64.822 


Secretariat oili ces 


6,986 

18,417 

24.436 


Board of Eevonuc buildings... 


3,990 

6,348 

664 

10,338 

li^i n 0 

^Stainp and Stationery 
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Museum buildings 


79,200 

2,635 

81,835 

Sopa^t- 
meiiis. ^ 

1 Mouumenta and Antiquities ... 


4,837 

1,875 

6,212. 

Law and 

r High Court buildings 


527 

4,389 

4,916 

Small Cause Court buildings 


30.808 

1,968 

32,766 

JuBiice. 1 

.District (Subdivisional) Court builebngs 

2,78,421 

1,. S3, 229 

4,11,660 

Ecclosi- 1 
astical. j 

"Churches 


4,174 

26,787 

20.911 

Burial-grounds ... 

••• 

6,059 

7,797 

12,896 

^Lord Bishop’s Palaco 

... 

216 

641 

667 

Provincial Services (Provincial), 
f Central Jails 


46,997 

• 

19,294 

66,291 

Jails ...4 

District ,, 


43,860 

76,890 

1,20,240 

( 

^Look-aps 


86.128 

12,600 

87,818 

Polio© 


• • • 

1,01,870 

60,421 

1.52,291 

Educa- j 

’ Government Colleges 
^ Ditto Sohoois 

• • • 

20.213 

81,901 

6X11# 

tional. 


3,15,36u 

61,98? , 

8,67^382 


["Hospitals and Dispensaries ... 

•t. 

99,460 

81,462 

1.20,922 

ModiV 

1 Medical Colleges and iScUools 

• • « 

9,990 

^701 

981 

10.971 

1 Look-hospitals 
^Liuiatio Asylums 

*y 

2,164 

4,808 

1 


1 19,102 

8,806 \ 

27,408 

Cnstoma buildings 


97et 

4246 

6,228 

Misoelr 

^ Registration 


9,069 

8,876 

18.044 

Public Works buijidings 


11,757 

16,806 

SSJ 

i 

1 

!. Miscellaneous or general 


25,206 

26.780 


Total Civil Buildings 

... 

14,46,185 

6.68.083 

81,14.278 ~ 


The construction of new buildings to accommodate the Commissioner of 

the Presidency Division, the Collet^tor of Calcutta! 
soMM aud the Collector of Income-tax wUrdc^ded upon . 

’ towards the beginning of the offieia! year :. the 
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of 'Uietwo former itre at present located in hired buildingB) end by 
eonoenin ^9 the iiufbe offices, there will be a gain in convenience both for 
idle ^ffieua&ttd' the public. The site selected was that formerly occupied by 
a portion .of ^e old opium godown abutting on Dalhousie Square. Woiit 
trae b^tut in August 1891, and by the end of Ifarch 1892 the walls had been 
carried to parapet level, but for want of tiie iron- work ordered from the 
Simms Pepartment of the India Office, progress was^ stopped. The building, 
which is three-storeyed on the principal face, is designed in the Renaissance 
style, of architecture, and is being constructed in brickwork, with terra-cotta 
orbamentation. 

In the course of excavating for the foundations of this building, a number 
of old walls were met with, which led to some interesting and much-needed . 
information being got together in regard to the old Calcutta Fort, and the exact 
aitnation of the famous Black Hole. 

This important institution has for years past been occupying hired and 

very inconvenient buildings in Bow Bazar Street: 
Sohool 6t Alt, Caloutta, necessity for a better building and a more 

central powtion for the school, as well as for a picture gallery, had been recog- 
nized, and it was decided to erect a new structure on the pounds of the Museum 
at the back of the building known as the annexe, which it is intended to 
convert into a picture gallery. The premises No. 29, Chowringhee, originally 
acquired as a site for this institution, were utilized for another purpose. The 
new school building, which is to be a three-storeyed structure in brickwork 
designed in a phase- of Renaissance, was begun in January 1892, and had 
progressed up to first floor level by .the end of the year under review. The 
accommodation to be provided "includes, besides class-rooms and a photogra- 
phic studio, a residence for the Superintendent of the School, who will also be 
Ourator of the picture gallery. 

The Small Cause Court extension, which was referred to in last year’s 

report as being well advanced towards completion, 
Eiteniion of Small CaureCiourt, having been begun in January 1890, was pushed 
Calcutta. ygady for occupation daring the 

October vacation, at the end of which the new portion was fully utilized. The 
cost of the extension was Rfi. 1,11,549. 

This large block of bpildings which has been erected on Fairy Hill at 

Chittagong, and in which all the Courts and Gov- 
emment offices are concentrated, w|js completed and 
offices, Chittagong. occupied during the year. It occupies a* command- 

ing position, overlooking the harbour, and is two-storeyed throughout. 

The Sudder Street extension of the Indian Museum, built for the express 

purpose of providing room for economic, art, and 
Bconomie and Art Museum, ethnological exhibits, was provided with show cases 
®*^^**’ specially designed and constructed to suit the new 

Courts. The structure itself was noted as having been completed during the 
. pravions year. The work of arranging the specimens U now in hand. Ac- 
wmmodation for servants in new quarters outside was also provided, and the 
latrines for the public visiting the musenm and the supply of drinking-water 

werd improved. , .r. , 

Several iuprovements were effected on the'^Calcntta Maidan, including 

the Strand Road and Eden Gardens^jinring the 
Ckloatte Mmdsn. „year. The old masonry aqueduct wh^|hran round 

the soQtb tidb of Government H&use was removed, and pipes were laid along 
'the road instead to supply water for watering .purposes. The Strand !l^al 
WM ctmti^ably improved by alterations in alignment, and by, the addition 
of ft loot-path on the side towards the river. The electric lighting atrange- 
meots at the Eden Gardens were being overhauled, with a view to the 
morO satirfaotory iUnmination of this popular place of resort. A bronze 
statoe of Lord Duflerin, the last work of the late Sir Edgnr Boehm, R.A., 
in a central position, and unveiled by His Exaellehcy the Viceroy. 

‘ ^ made in the Madras Presidency as to the poisibility 

WVjkia.**- indnmng rainftill by explonops of dynamite 

amorally attracted eomderable attention in so 
• idi^ ^ scMitpft aii Bihdr i^ored from since September 1891, and 
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an attempt was made to institute similar ezpeiimenia, in the Mnsaffwrji^jlv 
district under the supervision of Mr. O. 0. Lees^ the Bxedative Engineer of til<|' 
Gandak Division. As there are no hills in Bihdr from which the explosion conjd: 
take place, it was necessary to rely on artificial elevation in the first instance. 
A senes of five charges were discharged, each consisting cl 20 pounds of 
dynamite, suspended from a light wire rope at a height of about 2^feet front 
the ground. The charges were spaced about 25 feet apart and fipMed at 
intervals of between 5 and 10 minutes, but no favourable result ensued* 
It was then proposed to send up the charges in balloons, and the of 

large hot air balloons, in the construction of which a class of peo^e in ficttiah 
are particularly skilful, was tried; of the two sent up one caught fire, and the 
other was unsuccessful. Ij was then suggested to use captive hydrogen balloons, 
but by this time the atmosphere had become so extremely dry that it SeemM 
useless to carry on the e^eriments any further. 

One of the chief diiSculties experienced in Bengal in the management of 
. • , V always been to find sufficient and suit- 

able law for the priaonera, apeoiaUy for thorn in 
district jails, who are usually sentenced for short 
terms only. The Lieutenant-Governor frequently found strong adults employed 
on such tasks as spinning cotton into thread, weaving mats, &c., which hardly 
involve any labour at all, at the same time that bodies of free labourers were 
being paid by the Public Works Department for making bricks or tiles, stone- 
breaking and surki-pounding. Accordingly, it* has boon laid down that jail 
labour shall be employed on works of this kiiffi by the Public Works Depart- 
ment and by the ^District Engineer, whenever it can be utilized properly, 
as well as iu building operations and repairs Vitliin the jail boundaries. Am 
regards extramural employment, jail labour will be utilized in large buildings 
and earthwork at a diatance of not more than two miies from the jail, under 
such conditions and safeguards as the jail authorities will from time to time see 
fit to lay down. 

The new Colloctorate record building at Noakhali which had been nearly 

Land revenna and magisterial. completed, but was made over temporarily for the 

accommodation of the Census office, ana vacated 
by them in September 1891, was finished off, and, made over to the Collector. 
A new subdivisional court-house was under construction at Tangail at an esti- 
mated cost of Rs. 25,491, and was approaching completion. The work of pro- 
viding additional accommodation to the Collector’s Court at Midnapore, at an 
estimated cost of iis. 23,816, which had been begun in the previous year, was 
completed; ^eight additipnal iron racks were also supplied for the Record 
Dopartmentfn this building at a cost of Rs. 2,566. At Darbhanga the Collec- 
tor’s tj7asA was enlarged, and at Gaya the treasury room of the Colloctorate 
was added to and improved : additions which were being made in the Collector- 
ate at Arrah were completed. Certain additions and alterations to the treasury 
building at Cuttack, which were noted in last year’s report as being partly 
done, were fini8hed.c!ff at a Cost of Rs. 8,763, and at Puri the guard-house wm 
converted into a treasury b’uilding at a cost of Rs. 4,118. The mudi-needed 
sub-treasury at Rhurda, tlie construction of which bad been begun during 
tlio previous year, was completed at a cost of Rs. 2,668. The Deputy Com- 
missioner’s new Court-houle at Dumka, which had been cotfitructed during 
1890-91, T^fitted with iJlashea, record racks, punkhas, &c. At Purnea spme 
of the Coim buildings were ^aved with lii^zapore stone; som^ new record 
rai^s and counters were also supplied to the tauzi and account Siepartments in. . 
the Collcctorate at that place. Some rooms were added on to the Subdivisional 
Court-house at Jaipur. At Somastipur certain alterations were rcade in' the 
Subdivisional Court-house, jvith a view to providing a hajat tent gqdo^^ 
and otherwise iinpro ving the building. The construction of a k1ki» iakUl reoordr 
room at Pattya iu the Chittagong district was begun and complefiad during 
year; and some. minor improvements were effected in the ilm office- 
at Cox’s Bazar. Minor additions and alterations were made i n ■ the i 'Colleotori# 
Court-houses and residences at Dacca, Mymensingh, BarigM, «md Faridpur. 
The want of additional accommodation for the Subdiviaional and 
at Seramporo had been mtLch felt, and it was decided to OO^eri the subdivi- 
siooal residence there, which was much too large for UvinJg.pttip09eS| into pdhi^e 





BOADB AXB BDILDINQS. 


m 


offiow ; iliis ‘work wam^^oarried out during tke year, and the Subdirirional Officer . 
waa allowed to hire e aoitable house as a residence., The house at Purulia, 
Ibown as Mr. Clay's ho^, was purchased for Rs. 10,000 for the official residence 
6l the Peputy Commissioner. At Bogra three houses belonging to a Mr. Ta^or 
Were also purchased, one of them being required for a residence for the Collector. 
A house ai^ t]^e land belonging to it, the property of llie Maharaja of Bettiah, 
were acquired for an official residence at Chapra at a cost of Rs.^ 13,864i, and 
the construction of a bungalow for the Assistant Magistrate here which had been 
in proipress was completed. The question of building residences for Subdivi- 
gionid Officers, stationed at outlying places wh^ there is no suitable house 
accommodation engaged the attention of Government; these officers receive a 
house allowance of Ks. 50 a month when residences are not provided for them, 
and as it was found possible to build suitable houses at a reasonable cost, 
the more urgent cases were being taken up: one at Thakurgaon and another at 
Netrakona were under construcaon, and the requirements of other places were 
being considered. 

The remodelling of the oircuit>house at Chapra, shown as in progress in 

last year’s report^ was proceeded with, and com- 
ciw bouMs. pleted. Some minor works were carried out in 

connection with the out^buildings attached to the circuit-house at Malda, and 
new out-houses were built for the circuit-hotise at Buxa. 

Under orders issued by the Local Government, the various excise build* 

. ings Jbome on the books of the Public Works 

Department were transferred to the Excise Depart- 
ment in October and November 1^91. ‘ Previous to that, the distillery builmngs 
at Chapra wore provided with a system of pipes to carry water to the still- 
heads for cooling purposes. * 

The erection of a ne^ iron portico and certain other works of improvement 
^ to tne Board of Revenue office at Calcutta wore 

Bowd of Eevenue buildings. completed ^fes also was the construction of a build- 
ing for the Salt Rowanah office. 

The new Police Courts at Calcutta, the construction of, which bad been 
* completed during the previous year, w^^re supplied 

Polico. jjjg necessary furniture and fitting ; a few 

improvements were also made -with the view of more effectually lighting and 
ventilating some of the rooms, and in the lock-up adjoining some minor alter- 
ations and additions were carried out. Land was also acquired 'in Chattawalla 
lAne for a latrine for the use of the public frequenting the Police Courts and 
of the town guard. The building of a new city polica station at Dacca, which 
badltdieen begun in January 1891, was completed in October; a new police 
thdna at Shaikpura was under construction and was nearly completed. At 
Chaibassa a new police barrack had to be erected in place of the old barrack 
sheds, which were in a dilapidated chndition, and a ^new police magaaioe 
was built to replace the old, unsuitable structure. .New quarters for the police 
were built at Somastipur in the Darbhanga distriob; also Tor the constables 
attached to the thdna at Puri, at which place a new sadar police-station and 
Sub-Inspector’s quarters were built. New quarters were also built for the police 
guard at Alipore, and at Dacca the supply of loitered water to the Mill 
Barracks, occupied by the Reserve police, was carried out. The hospital in 
the Reserve police lines at Chinsura was being relpiilt on a larger 8<^, as the 
old hospital wa^ low and ill-Ventilaked, and did not provide sufficient accom- 
modation ; a new police hospital with out-houses was also in progress at Gaya, 
and at Howrah one end*of the police hospital was converted into a cholera 
ward being provided mong the Muth side of the^ buildinj^. Some 

addit^ns were made to the Charitable DispensarjPi at Darjeeling to provide 

^ m a.1 nntt a J^q 

was made 



Suitable as an official residence for tne uommissioner oi rouce ar Calcutta, 
another site having been selected for the School of. Art. The house at Mymen- 
ringh, formerly belonging to Mr, Charles, was, purchased in order to secure a 
re&ence for the District Superintendent of Police stationed there, and at Bogra 
a new bungalow for a, similar purpose which had been under construction was 
com{dated. New des^-houses w®r® built at Dum-Dum and Khulna, one was in 
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progress at Arrah, and at Bettiah materials were being cojjieoted with a view to 
the early construction of one at that place. 

The construction of the Judge's now Court-house at Noakhali, work on 

which had been begun in March 1890 and was tem» 
Judicial, porarily stopped for want of iron joists indented 

for from England, was resumed in September 1891, and pushed on towards 
completion, the tiled flooring and a few finishing items only remaining to bo 
done. Extra iron racks were provided in the Judge's record-room at Chapra; 
those which had been under construction at the Judge’s Courthouse at 
Muzaflarpur were completed; and the work remaining to be done in the 
additional record-room lor the Judge's Court-house at Arrah was completed. 
The thatched roof of the Sub- Judge’s Court-house at Burdwan was replaced by 
llaniganj tiles, as under the Municipal bye-laws in force there the construction 
and renewal of thatched roofs are prohibited. The construction of a Court- 
house for the Sub-Judge at Jalpaiguri, which had begun in November 1890, 
was completed. 

The subjoined statement shows the progress made during the year in 
„ providing improved accommodation for Munsifs’ 

Munsifis. fcourts:-! 


Name of place. Number of Courts, &o. 


Progress made and remarks. 


Nilpbamari 

Kurigaon 

Manikganj 

Bhaiiga 

Kasba 

Narayanganj 

Kalua 


Treble 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Bingle to double 


Ditto 


Extensiou of single 


Contai Ditto 

Mongbyr 

Pbulbari 


Completed. 

Ditto. 

• Ditto. 

Uudor construotion. 

Three-foinths done. 

Completed. 

For additional Kunsif, about to oom- 
monce. 

For additional Munsif, completed. 
Additional accommodation, completed. 
Ditto ditto. 


The manufacture of bricks for the double Muneifi which it is proposed to 
build at Bolpur was completed at a cost of Ks. 3,130. At Hatya the construc- 
tion of a corrugated iron record-room for the Munsifi was begun; improvements 
were also made to the tank in the Munsifi compound, and the earth excavated 
was utilized in raising an embankment five feet high round the Court-house. 
A now corrugated iron record-room for the use of both the Munsifs at Chilip,ndi 
was under construction, and a new building for the Nizarat and copying depart- 
ments in connection with the Munsifi at Rajbari was completed. ^ Several minor 
works were carried out, including the provision of record racks in the B^gerhat 
Munsifi, the construction of .a Malkhana, Nazir’s office and witness-room for the 
Gaibanda Munsifi,* and alterations, <&c., to the Munsif’s Court at Berhampore, 
Estimates for constructing new Munsifis at Fenny and Satkhira and for extend- 
ing the existing single Munsifi at Hathazari were sanctioned, and work was to 
be taken in hand in 1892-9^. The standard plans for Munsifis, which had been 
in use for some years, were thought to provide for too costly a description of 
building, and it waa therefor^ decided to prepare type plans for structures of a 
more economical kind. This question wqs approaching settlenient at the end 
of the year under review. , 

The compound of the Buxar Churdi was fenced in with stone posts and 
_ wire railing, and at Pumea some minor alterations 
Charebc* and oene onea. made in the church with a view to improving 

the ventilation. A lightning-conductor was fixed to the church at Puri. The 
construction of an enclosure wall, with gate, round the hew cemetery 
Madhupur, in the Sonthal Parganas, was commenced but not oompleted, and 
the provision of a new cemetery at Cbakardharpur for the European staff of the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway was ii; hand. ^ At Calcutta the question of establishing 
a new Christian cemeteiy in the vicinity of the one in Circular Road id 

present in use received the attention of Govociun^t, and a project for it now 
under oonsideTatioa. 
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At the Buxar Central Jail a new roof, consisting of double Allahabad 

tiles on a framing of mI timber, was erected over 
the workshed : a godown and shed for the storage 
and washing of soiled blankets were constructed outside the central jail at 
Bbdgalpur $ verandahs were also added on the south side of ward No. 1, and to 
the warders’ quarters at this jail, and at Midnapore a well was sunk in a locality 
known as Balashahib, and provided with a pump and the necessary piping for 
the supply of water to the central jail. A new under-trial ward was under 
construction at the Dacca Central Jail, and some additional works wore carried 
out iu connection with the Jail Superintendent’s quarters at this placei At the 
Alipore Jail the floor of the gunmj godown, the main entrance gate, and the 
verandah of the Deputy Superintendent’s quarters were improved, and a new 
rice shed constructed. Certain portions of the compound wall of the Presidency 
Jail were raised. The work remaining to be done in repairing certain buildings 
in the district jail at Jessore was completed, and the buildings taken over on 
the Public Works Department books. At Muzaflarpur a new work-shed with 
a corrugated iron roof was built to replace the old shed, which was very 
dilapidated. 

Various improvements were made in the district jails at Chapra, Gaya, 
Mithapur (Bankipore), and Arrah ; at Malda, also, additions and alterations were 
in process in order to improve the accommodation and ventilation of the jail; 
a portion of the enclosure wall of the Burdwan Jail, which had been blown down 
during a storm in May 1891, was rebuilt, and some minor works were carried 
out in this jail as well as in the district jails at Monghyr, Pumca, and Suri, 
and the intermediate jails at Bai&ura and Dumka. A new intermediate jail 
was under construction at Daltonganj, the head-quarters of the newly-formed 
Paldmau district, and was approaching completion. The female ward of the 
Balasore Jail had to be altered, and the walls round it raised to prevent the 
escape of prisoners. 

New 1st class lock-ups were under construction at Fenpy, Thakurgaon, 
^ and Alipur (Duars), and the Ist class lock-up at 

Manikganj and the 2nd class lock-ups at Naugaon 
and Nilphamari, which were in hand last year, were carried on to completion. 
The male and female wards of the Katwa lock-up, which had been completed 
last year, were rebuilt at a cost of Rs. 3,157 on curbs of plate iron, rendered 
necessary on account of the peculiar nature of the soil. A maspnry enclosure 
wall was being substituted for the bamboo palisade round the lock-up at Efajhari, 
and store and ofiico rooms were added at Jajpur. ^The subsidinry jail at 
Munshiganj was reconstructed and that at Jamdipur was altered and added to: 
the floors of tlie lock-up at Sitamarhi were asphalted, and materials wore 
collected for the proposed additions to the subsidiary jail at Brabmanbaria. 
New quarters for warders were built in f«ont of the Khurda lock-up. 

The oonstruction of a new combined Bhutm and zillab school at Darjeeling 

« ,, was begun in January *1892 and half completed ; 

Con.p.«.d»ho«u. ^ by the 

addition of two rooms, and increased accommodation was also provided in the 
Government Schools at Purnea and Puiulia by adding another room in each 
case. A new btdlding for the zillah school at Khukia was commenced in July 
1891 and completed during the year : it is a masonry structure designed to 
harmonize with the other bvildmgs recently erehted at this place. At the 
Sibpur Civil Eogineering College the new model and testing room which had 
been begun in 1890-91 was^stUl not quite finished, and some improvements were 
named out to the river frontage in connection with the foreshore road; 
rain-water pipes were also snppned to the main building to replace «ordihary 
spouts, besides which some minmr works were carried out, and a -cricket shed 
was also ureoted in tbe play-i^und. At the Bethune School the new quarters 
for students were quite oomjneted; some other improvements were also effected. 
I^dtered watw, ffie suf^dy of w^h has now been extended to Alipore and 
Kididfliroore, was laid on to the Upper and Lower Military Orphan Schools at the 
Utter i^erWode^GloieBi lightuinj^ondactors wSre provided to the Presidency 
und SiUskrii Oell^fes and the Sure School. Additional accommodarion was 
provided -inlhe Csil^tta Senate Bous^ the cost being met from funds contributed 

Q 2 
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by the University authorities: at Rajshahi a new building in connection with 
the Arabic Madrassa was constructed from funds contributed for the purpose. 

At the Medical College, Calcutta, a block of latrines very much needed for 
_ the wards on the west side of the hospital was 

Hospita s an upensanos. taken in hand and completed with all its sanitary 

fittings at a cost of Bs. 15,118; a two*storeyed block of servants’ quarters had to 
Ito adapted to provide additional room for the nurses attached to the hospital, 
and other additions and alterations were made to several of the buUaings 
comprised in this institution. The remodelling of the sanitary arrangements 
at the Eden Hospital on modem principles had become very necessary, and 
was effected before the close of the year at a cost of Rs. 6,587. A much<felt 
want was supplied at the Campbell ’Hospital by the construction of a separate 
building for the out-patient department, the cost of which amounted to 
Rs. 10,880. A new cook-room, also a dead-house, had to be built for the 
Ezra Hospital, owing to the old buildings having had to he dismantled to make 
room for the ]^e Infirmary built from funds liberally contributed by the late 
Babu Shama Chum Law, after whom this ophthalmic institution is named. 
A compound wall and gate were put up along the front of this building, which 
was also supplied with necessary furniture and fittings. The contagious diseases 
ward at the Presidency General Hospital was altered and added to, some 
drainage works were carried out, and other improvements effected. A hospital 
block was built in connection with the Dow Hill School at Kurseong, the 
cost incurred being Rs. 5,477. A residence for the Lady Doctor at Gaya in 
connection with the Gaya branch of the Lady Dufferiu Fund was being con- 
structed from funds contributed for the purpose. Quarters for the use of the 
Superintendent of the Alipore Lock Hospital were purchased from the heirs of 
Sheik Muugloo, the late Superintendent. The cwstruction of a European 
ward in the compound of the Mitford Hospital at Dacca, towards which a sum 
of Rs. 11,222 was contributed from the Bar] on and Pogose legacies, was in hand. 
Rupees 5,917 were expended in the construction of an animal vaccination 
depdt at Ghoom. 

Some alterations were made in the upper storey of the female ward 
_ , in the European Lunatic Asylum at Bhawdnipur; 

ana o asy urns. ^ institution and the native asylum at 

Dullunda were provided with a supply of filtered water drawn from the mains 
recently ,laid iji the southern parts of the town. Materials were collected for 
the extension of the Borhampore Lunatic Asylum, which is to be effected by 
taking in bariuck No. 5. The roof of the work-shed was re-covered with 
corrugated iron in place of tiles. 

The building of a new Registration office at Bogra, which had been begun 
^ . in January 1891, was completed at a cost of 

gi8 ra ion. 8,993 .before the end of 1891-92 : some improve- 

ments were effected ’in the Registration office at Arrah, and the extension of 
the office at Jalpaiguri was completed. 

The work remaining to be done to complete the rebuilding of the 
CuBtoms. Custom House at Puri was carried . out, and the 

building was handed over for occupation. The 
provision of lightning-conductors and sunshades to the Port juid Refuge build- 
ings at Hookey tolla was completed. 

At Gaya a portion of the Public Works Depjirtment godown was converted 

Public Work, buaomg.. 0®®** ?<>' the Subordinate stationed there, 

and the conversion of the two-storeyed building at 
Chittagong known as the old Settlement office into a combined residence and 
offide for the Executive^ Engineer, which had been begun in 1890-91, was 
completed during the year. The removal and re-erection of the Public Works 
Department godown near the new cutcherry at Daijeelmg was effected at a 
cost of Rs. 2,028. • 

The construction of the new light-house at Norman’s Point on the Chitta- 
Liitht-houBo. Coast, which was well advanced at the dose 

^ ' of the previous year, was completed during the 

year, and the lantern which is provided with a fifth order diophrie ocemtmg 
Ugh^ made by Chance Brothers, was brought into use. The remodelling <n 
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the Kutabdia Light-house, also on the Chittagong Coast, with a view to the 
erection of a first order revolving light was taken in hand, but its completion 
was delayed for want of fittings indented for from England. During the 
proCTCss of this work a temporary lantern has been in use. The light-house 
at Bhortt’s Island on the Orissa Coast was slightly damaged by the cyclone 
which occurred in November last, but was restored to its proper condition. 
The laying of the 10^ main and the distributary pipes in connection 
^ . , with the Bhdgalpur Water-works which had been in 

progress during the previous year, was completed. 
The necessary hydrants were received and fixed during the year, and filtered 
water is now being drawn throughout the town. At Mymensingh new works 
for tho supply of filtered water to the town were put in hand, funds for the 
purpose having been provided by Raja Surjya Kant Acharjya Bahadur of 
Muktagacha, supplemented by a municipal contribution. When completed 
they will be known as the Rajosvari Water-works. The work of improving 
and regulating the water-supply at Kurseong, the cost of which is being partly 
met from private sources, was in hand. 

On making over the Barakar Iron- works to the Bengal Iron and Steel 

Company, it was found necessary to survey and 
isce aneous. demarcate the estate. This was done under the 

orders of Government, and stone pillars were erected along the boundaries as 
determined. The provision of additional accommodation in tho upper.,, storey 
of the house occupied by the Curator of the Herbarium at the Royal Botanical 
Gardens, Sibpur, was found necessary, and the works required for the purpose 
were carried out at a cost of Rs. 4,733. The Observatory buildings at Alipore 
were connected with the filtefod water-supply recently extended to that 
neighbourhodd. A light trolly line vvith trollies and a light half-ton crane 
were provided in the saltf golahs at Suikoa. 

Some special repairs were done to the tomb at Shamshemagar in the 

Gaya district, and to the tomb of Hassan Sur Shah 
onumen a. Basardm in the Shahubad district. The latter 

tomb was brought on to the books of this department during the year. At 
%odh-Gaya quarters for the custodian of the temple were built, and a structure 
to serve as a museum of fragments of sculpture picked up about the temple was 
in course of erection. At Murshidabad certain works were undertaken for the 
protection and preservation of tho Khushbag and Roshanbagh mausoleums 
containing the tombs of Alivordi Khan and Suraj-ud>daula, •former Nawabs 
of Bengal, the cost incurred being Rs. 1,261. ^ 

The construction of an iron girder bridge ovqr the Mahanadi river, a 
. . mile north of Silliguri, to carry both the Hill Cart 

ommnmcation. Road and the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway, hod 

been begun in October 1890. The bridge, which has seven 100-feet spans, 
is made op of metre-gauge type girders resting on brick piers built over wells 
sunk to depths varying from 28 to 3.6 feet. The workVas completed in July 
1891 at a total cost of Rs. 2,59,399. Further up bn tho *4ih mile tho timber 
bridge over the Fanchanai river had become unsafe, and it was decided to 
replace it by an iron girder bridge suitable for the purposes both of the cart 
road and the railway. It is to be of two spans of 60 feet each, the girders 
being metre-gatge type girders which will be earned on brick piers and 
abutments similar in construction to those built for the Mahanadi bridge. The 
work was begun in May 1891, but remained unfinished for want of iron- work 
indented for &5m England. Tho replacing of the old timber bridges on the 
Tend section of the Hill* Cart Road by substantial masonry ones was found 
necessary in the case of minor bridges as well as of the two major , bridges 
above referred to; this work, consisting of rebuilding 16 culvert:^ of spans 
varying from 5 to 20 feet, was about half finished. Owing to increased trafiic 
on the Tista Valley Road it was found necessary to widen and improve the 
Sevoke-Kalijhora section of the road; the work,* which was begun and com- 
pleted during the year, cost Rs. 22,422. Some protective works were carried 
out in collection with the Kalijhora bridge on the Hill^ Cart Road with the 
vi^ to diverting the course of the stream, and Seeping it in its proper channel ; 
the woi^i which had been begun in February 1891, was completed during the 
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year, and cost Rs. 19,989. The suspension bridge, erected by the district 
authorities over the Little Ranjit at Pool Bazar, was found to be weak and 
unsafe, and had to be taken down and rebuilt at a cost of Rs. 5,221 ; the road 
from Sukna vid Adulpur to the Central Terai was being put in order. 

The reconstruction of old timber bridges had to be taken in hand in 
several instances ; those known as the Ructi and Garridhura bridges on the Matti* 
gurah'Kurseong road were renewed at a cost of Rs. 8,542 ; the bridges on the 
road from IHattigurah to the Hill Cart Road were replaced by masonry ones 
at a cost of Rs. 12,140; the bridge over the Chenga river on the Garridhura- 
Naxalbari road was reconstructed at a cost of Rs. 4,515 ; and the timber bridges 
on the last-named road were all replaced by masonry culverts at a cost of 
Rs. 26,496. The widening and improvement of the first three miles of the 
road from Jorbangala to the Tista vid Pe.shok, which was begun in December 
1891, was completed before the close of the year. The work of construct- 
ing a pucka road from Mattigurah to Naxalbari, as an improvement on the 
ktitcka road which was found unsuitable for the traffic passing over it, was 
taken in hand in November 1890, and almost completed during the year: the 
road is nearly 12 miles long. The road from Darjeeling to the Lebong iSpur, 
4| miles in length, portion of which had already been completed, was in progress, 
the 3rd section to the north of Birch Hill being in hand. In Sikkim an iron 
suspension bridge was being erected over the Ranjit river to replace the cane 
structure which has been in use for years. The construction of the Tulin bridge, 
the link remaining to complete the line of communication from Ranchi to Purulia, 
was noted in last year’s report as having bech begun ; during the year under 
review progress was much retarded by floods in the Subarnarckha river during 
March and September 1891. The work was, however, well advanced (luring the 
last four months of the year, and was approaching completion by tho en<i of 
March 1892. The third section of the Ranchi-Chaibassit Road, which is to connect 
tho important centres, Ranchi and Chaibassa, with the Bengal-Nagpur Railway at 
tho Chakardharpur station through which the road passes, was realigned for tho 
most part in order to obtain a better route and a ruling gradient of 1 in 25 : the 
woi'k of construction was begun in December 1891, and good progress had been 
mado. Temporary quarters were erected for the staff and work-pcoplo employed 
tho road; work throughout both in surveying and construction has been 
carried on in tho face of very groat difficulties owing to the extreme 
unhealthincss of the district. Tho fourth section, 15 miles in length, connecting 
Chaibassa. with 'the Chakardharpur railway station, was in existence before, 
but had to be taken over by (lie Public Works Department for conversion into 
a first-class road. The imeessary works include the realigning and metalling 
of the road, the constructing of a now bridge over the Sanjai river near 
Chakardharpur with two largespansof 100 fectcach crossed by girders, and end 
spans of 30 feet arched over, tho remodelling of tho Roro bridge, and repairing 
and reconstructing the minor bridges on the section. The Sanjai bridge was 
advaucod to girder levbl, and the rest of the work was more than half fini8he<L 
A section 1^ miles *in length of the Ranchi- Purulia Road, situated witliin the 
municipal limits of Ranchi, was taken over by the Public Works Department 
and reconstructed and remetalled. Special repairs to the bridges and culverts 
on the Ranchi-Purulia Road, the Kendra section of tho Grand Trunk Road, 
and the llazaribdgh- Purulia Road woro put in hand, but f«r want of funds 
were not completed during the year. The work of collecting metal for the 
purpose of increasing the metalled width of the Rznchi-Purulia Road had to be 
stopped for similar reasons. 1’he survey of the Khunti-Bassuf Road in Chota 
Nagpur was completed during the year. The substitution of rolled iron joista 
for sti^no besftns in the Durgawati viaduct on the Grand Trunk Road in tiie 
Shababad* district was proceeded with, the work being gradually carried 
out. The surveys of roads in Gurjat and the Khond Mal^ls, Orissa, were 
undertaken and carried out at a cost of Rs. 8,774. The reads dealt with 
were (t) Cuttack to Angul Dhenkanal), (ii) Angul to Tikerpara, and 
(m) Bissipara to Bodligarh. Three suspension bridges were ob^ned at a 
cost of Rs. 8,200 from Messrs.^ Burn & Co. for crossing certain rivers in tba 
South Lushai Hills to improve the means of communication, blit were not 
erected. 
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The folloMnng statement shows the length of road communication main* 
tained by public authorities in Bengal during the year 1891*92 : — 

Statement ehowing the length of road communication maintained by public authoritiee in Bengal 

during the year 1891'93. 

[This statement 9^es not inclnde roads and streets within municipal limits and maintained from 

Municipal f nnd.] 
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Darjeeling ... 
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The following table sliows the outlay on original works and repairs on 
road cotrnnuiiieation during tho year, and the average cost of maintenance 
per mile : — 
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Misccllanooiis public improve 
mcnts. 


Additional protective works were carried out on the bank of the river Burh 

Gandak at Muzaffarpur to prevent, tho river cutting 
away tho ground on which the circuit-house stands. 
The work of converting the Godagori road, which 
leads to the cutcherry at Rampur Bualia, into an embankment for the protection 
of tho country north of tlje town was begun in May 1891 and very nearly 
finished. The length is 12,250 feet, and the cost of tho work amounts to 
Rs. 24,934. Tho survey of the Kosd river was carried out with a view to 
observing the changes taking place and deviling some measures for prevent- 
ing the serious damage which might occur during heavy floods The obser- 
vations wore not, however, completed. Somft stops had to bo taken to arrest 
tho erosive action of the river along the^ Strand lioad at Serampur, which had 
been going on for some years. Similar precautions*had to be taken for tho 
protection of the right bank of the river Bhyrub and of tho civil station of 
Khulna, where damages were sustained by the floods during 1890-91. The 
pitching of the river-slope at Murshidabad for the protection of the bank and 
the buildings standing by was partly carried out, and the manufacture of 
brick material for work during 1892-93 was in active jsrogress. 

There is nothing serious to record under this head for the year under 
^ . review, except in regard,. to the cyclone that passed 

Floods, storms, ac«dentH,&c. Hookeytolla in Orissa on the 5th November 

1891, causing mpeh damage to the temporary buildings and the revetment at 
that place,* also to tho warehouse at Jumbo, and the light-house and trtunway 
on Shortt’s Island. During tho floods of September 1891, the cofferdam which 
had been sunk for ono of tho piers of tho Tulin Bridge in the Subamarekha 
river was washed away. A storm which passed over Burdwan on the l-3th 
May 1891 blew down portion of the onclostire wall of the jail there; at Port 
Canning also tho roof of the police building was blown off during a storm that 
raged there on the 10th June 1891. In the Darjeeling district the rainfall was 
comparatively light f no serious slips occurred, and there was little or no inter- 
ruption to traffic. Tho £e^ slips recorded were those that occurred on the 
Tista Valley, Ran jit and Feshok roads. On the road from the Tista 
Bridge to Rishi a portion of the road had to be diverted, as the old route was 
breached by a j'hora; andt>n the road from Rikussum junction' to Jungiguard 
the bridge over the Choi river was damaged, but communication was not 
interrupted. Slight shocks eff earthquake were felt in the northern part of 
the Dacca Division. The old court-house Nd. 15 at Dumka was struck by light- 
ning on tho 18th May 1891, but no seriobs damagq resulted The subuvi- 
sional buildipgs at Bdgerhat were also struck, the damage being slight. The 
only case a>f fire recorded^ occxirred at the circuit-house at Darbhanga, where 
a portion of the out-houses was burnt. 

The procedure to be followed in obtaining administrative sanction to 

projects was a matter that called for attention. 

The Lieutenant- liovernor noticed that in many in- 
stances considerable time and labour were wasted in Executive Engineers’ offices 
in preparing detailed plans arid estimates for alterations and extensions tor 
new buildings proposed by civil officers before the question whether such works 
vrere really necessary haa been considered and decided upon by Government. 
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Orders were issued directing that in future ell projects for new v/orks or for 
additions and alterations to existing buildings, &c., involving a larger expend!* 
turo than the heads of departments are authorized to sanction themselves, must 
first be submitted for administrative sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor through 
the department of the Secretariat which ordinarily deals with the requirements 
of the departmeflt concerned. In doing this the officer who makes the application 
is required to state what the existing accommodation is, why and in what 
respects it is deficient, and what the cost of his proposals will approximately 
be. After administrative sanction is given the Public Works Department 
prepares and gives sanction to detailed plans and estimates for the works 
approved, and provides funds for carrying them out. Instructions were also 
given that Executive Engineers should in the first instance merely prepare 
rough estimates and sketches of ground plan when required to do so by civil 
officers, to enable them to ask for the administrative sanction of Government. 

The Lieutenant-Governor’s attention was also drawn to the unnecessary 
duplication of work caused by the system under which Executive Engineers had 
charge of the Imperial and Provincial buildings, while the District Engineers 
were in charge of the roads and all other buildings. Thus it might frequently 
happen that an Executive Engineer and a District Engineer might go out on 
the same excursion to visit — one, the road, the dispensary, and dhk bungalow ; 
the other, the subdivisional cutcherry ; and similarly Superintending Engineers 
travelled over tho same ground as Inspectors of Local Works while inspecting 
their respective subordinates. To avoid this unnecessary labour it was decided, 
with the consent of the Government of India, to place all Imperial buildings 
(Post and 'I'elegraph offices) and^Provincial buildings (cutcherries, jails, and the 
like) in a district (with the exception of canals and embankments) under the 
District Board and their Engineer, and all such engineers under one inspecting 
and supervising officer. *The Burdwan, Dacca, and Chittagong Public Works 
Divisions have accordingly been abolished, and tho works in tho districts 
formerly comprised in these throe divisions have been placed under the 
respective District Boards. Three of the five Inspectors of' Local Works have 
also been abolished, viz., Bhdgalpur, Presidency and Kajshahi, and Burdwan 
and Orissa. The District Engineers of Cuttack and Puri have been placed 
under the Superintending Engineer of the Orissa Circle, and the District 
Engineers of Balasore and Midnapore under the Superintending Engineer, 
South-Western Circle. A new Presidency Circle has been formed, comprising 
the 1st and 2nd Calcutta and* the Calcutta Workshops Divisions, and has been 

E laced directly under tho Chief Engineer, Eoads and Buildings branch. The 
listrict Engineer of tho 24-Pargana8 will bo under the Superintending 
Engineer, Western Circle The Provincial and local works in the remaining 
districts of the Province, except in the Patna Division, have been divided into 
three Circles under two Superintending Engineers and one Inspector of Local 
Works. The head-quarters of the Superintending Enmneers will, under the 
new arrangements, bo at Chinsura and Bh^alpur instet^ of at Calcutta. In 
tho Patna Division tho Superintending Engineer, Spne Circle, will have charge 
of all irrigation works and embankments and tho Imperial and Provincial 
buildings in the seven districts, while tho Inspector of Local Works, Patna, 
will supervise all the local works. As the responsibilities of the District 
Engineers havd been considerably increased under the new arrangements, 
revised rules regarding the qualifications of Distj-iclr Engineers were passed in 
February last., • ^ 

The effect of this redistribution and retrenchment has been to reduce 
the cadre of the Public Works Department in the Roads and Buildings branch 

as follows: — * * , . 

Former Now 
cadre, approved. 

Chief and Saperintending Engineois ^ 

Inapeotors of Local Works 
Unaer-Seorotary 
Exeoutive Engineers 
Assistant Engmeers 
Allowanoe for furlough 


... 1 1 

.. 8 6 

.. 8 4 

... 4 2 


Total 


... 31 


17 
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It is further contemplated on the completion of the important roads now 
under construction to abolish the Ghota Nagpur Division^ with its staff of 
one Executive and one Assistant Engineer^ so reducing the cadre to 15. The 
effect of this decrease in officers, together With the abolition of the several 
offices, has been to reduce the cost of establishment in the Province by 
Rs. 83,148. 

The mode in which the transfer of Provincial buildings to District Boards 
has been carried out is as follows : — The cost of repairs during the last four 
years has been calculated, and the average amount has been transferred to the 
District Board, with the obligation of maintaining the buildings in good repair. 
The staff of Sub-Engineers, Supervisors. Overseers and Sub-Overseers hitherto 
employed has been lent, but not transierred, to the District Board, so that no 
question of foreign service or contributions for pension may arise. Their pay 
and promotion rest with the Public Works Department, and as they retire 
or die, the Board will bo at liberty to fill their places by men of their own, 
receiving a corresponding increase to their grant. Where the Provincial and 
Imperial buildings thus transferred are numerous and expensive, a grant 
has been made to cover an addition to the District Engineer’s salary as 
remuneration for his increased duties, and one or more clerks from the 
abolished offices have also been transferred to carry on the clerical and 
accounts work. 

The proportion of time spent by Superintending Engineers in the 
important duties of inspection during the year was on the whole satisfactory. 
The number of days each officer was out on tour is as follows . 


Superiutondiiig Engineer, Bono • Cirole 
Ditto, Western do. 

Ditto, Northern do. 

Ditto, South-Western do! 

Ditto, Orissa do. 


172 days 
91 do. 
260 do. 
115 do. 
142 do. 


In the case of the Western Circle, which has the smallest record, it is 
noted that for the most part of the year when the Calcutta Divisions were 
included in the circle, the Superintending Engineer was greatly tied down to 
bis Iiead-quartors. 

In regard to the work of inspection perfomred by the Accounts Depart- 
ment under Colonel Carey, it is satisfactory to obsefve that the office of every 
Executive Engineer, Collector of Canal Revenue, Band Acquisition Officer, and 
Toll-collefttor was inspected during the year. 

Most of the Executive and Assistant Engineers have spent a reasonable 
proportion of their time* on tours of inspection, few having been out for less 
than 150 days in the year. 
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Thb actual transactions of tho Irrigation Branch for the year 1891-02 
are shown below in comparison with the budget and roviaod estimates of that 
year : — 



Actuals, 

.1890-91. 

Budget 

estimate, 

1891-02. 

Eevised 

estimate, 

1891.02. 

Actuals, 

1891-92. 

Heceipts. 

Bii. 

Es. 

Es. 

Ha. 

XXIX— Major Works— Direct; receipts — 
Provincial ... ... 

13,39,141 

14,19,000 

14.42.000 

16,98,608 

XXX— Minor Works and Navigation-^ 

Irrigation niid Navigation Works- 
Provincial ... • ... 

8,31,776 

8,13,600 

8,26,0^ 

8,06,055 

Agricultural Works — • 

Provincial ... * ••• 

12,015 

7,400 

9,000 

11,106 

Total 

21,82,931 

22,39,000 

22,77,000 

24,16,069 

Chaboes. 

61 

42— Major Works— Working expenses— 
provincial 

13,43,686 

14,19,000 

14,23,000 

13,60,069 

43— Minor Works and Navigationr* 

Irrigation and Navigation Works— 
Provuicial 

7,49,872 

8,39,600 

«, 47,369 

8,01,061 

Amcultural Works — 

Provincial ••• ••• 

7,62,844 

8^63,600 

8,36,631 

7.68.262 

Contributions 

3,890 

... 

16,U4 

6.927 

49— Irrigation Works- 

Capital expendituTO not charged against 
revenue ... ... 

4,28,634 


9,07,000* 

6,76, 627* 

Total 

32,78,1)26 , 

, 36,86^)OJ 

37,30,144 

34,91,846 


* Excluyivo of expenditure in England. 


In addition to tho expenditure shown in the^ above statement, a sum of 
Rs. 74,953 wfts expended on embankments and 'drainage works during the 
year, and was charged to tho suspense head Tak4vi.” The expenditure 
under this li§ad in tho previous ^ear was Es. 1,03,490. The outlay on the 
Eajapore and Howrah drainage projects chargeable in the civil accounts under 

the head ‘‘ Local loans” swas Rs. 2Cr,788, against Rs. 62,529 in the previous year. 

• • 

I.—MAJOR IRRIGATION WORKS. 

Capital outlay. * 

The total capital outlay (direct charges) not charged against revenue to ' 
end of the year 1891-92 amounted to Rs. 6,08,30,176, against sanctioned ostU 
mates aggregating Rs. 7,01,99,857, leaving an unspent balance of Rs. 93,69,681 
at the close of the year. It must be remarked, however, that tho currency of 
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the estimates of the Prissa and Sone projects has expired, and that the present 
outlay is held to he irregular, pending orders of the GoTemment of India. 


Ma/ob Jbbigation Works. 

Amount 
of sanctioned 
estimate. 

Expoiuiiture 
{ finrin^ 

1 1891-92. 

Expenditure 
to end of 
1891-92. 

Balance for 
expenditure 
from 1st April 
1802. 

Orissa canals 

Miilnaporc canal 

Hijili Tidal canal 

Sone canals 

Rs. 

3,13.96,220 

83,73,091 

25,41,849 

2,78,88,607 

' Rs. 

3,88.740 
14.469 
2,34,918 
2.04,008 

Rs. 

2,46,06,666 

82,58.711 

22,32.706 

2,57,32,094 

Bs. 

67,89,664 

1,14,380 

3,09,144 

21.66,803 

Total 

7,01,99.867 

8,42,225 

6,08,30,176 

93,69,681 


The capital outlay on the Midnaporo canal and on the remodelling of the 
Hijili Tidal canal, though nmt from Provincial funds, is, under the orders 
of the Government of India, shown under major works. 

The indirect charges (Capital expenditure not chai'ged against revenue) 
to end of the year 1891-92 are con>parcd with the sanctioned estimates in the 
table following : — 


Major Ibbigation Wouks. 

* 

Amount 
of sancHoricd 
estimate. 

Charges 

diirinst 

1891-92. 

Charges 
to end of 
1891-92. 

Balance avail- 
able on Ut 
April 1892. 

Orissa canals 

Midnauore canal ... 

Hijili Tidal canal ... 

Sone canaLs 

Bh, i 

9.19,826 1 
1,84 215 i 
ii7.620 
i:l,it9,607 

Be. 

• 8,042 

i ’fN908 

; 6,191 

Rs. 

.5.54,230 

1,84.133 

56.608 

9,10.661 

Its. 

3,66,396 

82 

11,112 * 
4,89.066 

Total 

26.71,087 

j 20,141 

1 

17,06,432 

8,65.615 


The amount of simple interest during the year 1891-92 on the debt 
incurred on the above-named works was Rs. 24,16,963, against Rs. 23,87,119 ol 
the previous year. The charges on this account to the end of the year under 
review amcimnte(Lto Rs, 4,12,32,439. 


ftewnue reiwipls and expetuiiture. 

The direct revenue receipts and working expenses (direct charges) of 
the Major Irrigation Works for the year 1891-92, compared with those of the 
previous year, are shown in the following statement : — 




1891-93. 



1890-91. 


Major Irrigation 
Works. 

Receipts. 

Working 

expenses. 

Net result. 

Receipts. 

Working 

expenses. 

Net result. 

Orissa canals 

Midnapore canal 

Hijili Tidal canal 

Sone canals 

• 

Rs. ‘ 
3.70,932 
2,84.897 
, 38,916 

9,08,074 

^ Rs. 
3,96.016 1 
2,57,324 
48.669 
6,48.060 , 

Ks. 

(— >26094 
27,373 
(-) n.764 
2.68,014 

Bs. 

3,44,938 
2,36.991 
28.044 
7,29; 170 

Rs. 

4,39,983 

1,99,049 

51,968 

6.63,286 

Bb. 

(-) 94,447 
87,942 
(— ) 23,924 
76,884 

Total* • 

16,98,608 ^ 

13.60.009 

2,48,539 

18,39,141 

13,43,688 j 

(— ) 4,646 


It will thus be seen that, compared with the previous year, there is an 
increase in the receipts of Rs. 2,59,467, while the increase in the working 
expenses is Rs. 6,883 only, the net result being a profit of Rs. 2,48,539, against 
a deficit of Rs. 4,646 in the preceding year. This favourable result, arising from 
the causes explained below, is mainly due to the Sone canals, working expenses 
having exceeded receipts on the Orissa and EQjili Tidal canals. 
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II.— MINOR WORKS AND NAVIGATION. 

Ibrigation and Navigatiok Works. 

WoBKS VOK WHICH CaPIUL AMD BxTBNQI AcCOOMTS ABE EBBT- 

{!)— Capital outlay. 

The capital outlay (direct charges) to end of the year 1891*92 is shown 
in the following statement : — 


• 

WOBKB. 

Amount of 
sanctioned 
estimate* 

Expenditure 
during the 
year 
1891.02. 

Expenditure 
to end 
of the year 
1891-92. 

1 

Balance for 
expenditure 
from Ist 
April 1892. 

Canals in abeyance or abandoned, 

Tirhut project 

Samodar project 

Ba. 

3,61,079 

1 1.43,974 

Bs. 

• •• 

(-) 1.200 

Rb. 

6.31,425 

1,47,641 

Bs. 

(—) 1,80,346 
(— ) ' 8,667 

Canals under construction. 





Calcutta and Eastern canals ... ... 

Orissa Coast canal 

43i^,S73 

(-) 10.329 
3,940 

63,22,613 

42,38,999 

1.07.874 

Canals completed. 





Saran project 

6,63,621 

... 

6.69,670 

(-) 6,949 

Total • 

... 

1-) 7,689 

1,08.10,078 

• • e 


The Orissa Coast canal is piBctically completed, and the .expenditure, which 
was Rs. 63,774 in 1889-90 and Rs. 17,212 in 1890-91, has now fallen to 
Rs. 3,940, the total expcipditure showti in the above table being ( — ) Rs. 7,589, 
against Ks. 21,625 in 1890-91 and Rs. 1,12,159 in 1889-90. 

Details of the receipts and charges under Minor Works and Navigation are 
given in the following table : — 


MiNOB WO&SS AMD 


1891*92. 


1890-91. 

t^AVlGATIOM* 

Beco^t^« 

Working 

expenses. 

Net result. 

Beceipts. 

Working 

expenses. 

Net result. 

Calcutta and Eastern canals 
Orissa Coast canal 

Saran 

Nadia rivers , ... 

Eden canal 

Uadhubani canal 

Bs. 

5,26,219 

62,057 

15,831 

1,92.737 

10,119 

92 

Bs. 

3,28,403 

76,296 

12,638 

1,06,857 

26.663 

10,606 

Bs. 

1, 96, 810 
(-) 13,239 
3,2U3 

i 86,880 

(>) 16,644 
(-) 10,414 

Bb. 

6,25,085 

66,686 

.36,983 

2,00,482 

3,697 

42 

* 

.Bb- ^ 
8.09;623 
73,766 
87,403 
1,03,637 
34,796 
11,827 

Bb. 

2,16,462 
(-) 8.180 
(-) 420 

96,946 
{-) 81.198 
(-) 11.786 

Total Be venue account ... 

8,06,056 

6,59.262 

2,46,792 

IQIIIIQ 

6,70,961 

2,00,824 



Capital 

expenditure. 

• 

• 

» 

1 


Damedar project 

Midnapore canal 

Calcutta and Easieiy canals 
Orissa Coast canal 

Hijili Tidal canal 

..* 1 

• a* 

(-) 1,200 
14.469 
(— ) 10,329 
3,940 
2.34,918 

1) 

u 



Total • 

8.06,(&5 

8v01,061 

4,694 





(2) — Account. 

The actual receipts and direct charges during the year 1891-92 compared 
with those of the previous year are shown below : — 



1891-92. 

1890-91. 

Beecipts. 

■ Rs. 

Rs. 

OaToatta and EoBtem oanals 

5,26;219 

5,25.085 

Orissa Coast canal 

62,057 

16,831 

65,586 

Smoa oanals ... 

36,983 

Total 

6,03,107 

6,27,654 
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Charget. 


1891.92. 

Rs. 

1890-91. 

Rs. 

Caloatta and Eastern canals 

• •• 

8,28,403 

8,09,623 

Orissa Coast canal 

• •• 

75,290 

73,766 

Saran canals 


12,538 

87,403 

Total 


4,16,237 

4,20,792 


The net revenuo from minor works was Rs. 1,86,870, against Ba. 


2,06,862 


in the previous year. . 

The profit is derived almost entirely from the Calcutta ana Eastern canals, 
the net revenue from which has, however, fallen from Rs. 2,28,575 in 1889-90 
to Rs. 2,15,462 in 1890-91, and again to Rs. 1,90,816 in the year under review. 
There is a deficit of Rs. 18,239 from the Orissa Coast canal, while the Saran 
canals, on which there has in previous years been a deficit, now show a small 
profit of Rs. 3,293. 


Works for wiich only rkvknhr accounts are kept. 


Receijifa. 


1891-92, 

lls. 

1890-91. 

Rs. 

Nadia rivers 


1,92,737 

2,00,482 

Charge. 

Nadia rivers 

... 

1,06,857 

1,03,537 

Works for which NEiTnBR 

CAPITAL 

N<m .-lEVEKtllS 

AOCOX7ET3 ARB 

Reccq:ta. 

1 

1891-92. 

Rs. 

1890.91. 

“ Rs. 

Eden canal ... 

• •• 

10,119 

3,597 

Madhubani canal 

• • • 

92 

42 

Total 


10,211 

8,639 

Charges. 

Eden canal ... 

• • • 

25,603 •.» 

34,795 

Madhubani canal 

... 

10,506 

11,827 

Total 


30,109 

46,622 


The net revenue for the year 1891-92 under these two heads wasRs. 59,922, 
against Rs. 63,962 for the year 1890-91. 

Aoricultukal works. 

Particulars in cpnnection with this class of works arc given below 



1891-92. 

1800-91. 

Reeeijits, 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Oovemment embankments ... 

7,684 

8,140 

Takdvi embankments under con- 



tract , ••* ... 

3,722 

3,876 

Total ... 

• 11,406 

12,015 

Charges. « 



Government embankments ... 

6,28,265 

6,26,196 

Tak&vi embankments under con- 


tract ... ... 

1,29,997 

1,26,648 

Other works from contributions ... 

0,927 

3,890 

Total ... 

7,65,189 

7,66,734 


Of the total expenditure on Government embankments during the year, a 
sum of Rs. 4,84,558 was spont on works and maintenance and repairs, against 
Bs. 4,32,630 expended during the year 1890-91. The balance was spent on 
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establishment and other sub-heads of account. The share of establishment 
charges borne by Government embankments was Rs. 1,27,352, against 
Rs. 1,34,023 charged in the previous year; for taktfvi works the cost of 
establishment was Rs. 42,225, against Us. 37,548, and the expenditure on works 
and maintenance and repairs was lis. 92,707, against Rs. 90,434 of the pre- 
vious year. The sum of Rs. 6,927 received from contributions was expended 
on village channels for the Sone canals, and on sluices in the Murshidabad, 
24-Pargana8, and Saran districts. 

The state of account of takavi works proper, by which is meant works not 
provided for in the irrigation budget, is shown in the table below. 

The works are mainly either works undertaken under the Drainage Act, or 
embankments not maintained under the contract system, but the actual expen- 
diture on which is recovered from the persons benefitted : — 


Division. 

Opening 
’ debit 
balance. 

Expendi- 
ture during 
the year 
1891-92. 

Total. 

Heco- 
veriea 
during 
the year 
1891-92. 

Net debit 
balance 
at the end 
of the year 
1891-92. 

Northern Drainage and Embanlcment 
Cossye 

Gandak ... ... ... 

Balasoro ... ... ... 

Burdwan ... 

Eastern Sono ... ... ... 

Darjeeling ... ... ... 

1.46.935 
32.791 
13,494 
.317 
1.332 
^ 1.234 

Ite. 

16,801 

44,584 

10,165 

377 

2.347 

684 

45 

Us. 

1,63,736 

77,376 

23,669 

694 

3,679 

1,8BS 

45 

Ea. 

31.012 

6,476 

13,732 

460 

1,833 

1,253 

45 

Ha. 

1,32,724 

71.899 

9,927 

244 

2.346 

615 

Total , 

1,96,103 

74.963 

2,71,056 

63,301 

2,17.765 


The expenditure during the year on takdvi works amounted to Rs. 74,953, 
whilst the recoveries and adjustments aggregate Rs. 53,301 only : the closing 
balance at the end of the year has accordingly increased to Rs. 2,17,755. The 
increase in the balance, which is current, is solely duo to the large expenditure 
on works in progress during the year, which will be adjusted by debit to Civil 
department on the completion of the works. 

The transactions of each of the three circles will now bo described sepa- 
rately as in previous years. 


ORISSA CIRCLE. 

The following statement compares, the expenditure in this circle under 
the different heads of account for the year 1891-92 with that of the year 
1890-91:— 



1801-02. 

1800-91. 

MAJOR IRRIGATION WORKS. ^ , 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Capital espenditMre not charged agaimfi revenue (direct charges), 
Oriiaa canala (Imperial) ^ ••• ••• ••• 

8,88,740 

8,31,696 

Wwhing expenses (direct charges), * 


• 

1 

Oriasa canals (Provincial) ••• ••• ••• 

3,96,010 

4,30,388 

minor works and navigation. 



Jigricultural Works-^ProvinciaL 



Orissa einbankments ••• ••• * ••• 

1,18,842 

1.04,260 

Total .«« 

9,08,098 

9,86J129 




240 ‘ BENOAL AmamsTBATioN bisptr; 

The details of each of the above works an» g^vaa below I "■ 


MAJOR IRRIGATlOlf WORKS. 

CapiUH expenditure net eherged a^uUtet Bevmte, 

OEISSA CANALS. , 

The expenditure (direct charges) by main heads of aoeonnt duwged. .to 
the Capital account of these canals during the year 1891*02 ootopared^^witili^llto 
year 1890-91 is shown below ; — 




1891-92. 

18M. 

I.— Works— 


Bs. 

# 

. Bs.-.'-' ’ 

(1) Head works 

(2) Main oanal and branohes 
' (3) Dutiibtttaries 

(4) Draina^ and poteotive works 

sa« 

••• 

e*e 

• ee 

1,222 

65,235 

1,63,241 

1,04,743 

1,060 

1,29.636 

86,964 

61,299 

Total Works 

»#• 

3,24,441 

2,79,li 

11.— EstaUishment ... 

HI.— Tools and plant... 

lY.— Suspnse aoooonts ... 

sta 

see 

••a 

67,876 

2,856 

4,138 

47,666- 
7,089 
(— ) 2,189 

Grand total 

• •a 

3,88,809 

3,31,766 

Leu noeipts on Oapital aooount ... ^ 

• •a 

69 

169 

Net total 

eee 

8,88*740 

8,31,696 


The budget grant for works under Capita], which originally stood at 
Rs. 3,66,000, was subsequently reduced to Rs. 3,36,450. 

The following table shows the state of the expenditure on ** Works’* 
and other sub-heads of account as compared with the sanctioned revised 
estimate of the Orissa project : — 


• • 

l^AMB OF WOBK. 

• 

Amount of 
estimate sanc- 
tiooed by tlie 
Secretary of 
State. 

Eznxpnvas— 

Bfdsaee., 

During 

1891*02. 

To end of 
1891*92. 

Total ** Workf /’ MabaDidi seriet 

Total *' Worki/’ Brahmini^BjIonu series 

t • 

L— Grand Total •• WorVs ” . ... 

II.— Bstablisbment 

III. — Tools and plant 

IV. — Suspense aceounts ... 

Loss by exobiinge ... ^ •». 

Total 

Ve— Zeis receipts on Capital acoovAt 

Net total 

lU. 

1,7«,7«0T6 

64,71,784 

s«. 

8,06,616 

1,18,886 

Bi. 

1,89.76,078 

87,99,869 

lu. 

88.97,408 

10.71,776 

8,80,44,809 

67.8S,864 

83,79A28 

9!9A089 


1,77,76,681 

44,64.648 

80,80,781 

1,63,791 

8.68,070 

68,68,178 , 
18,81311 
8383W 
H 1,68,781; 

8,16,04.780 

1,08,660 

S,88,8r>0 

68 

8,40,98,766 

86,100 

■ fTrn 

mi 

8,18,96,880 <* 
. 

3.88,749 

8,46,06,666 

87M£iiK: 


During the year under review the following works, ohargeal^ 

Capital account ot the project, were carried out 

Medmadi tenets 

^ Work on the Taldundah extension canal was sufficiently advano^ ’ 

of its being opened to tr^^ooq the 16th July 1891. ]poi^.t|)e year tibe 
lock at Paxadeep was completed, .and ^e banks of the oanai aoosdt bnmgliVwi 
to proper, section. Amon|[st minor worics oh the main inay be ih<^pn% 
alimtioni to the Jobra'and Birbati lock bridges, in wbieh arches were lentac^ 
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by girders at a high level to admit of the passage of steamers. The earthwork 
of distributaries 11, 12, and 13 taking off from the Taldundah canal was nearly 
finished and arrangements made for starting the masonry works. In all 
242' miles of this main canal and 4^ miles of distributaries were opened during 
the year under review. 

The most important work on the Machgong canal was at Barera, where 
a new masonry weir was constructed, and certain alterations to the bed and 
banks of the canal itself were in progress. These alterations, rendered neces- 
sary by the changes which the construction of the weir caused in the regime 
of the canal, involve the lowering of the bed of the canal below Barera to give 
sufficient depth of water for navigation and the raising of the banks between 
Barera and Nawada consequent on the raising of tlie water level. A new 
inspection bungalow situated at Gorudmal was completed. The construction 
of the new distributaries on this canal has been well pushed on, the returns 
showing an addition of 27| miles during the year to the length open for irriga- 
tion. The state of the work in those portions which are not yet opened is also 
satisfactory, the masonry works being mostly either completed or nearly so, 
and the earthwork well advanced. As regards subsidiary works, the drainage 
cuts at Barera and Tumpiia and the Daib embankment were practically 
completed, while, on the other hand, no progress was made with the refuge 
mounds at Sankarisahai island, owing to delay in the acquisition of land. 

There is nothing to record regarding the Kendrapara main canal proper, 
but fair progress was made with the three distributaries under construction, 
of which one was completed, witJi the exception of the work on some additional 
drainage syphoiis, and about one-fourth of the excavation on the other two 
remained to be done. The leflgtli actually opened during the year was 
miles, and probably more would hj,ve been added had not the work been 
retarded by an outbreak bf cholera. There is a drainage scheme in connection 
with No. 15 distributary, on which the progress made was small. 

Tlic only work in progress on the Gobri main canal and its extension was 
an iron drawbridge at Alba lock, which was being fixed in position. The work 
on tho new distributaries of the Gobri canal showed good progress as regards 
earthwork, but on the extension canal no labour of this class could bo obtained, 
even at enhanced rates, owing to tho liardncss of tho soil and the prevalence 
of cholera. Arrangements.woro being made for starting the masonry works. 
In spite of tho difficulties alluded to above, 15^ miles of distributaries were 
opened during the year. 

Tho flood embankment of tho Pattamoondi canal was almo.st completed, 
and three regulators in the canal were finished, whilq the construction of the 
new distributaries was advanced at a more rapid rate than on any of tho other 
canals, no less than 65.^ miles having been opened during tho year, and but 
little remaining to complete the work. Some rest-houses which are in course 
of construction on tho distributaries wore also well advanced, and tho scheme 
for the improvement of the river Gobri was completed? 

There are no new distributaries under construction firdm Range I of tho 
high level canal, but some work was done on the minor drainage cuts, which 
are now practically complete, and a syphon at Champapur, which carries 
distributary No. 5 across the drainage channel from the Kodai escape, and 
which had collapsed, was rebuilt during the year. 

> 

, Srahmin^-Byturni Series. 

The works in connec^on with the Sukendapat drainage scheme, on Rango 
II of the high level cadal, were in progress, but are not yet completed. 
On Range III of this canal four syphons for carrying drainage water across 
distributaries Nos. 2, 3, and 4 are practically fini^ed, while considerable 
progress has been made with drainage and protective works, the minor drain- 
age cuts being completed, and nearly half the earthwork in the drainage cut 
from the Orissa Trunk Road to Jonadi done. 

Two new distributaries, comprising numerous branches, were in progress 
on the Jajpur canal, but the work on the whole is not in a very forward 
condition, tho masonry works on tho two main lines and on one branch ouly 
being fairly well advanced, and tiie progress on eartl^ork being only 

a 
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moderate. An aggregate length of 0^ miles has, however, been opened during 
the year. Bettor progress has been made with the works classihed as drainage 
and protective works, comprising the Burra Kharsua left embankment, the 
Byturni rigid embankment, the Bhimai Had drainage cut, and the rejiairiiig 
of a breach in the Gohali embankment, all of wliieh were cither completed 
or well advanced at the close of the year. Two inspection bungalows at 
Dasrathpur and Kamalpur were also in progress, but little had been done 
beyond manufacturing the bricks required for their construction. 

WoRKiNU EXPENSES. — The expenditure on maintenance and repairs for 
the year 1891-92, compared with that for the previous year, is shown 
below : — 


Sub-head. 

lvS9].92. 

1890-01. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

IB. — ^Maintoimnco and repairs 

... l,7r),()38 

2,22,638 

11.— Establislimont 

1,93.305 

2,01,569 

HI.— Tools and plant 

27,023 

13,951 

IV. — I’rofit and loss 

••• 

1,225 

Total 

3,00,010 

4,39,383 


The revised estimate for the year under tho head of revenue repairs 
having been Rs. 8, 9 1, 8 18, the total excess outlay under working expenses was 
Ks. 4,703 only. 

The following statenmnt shows thd total lengtljs of canals and distribu- 
taries in operation at tho close of tho year 1891-92, and the areas which are 
protected from flood, commanded, and provided with distributaries, as compared 
with those uf the previous year 


• 

Name of Canal. 

For irrigation and 
navigation. ^ ? ! 

n OF 

JTKN — 

rt 

o 

d 

o 

<4 

Im 

M 

o‘ 

Length of distributaries and 
village channels. 

OC 

Area protected from flood. | ^ 

' 

1 * 

ns 

S 

a 

a 

0 

O 

c 

t 

o 

< 

Area provided with distribu- [ 
taries. 

• 

Lknq 

CANAL 

•TJ 

d 

flB 

d 

■5 ^ 

a.2 

‘E- 

•-.S' 

> 

ni OF 

DPKN— 

1 

a 

•-§ 

G8 

1 

u 

& 

'Tj 

d 

tft 

V 

S 

P 

r2 

'» 
w d 

•go 

ja S; 

tt.5 

g-p 

Area protected from flood. 

i ^ 

1 

1 

Area under command. ; 

i 

Area provided with distribu- ' 
taries. j 


Miles. 

Milos, 

Milos, 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres, 

Miles. 

Miles 

Milos. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Condrapara ... 

sa 


3031 

139,421 

101,110 

96,120 

39 

... 

:i57 

129,421 

101,110 

92,98: 

Ditto Extension ... 

15 

1 

o 

8,960 

7,000 

... 

15 

- 


8.960 

7,000 

... 

jobri (including exten- 
sion). 

21 

... 

KP 

, 27/261 

63.290 

6,118 

c 

21 

* 

... 

••• 

27,261 

53,290 

... 

Fattamoondi 

... 

47 

98i 

66,600 

51,250 

, 37,829 


47 

33} 

65.600 

51,250 

10,172 

Taldnndah ... ...• 

61J 

... 

76i 

19,620 

‘ 75.278 

21,830 

37 

••• 

71} 

19,620 

15,260 

16,25C 

‘ « 

Machgong ... 

4 

28 

14pf 

97,067 

97,057 

64,480 

4 

28 

122} 

97,067 

97,067 

41,60c 

High Level, Range I ... 

83 

... 

13U 

80,128 

48,815 

48,816 

33 


131} 

80,128 

48,816 

48.816 

Ditto „ II ... 

I2J 

... 

• •• 

... 

10.000 

... 

12} 

... 

i 

... 

10,000 

• •• 

Ditto „ III ... 

19 


49J 

... 

57.500 

44,047 

19 


49} 

««• 

67,600 

44,047 

Jajpnr 

61 


61 

• 

70,000 

COO 


... 

•*. 

• •• 

70, fW 

•V 

Total 

201} 

75 

890} 

427,937 

671,800 

308.859 

177 

76 

764} 

427,937 

511,272 

262,866 
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Twenty-four and three-quarters nn'Ies in the length of the canals and one 
hundred and twonty-fi vo miles in that of tlie distributaries have been added during 
the year ; consequently the total urea under command and tliat provided with 
distributaries have increased by 60,028 and 55,993 acres respectively. 

Itninfall . — The rainfall at Chittack during the year 1891-92 was 75‘30 inches, 
or 4’55 inches more than that of the previous year. It was greater than the 
average fall at Cuttack for 30 years by 18‘18 inches. 

The following statement shows in detail the areas leased in the year 
1891-92 as compared with those of the previous year : — 


1S9I-92. 18{t0.91. 


OP Canal. 

ikharif. 

Kttbi. 

Sugar- 

cane. 

! 

Total, i! 

1 ! 

1 ! 

Kharif. 

) 

Eabi. 

1 

Sugar- 

cane. 

Total. 


Arrt's. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

i 

1 

Acres. ! 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Keiidrapara 

51,090 

3,330 

50 

65,370 ■ 

62,546 

3.328 

85 

66,909 

Gobi'! ... t«« 

3,:U2 

74 


3,38(1 , 

2,632 

208 

1 

2.761 

i)n. Evtcuhioii ... 

3, ns 

20 


3,438 ! 

2,804 

4 

... 

2,808 

r.'itl.amoou«li 

12,7«5 

. 44 

... 

12.829 i 

12,441 

60 

... 

13,601 

TuldumlnU 

10.690 

273 

21 

10,884 ; 

JU,1.J5 

431 

13 

10,858 

Maclii'oiig 

33.338 

* 63 

4 

33,106 

I 

30,487 

J31 

14 

30,632 

High Levt?l, Kango 1 

<^2,074 

17 

• 11 

22,102 1 

25,636 

91 

10 

‘ 25,736 

Ditto „ 11 

2.629 

62 

... 

2,591 ; 

2,503 

29 

... 

2.632 

Ditto „ 111 

40,786 

1 

207 

40,993 : 

40,473 

... 

208 

40.681 

.Tajpiir ... ... 

007 

««• 

... 

607 : 

1 

... 

... 



Total 

I81?t88 

3,884 

1 1 

293 i]S6,6(i.‘> 

i : 

irt'.sjfi 

4,282 

280 

184,418 


Thus the total increase was 1,247 acres, the area under annual kharif 
lease having been 2,44 4 acres, while there was no land under such lease in the 
previous year. 

The particulars of water-rates during the year 1891-92 coin2iai’ed with 
those of the previous four years are given below : — 


Ykau. 

Amount out- 
slaiuling 
at coiiinicnce- 
meni of 
year. 

Amount 
fulling duo 
during 
the year. 

i 

Total 

for 

recovery. 

% 

% 

rash 

realizations. 

^ Bemitted 
or 

written oil. 

Balance at 
tlie end 
of the year. 


Es. 

1 

lls. 

Es. 

« •Es. 

Es. 

Es. 

• 

1887-8S 

87,458 

1,60,297 

2,37.766 

1,37,869 

7.777 

92,109 

1888-89 

92,10*9 

1,90.766 

2.88,874 

1,61,365 

22.91,2 

1,14,697 

1889-90 

1,14,597 

2,87,277 

4,01,874 

1^9,844 

26,268 

"1.76,762 

1890-91 

1,76.762 

2,69,650 

4,46,412 

2,09.806 

38,242 

1,98,364 

1891-92 

1,98,864 

2,82,880 

4,81.241 

^ 2,17,266 

30,283 

2.33,706 


The amounts falling due this year are greater than those of 1890-91 by 
Rs. 13,230. This increase is due to leases re-exocuted during the drought in 
October 1891 and to the imnctual issue of demand statements. 

a 2 
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The followinf' statement shows the particulars of traffic upon the canals 
for the last live years ; — 


Ykab. 

Tonnage. 

Value 

of 

cargo. 

Tollago 

(assessed 

or 

earnings). 


Tons. 

Tin. 

Es. 

18*^7-88 

178,362 

50,32,093 

67.9S5 

1888-89 

189,595 

47,40,957 

C7,7a7 

J 881)90 

301,740 

48,08.256 

77,660 

1890-01 

311,249 

86,21, S.U 

1,11.709 

1801-02 

332,520 

! 

96,03,117 

1,18, 427 


The canals were closed as usual for silt clearance at the bep^innin/^ of May, 
and re-opened for traffic on dates varying from the 6th to the 2yth of Juno. 

The revenue and working expenses of the Urissa canals for the past five 
years are shown below : — 



1887-88. 

1888-89, 

! 

1889-90. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Beceipts. 

Water-ratca 

Mavigalion 

Miscciluncoua 

Es. 

1.37,869 

71,004 

14,171 

Es. 

1,61,365 

77,908 

14,242 

* Es. 
1,99,844 
89,236 
• 15,143 

Ks. 

2.09.806 

1,21.11)8 

13,708 

Bs. 

2,17.256 

1,35.902 

17,813 

Total 

Less refunds of rcTcnuo 

3,23,044 

365 

2,43,$I5 

221 

3,04.:i23 
99 1 

3,46,012 

1 76 

3,71,001 

79 

Total receipts 

2,22,679 

2,43.291 

3,04,124 

3,44,936 

3,70,923 

Working expenses* 






Direct charges 

Indirect charges 

4.80.949 

21,501 

3,86.946 

18,073 

4,31,597 

26,313 

4.S9,:383 

28,220 

3,96,016 

27,070 

Total working expenses 

6.02,460 

4,05,019 

4,66,910 

4,67.603 

4,23,086 

Balance net rcTcnue ... 

(— ) 2,79,771 

(— ) 1.61,726 

(—) 1,62.7^86 

(— )1.23,6e7 

(— ) 62,164 


Agricultural Works. 

The expenditure o* the Orissa embankments for the last two years is 
given below : — 



lb91-92. 

• 

1890-91. 

• 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Wfftls 

13,803 

1,818 

Maintenance and repairs 

77,075 

1,18,933 

Establishment 

... 22,487 

89,160 

Tools and plant ... 

4,4o5 

3,45^ 

Suspense accounts 

(-) 78 

881 

Total 

1,18,342 

1,64,250 


The briginal works undertaken and completed during the year were the 
following: — ^ih the Brahmini-Bytumi Division the spurs and groynes in the 
Brahmini river at Pattamoondi and the revetment oelow Alba lock, and in 
the Puri Division the test-shed at Pongah. The works under repairs consisted 
generally of the usual annual repairs to the embankments, bungalows, sluices, 
repairs to spurs, &c. The length of embankments maintained in the Orissa 
Circle is 748’26 miles. 

As regards floods, it may bo remarked that in every river the hio^hest level 
reached was higher than that of the previous year. 



m-m 


liunaimc^. 

SOUTB*W£dTEBH OlRCHE. 


fTlie ez|>diiclitttre in this eirde dmbg the year 1891-92^ loompcured idth. 
(ltd year 1890*91, is dioixm in tibie following statement 


MAJOR IBBIOAnON WORKS. 

Caj^al eap0nditure not ehargod agaiMt rovenue (direct chargecy 
ICidoapore oalial 
Bemodelling Uijili Tidal oaiial 

Working expemci (direct cko/rgu). 
llidnaTOra canal (ProTineial) ... 

HijUi Tidal canal (ProYineial) «•. •«. 

MINOR WORKS AND NAVIGATION. 
JPrcvinciat. 

WoBKS VOB WHtCH CAPITAL AVD RatlKUB AOCOUHT8 ABB KBPr.{ 
CdjHtal account, 

Damodar project ••• 

Calcutta and Eastern canals 
Orissa Coast canal 

Scpenue account, 

Calcutta and Eastern canals M* ••• »*• 

Orissa Coast canal ••• »•« ••• 

WoBKS fOB WHIOH OBIT BbTBBUB AcCOUBTS ABB KBPT. 
Nadia rirors ••• ... ^ ••• t.l •»! 

WOBXB FOB WHICH BXITHBB CAnTAL BOB RbFBBUB AcCOOBTS 
ABB ftEPT, 

Eden canal ... «•* 

% 

^grhtltural Worit, 

Oorernmeat embukmeat. in the fiardwan estate 
Ot^r Government embankments in the circlo 
Takivi embankments under oontnet ... 

Howrah drainase works (local loans) ... 

Bajapore drainage project (ditto) 
llauonni ditto (ditto) ... 

Sluioes, tillage channels, Ac. (contribution) 

Embankments and drainage works (tak&ri) 

Ballisgbye drainage cbaqfol 

Total 


1891*92. 


Ss. 

14.489 

2Jt4,9t8 

9.67,394 

48,689 


! -1 1^00 
(-) 10,899 
3,940 


3,88,403 

76,996 


1,06,867 

26,068 


1,38,171 

9,31,606 

26.261 

713 

90.076 

1,200 

9,914 

64,109 

79,966 


189(V91. 


. Re. 

W)86,890 

1,99,049 

81,068 


16,30,634 


(-)1.»0 

6,619 

17,912 


8,09,693 

73,766 


1,03,637 

34.706 


1,08,086 

9,10,576 

24,166 

8,809 

49.297 

1,800 

1,086 

86,)il66 

88,703 


1436,006 


The expenditure on the Dancuni drainage project was not shown in the 
report for 1890*91. 

Midnapobb Canal. 

The following statement shows* under^ the diff^ent heads of account 
the capital outlay (direct chains) on the Midnapore oan^ for and to end of 
1891*92, compared with the sanctioned estimates as.8anduoned by the Secretary 
of State (since withdrawn) and by the Governments of India and Bengal:—* 


. 

.'1^' '.Eatrtroawj 

. ^ r- \ 

Amount of 
ostimatos 
saoctionod 
b j fbo 8eero^ 
taiT of State 
(mo0 witibw 
dtawn). 

Btpenditure 
BgBtnst 
oonstruction 
BstimBteiano^ 
tiSnad bj 
SaoBateFf of 
State: 

f 

Erssh sane- 

tionsbijr ^ 
(^OTemments 
of India and 

Bang4 

BxvnmiTOM tat xbxsb 
S iLjrosrows. 

Unspent 

balaneeof 

ourreni 

estixBitei. 

1891*92. 

To sad of 
1891.99. 

’s) *** 

^ '' ... 

>* ■ '"'’v 

' ••• 

■ ^ .Ih,' 
19.C9,O06 

67,7«i'; 

, 3U. 
l9,42i«8S 
UltSMH 
8,92^ 

*** ' 

-'v.-Hm 

Bit ' « 
16,887 
9,868 
i6.7ra 

Mf 

Bs. 

«u« ^ 

,14,499 

••• 

MC ‘ 

. ^ * 

. 1^644 
2,8&6 
«bi98 

: 

Vpo, , 

Rs. 

! 6.943 

898 
18400 
•Oo 

fS*0 



C*. 

^ 14,469 

'finis' 

1936l’ 

(-»66" 



6^898 

■■■ 

: ■ - 'i' -/ 


BHBHBHRI 


» a 
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All charges under the head of Imperial Capital account, Midnapore Canal, 
were stopped by order of the Government of India, and the expenditure under 
this head during the year was debited to Irrigation and Navigation works for 
which capital and revenue accounts are kept. The outlay from Provincial 
funds which commenced from the year 1890-91 is shown separately in the 
foregoing statement. The expenditure during the year 1891-92 was Rs. 14,469, 
being on tools and plant only. 

The subheads of expenditure chargeable to working expenses are com- 
pared with those of the previous year in the following statement: — 




1891-93. 

1890-91. 



Bs. 

Rs. 

IB.-: 

1 

II.— 

m.- 

1 Maintenaiico and repairs ... 

( Charges for Government steamers^ 
Ebtablishmont 

Tools and plant ••• 

1,38,218 

3,044 

64,301 

01,761 

1,01,935 

3,103 

70,082 

23,929 


Total 

2,57,324 

1,99,049 


The increased expenditure of the year under review is attributable to extraor- 
dinary expenditure on silt clearing in the tidal reaches, repairs to dredgers, and 
caissons for tidal locks. The ordinary expenditure on distributaries was reduced 
to an average rate of Rs. 86*5 per mile, against Rs. 41 in tho previous year. 

HainfalL — Tho rainfall registered at Midnapore was 55*09, against 57*98 
inches of the previous year. 

The total area irrigated by the Midnapmo canal during the year under 
review was 83,973 acres, as compared witl^ 81,973 acres of the previous year, 
showing an increase of 2,000 acres. Tho water-supply in the river Cossye ran 
very low during tho latter part of November, and some difficulty was expe- 
rienced in supplying the demands on tho distrjbutaries. 

27. The following statement shows the balances, assessments, and 
recoveries of water-rates on the Midnapore canal for tho year 1891-92, as com- 
pared with those of tho four previous years: — 


Ykab. 

Amount out- 
standing at 

Amount 
falling due 

Total for 

Cash 

Bern it ted 

ctmimcnce- 

of 

dunug the 

recovery. 

real iisa lions. 

or 

*.vritt«'a off. 


year. 

year. 




Ks. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

1887-88 

DOJ-ft) 

1,03,632 

J. 63,281 

90,837 

6.961 

1888-89 

98,493 

1,23,337 

1,79.830 

91,ul6 

4,041 

1889-90 

84,773 

1.1W02 

2.01,976 

1,16,424 

34,907 

1890.91 

60,644 

1,30,695 

]. 81,239 

1,16,438 

834 

1891-92 

64,967 

1,29,822 

1.94,789 

1 ' 

1,32,981 

2.836 


Balance 
at tho end 
of tho year. 


JRr. 

56,403 

84.773 

60,644 

64,967 

68.972 


The decrease in "the outstandings at tho close of the year is satisfactory. 
Tho assessments show a decrease of Rs. 773 compared with 1890-91, 
although there was an increase of 2,000 acres in the area irrigated. 

28. Tho following statement shows the navigation earnings of the canal 
for the past five years : — “ 


Yeae. 

Tonnage ^ 
of boats. . 

.1 

w 

Value of 
cargo* 

a 

Tollage 
(assessed 
or earn- 
ings). 


i 


Tons, 

' Rs. 

Bs. 

1887-88 

• •• 


409.866 

1 l,18(44.844t 

1.26.722 

1888-89 

• •• 

... 

470,806 

1,31,70,269 

1.47,689 

1889;.90 

• « ■ 


463,418 

1,46.12,442 

1,44,094 

1890.91 

i 

•• 1 


417.603 

1,48,33,891 

1. *28, 059 

1891-92 

• • • 


411,892 

1.3a«66,724 

1.26,098 


The two tidal reaches of the Midnapore canal from Ulubaria to Bansbaria 
and from Kultapara to Kantapookur, a distance of 12 miles, and the first three 
reaches of the same canal from Mohuupore to Balichuck, 12 miles, were 
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closed for silt clearance and repairs to locks from Ist April to 7th June and 
from 15th to 29th May 1891 respectively. 

The total revenue and working expenses of the Midnapore ctmal for the 
past five years are shown in the following statement: — 



1887-88. 

1888-89. 

1889-90. 

1890-01. 

1891-92. 


its. 

Bs. 

Ba. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Water-rates 

Navif!;ation ... 
Miscellaneous 

90,837 

16,967 

91.016 

1,46,760 

14,019 

1.16,424 

1.45,356 

.16,8‘J4 

1,16,488 

1,10.830 

10,928 

J,32,9S1 

1.32,672 

19.147 

Total 

Ite98 refunds of revenue 

2,34, 37S 
463 

2,61,796 

286 

2.77,604 

Ibl 

2,37.196 

205 

2,81,700 

3 

Total receipts 

2,:j3,926 

2.61,510 

2,77,423 

2,36,991 

2.84,697 

Working expenses. 






Direct charges 

Indirect charges 

2,39.613 

10,7S3 

2,n0,062 

9,742 

2,00,494 

8.313 

1.99.049 

9,811 

2,67,324 

9,003 

Total 

2,B«,306 


2.08.806 

2.08,860 ' 

2.66,326 

Balance net revenue 

(—) 16,471 

41,706 

C8.617 

28.131 

18,371 


The decrease of revenue* amounting to Rs. 9,760, is due. to the extra- 
ordinary expenditure mentioned Jin paragraph 25 above. 

Hijili liinAL Canal. 

• 

An extensive remodelling scheme has, for rather more than a year, been 
in progress on the Hijili Tidal Canal, having for its object the facilitation 
of navigation by increasing the depth of the canal and the exclusion of silt, 
the removal of which entailed very heavy annual expenditu;ro and long closure.s 
of the canal. The scheme involves the lowering of the canal bed in Ranges I 
and II ; the provision of two new supply sluices, by means of which the silty 
water will be led to the canal through long feeder channels, in which the silt 
will bo deposited instead of in the canal itself ; a cast-iron supply pipe laid on 
the bed of the Russulpur river, through which the supply for Range II will 
bo drawn from Range III of the Orissa Coast canal, instead of Ucing taken 
from the silt-laden water of the Russulpur; the construction of a now lock 
at Kalinagar to replace the old one, which is too sratdl and in a badly chosen 
situation ; and other w^orks of a minor character, designed to assist in scouring 
and clearing silt from the lock entrances and navigation channels. The con- 
struction of the new lock at Kalinagv and of the iron supply pipe across the 
Russulpore has been postponed, pending the settlcwont of the difficulties 
regarding the deterioration of the Russulpur riVer, whkdi has of late years 
been rapidly silting up. The deterioration now appears to have ceased, and 
during the year under review the depth of the river has oven slightly , in- 
creased, owing to the scour caused by the daily flow of the tide into and out 
of the lately ccgistmcted drainage cut at Balliagh^. The other works com- 
prised in the remodelling scheme have been completed, the time occupied in 
carrying them out having l^een, on Range I, 12*inonths and 21 days, and on 
Range 11, 6 months and 18 days. • 

The outlay of the yo|ir was as ^own below : — 



Bs. 

iV orks ••• ••• 

1,44,112 

Establishment 

49,346 

Tools and plant. ... •>* 

41,470 

<* 

Total 

2,34,928 

I4U reoeipin on Capital account ... 

10 

](int total 

2,34,918 
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Tho total expenditure to end of 1891-92 was Rs. 4,37,216. 

The traffic on the Hijili Tidal Canal for the past five years is shown in 
the following statement: — 



Yeab. 


Tonnago 
of boats. 

Value of 
cargo. 

! 

Tollago 
(assossod 
or earn- 
ings). 




1 

Tons. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1887-88 

■ ••• 


124,903 

27,03.307 

40.047 

1888-89 

• •• 


166,635 

33,01,123 

65,420 

1889-90 

• • • 

• •• 

124.606 

27,29,720 

39,459 

1890-91 

• • i 

• •• 

91,114 

20,78,972 

26,810 

1891-92 


• •• 

133,675 

34.97,726 

37,287 


The traffic during the year compares favourably with that of the previous 
year, there being an increase in all items over the year before. The canal was 
closed from Ist April to 24th July 1891. 

The following statement shows the receipts, working expenses, and net 
revenue of this canal for the past five years : — ^ 



1887-88. 

1883.8<f. 

1889-90. , 

1 1890-01. 

1891-92. 

StceipU* 

Rb. 

Bs. 

Rb. 

Bs. 

Bs, 

Navigation 

Miscoilaneons 

40,406 

1,452 

63.910 

1,260 

40,338 

1,614 

27,146 

899 

36,348 

667 

Total 

refunds of revenue 

41,868 

66,170 

7S 

41,962 

28,044 

• a* 

36,916 

Total receipts ... 

41,868 

66,097 

41,9^ 

28,044 

36,916 

W^orJeing expenses. 


■1 




Direct charges 

Indirect charge.^ 

64,896 

2,081 



61,968 

1,60G 

48,669 

2,014 

Total 

1 

66.976 

78,040 

26,723 

68,674 

60.683 

Balance net revenue ... 

— .— ■ .. — ... 

(-)25.1]8 

(-) 22,943 

15,230 

(-)26,680 

(-.113,768 


•• Orissa Coast Canal. 

Tho capital outlay (direct charges) on this canal for and to end of 
1891-92, compared with the sanctioned estimate, is shown in the following 
statement : — 


FABTXCUlABa. 

Ampunt 
of revised 
estilnate. 

^ Expbitditubb. 



1891.92. 

Total to end 
of 1891-98. 

Direct charges. 

I.— Worla 

II.— Establishment 

1X1. — Tools and plant ••• 

IV,— Suspense aooounts ... 

Total 

Lest receipts on capital account 

Total 

Bb. 

83,86,609 

7,80,203 

2,24,061 

Ra. 

(— ) 1,839 
(-) 467 

6,246 

Bs. 

82.72.609 

7,80,877 

2,08,474 

86,832 

43,40.878 

8.940 
• •• 

42,42,293 

8,898 

48,46.878 

8,940 

48,88^999 
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The canal was opened throughout its entire length of 97^ miles. The 
tank ghdts at the locks were finished, and Mr. Bond’s house at Balasore, which 
was purchased last year for the Executive Engineer’s office and residence, was 
thoroughly repaired. Additional accommodation has also been provided in 
a detached building, which, together with the cost of land and special repairs 
and alterations sanctioned in Bengal Government No. 5341, dated 26th March 
1891, amounts to Rs. 9,426. The project for a new lock at Jamcoonda, neces< 
sitated by changes in the Subarnarekha river, is under consideration. 

The traffic on the canal during the year 1891*92, compared with that of 
the previous year, is shown in the following statement : — 

Tonnage of boats. Value of cargo. (aasessed "iSmings). 

1890-01. I 1891-92. 1890-91. | 1891-92. 1890-91. | 1801-92. 

Tons. Tons. Rs. Rb. Rs. Ba. 

Orissa Coast canal 120,527 110,687 27,06,664 22,27,281 68,716 69.106 

There was no closure of the canal during the year. The falling off in 
tollage was due to the Balliaghye branch canal taking away traffic from 
Range III during the rainy season, and to the free return passages given 
to boats on Ranges lYA, IVB, and V as an experimental measure to popu- 
larize the canal route. 

The following statement sj^ows the receipts and working expenses of the 
canal for the past five years 



1 

* 1887-88. 

. » 

1888-89. 

1889-90. 

1890-91. 1 

1891-92. 

Beceipts. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Ra. 

Rs. 

Navigation 

Misoellaneous 

62,828 

1,026 

65,010 

1,418 

63,724 

1,624 

64,220 

1,410 

60,061 

%072 

Total 

Zest refunds of revenue 

63,864 

. 

66,428 

254 

65,348 

15 

65,630 

44 

62,123 

66 

Total receipts 

63,837 

66,174 

65,333 

65,586 

62,067 

Working expenses. 





• 

Pirect cliarges 

Indirect charges 

80,868 

2,639 

74,668 

2,450 

68,011, 

075 

73,766 

3,032 

76,296 

3,263 

Total ... 

83,607 

77,018 

68,980 

78,798 

78,649 

Balance net revenue 

(—) 29,670 


(-) 3,663 

(-) 11,313 

(— )16,493 


Calcutta and Eastern Canals. 

The capital account (direct charges) of these canals for and to end of 
1891-^2 is shown in the following statement;— 

A ^ 




Outlay during 

Outlay to end 

• 


‘1891-92. 

1891-92. 

• • 

Direct charges— ^ • 


Bs. 

Bs. 

Old outlay 

• ••• 

• 99 

24,91,012 

L— 'Works ... 


53 

20,30^808* 

IL— Establishment 

••• 

' 18 

8,84,988 

m.— To<ds and plant ... 


• *• 

3,61,663 

IV.— Troflt and loss ... 

eae 

... 

847 

Y.— Snqponse accounts 

a.. 

i— ) 387 

11,692 

Total 


(-rsie 

62,77,010 

VL— XcM receipts on capital account 

• •• 

• 10,013 

54,467 

Total ohoxges 


(— ) 10,829 

52,22,548 
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Under ihe above head no works of any importonce were oarriod out 
during the year. 

The following statement shows the receipts and working expenses of the' 
canals for the past five years 



1887.88. 

1888-89. 

1889-98. 

1890-91. 

1891.92. 

jReceijtts. 

It*. 

Bs. 

its. 

Es. 

Bs. 

Nayi Ration 

Miscellaneous 

6,74,760 

6,108 

5.69,602 

6,652 

4,87,863 

7,768 

6,19,006 

6,081 

6,16,126 

10,218 

Total 

Leas refunds of revenue 

6.79.034 

6,76,144 

19 

4,96,621 

78 

5,25,146 

1 <51 

6.26,343 

124 

Total receipts 

6,78.834 

6,75,126 

4,95,613 

6,25,086 

0,26,219 

Wbrkintf exjponaet. 






Direct charges 

Indirect charges 

2,12,313 

12,344 

2,81,948 

11.S53 

2,66,1)68 

12.166 

3,09,623 

14,331 

3,28,403 

14,990 

Total 

2,21,656 

2,93.801 

2,71), 133 

3.23,967 

3,43,399 

Balance net revenue ... 

3.66,278 

2.81,324 

2,16,410 

2,01,128 

1,81,820 


The construction of tho iron girder bridge over Tolly’s Nala at Kalighat 
was completed during the year under review. A? Chit|)ur a wooden verandah 
in front of the toll-house was constructed, and^i .screen erected iu front of the 
house of the Supervisor of the Calcutta Canals. 

Tho traffic on the canals during tho year 1891-92 copiparcd with that of the 
previous year is shown in tho following statement : — 


Calcutta and Eastnm Canals 
Tolly's >'alu 


Toiiriugoof bgats. 

Value of 

carRo, 

ToUbi^o 

(as.<tc.s.Hc(t or cai'ntngs). 

ISW-Ol. 

1H91-93. 


1 irt9i-9a. 

1890-91. 

189 Mil 

Tons. 

Ti»ns. 

Rh. 

Rs. 

IN. 

Ks. 

2,Klrt,900 

2,r*(j5.25a 


7,15,d2.37« 

M\,Ui 




• 


The falKng off in traffic is attributable to railway competition. 

For silt clearance and repairs on tho Eastern Canals the Jlhangore khal 
was closed from .5th Febsuary to Ist March, and tho Assasuni khal from 10th 
February to 2nd Juno, and on the Calcutta canals tlie Dhappa lock was closed 
from 15th April to 20tli May. 

Nadia Rivebs. 

The receipts and* working expenses of tbeso rivers for the past five years 
are shown in tho following statement 



• 

1887-88. 

1888-89. 

1889-90, 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

a 

RerdpU. 

• 

. R"- 

1 R». 

Its. 

Bs. 

Es. 

Navigation 

Miscellaneous ... 

... 

1,98.318 

307 

1,01,749 

i;^9 

1.85,^83 
‘ 61 

2,00.608 

136 

1,92,718 

247 

Total 

Z 0 ^ 4 r<^un^ of revenue 

... 

1.98.676 

. 1.91,888 

1,80,043 ' 
220 

2,00,644 

U62 

1,92,966 

228 

Total receipts 

t 

ti* 

1,98,676 

1.91,888 

1,85,823 

2,00.482 

1,92.737. 

Working expensea. 


• 





Direct charges 

Ii^re<^t chi^rges 

••• 

eta 

92,022 

1,34,694 

6,076, 

87,694 

6,396 

],03»537 

6.857 

1,06,857 

6,417 

Total 

e«« 

^,022 

1.4Ov760> 

92|989 

]b09,894 

1,13,274 

net revenue 


1.0Q,663 

61,119. 

. 1)2, 83A 

90,688 

79.463 


im.es.] 
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The anticipated revcnu6 from the Nadiii rivers was Rs. 1,88,000, but the 
actuals amounted to Rs. 1,92,965. The expenditure under working expenses 
was Rs. 1,06,857 against the revised estimate of Rs. 97,778. 

The traffic on the Nadia rivers during the year 1891-92 and that of the 
previous year are shown in the following statement: — 




Tboniigo fit boals. 

Value of cargo. 

Tollago 

(aieosied or uaroiiigB). 

• !a 



1890-91. 

1831-92. 

1 

1SO0-O1. 

1801-93. 

1890-91. 

18014)2. 

m 

Nodis tivert 



Tons. 

8,90,210 

Toni. 

8.01,061 

Ra. 

4.01.18,112 

Ri. 

.V8.10.991 

Ri. 

S, 00,608 

Re. 

1,92,718 


The decrease in tollago is duo to the low level of the Ganges, owing to 
which the navigation channels closed earlier than usual. 

Eden Canal. 

During the year under review the total outlay on this canal amounted 
to Rs. 25,663, against Rs. 34,795 of the previous year. The following is a 
comparative statement by sub-Iieads of the expenditure: — 


SUD-HEAD. j 

1891-92. 

1890-91 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Works ... * 

4 

584 

Maintonanoe and repairs 

... 18.623 

24,612 

Establiehnientj, 

... 6,541 

8,915 

Tools and plant 

495 

684 


Total ••• 25,GG3 34,795 


The supply of water to the Burdwan water-works was efficiently main- 
tained throughout the year. The irrigation operations of the canal during the 
year were very satisfactorji^ as compared with those of the two preceding years. 
The receipts from water-rates, whic’h are levied at the rate of 4 annas a 
local bigha, amounted to Rs. 9,430, against Rs. 2,795 of 4;he year before. 
The bulk of the irrigation was carried out from October to the middlo of 
November 1891, when there was no rainfall. For ,tho first time since irri- 
gation from the Eden canal was commenced, five-year leases have been 
enforced, under which 36,436 biglias of land were leased out in the Burdwan 
district and 1,687 bighas in the Hooghly district. Tho development of tho 
Eden canal irrigation depends on thD extension and improvement of the 
main distributaries, which, as they exist, are in a yory inefficient conditiou. 

Agricultural Works. 

Drainaob. 

The construction of the Srirampur sluice, which was commenced in 
December 1890, was completed in Ist August -1891. I'he total cost of the 
Work, including silt clearance of i^e khal, amounts to Rs. 37,954. A scheme 
for draining the tract of country between tho Midnapore canal and the 
flainan khal was sanctiofied by Government during the year. The estimated 
cost of the project is Rs. 63,921, and the expenditure to end of 1891-9i2 was 
Rs. 38,904. , . * . 

The Balliaghye drainage project works were stopped by the order of 
Government conveyed in its No. 81/ of the 218^ January 1892. At tho time 
the main drain was completed to full- section, and the branch canal to Balliaghye 
bazar was completed to a section somewhat reduced from that originally in- 
tended. The immediate results, as regards deponing the Russuipore river and 
dittining the tract- of the country knovl^n as the Burrachowka Julia and that 
lying tO’ the west of the ArgoWal circuit embankment, have bedn good, but the* 
permanmicy of ^aimproveihent is of course doubtful. 
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GoTXXKMBNT EKBUrXUENTS. 

All the embankments in the South-Western Circle were maintained in good 
order. To the llhagirathi embankments extensive repairs were carried out 
in the Murshidabad district before the rains, and an artificial berm 7 feet 
below crest level and 10 feet broad constructed, and side cuttings m rear of 
embankments filled up. The embankment, which was threatened last year at 
Mohullu on tho 23rd mile, was carried away on the 14th August 1891, when the 
gauge at llorhampore read 23' 6", about 1,000 feet being destroyed by tho 18th 
August. An estimate, amounting to Rs. 26,830, was sanctioned for the Sooja- 
pore retired lino, of which about one-third was completed before the close of 
tho year. During the floods of June 1890, tho zamindari embankment at 
Lakra on tho right bank of tho Damodar was breached and Lakra village com- 
pletely washed away. It was consequently decided in December 1890 that all 
existing embankments between Bangacha opposite Sadar Glult to Begua should 
bo removed, and all existing deep breauhos, such as Janculi, Lakra, Bangacha, &c., 
filled up with earth to ground level. Agreeably to this decision S];- miles out of 
63;J^ miles of the D schedule embankments, miles of takdvi embankments and 
3^ miles of zamindari embankments, in all 8 miles, were cut away and abandoned 
daring the year under review at a cost of Rs. 19,097, leaving 150 feet out of 
every 050 feet as refuge mounds, and all the existing breaches in them were 
closed. Tho breach at Lakra was closed by strong spurs, earth being found in- 
sufficient. 


TakXvi Embankmbnts. 

The takdvi embankments under contract are entirely in tho Midnapore 
district. The total outlay during tho ye^fr was Rs. 2(i,291, against Rs. 24,165 
of the previous year. 

The following are the agricuH ural works constructed from loan funds under 
the provisions of tho Drainage Act : — 

Howrah Drainage Works. 

These works were maintained in efficient order throughout the year. The 
crops in the J ullah yielded a fair return, and there was no complaint of any 
damage to crops or imperfect drainage. The cost bf maintenance, including 

establishment cuarges, was Rs. 1,214. 

• • 

Danguni Drainage Works. 

Wore also maintainetf in very good order. The sluices worked success- 
fully, and no remarks are called for. The cost during the year, including all 
charges, wasRs. 1,527, 

' Meparia KhaIi Embankments. 

« ♦ 

These embankments, which were taken over by Government from the 
zainiudars in 1886 and remodelled in subsequent years, were maintained at 
the cost of zomindars in an efficient state. 

CnrBRiAL Ehal Drainage. 

The re-excavation of thiakhal and tho construction of a regulator at the upper 
end of the channel at Hanspukhur, and other aninor works in connection with the 
scheme, were completed in the previous year. By th^s work, the cultivation of 
134 villages, covering an area of 31 .square miles, which suffered more or less 
almost 'ovbi^r year from accumiUations of rain-water on the land for want of a 
proper drainage outlet, have been improved. Rupees 672 were expended on 
maintenance during the year. 

• 

Bajapitb Drainage Works. 

The area drained ^ icheme is 227 squana airetJ^ 

ebdmed and improv^ is 96| mil^ S^e sdheme has sai^tei. 

fnl, a^ aR. waste and low laods in the mmp have heep, nnW 

oattivataeo. , The abutments of bridge No. 2 mi the^Hewa^iiitd: 
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over the mam channel, which settled unequally and in consequence of which 
ome of the arches cracked, of which mention was made in last year’s rS, 
veie repaired during the year. The arches were dismantled and their recon- 
struction undertaken at a cost of Rs. 7,245. 




BuiinojrLLA Dbaikaoe Scheme. 

the main channel and 7-^ miles of branch channel, 

Sariinrro nTifl ti ^ outlet sluice at the mouth of the main channel at 

S Stw t • were comprised in the above scbemo,wcro 
SaZ September 1891 The total area drained by the sluic; and 

n^iu^ ^ Ti - and the area reclaimed and improved is 16i square 

i scherno has proved successful, and all waste and low lands in the 
swamp Jiave been fully brought under cultivation. During the year certain 
11^^888 ^ works after completion of the scheme at a cost of 


SONE CIRCLE. 

On the 1st Jfarch 1892 the Deputy Collector in charge of the collection 
ot water-rates in Shahabad assumed control over the collections in the Patna 

Oaya districts also, the appointment being termed the Revenue Division, 
oone Canals. ’ 

n under famine relief and insurance have been done under the 

J u one AVer ks Department durflig the year. The estimates of the Sarama- 
wan 1 yno m the Gaya^ district^ alluded to in last year’s report, have been 
(jonipleted, and the lino of the proposed pyne has been marked out. A plan 
and cstima^ have also bc(^n prepared fhr improving tho outfall for flood water 
below the Kao aqueduct in the 8hahabad district on the main western canal. 
^ **^**^ ^°*^^“ form a useful I’clief work in case of necessity. 

• 1 ^ expenditure in the Ijono Circle during the year 1891-92, compared 

with that ot tho previous year, is shown in tho following statement : — 


PAKTICUtARJ*. 

1891-92. 

1890-91. 

• - 

MAJOR IIlUIGATJOiX WORKS. 

Es. 

Its. 

Capital expenditure not charged agaifist revenue (direct 



char if es). 


• 

Sono cunals (rinporiul) ... ... 

2,04,098 

1,71,861 

Working expenses (dij'cet charges). 

• 


Sone cuiiaLs (rrovincinl) 

6,48,060 

6,58,386 

MINOR WORKS AND NAVIGATIOxN. 


1 

J*rovinoial, 



Works for which Capital and IIrvemub Accounts 



ABK KEPT. • 

1 • 


Saran canals (Capital account) 

• 

1 

Ditto (Itcvcnuc account) ... 

I'ijsas 

88.881 

WoBKS FOB WHICH NEITHEB CAPITAL HOB BeVEKUE 

Accounts aue kept. 


1 

Madhubati canal 

- 10,606 

11,827 

Agricultural works. 



Saran takavi ombankmenis under contract 

31,038 

17,348 

Tirbut • ditto * ditto 

0.393 

16,596 

Champaran ditto ditto 

63,375 

68.540 

Village channels, Souo^anah (contribution) ... 

4,468 

2,030 

Sluices in Saran district (contribution) ... 

245 

776 

Total 

1 

, 9,83,621 

9,80,648* 


The Sone canals are practically complete and in full work, and the outlay 
capital is now only on subsidiary works such as outlets and culverts for 
village channels where they cross district roads. A report on the canals as 
constructed, compared with the estimate the currency ot which has expired, 
has been sent to the Government of India, and the capital account will 
shortly be closed, the expenditure being meanwhile confined to the completion 
of works sanctioned before 31st March 1891. The outlay charged to tho capital 
account of the Sono canals during tbe year 1891-92, which is held to he 
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irre^ilar pi'mliny orders of tlio Government of India, compared with that of 
tlie previous \ ear, is shown in detail in the following statement; — 



1801-92. 

1890-91. 

l._Works- 

Rs. 

Rs. 

(1) llciid-works 

2,035 

5,219 

(2) Main canal and brandies 

31,337 

23,475 

(J5) I)is1ributarin3 

7!V312 

»38,947 

(4) Drainage and protective works 

57,728 

65,028 

Total works 

1,70,412 

1,32,699 

IT. — Establislimont 

37,083 

19,850 

III. — Tools and plant 

... {-) 1,352 

6,411 

IV. — Suspenso accounts 

...(-) 1,715 

14,716 

Total 

... 2,04,428 

1,73,676 

2.315 

V . — Less receipts on capital account 

330 

Not total 

... 2,04,098 

1,71,361 


Tlio work done during tho year under review is as follows : — 

Head works . — The plantations established on the spare lands belonging to 
Goverumoiit at Dchri were proceeded with, and will probably be completed 
during 1892-93. 

Eastern Main Canal . — The escape for th^ Slanora distributaiy was eom- 
plctod. 'I’lic protective embankment to save Kharati village fi’om the flood of 
tho I’oonpoon was proceeded with, as were permanent outlets and road crossings 
for village channels on tho Manora disti-lbutary. ^ 

Patna Canal . — The addition to the second weir on this canal was com- 
pleted before the rains. Three drainage culverts and one hundred ami thirty- 
three permanent outlets were completed during tho year, and a rest-house on 
the Khojhassa distributary and the Bharatpur distributary escape were pro- 
ceeded with. 

Main vjestern canal series. 

Permanent outlets, cattle bridges, crossing!^ for village channels, and 
syphon culverts for d.ainage and drainage cuts were under construction iu 
most of tho canals, branch canals and distributaries under tlio main western 
canal series. On the Arrah Canal eight small regulators in distributaries and 
on tho Bnxar Canal some inlets for drainage were built. Tho alteration of 
three bridges on the Biltia branch canal and quay walls at Nokha and Biixar 
were in progress. Escapes from tho Rajpur and Ntigpur distributaries were iu 
progress, as also were a rest-house on tho Sianwank distributary, a toll office 
at Nokha and zilladar’s quarters at Sikraol. Tho Kujeo drainage cut, which is 
an iuq)ortaut work, the estimated cost being Ks. 37,947, was proceeded with, 
and was nearly (Ampleted at tho end of tho year. The extension of the 
Basudhar distributary was* nearly completed, us were some additional lengths 
of parallel channels. 

Tho following statement shows the lengths of canals, branch canals, 
distributaries, Governmeftt village channels in operation af^tho close of tho 
year 1891-92: — . 


DwfaioN. • 

fillLUe OP NA^MOAllf.l■. 

Ca.nal. 

f 

! Mima of 

Can' A t. 

Milks op Diaxm- 

lIUTAKlhB. 

MTT.RS of (ioriftiNMENT 
VILLaOR CirA>NEj,,S. 
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-s! 
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«s 
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-f 
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■§ 
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Miles. 

Miles. 

Milos 

mm 

Miles. 

Milos. 

Milos. 

Miles 

Milos. 

Miles. 

Milos. 

Miltis. 


Eantoru Sono 



8(11 

■n 


• •• 

658 


350* 


... 


• Tho FiittohjKire 














distriVnitrineH 

Ar^'ali 

(ir>k 

... 

65* 

7U 

... 

71* 

4RS> 

... 

469 


... 


iitmniloiiod he- 

Ib liri workshops... 

n 

... 











vi-nd l!lth mile. 

Euxar ... 

m 


r>vs 

77* 


77* 

357* 

liil 1 

Uhl 

24* 

“it 

25* 

t 111 pru|jfre*i!*, 

Ihllff fptflVft wll 

Total ... 




148$ 


118* 




24? 

1 ^ 

25* 

pillu IIUIII lilt 11 

vmtor can bo 








l.l84i j 






irivofl. 






1891.;)2j 


inniGATioN. 
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The area irrij^ated durinff the year 1891-93, compared with that o{ the 
preceding year, is shown in the following statement : — 


Y"kak. 

KLarir. 

Eabi. 

Sugarcaiu*. 

Fivii-yoars' 

lcasc.s. 

llot-wcathcr m . , 

crops. ' ’ 

]8i>n.9i ... 

1891.'J2 ... 

Af-rcs. 

22,499 

48,102 

1 

-s?? ! 
' 

c t- 

1 

_ 1 

Acres. 

4,102 

l.lUC 

Acrca. 

22.\.‘.60 

234.791 

A<-ri.s. .A CTOS. 

2S],<>U 
l:i,3a6 474,723 


The increase is marked, being 198,709 acres, principally under “ rabi,” 
above the area irrigated in 1890-91. 

The rainfall in the autumn of 1891 was very scanty, and tliLs led to a 
great demand for water both for kharif and rabi. As regards the latter, the 
increased demand is most noticeable in the liuxar Division, where the area 
irrigated under this head has risen from 17,03 1 acres in 1890-91 to 137,390 
acres in 1891-92. The largest area of rabi irrigated in any previous year was, 
in the whole Circle, 124,812 aeres in l§77-78. In no other year has the area 
risen above 90,304, of which. 48,901 acres were in the Jluxar Division. This 
occurred in 1883-84. 

The -rainfall registered during the year and the preceding one was as 
under : — 



1891-02. 

1890-01. 


Inches. 

Inches. 

Arrah Division, five stations ... \ 

27-34 

54-.02 

Buxar ditto, foiir^ditto 

... 22-29 

44-7.') 

EaatLTii Sono Division, tliree stations 

29-57 

.00-00 


Tlio e.xpendiiuro on maintenance of the works of the Sono canals (direct 
charges) during the year 1891-92, compared with that of Iho previous year, 
is shown below : — 


1891-92. 1890-91. 

Ils. Us. 

T.\. 

IB. 

IC. 

II. 

111 . 

Total ... C,48,0G0 6, .03, 286 


Extensions andpiraproveraents 

3,812 

3,26.3 

Maintenance and repairs 

... 2,58,649 

2,72,663 

Transport service 

1,155 


Compensation 

28 

1(J8 

Establishment 

... 3, .5.5, 573 

3,48,665 

Tools and plant 

28,443 

28,527 


A drainage sluice in the Kao river embankment a1^ Dumraon was built, 
the alteration of the bridges on the Gurra Chowbey b*,anch canal from 
wooden tops to arches was proceeded with, and a fow'small culverts were built. 
The eastern main series of canals were closed for repairs from 6th April to 29th 
May 1891, and from 28th March 1892 to the end of the year. There was no 
closure of the western main series in 1891-92. These oanals were closed in 
March 1891, and not again till May 1892. 

The progress made in the collection of water-rates*on the Sono canals during 
the past five yestta is shown in the foUowing statement:.—- 


Ybab. 



A mount 
outstanding 
at comnieucc- 
ment of the 
year. 

Amount 
falling duo 
during tho 
year. 

• 

Total 

for 

recovery. 

dash 

realizations. 

• 

• 

Kcmitted 
or • 

written off. 

• • 

Balance at 
end of the 
year. 



Ba. 

B*. 

Bs. 

Bn. 

B«. 

Rs. 

1887-88 


2,31,682 

7,26,810 

9,67..392 , 

6,19,686 

26,626 

4J 1,281 

1888-89 


4,11,281 

7,63,-J17 

11,64,498 

7,69,656 

24,329 

8.80,813 

1889-90 


3.80,613 

7,62,788 

11,33,401 

8,16,-394 

36,225 

2,81,782 

1890-91 


2,81.782 

6.20,131 

9,10,906 

6,44,718 

21,400 

2,44,728 

1891-92 

• •• 

3,44.7:;8 

7,81,262 

’0,26,980 

8,11,760 

16,220 

1,99,010 
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Compared with 1890*91, the assessments and cash realizations show an 
increase of Rs. 1,52,128 and Rs. 1,67,082 respectively, while there has been a 
decrease of Rs. 6,240 and Rs. 4o,718,irespcctivcly, in the sum remitted and the 
balance at the end of the year. 

The traffic on the Sono canals during the past five years is shown in tho 
following statement:— 


Yeaiu 

Tonnage of 
boata. 

Value of 
cargo. 

Tolls ge 
(asscsticd 
or 

earnings). 


Ton«>. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1887-88 

95.072 

ES.fiO.GOS 

61.542.iiie 

1888-89 


6«.04.0S‘.) 

52,413^ 

1889-00 



50, SUP 

1800-91 

1 14.99(> 

0r..2.5,714 

60.7,^ 

1801-92 

120,147 

70,00,595 

67,29r 


Tho revenue account of tho Souo canals during the past five years is given 
below : — 


“ ““ " “ 


i 

■_ 



- - 


1387-S8. 

1 1888-89. 

] 889-90. 

1800-91. 

1891-93. 

Receipts. 

Bs. 

Ks. 

Ks. 

Rs, 

Us. 

WatcT-ratca ... 

Knvigatioa ... 

Mlaccllancous 

6,19586 
65 9.14 
2^,469 

7.59,556 

67.829 

2^604 

8,16.394 

57.7M) 

2:1,343 

0,44.718 
65.6-9 
20 128 

8,11,760 
60, .5 17 
31,837 

Total 

Less refunds of revenue 

6,03,919 

15.331 

* 8,43.889 
12,011 

>Ut7.495 

16,520 

7,36.476 

7,:o> 

9.10,094 

4,020 

Total receipts ... 

6,88,618 

8,31,278 

8,80,076 

7.29,170 

9.06,074 

Working expenses. 






Direct charges 

Indirect charges 

:^oi,9ro 

60,3()9 

7,42,619 

61,813 

6,80.959 

48,071 

6,53.28C 

48,813 

6,48,060 

49,780 

Total charges 

7,62,318 

7,04,432 

• 7.29,930 

7,02,009 

6,97,840 

Balance net revenue 

• 

(— ) 1,63,730 

36,8 iC 

1.61,016 

27,071 

) 

2,08,234 


The iuoroase in receipts during 1891-92 was duo partly to the greatly 
increased area of rabi irrigation, which occurred mainly in tho Buxar Division, 
and was tho result of a deficient rainfall, but mainly to extensive recoveries of 
arrears in tho Patna district* 

Mihob Wobes and Natioation. 

The only works* coming under this head for which capital and revenue 
accounts arc kept*'in the Sone Circle are the Saran canals, ‘and no original 
works in connection with \hoso canals were executed during the year. 

The revenue account of the Saran canals from and to end of the year 
1891-92 is given below : — 


Heads of Account. 

• 

Jls^BirTs— 

^Ibads of Account. 

» 

L 

Charges^ 

DnrinK 

1891-93. 

To end of 
189193. 

• 



During 

1891-92. 

To rod of 
1891-98. 

• • 

Wntcr-rates ...* 
Miscellaneous and otiior 
receipts ... .V. 

4la. 

16,786 

Bs. 

2,27.749 

8,033 

Maintenance and repoirfl ... 
Establishment 

Tools and plant 

Rs. 
9,021 
8,710 
(-) 193 

Rt. 

2,63,169 
6(1,603 
(-) 6.644 




Total 

Indirect charges •• 

uiciB 

m 




y 

Total charges 

Balance net revenno 

13.0V j 
mi 


Total 

16,831 

2,36.783 

Total 


.E3 









